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Belton Community Projects, Inc. 


A non-profit corporation organized ‘‘to unite the efforts of Belton’s individuals, churches, civic, social and fraternal 
organizations on large scale projects intended to make our city a better place to live; including serving as custodian 


for funds raised or donated for a community center or centers, primarily for our youth.’’ This organization was the 
sponsoring organization for Belton’s Centennial Celebration, 
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- - - Foreword - - - 


Welcome to Belton! On the succeeding pages is told its 
story — from the beginning to the present time, 1972, the year 
of its Centennial observance, 

In many ways Belton’s history is similar to many other 
towns which began at about the same time and in the same 
general area. The economic factors which affected its good 
times and its bad were not confined to Belton alone. 

But aside from touching on some of these outside factors, 
this book is about one town situated in Cass County, Missouri, 
some 17 miles south of Kansas City. 

There is much that is not told. What has been omitted is 
not from intent but from the factors of time and the lack of 
readily available research material. 

In reality, what is here is primarily the result of a whole- 
hearted spirit of co-operation by a host of present and former 
Belton residents, 

They have searched their attics, family albums, oldtrunks 
and lock boxes, written letters and articles and made phone 
calls to find and give tothe historical committee of the Centen- 
nial a volume of pictures, information and memorabilia for 
inclusion in this book. Without them none of it would have 
been possible. 

The committee has tried to capture the flavor and pulse of 
Belton. In addition to recording in one place the important dates 
and facts concerning our town, there also has been an attempt 
made to record the fact that itis towns like ours and the people 
who are or have been a part of it that join with others the 
length and breadth of this United States, in carrying on from 
generation to generation the ideas and ideals that were the 
basis of this country’s beginnings. 

Dodie L. Maurer 
Mary Catherine Sams 





HARRY S TRUMAN 
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI 


February 24, 1972 


Dear Mrs. Wade: 


On the occasion of the observance of Belton, Missouri 
Centennial Celebration, I am happy to extend congratu- 
lations for the progress and advancement that has been 
made in the past, and I send you my best wishes for 
continued progress, 


Sincerely yours 


[ptia— 





far 


Mrs. Everett E. Wade 
Route 1 
Belton, Missouri 64012 


Former President 

Harry S. Truman at 
Groundbreaking ceremonies 
for the Belton Masonic Lodge 
April 20, 1963 





HARRISON A. WILLIAMS, JFt., N.J., CHAIRMAN 


JENNINGS RANDOLPH, W. VA, JAGOR ik. JAVITS, MAY. 


CLAIBORNE PELL, R,1, WINSTON L, PROUTY, VT. 
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASS. PETER H, BOMINICK, COLO, 
GAYLORD NELSON, WIS, RICHARD 5. SCHWEIKER, PA, 
WALTER F. MONDALE, MINN, BOB PACKWOOD, OREG. e 
THOMAS F. EAGLETON, MO, ROBERT TAFT, 4R., OHIO MC { Pa) Dt { S { 
ALAM CRANSTON, CALIF. J. GLENN BEALL, JR., MB. mY e Oo es ema e 
HAROLD E. HUGHES, IOWA 
ADLAI E. STEVENSON I11, (LL. COMMITTEE ON 
LABOR AND 
STEWART E. MCCLURE, STAFF DIRECTOR PURLIS WEL ARE 
ROBERT FE. NAGLE, GENERAL COUNSEL WASHINGTON, D.C, 20510 


February 24, 1972 


Mrs. Joseph J. Maurer 
Belton Centennial Book 
P. O. Box 433 

Belton, Missouri 64012 


Dear Mrs. Maurer: 


As I'm sure you know, my office regularly receives The 
Belton Star-Herald. Our subscription is obviously not as 
old as the newspaper or the city, but we have read with 
interest about the activities and plans for Belton's 
Centennial Celebration. 


On noticing that a Centennial Book would be published, 
we contacted you to ask if we could submit a letter of 
congratulations, They are deserved. 


Belton, indeed, has a proud past and a bright future. 

I have always enjoyed a trip to your city, to visit with 
the good people of Belton. They--moreso than the econoniic, 
demographic, or geographic factors--are the reasons for 
the accomplishments of the past as well as the promise of 
that bright future. 


Until I have a chance to return, my best wishes and again 
my congratulations on your anniversary. 


= 


Von. “Wagletor~_ 


Thomas F, Eagleton 
United States Senator 


TFE/kc 





We. J. RANDALL 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON 


January 26, 1972 


Dear Mayor Willey: 


This is to express our warmest congratulations 
and very best wishes to the residents of Belton on the 
occasion of your Centennial celebration. 


It is progressive communities such as Belton 
that provide the greatness of our District and State. 
Your citizens are to be commended for their willingness 
to give of their time and talent to make their community 
such a prosperous and pleasant place to live. 


Belton has a rich history but in my judgment 
also a bright future. As your Representative in the 
Congress, I am proud that the fine community of Belton 
is a part of the 4th Missouri District. 


For Belton, now 100 years young, it is our 
sincere wish that your second century may show 
continued and sustained progress for a greater 
Belton. 


With every good wish, 


Sincerely, 


Wm. , Randall 
Member of Congress 


The Honorable J. Wayne Willey 
Mayor 
Belton, Missouri 64012 
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An Early Plat of Mt. Pleasant Township, Probably in the 1880s 
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PLAT BOOK OF CASS COUNTY MISSOURI 
1895 






George Washington Scott 


Founder of Belton 


George Scott was only a year old in the early fall of 
1836 when his parents, Johnathan and Frances Stanfield 
Scott decidedtoleave Virginia, the landoftheir birth, and travel 
to Missouri. There were six olther children, Adaline Martha, 
13, John James, 11 (who died on the trip west and was buried 
in Kentucky), Robert Milton, 10, Charles Wesley, 8, Benjamin 
Franklin 6 and Elizabeth Rebecca, 4. 

The family traveled in five covered wagons led by teams 
of oxen and they brought 21 household slaves with them. It 
was winter when they reached and crossed the Mississippi 
near Hannibal, Mo., where they stayed until the spring. 

The story is told that when they neared Florida, Mo., 
after resuming their journey, they saw a youngster nol quite 
two years old running along the side of the road. Assuming 
he was lost, Mrs. Scott had the wagons stopped, picked him 
up and put him in the wagon with George. Arriving in Florida, 
where they decided to make their home, they soon found the 
parents of fhe little boy, who turned out to be Samuel Long- 
horne Clemens, who in later years was better known as Mark 
Twain. 

Two more children were born to the Scotts, James 
Madison and Virginia Frances, before Johnathan Scott died on 
July 12, 1841 when he was 47 years old, The children were 
orphaned less than five years later when Frances Scott died 
on Jan. 28, 1846 at the age of 44. 

The Scott children were taken in by families in Paris 
and Florida, Mo, George W. Scott was taken in by S. PB. 
Clapper and lived there until 1852. He worked three years at 
a wagon and carriage lumber business, reading a great deal 
in his spare time educating himself. 

He had been in the mercantile business for two years 
at New Sante Fe, Mo. (Jackson County ), when he married 
Susan Eleanor March on Jan, 14, 1854. She was born in 
Green County, Dl., om Dec. 1, 1838, the only daughter of 
George Washington Mareh and Mary A. Gregg. The March’s 
also had a son Wallace McCampbell March, born April 20, 
1843. 

George and Susan had three children, Mary Ella, who was 
born Nov. 3, 1860 and died when she was sixteen on April 1, 
1876; Fanny Lee, who was born on a farm near Lee’s Summit, 
Nov. 13, 1862 and John Walter Scott who was born Feb, 6, 
1868. He married Maleta Harrelson on Oct, 19, 1893. They 
had one son, Frank Harrelson Scott who was married in 
Mexico, Mo. to Laura H, Snedeker, They had no children 
and are now living in Sarasota, Fla, Fanny Lee married 
R. C. Wilson of Virginia in 1886, and they made their home 
in Belton. The Wilson family history appears elsewhere in 
this book, 

Prior to the Civil War, in 1860, the Scotts first lived on 
the G. M, (Mart) Wright farm, north of where Belton was 
later founded, and then moved to a farm in Jackson County 
near Lee’s Summit, It was here that he became friends with 
William H. Colbern a lumherman and banker who would one 
day join him in buying the land that would become Belton. 

When the Civil War broke out, both the Scott and March 
families moved in or near Independence where their Gregg 
relatives lived, and George Scott enlisted in the Confederate 
Army. He fought in the battles of Cane Hill, Prairie Grove, 
Pea Ridge and Westport. After the Civil War, the Scotts 
returned to Lee’s Summit, Scott made a trip to Kentucky 
and then persuaded his friend, Colbern, to join him in buy- 
ing from Manzey Q, Ashby of that state, the land upon which 
Belton was founded, 

Soon after Belton was founded and dedicated on Dec, 20, 





George Washington Scott 





-< 


Susan Eleanor March 


1871, George Scott moved his family to Belton and buil€ a home 
on the southwest corner of whatisnowSpring and Scott streets. 

Seott was active in the early civicand social life of Helton. 
He served a termas mayor andwasa charter member and first 
Worshipful Master of Belton Masonic Lodge No, 450. He was 
also 4 member of Belton Lodge No. 145, A.O.U,W. (Ancient 
Order of United Workmen). He gave to the City of Belton the 
land for City Hall on Main Street andalso the land for the first 
school, the present site of the Walnut St. school building. 

He became a partner of Wallace McCampbell March, his 
wife’s brother on Jan. 12,1880. They were farmers and shipped 
hundreds of carloads ofgrain, wheat, cornand flax from Belton, 
under the firm name of Scott & March. He was also an early 
banker in Belton, Scott invented the first press wheat drill 


-Ib- 


anda blue grass stripper, A corn planter he invented was sold 
to the John Deere Co. 

He died at his home in Belton, June 10, 1922. His wile 
Susan died Jan. 14, 1901. " 

Of the nine children of the early Seotts, Captain Robert 
Milton Scott was George Scott's closest relative, He married 
Elizabeth White Stevens of Paris, Mo. They had one daughter 
Sarah Frances, who grew up as a close cousin of Fanny Scott, 
The girls exchanged visits between Belton and Paris. Sarah 
married William E. Hil, a banker at Keytesville, Mo, They had 
five children, Frank W., who became an actor and never mar- 
ried; Elizabeth who married §. Woodson Hundley of St. Joseph; 
Lucille, wha married Charles S. Keith; Sallye married Frank 
M. Bernardin and Helen Married Georze M. Hawes. The last 
three all lived in Kansas City, Mo. The only one living today 
is Sallye Scott Hill, who is often a visitor to Belton. 


ilorminion for the Sentt history was Supplied by his grand- 
duughter, Mrs. Grove Wilsow Yan Brant of Kansas City, who 
Wis iseisled ty her late brather’s (Seott) son, William Wilson 
of Adam's Run, $, CG. ant) hy Mrs, Sallye Scott Hill, @ preut. 
Hite of George W, Seon, Both had copies of the early Seott 


family Bibles sting the Scotts who came from fahtagx Co, near 
Scomshiurg, Va. The Bibles alse listed we names and births uf 
the 21 fiousehold slives who vceompaiied the Seot wage 


Lritin to Missouri.) 





The George W. Scott original home which was /oca- 
ted on the southwest corner of Spring and Scott 
Streets. The walk was made of soft Soap stones 
brought from Westport. His great-granddaughier 
Frances Scott Duniap is shown in front of the house. 
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dunlap. 


The Founding 


and 


Naming of Belton 


George W. Seott and William H. Colbern, a Lee’s Summit 
banker purchased the land on which Belton is located from 
Manzey Q, Ashby of Kentucky. The original entry from Plat 
Book 12-22-1854 shows U, S, to Manzey @. Ashby, July 15, 
1869. The sale of the land to Scott and Colbern appears in 
Book 1, Page 266, filed Aug. 13, 1869. A little mare than twa 
years later on Dec, 20, 1871, the Plat of Belton was filed and 
the sedication held, The abstract that records this filing 
appears in the Town Plat Book, page 16 of the Recorder's 
office at Harrisonville, Mo, 

The land bought was the East Half of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 14, and Wast Half of the Northwest Quar- 
ter of Section 13, Township 46, Range 33, Cass County, Mo. 
and comprised approximately 80 acres. 

While doing research for this book, it was discovered 
that Manzey Q. Ashby, the original owner of the land on which 
Belton is situated, was a great-great grandfather of Barker 
Lane, 303 E. South Ave., Belton, recent city councilman. His 
paternal grandmother was Georgia Hamilton Lane, a daughter 
of George Hamilton and fllen Ashby Hamilton, Ellen was the 
daughter of Manzey Q. and Marcia C. Ashby. 

It was reported in the 1917 Cass County History that 
Belton was named jor a blacksmith named Belt, A letter to 
The Belton Star-Herald in 1966 from Scott Wilson, since 
deceased, grandson of George Scott, disputed this report. 
According to Wilson, family members had remembered their 


grandfather Scott telling them it was named for a close friend, 
Capt. Mareus Lindsey Belt, whom he had served under 
during the Civil War in Gordon’s Regiment of Cavalry in 
General Joe Shelby’s Brigade. Scott served from 1861 to 
1865. Belt had helped Seott when the town was being surveyed. 

In preparation for publication of this book, Grace Wilson 
VanBrunt of Kansas City undertook to track down Capt. Belt. 
She was assisted by Mr. and Mrs. L, M. Crouch, Jr. of 
Harrisonville; Grace Elizabeth Taylar who wrote the Peculiar 
Centennial Book; Frank P. Catron of Lexington, the cousin of 
a Kansas City nelghbor; Robert E, Catron, a T.W,A. overseas 
captain; the National Archieves of Veteran's records at 
Washington D, C, and the office of the Adjutant General, 
National Guard, Jefferson City. Verification of Capt. Belt 
was made and it was learned he was the first superintendent 
of the Confederate Home in Higginsville, established in 
1991. During the war he had served in Company B, Gordon’s 
Regiment, 

Capt, Belt died Aug, 27, 1921 at Higginsville. The Aug. 
17, 1939 issue of The Belton Star-Herald carried a reprint of 
his obituary which appeared in the Higginsville paper. It was 
brought in by Roy G. Johnston who had been given it on a trip 
to Louisville, Ky. by a Pullman conductor named Belt. The 
obituary states that ‘‘He (Belt) had contracts with the Frisco 
when that road was built and the town of Belton in Cass 
County was named in his honor,.’? 


mr ik= 





Indians 


By Dorothy Lane 


‘Indians today are remnants of a once populous 
and flourishing American people. Some of their 
colorful life can still be observed in 22 of the 50 
United States. Missouri is not one of these, for soon 
after statehood in 1821 all Indians were moved from 
her borders to the adjacent Indian Territory later 
to become Kansas and Oklahoma. A Missourian who 
wishes to see Indians must go outside his state,*’ 
----INDIANS AND ARCHAEOLOGY OF MISSOURI 
Carl H. Chapman and Eleanor F. Chapman 


Indians lived and owned land four miles west of Belton, 
just across the Missouri-Kansas state line, on what was known 
as the Black Bob Reservation, This reservation was located 
in the southern part of Johnson County and was deeded to 
the Shawnees in the treaty of May 10, 1844, consisting of 
33,392,87 acres of very fine, rich land, In the treaty of May 
10, 1854, this tract of land was receded to the government 
and then 200,000 acres were retroceded to the Shawnees 
in severalty, The Shawnees had divided into two bands, the 
‘severalty or head-right’ community, wha selected their home 
in severalty, and the ‘Black Bob’ band, who chose to hold them 
in common, and under the treaty gave them the right to select 
200 acres at any future time as *head-right.’ 

At the beginning of the Civil War, because of the contin- 
ued harassment [rom raiders on either side ofthe conflict, the 
Shawnees abandoned their always plentiful lands and settled 
in the Indian Territory that is now Oklahoma. After the close 
of the war, the disbanding of the armies and consequent rush 
for hames in the new state, these abandoned lands of the Shaw- 
nees were quickly occupied by the settlers. 

When the Shawnees believed peace had been restored, 
they sent about one hundred of their most intelligent men 
back to their old homes in Johnson County to dispose of their 
lands. They found their lands oecupied by settlers that had 


rushed inafter the war, andthe situation being thus complicated, 
they found some difficulty in making sales, thus giving a 
great opening [or the land speculators 


In 1867, certain Indians received their patents and sold 
to different parties, the first sale being made on Oetober 
28, 1867 to J, C, Irvin, atotal of $600 acres for an approximate 
price of $4.80 per acre, Some settlers demanded title direct 
from the government , others accepted patents from the 
Indians. 

These Black Boh Shawnees, when they sold, moved to 
Indian Territory and united with the Cherokees, Mny of them 
who did not sell remained in Kansas, often without a home 
as their lands were occupied by treaspassers, 

Isaac J, Holloway, an early pioneer and resident pf 
Belton, recalled in Judge Allen Glenn’s 1917 History of 
Cass County that his father homesteaded a quarter section 
of land which was situated in the western part of Jackson 
county, not far from the Shawnee Indian reservation. Black 
Bob, the celebrated Shawnee Chief and founder of the Black 
Bob reservation, was well known to the Holloway family and 
had eaten dinner at their home, Isaac remembered Black Bob 
well and said that he was an honest Indian and the Shawnees 
were a quiet, peaceable tribe. Numerous occasions were still 
fresh in his memory when prairie fires came sweeping from 
the ‘Indian country.” 

Descendants of John Henry McKinley, presently living in 
Belton, tell us that in the year 1872 McKinley bought acreage 
on what had been the Black Bob reservation and moyed his 
lamily there from Westport Landing, There were afew Indians 
still living in the area. McKinley's wife, Sarah, never ceased 
to be surprised upon finding an Indian brave sitting in the kit+ 
chen whieh was separate from the living areaof the home, Atter 
being given their favorite treat of home made light bread, 
spread with sugar, they would always leave as quietly as they 
had arrived. 
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Carry Nation 


By Dorothy Lane 





Carry Nation When she was 26 


When Carry Nation started swineile her hatchet across the 
plains of Kansas, the antl-saloon movement was a mere weak- 
ling. She transformed if into a militam giant that eventually 
pul the eighteenth amendment into the constitution. 

Born Carry Amelia Moore in Garrard County, Kentucky, 
Noy. 25, 1846, she was the daughter of Mary J. (Campbell) 
Moere and George Maore, Those who remembered Carry, 
recalled her in youthasa pleasantandattractive person, an un- 
likely candidate for the role she was to play in the saga of 
prohibition. 

According to her autobiography, the house where she was 
bora had ten rooms, built of hand-hewn logs, weather boarded 
and plastered. The parlor, which she was seldom allowed to 
enter, was remembered as the greatest attraction, with its 
gold-leaf wallpaper and red plush furniture. Included in her 
memories was the beautiful garden where eight of her an- 
cestors were buried including her grandfather in 1813, There 
was a ‘long house” on the farm where the negro women would 
spin and weave, Flax and sheep were raised on the farm for 
spinning linen for summer wear and woolen for winter wear. 
Carry learned to spin at an early age on a small wheel her 
father had made for her, Moore hada mill and store in Lincoln 
County near Hustonsville, 

Tler association with the negro servants madea lasting im- 
pression on Carry. The stories they told and their oldtime re- 
ligion stayed with her always. She was very attached to one 
named Aunt Judy, and wanted totake care of her in her old age, 
She went to Southern Texas to gel her in 1873, only to find she 
had been dead six months. The first time she ever attended 
chureh, she rode behind her nurse on horseback, and sat with 
them in the gallery. In 1908 she said,‘*A worse slavery is now 
On us. | would rather have my son sold to a Slave-driver than 
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la be a yietim af a salnon.” 


Amon her garly memories were those of her Grandmothen 
Moore who always carried on the hornoflier saddle a handbag, 
called a ‘treticwle’. In it she always brought a treat for the 
oHildren, usually, a cut off a loaf of sugar, that used to be solq 
in the shape of a long loaf of bread. 

When Carry was five years old, the family moved toa 
place about two miles from Manville, Ky. In 1854 the Moores 
moved to Woadford County, Ky, Her father was one of the 
trustees in building {he Orphan’s Home at Midway. 

The year 1855 brought Carry, then nine years old, and 
her family to a farmeast of Peculiar in Cass County, Missouri. 
During the trip on the boat, Carrytooka severe cold which she 
claimes affected her health for years, She admitted to not. 
being a trustful child nor honest. Only after receiving a book 
at Sunday Sehool telling of the way people became thieves, by 
beginning to take little things, some of them the same as she 
had been taking from her family and home, did she realize 
berself a thief, 

It was about this time Carry was converted, She relates 
in her autobiography; ‘"There was a protracted meeting at a 
place called Hickman's Mill, Jackson County, Mo. The minister 
was gray haired and belonged to the Christian of Disciple’s 
Church, the one my father belonged to. I was at this time ten 
years old and went with my father to church on Lord’s Day 
morning. At the close of the sermon and during the invitation, 
my father stepped to the pulpit and spoke to the minister and 
he looked over in my direction. At this] began to weep bitterly, 
some power seemed to impel me to go forward and sit down 
on the front bench, I could nothavetold anyone what I wept for, 
except it was a longing to be better, The next day 1 was taken 
to a runnin stream about two miles away, and, although it 
was quite cold and same ice in the water, [ felt no fear. It 
seemed like a dream. | said no word, I felt the responsibility 
of my new relationship and tried hard to do right**, 

When she was fifteen the war broke out between the horth 
and the south, Pamilies that owned negroes took them and went 
south, in many instances, to Texas. Their belongings were 
packed in wagons, for there were no railroadsin the area. One 
of the wagons had six yoke of oxen hitched to it anda ladder was 
used to get into it, The family rode in the carriage, After being 
on the road six weeks, the Moores stopped at Grayson County, 
Tex, and bought a farm. Carry’s healthimproved there and she 
spent her days horse back riding, and sewing on grey uniforms 
for the southern boys to wear to war. 

When the family fully recovered from an epidemic of 
typhoid fever, her father left negro servants in the south and 
returned his family to Missouri. They were often stopped by 
Southern troops, in the Territory and Texas, and then again 
by northerners, They passed over the Pea Ridge battle ground 
shortly after the battle, and all bedding and pillows that could 
be spared were given to the wounded. 


Moore was held in the highest esteem by his daughter, 
she found him always the master of the situation. She recalled; 
"When we lived in Cass County, during the war, ve saw Quan- 
trill’s men coming up to the house, These men were dressed 
in slouch hats, gray suits, and had their guns and tayersacks 
roped fo their saridles. My father did not know to what extent 
he was disliked hy the bushwhackers, and we were very much 
alarmed; fully expected some harm was meant, Men on both 
sides were frequently taken out and shot down, He walked out 
ta meet them taking tis hat off aud called ‘Good Morning’ ta 
them tn a friendly tone. Asked them togel off their horses, for 
he had a treat for them, In the corner of the yard was the 
carriage house and under that wasa tock spring house, throug) 


Which a living stream of Water ran around the pans of milk, 
He took themt to the door, gave thei seats, then went ip this 
milkhouse and browsht outa jar of buttermilk, I buve heard rt 
said that buttermilk Is one of the grestest treats to u solder, 
He talked with (hese men as if they had been friends; brought 
out fruit; loaded them with bread, butter and milk; and they 
left without even taking a horse from us. T fully believe it was 
their intent(on to do some harm, but by tha tact of my father 
they were disarmed," 

Carry did a beniltiful thing for her father, In his last 
years it erieved him tat be was unable to pay a debt he owed. 
Affer his death, when she iyas tinancially able, she sought out 
ihe heirs of Mr. Wills at Peculiar, Missouri and paid the 
ifebt. 

Shortly after the family returned to thelr home in Cass 
County, Order Number 12 was issued. The Moores moved to 
Kanses City and Carry was in Independence during the battle 
when General Price came through, She went with other women 
to nurse the wounded at the hospital. 

The last school Carry attended was at Liberty, Mo. when 
she was 18. She never alaborated on her Jove affairs, however, 
she staied she was @ great lover. She was more attracted by 
thut of the mind, rather than beanty of face or fort. Country 
dances and sometimes balls in the city were favorites althongh 
she refused to dance a round dance with a gentleman, Mugging 
sohool (Carry's term for dancing school) was not compatible 
with a true woman, She considered herself popular with the 
men and testimony has been given that she always had more 
time to joke with the men, than conyerse with women. 


Upon their return to Cass Countyafter the war, Mr. Moore 
was evidently comected with the school in some way. It was 
reportedly named the George Moore §chool in bis honor. 

In the fall of 1865, Dr. Charles Gloyd, 2 young physician 
called on Moore in efforts te secure a teaching position at the 
country school. He wanted to teach forthe winter before decid- 
ing if he wanted to practice his profession, 


Cloyd won the heart of young Carry, He later moved to 
Holden, Mo, and he and Carry were married on Nov, 21, 1867. 
He became an incurable drunkard to Carry's anguish. She 
returned to her father’s home just before their daughter Char- 
lier! was born. A little less than six months later Dr. Gloyd 
died, 





Of her girlhood home at Peeuliar, Carry said, ‘Under the trees 
o! Unis dear old place | listened to the sweet story of the Jove 
of himan murdered by drink.’ 


Carry returned to Holden, made a home for her late 
husband’s mother who kept house and took care of Charlien. 
Carry attended the Normal Institute of Warrensburg for one 
year and received a teaching certificate, She taught in the pri- 


mary room of the Publie School at Holden for four vears but 
the position was lost over the pronuncialinn ol the latter "a". tt 
was a blow to her as she could not leave her mother-in-law and 
dauvliter to teach elsewhere, 

The resolve was inde (yo pet miurcied. She prayed ts God 
to selert « husband for her. Ten duys fram that Nene she met 
David Nation, asuccessful lawyer, oéwspaper editar, ang minis- 
ter in the Christian Church, Nation was one of the defense law- 
yers in the trial of Leonidas Hornshy who was charged will kill- 
ing Old Drum, the dorimmortalized by the other lawyer, (George 
Graham Vest, who represented Charles Burden, Drums owner. 
Carry and David were married in 1877 soon after that first 
meeting. Their marriage was not @ happy one, he blamed ler 
combative nature whieh she said was due to her having to (ight 
for everything. However, she belieyedeventhistobe (;ou’s will 
for tf she had married a man she could have loved she could 
not have fought the ‘‘demon liquor’’, 

Two years aftér their marriage tiey exohanged their mutual 
property for 1700 acres of land on the San Bernard river in 
Tex, Witha car load of cood furniture, some fine stock, hogs and 
eattle, Carry and David left Misseurt, 

They did not succeed af farming, sa David left bis wife in 
charge while he went into fowntapractics law. Carry left soon 
after and went to the small townof Columbia te start one pf her 
several boarding houses. Her first venture was financed by 
borrowing 73.50 frem the cook, Other boarding houses followed 
resulting in long hours and hardwork, Oftenshe disagreed with 
churches and would hold Sunday School and charch in the dining 
room of her boarding house. 

Carry became depressed with the responsivility of the 
boarding house, with ber family that was living with bor whieh 
included a son-in-law by that time, She asked Gud to deliver ber 
from it all and proniised that if He would do sa, she would do 
for Him what noone else couldda—thus she started, as a divine 
call from God, her fight against the liquor traffic. 

David Nation took charge ofa Christian Churcl at Meci- 
cine Lodgs, Barter County, Kans., in LAG, The following your 
he became the pastor of a church in Holton, Kans, pavird was 
not a foaring suce’ss as 4 misister, Carry chost his texts 
for him and often wrote tis sermons. She sat on lhe front row 
and in dn audible tone told him when to raise and tower his 
voles. When she though! he bad preached long enough she would 
step into the sisle and say insloud yoice, **That will be all for 
today, David’. Wf he did nol respond accordingly she would 
mareh to the pulpit, bang the Bible shut and hand him his hat. 
In Jater years she said of favid,*'Lknew that ny hushand ought 
not to be in the ministry. [ do not believe he was eyer a con- 
verted man’. After u few months Nation was usked fo resign 
from his position as minister and he did so with pleasure, He 
became involved tn a few of Carry’s projects but gradually 
faded from the picture when his life was threatened, When 
David sued Carry for divorce on growmds of desertion in 1901 
Carry said, “David was too slow for me’. To borrow Dale 
Carnemie’s phrase, ‘That girl didn’t need a tushand, sle 
needed a Kansas jackrabbit,’* 

The cyclone in petticoats launched her campaign against 
tobacea and liquor from Medicine Lodge. The volers of 
Kansas had outlawed saloons by yote of the people about 1880. 
Because it was illegal to have saloons, Carry felt she could 
destroy their property and not be sued for damaves, 

Headlines were made in her march acruss Kansas and 
Oklahoma, — rock-throwing, pipe-throwing, wielding her hatchet 
and rsading her Bible. One Sunday morning Carry, then in 
fhe Wichita jall, wired ber brother Charles H. Moore in Bel- 
ton “to come, that she and her group, the W.C.T.U. were 
doing what the law should be doing, closing liquor joints and 
dives’. According to a recent correspondence with Carry’s 
niece, Mrs. Geneva Van Kirk of California, Carry’s father, 
Charles H. Moore, was Iiving southwest of Belton on a farm 
af that time. 

Her first method of closing saloons was by singing and 
praying on the walks in front nf the saloons but that proved too 
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slow. She had & vision from “ied-to throw something so she 
started throwing rocks to break up saloons, Then her weapon 
would be Jost, su the pipe and caue were next, The hatchet 
praved Lo be the ideal weapon, She spent her time in jail, 
which was reportedly 33 limes, praying and reading her 
Bible, In later years shu wonld not allow herself to be phato- 
raphed without her ible, While in jail she always manajed 
ta convert af least a few of her fellow prisohers, Few couln 
mateh her witty turn of speech and mast offen she bested 
the smartest politicians and Jaw enforrers with whom she 
clashed. Even thoieh she never acquired many worldly zoods, 
sie managed well what she had to furtler her eause. Much af 
what she earned was contributed to charity, 

The crusade of ‘the loving home defender,’ as she 
called herself, lasted teg years, filled with fury and personal 
sacrifice, She was stoned, epved, bedlen and on one oceasion 
was lit over the head with a ehatr. A fire-proof dress was 
included in her wardrebe for fear a drunk wonld set fire ta 
her, Ta finanee the venture she sald hatchet pens, pamph- 
lets and Jectared, Ths carrie Carry Nation to 48 states, 
Puvland, Seotlaniland Mexico. 

During this time, she was known to have visited Belton on 
twa orrasions, Ciniee was at the death of her sister Edna Cant- 
well in 1006. The inneral was held at the Christian Church, 
and the Jate [ffie Wales played the pump oritdn, according 
ly Fille’s sister Nettie Davidson, Upon Carry’s arrival in 
Belton, she took charye of the funeral and preached the 
service. On another occasion she lecturedin Belton and the late 
Seott Wilson, according to his sister, Mrs. Richard fmnlap, 
received a pen from Carry for carrying her bazs from the 
(rain to where she stayed, 

The dream lo spend ler lastdays inthe Ozarks took her to 
fureka Sprinvs, Arkansas in 1908, There a fourteen room 
house was purchased and converted ta a boarding house, Carry 
namer it ‘*Hatchet Hall’', According to Dr. Romie Lela Crump, 
Fuide and lecturer at Carry’s last home, the famed prohibi- 
tionist not only lad a hoarding lionse but later a day school 
atid a Sunday school — yel had plenty of time to lecture, smash 
shine, knock out some cirars and chearettes, (Irom the smok- 
ers mouths that is}, and to be avood neighbor, She was famous 
for coffee, fluffy creamed potatoes, chicken ple and apple 
dumplings. The Chief of Police at Rureka Springs at that 
time compromised with Carry —le let her stand on a keg and 
lecture in tront ofthe eleven saloons, ifsle wouldn’t break ther 
lip. 

Carry died June 9, 1911 at Evergreen Hospital in Leaven- 
worth, Kans,, where she had been taken the preceding January. 
In a letter, published by Dr. Crump in a book about Carry, a 
Rev, William §, Lowe relates the following: ‘tAt the time of 
Carry Nation's death, [ was pastor of the Central Christian 











Church in Kansas City, Kans, Mrs, Nation had heen il] in the 
flospital in Kansas City, and she died there, Her funeral ser- 
vice was held in the home of a sister of hers there, This ser- 
vice was held early on a Sunday morniny, durine our regular 
Sunday School time, | needed to hurry from the funeral ta my 
own chiirch for the regular morning service. Mrs. Nation's 
bory was taken to Belton, Mo, for burial, From what I recall, 
there was a zood crowd at the service.” 

Some people called Carry Nation insane and threw sticks 
and stores anil broke her bones, others called her a saint and 
a God-seind to their communities, One thing evident is that 
she was faithful to her convictions of what she believed to be 
Tivht and wrong. . 

Carry changed things — she even put Belton on the map 
when tecgrayesite was noted on Missouri road maps. This year, 
Belton’s centennial year, the Junior High School newspaper 
staff named their publication The Smasher” inhonor of Carry 
Nation, It was the name of one of her original publications, 
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Carry Nation's Monument 


It was Currys dying Wish to be buried at Belton beside her 
father wid mother, Her grave on Che eustern Slopes of the ceme- 
tery remained unmarked until May 30. 1924 when the Women’s 
Chnisnan Temperence Union and frvends erected a monument 
inseribed! Faithful To The Cause af Prohilition - ‘She Tath 
Done Whit She Could.’ Shawn stanting beside the monument is 
Gloyd McNabb Foerster, the next fo the eldest granddaughter. 
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Dale Carnegie 


Although Dale Carnegie Was not born in Belton or actually 
lived here, for some 45 years he Was a frequent visilor and 
ealled it his hometown, 

The world famous author and lecturer was born in Mary- 
ville, Mo., Nov. 24, 1888. From 1904 to 1908 he attended War- 
rensburg State Teachers College (now Central Missouri State 
College), 

He went to New York City in 1911 with ambitions of becoming 
an actor, He started his eareer as an instructor of publio 
speaking with the Young Men’s Christian Assn. in 1912 and 
not Long after had his awn office to promote his discovery that 
Americans had an intense desire to succeed. 

He hecame business manager for Lowell Thomas in 1919 
and spent several years traveling in Europe, Africa and the 
Artic, 

‘«Public Speaking; A Practical Course for Business Meu,"* 
was published in 1926 and in 1932 it was published with the 
title ‘*Speaking and [nfluencing Meu in Business,’’ 

The book became a standard text for his courses and is 
audience was increasedby a syndicated newspaper column which 
appeared in 71 newspapers. A radio program was inaugurated 
in 1933. His formulas for success were broadened to include 
all phases of human relations, 

The Carnegie Institute for Effective Speech and Human 
Relations was established to unify his various activities, 

His most famous book, ‘‘How to Win Friends and Influence 
People” was published in 1936. Its overall theme was the idea 
‘rhelieve that you will sueceed and you will.” 

Other books published by Carnegie, all related to the suc- 
cess theme were 'Lincoln the Unknown” (1932);‘*Little Known 
Facts About Well Known People’’ (1934); ‘Five Minute Biog- 
raphies” (1937) and ‘*How to Stop Worrying and Start Living’ 
(1948). 

An article on Carry Nation from ‘*Five Minute Biographies” 
contains a reference to Belton, 

Carnegie said, ‘‘I feel especially at home on the subject 
of Carry Nation. Although she was born about a half century 
before I was, I lived in the same town where she and part of 
James pang had grown up. For a while | attended the same 
colleze that she had atfended and she is buried now in my 
hometown of Belton, Mo. I expect to be buried there myseli 
so [ will probably lie within a few yards of Carry Nation 
throughout countless centuries of time.” 

His parents, Elizabeth and J, W, Carnagey bought a farm 
on what was then the outskirts of Belton in 1910, The property 
was on the south side of the present Carnegie Street and ap- 
proximately comprised the present sites of Deer Park and 
Countryside Manor housing developments. At one time Carnegie 
also owned a large farm in Harrisonville. 

His mother was 2 member of the Methodist Church and 
active in the Missionary Society and a worker in the W.C.T.U. 

She got a group of youns women together in 1910 and 
organized Belton's first Sunday school class. The motto adopted 
was ‘'Jam His’ andthe class was andis known as the [AH class, 

Through the 1930’sarticles regarding Carnegies’s comings 
and goings were reported in The Belton Star-Herald. Many 
citizens remember a watermelon feast prepared for him in 
1937. A large crowd showed up, many hopefully expecting a 
speech by Carnegie, Instead, he said, ‘I’m sure you all are 
just as anxious as T am fo get down to the business of eating 
this delicious watermelon,” and that was the end of his remarks, 

A year later he made a formal address at the High School 
as a benefit for the Belton Lions Club of which he was a mem- 
ber, Admittance was 25 cents. 

Other appearances were made by Carnegie in Belton, one 
on April 7, 1940, to a standing room only crowd. 
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Dale Carnegie and his daughter Donna Dale 


Th. April 1939, a syndicated column by him was carried 
by the Star-lWerald. The column was supplied free of chars 
to his hometown newspaper, 

Carnegie matried Dorathy Price Vanderpool of ‘Tulsa, 
Okla. on Nov. 5, 1940. She remains a vital part today of Male 
Carnegie Assoclates, Inc. 

He changed the spelling of his name because [riends in 
the east constantly misspelled it, Carnegie said he wanted to 
spare them the embarrassment of répested corrections. 

His mother died in 1939, his father in 1941 and Carnegie 
died in Forest Hills, L. 1. on Nov, 1, 1955, They are all buried 
in an underground mausoleum in the Belton vemetery, 

Cousins af Carnegie still live in Belton and Cass Cummty, 
Mrs. George Wernex and her son Russell Wernes, 


Dale Carnegie's Articles 
to Appear in Star-Herald 


In this issue the first of a new 
series of articles written by Dale 
Carnegie appears. We are glad 
to announce that this highly edu- 
cational and interesting feature 
will appear weekly through the 
kindness and courtesy of Dale 
Carnegie. Regarding this ss his 
home, and his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. Carnagy living here, 
Mr. Carnegie has naturally founul 
many friends on his visits to Bel- 
ton. And too, knowing that the 
cost of his syndicated articles are 
beyond the reach of small town 
papers, he has sent the Star-Het- 
ald this feature that his laeal 
friends and neighbors may etjoy 
and benefit from them, 

We extend ta Dale our sincare 
appreciation and we know, too, 
that we speak for our subserib- 
ers. 


THE BELTON HERALD 
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Communicated, 


Composed after supper on my 

isthilay and dedicated to my 

| fulhor, now deceased, my mroth- 
| ev, husband aud children, 


Dear Mother, id you think of me today, 

Febrintry 21st, my fifty-eighth birthday? 

Oh low many Have been the events be- 
twee 

Hiehteen fifty-eivht and iineteen sixteen! 


The dear Lord has led ine all thrie these 
youre, 

Tho [ve it always served him trnly, I 
nmdoait with tears, 


Tle ty blest ine in ways that can uever 
he tall, 

Ay] wow Tis des service ts the joy of 
pry sort, 


1 {lane Hit for parents, who were chris- 
‘ins indeed, 

Whose commsels 1 was taught lo Faith- 
fully heed, 

Both worning and might father had fami- 
ly prayer, 


there, 


[Tlow daily he prayer that ultimately we, 

Au broken family, in Heaven might be, 

And pow, dear Mother, he's gone and 
you're left behind, 

Take comfort in this: God is loving and 
kind. 





Ile") never leave tor forsake thee, tho 
you're grown vlil, 

Ry trusting imt bun, you'll be kept safe 
in his fold, 

Alto you have lived since eighteen thir- 
{y-two, 

Keep close to Jesus, He'll guide you all 
the way thru. 


Aml oft do T retiember, as we all kuelt| 





Aed two precious sons that are the true} There may come a tine when bomecom- 


blue 

And then there's Mildred, so blithe, hap- 
py and gay, 

Who took the boy's place when they 
went away, 


And now my boy, Clifton, has a homie of 
his own, 

And a true, charming wife, as is well 
kuown, 

And two sweet little girls, full of mirth 
and glee, 

So he is happy of course—why shouldu't 
he be? 


My haby boy Dale, is alouein New York, 

Single just now, but to omarriage sone | 
day may resort. 

Just now he is teaching in the V.M.C, A 

Of Brooklyn, New York, Trenton and 
Philadelphia. 


Spare moments, writes for the American 
mayazine, 

And sometimes for others, it will be seen, 

He’s happy and contented, with this busy 
life, 

Aud wonders what he would do if he had 
a wife. 


He miay come home next summier his 
mother to see, 

And can you imagine then, how happy 
we will be? 

Tau sure that the days only hours will 
stem, 

For since we last met, most two years 
have tutervened, 

Clitton was honte, us, Jast Xmas to see, 

As happy and jolly as auy one could be. 


His dear wife and daughters were also. 


along 
And the hours segimed but moments until 
they were pone, 


[f we never mieet again on this tiuudane| Since Xmas Clifton has bought him a 


sphere 
Keep close to Jesus, all the while you are 
here, 
And then when he calls you, be it morn, 
noon ur night, 
You'll answer with joy, and Hail him with 
| delight, 


The dear Lord lias given’ me a husband 
irue 











ranch, 

Stocked with cattle to eat grass aud drink 
from the bratich. 

And so be’s delighted, though still Hon! 
the road."’ 

Yet to look after both seems to me quite 
a load, 

Come home, boys, often, to seel you jwe 
are glad, 


Mr. and Mrs. 
J. W. Carnagey 
71922 
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ing will be sad, 


So Jel’s love aud serve Jesus, and be truc 


to each other, 


And at last reigw with Tim, children 


father and mother, 


Mrs, J, W. CARNAGHY, 





Amanda Carnagey and 
Annie Middleton - 1922 








Dale Carnegie in front 
of Fred Lininger home 
in Belton - 1957 


Dale Carnegie - As I knew Him 


By Harold Abboit of the Dale Carnegie Institute 


I met Dele Carnegie for the firsttime Aug. 15, 1941. We had 
eorresponded for several months relative to a job selling his 
personally conducted lectures, [ never had met a celebrity of 
Mr. Carnegie’s stature. To say [ was nervous would be putting 
ft mildly, 

As he opened the door into his suite at the Stevens Hotel, 
he stuck out his hand with a grand smile and said, ‘Come in 
Harold, tT am glad to see you, my you look just like your 
picture." Instantly I was completely relaxed and at home with 
him. Mr. Carnegie had the ability of putting people at ease, Twa 
weeks later, I went to work forhimand began what has hecome 
more than thirty years of the most excitingand enjoyable work 
a man could ever experience, 

Until his death in 1955, I traveled with and ahead of 
Carnegie. So many people have asked, ‘*What kind of a man 
was he? What kind of a personality did he have? How did he 
treat his employees™’ In this regard, I would have to say that 
he practiced what he preached, He wasa very human individual, 
He had his faults. But courtesy and understanding were only 
two of his many vitures. The only times I ever saw Dale Car- 
negieé angry were the times we would be driving through the 
country and we happened to pass a rundown farm that had been 
allowed fo erade and deteriorate. Then he would risé up in 
righteous indignation. He loved the land, He loved Missouri, 
Yes, he loved Belton. 

Everytime [ took him to Belton, Dale would ask me to 
drive down the main street. One time in a reflective mood 
he said, ‘'My mother used to trade at that store,’ and a little 
farther down he said, ‘* My father used fo bank at that bank,’? 
Because of the memories it held, Belton was a very sacred 
place to him. 

{ have heard Carnegie lecture from Miami, Florida to 
Portland, Oregon, and 1 don't believe J ever heard him when 
he did not mention his boyhood in Missouri, the farms in 
Nodaway County where tie grew up and his parent’s farm at 
the edge of Belton. Dale Carnepie revered his parents as few 
people do. He was constantly referring to something he had 
learned from his mother or father. 

He liked people. One of the most enjoyable svenings I 
aver spent with him was spent in Belton at a family reunion 
dinner of cousins and their families. He invited me to go along 
with him. There were 20 to 25 people there and most of the 
evening was spent reminiscing, reliving the experiences ol 
their childhood, There were few times I ever heard Dale Car- 
negie laugh as much as he did that evening, 

Simple things in life interested Mr. Carnegie, He liked to 
fish, he loyed the country. Severaltimes while we were visiting 
in Nodaway County, we walked from one of the farms where 
he grew up, across country to the Rose [ill School which he 
had attended. 

He was a very retiring man, not timid, but realized that 
because he had written a book on human conduot, that peaple 
would expect him to be perfect in all of his relationships. He 
told me one time, ‘Before I wrote the book, ‘How to Win 
Friends,’ strangers did not seek my company, No, I was just 
Dale Carnegie, Forest Hills, New York, teacher of adult 
education classes. But once that book was published, I became 
so well known, people thought | should be perfect in all my 
relationships with other people. But not one place in that hook 
do ] say to do this because I do it, no, 00, I studied men like 
Charles Schwab, Eddie Rickenbacker, Will Rogers and Jesus 
Christ, men like that who had made a reat success of their 
dealing with people. The book is composed of things I have 


learned fram men far more sueeess{il in dealing with people 
that T have ever teen.’ 

“When I vet with a esroup of slranvers which I nisl do 
sometimes, Ibeginto realize that Tam not measuring up to their 
preconceived idea of what I should be like —~and tt is em- 
barrassing.”” Dale Carnegie is a vreater Man teloy than when 
he passed away 16 years azo, 

His widow, Dorothy Carnegie, together with executive 
vice president, John Cooper who works closely with her, have 
done a masterful job in guiding the Dale Carnegie organization 
into an educational course of world wide fame, Mr. Cooper 
got his start in the Carnezie work as an instructor in Kansas 
City in January 1951. 

It has been my privileze to visil Dale Carnevie classes 
in Tokyo, Manila, Hone Kows, Zurich and [ had the privilese of 
instructing the first class held in Copenhagen, Denmark tn 
1957. Since that time every Christmas, | vet at least one or 
more letters from graduates of that elass, telling me haw the 
training has benefited their lives. 

Now about two million people have taken Dale Carneyie’s 
training. More than eight million have read his book, ‘*How to 
Win Friends.’’ Another million have read his book, ‘How ta 
Stop Worrying and Start Living.”? Dale Carnegie is a Missouri 
farm boy who dared to do and he reached the heights. 

One hundred years from now, Dale Carnegie will he eveo 
more quoted than he is today because his simple truths of 
human relations will not change — because human nature will 
not change. 






DALE CARNEGIE 
COURSES 


ae 


Dale Carnegie with Joe Yule, father of Mickey 
Rooney, during filming of a movie. 
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The Truman Farm Home 





The C. K. Frank home southeast of Belton 


The conitry home of Mr and Mrs. C, K, Frank, four and 
one-half miles southeast vu! Belton, which is located on a hill- 
top faciny south was once the temporary home of former 
president Harry §. Traman and his family. 

The Uniter States patents to George W. Chewning were 
eranted in 1848, the year the house was built. It was rebuilt 
around a Southeast room in the 1880’s by Isaac P. Dye. 

Tt was when Dye owned the farm and had sone prospecting 
that the Trumans lived there, The former president was two 
years old at the time and his brother, Vivian, was born in the 
home in April, 1886, 

During the Civil War some of the outbuildings were burned 
by Federal troops, but the house was not harmed. At the back 
of the house to the northwest is a storm cellar dating to the 
mid-1800's, 

In 1916, [saac Dye left the farm to his sister, Caroline 
A. Boren and her daughter Carrie Lou Sears, 

In the same will, he gave enough hedge posts to fence the 
Alderson graveyard, located one mile northwest of the farm. 





Marker erected by Cass County 
Historical Society 


He also gave §25 to buy number nine throughout, galvanized 
woven Wire to fence the graveyard, 

Carrie Lou and Andy J. Sears and their family lived 
here 16 years. 

In 1946, the Frank’s purchased the farm from Alfin and 
Katherine Phillips. They raised their three children, Brian, 
Clayton and Suzanne on the farm. 


On June 13, 1971, the Cass County Historical Society 
erected a marker near the front of the house, noting that it 
was once the home of the former president. It was dedicated 
by Judge William M. Kimberlin of the 17th District Circuit 
Court of Harrisonville, Mo. 

Special guests at the ceremony were Miss Mary Jane 
Truman, sister of the former president; and Fred Truman, 
son of Vivian Truman. John Curry, archivist in charge of 
book collection, from the Truman Library in Independence, 
Mo., was guest speaker and gave a history of the Truman 
family. 





Miss Mary Jane Truman 
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The Beginnings... 


The land that is now Helton —in fact all of Cass County — 
was once the home of the Great and Little Osage Indians. 

The tribe relinquished part of their lands In western Mis- 
souri by virtue of a treaty made in 1808 at Fort Osage. But 
confusion existed until 1825 when the Indians gave up all their 
claim and rights to the remaining land not covered by the 
earlier Lreatvy. The strip of land on the western border of 
Missouri and now within the limits of the counties of Jackson, 
Cass, Bales, Vernon, Barton, Jasper, Newton and McDonald 
became for the first time a part of the new state of Missouri, 
charlered in 1821. 

White men had discovered the overland routes to California, 
Oregou and New Mexico just 2 few years before this and in the 
early 1890s the government opened the land south of the Mis- 
sourl River to homesteaders, giving away land by the section, 
640 acres at a ime, 

‘the land tying south ol KansasCity, which was incorporated 
in LH50, proved to he a vast, fertile prairie and from states 
such as Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky the settlers came, 
Several families who have submitted histories for inclusion in 
this book have the original land grants in their possession. 
The early seltlers were farmers, merchants, drivers of freight 
wagons to the west and many joined in the California sold rush 
in 1849, 


The Missouri Compromise in 1920 had paved the way for 
Missouri's admission to the Union as a slave state while the 
territories to the west and northwest would be free states, But 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 turned over to the settlers 
the clinica of whether these new states would be slave or free, 

This act only inflamed the issue of the extension of slavery, 
Kansas hecamie a battleground between the extremists of 
North and South. A ruthless border warfare erupted between 
the pro-slave 'Rorder Ruffians” (also known as Rushwhackers) 
of Missouri and the free soil * Jayhawkers” of Kansas which 
lasted in varions forms for 10 years. 

With the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 there were few 
families then living in the Beltou area who were not affected 
in pne way or another. Many of their fathers and sons joined 
the Confederate or Union armies leaving fhe wivesand mothers 
to tend the homes and children, 

In Angust of 1663 the border warfare had been particularly 
fierce. The Jayhawkers, also called rediegs because of their 
distinctive uniform stoekings, raided and plundered in Missouri. 
From Missouri, William C. Quantrill lsd raids into Kansas, 
To compound the already tense Situalion a three-story brick 
building ased as a prison for women who gave aid and comfort 
to the Bushwhackers collapsed. fl was Iocated at 1409 Grand 
Avenue If Kansas City. Four women died wider the rubble in- 
cluding 9 young sister of "Bloody Bill’? Anderson, a member 
of Quantrill’s raiders, There were charges heard that Union 
soldiers had hastened the collapse of the rickety building by 
undermining the foundation walls, 


Revenge came swiftly with the sacking of Lawrence, Kan- 
sas by Quantrill’s men on Aug, 21, Four days later, Hric. 
Gen. ‘Thomas Ewing, 34-year-old Union commander, issued 
Order No. 11. The decision wasta haunt him the rest of his life 
and possibly cost him a chance torunfor the presidency of the 
United States. 

The essence of this drastic measure was the depopulation, 
within 15 davsofan4rea 30 miles wide and 100 miles lone south 


of the Missouri River on the western border of \ossourl, It 
included Jackson, Cass and Bates counties und part of Vernon, 
‘The order affected some 20,000 persons inthe area except those 
living within one mile of the limits of Independence, Hickman 
Mills, Pleasant Hill and Harrisonyille and those living north of 
Brush Creek and west of the Big Blue. 

Those who could prove their (Union loyalty to the sutis- 
faction of the commanding officer ofthe military station nearest 
their residence would receive certificates stating {heir loyalty. 
Those obtaining vertificales were permitted lo vo to any mili- 
tary station in the district or to anvpart of the state of Rausds 
except the counties on the eastern border of the stale. Oy some 
600 inhabitants remained. 

Most of the families around Belton stayed with relatives in 
places like Independence and Platte County, but some ¢raveled 
to far away places like Texas, after salvaying what they could 
nf clothes, personal belongings and livestock. 

Then the plunder and devastation begun, Ilorsessnd wegons 
were confiscated by the Union forces, Luoling was rampayl and 
torches were set to fields, and homes. The area came tO be 
known as the “Burnt District’ and for 18 months it was wiin- 
habited except by troops in transit. Reconstruction of the area 
was not started until war’s end in 1865, 

Stories of how it affected families in the Belton drea are 
included in their individual histories in this book, 


By 1870, most of the homes had been retuill, the firms 
recultivated, new settlers had come in and people had returned 
to the business of living agaln, 

The growth experienced by the new town of Belton from 
1871 to 1000) was indicative of a national trend, Those year's 
saw the rreatest migration in Americuthtstory. The population 
west of the Mississippi increased trom less thay 7,000,000 ta 
16,000,000, Beltou's population also doubled trom 452 in the 
1880 census to 1,005 in 1900, 

After the golden spike was driven at Promontory Point, 
Utah in 1469 the east and west coasts were seven days apart 
by rail, tut San Francisco wis tive months away by wayon 
train. 

Belton of course ¢rew up arouod rail lines and was the 
single most important factor in its growth, as the demand lor 
erain and livestock increased nationally, 

‘These years ware also the age of inventionand Bellon was 
quick to take advantage of these tno. The soldehice was un- 
heard of in 1870, but by 1876 thers were 3,000 and by 1900 
there were 1.4 million. Belton’s first was installed in 1902, 
It wasn’t until 1879 thal Edison's incandescent lamip was in- 
yented and it was the late 90s before the electric light was 
beginning to inske an appearance. Helton was availing itself 
of this marvel as early as 1910, 

Even its forms of ontertainment were the same as the 
rest of the country. Relton's cultural life featured fairs with 
balloon asesnsions, well-known circuses made slops hare, and 
locally its recitals, opera hnuse offerings and the like were all 
2 part of the nafional sesne. 

The town survived tha depression years of 1873, 1884, and 
1893 and the crasshopper plague of 1874. 

Even its many blacksmith shops were a sign of the times. 
They shod horses, manufactured nails, seythes, harness fasten- 
ings, pots, pans and plowshares. 

The people who came were hardy, fdustrious, thrifty and 
were looking ahead lo the future, 


Hi 


Jim Lewis Remembers... 


James A, Lewis was born Nov, 7, 1878, the eldest child of John Franklin Lewis (Apr. 2, 1840 - Jan, 10, 
1484) and Susan Mullen Lewis (Jan, 1, 1858 - Aug. 11, 1934), Lewis married Louann MePherson (daughter of 
Edward and Mary Alice Keeney McPherson) on Oct, 17, 1912. They were the parents of one daughter, Mary 
Allee Yeager, who [s still a resident of Belton. 


dur Both Lewis’ parents and the McPherson-Keeney families were early pioneers in Cass County and the 
alton area. 
Lewis served Cass County and the Belton area in a number of capacities prior to his retirement in 
1946. He served asa deputy sheriff in the Belton area during the late 1920s and early 1990s; was one of Bel- 
tan’s first Fire Marshals - when living just back of the fire station was quite an asset in the days of ‘‘central’* 
and the communications system - as Justice of the Peace and later as Police Judge. One of Mrs. Yeager’s 
early memories is when there was no one to go ont on the fire truck with her father, she was allowed to ride 
alone and turn the siren, 
Lewis was a long-time member of the Belton Christian Church and was active, along with Rev, Tom 


Parrish, in establishing the first Boy Scout troop in Belton. He was also a member of bath the Cass Co. and 
Jackson County historical societies. 


Hie died Jan. 4, 1966; his wife Louann in 1965. 


During the fifties, Lewis aften was invited to come to the school to relate some of his recollections of 
early Belton, The children enjoyed his descriptions of part of the business district, the schools, and imprave- 
ments such as the coming of electricity, gas, and paved streets. Interspersed were amusing stories told with 
sparkling eyes that hinted of personal experience. 

When he visiteda high school English class in the fall of 1958, the following narration was tape recorded. 
Combined with it are excerpts from a letter he wrote to the class on Nov, 8, 1958, noting facts he had not had 
time to give them. 

Some of the events occurred before Mr. Lewis was horn or when he was quite young. Before the re- 
cording bevan, Lewis had explained this tohisaudience and had said that he would attempt to tell such happen- 
ings as he remembered hearing them in his childhood, For this reason, some facts may differ slightly from 
those found in other parts of this hook. Present-day searching of old records has uncovered additional in- 
formation whieh appears in parentheses. Wherever possible, street addresses have been inserted so that 
today’s reader can locate points of interest. Excerpts from his letter have been sef on a smaller margin 


width than the main body of the text. 


It should be emphasized that Lewis’? memories are included here, not as an historical document, but as 
a means of dusting off some of the nearly forgotten episodes that made up Belton’s young years, 


“we'll go back to the start of Belton. The first tracing 
center in this community was two miles west of Belton, on 
5& Highway, ealled High Blue. It is the highest point between 
Springfield, Mo., and the Liberty Memorial hill in Kansas 
City, 914 feet above sea level." (Relief maps show the High 
Blue corner to be close to 1200 feet,) 

‘wir. J. V. Robinson and son came here from Kentucky 
and started a little inland community prior to the Civil War. 
There were five houses and a Christian Church on that cor- 
ner, 

“George W. Scott came here from Lee’s Summit and 
bought 40 acres of land from a Dr. Tolbert who lived in 
Kentucky."" (Land office records show that 240 acres were 
purchased jointly by George W. Scott and W. H. Colbern from 
Manzy @. Ashby, of Kentucky, on Aug, 13, 1869, for $9,000, 
Their plat of Belton, in the eastern 160 acres of that land, 
was dated Dec, 20, 1871,) 


I'll give you the reason for that railroad being built 
from Lawrence to Pleasant Hill, Lawrence, Kans., was in 
a very fertile valley. Eastern capital sent scouts out through 
this country and up the Kaw River to what is now Kansas 
City. People located in that valley from Maine, Vermont, 
New Hampshire and other eastern states. There was quite. 
an emigration to here all at one time. They had some money, 
and knew people back East that had money, People out here 
didwt have any, Folk today are lucky. They wanted to head 
off the Pavifie voing to Westport Landing, which was at about 
39th and Penn Street, That’s where the old Westport town was. 


Dorothy Looney 





Jim Lewis 


Louann M, Lewis 


This later became Kansas City. At 40th and Penn up over a 
drug store can be seen holes shot there by what they called 
mini-balls in the Civil War, 


‘These people than started this railroad from Lawrence 
to Pleasant Hill while the Civil War was going on. They came 


up to Belton from the Blue River yalley, One-fourth mile 
north of Mr. Kessinger’s farm (present Valley Iigh develope 
ment) was the station where this community cot off and on the 
train after the road was constructed. The switch was there til 
1936, when [ had charge of Mr. King's farm. [ left the old 
switeh stand lying beside the track bed. It was too heavy. 
if you could find it out there in the weeds, Pim sure that Mr. 
Kessinger Would give it to sume of you lads to bring tt over 
and anehor it on the schopl ground. They don’t have switch 
stands like that today. 


“They built that railread. A man and his teem worked 
10 hours @ day for a dollar and a half. He fed himself and 
his team, This was during the Civil war, 1| got this from 
a man whd had worked on the railroad,” (Land transaction 
Tecords reveal that on Mar, 19, 1870, Scott and Colbert 
deeded a 100-foot right-of-way approximately following to- 
day's Friseo tracks through the preseni town of Belton.) 

The only people that J] know that sver vot pif at that 
station were Or. and Mrs, T, T. Garuett, He started the 
first drug store here. He told me this himself, He and his 
wife came here and got off at that platform station. It was 
called Rankin station. They had a little tin trunk ands jew 
dollars and a leather bag with some pills in it. They came 
into Belton, and he Was the first druggist and first doctor,’ 


Belton is located on a ridge reaching to Lee's 
Summit. All water vorth of Main Street flows Loto 
Little Blue River evroute to Missouri River - All 
water flowing south of Main Street to Grand River, 
then into Qsage River where it empties intu Mis- 
saurt River, 10 niles #ast of Jefferson City. 


EARLY MAIN STREET 


‘(Most of the buildings on Main Street were frame when 
{ came here. [ first came here as a lad one year old, and 
grew up on the corner where Clavborn Hankins lives (south- 
west corner of Canibridge and South Cedar.) The old timers 
estimale the population was 420. It was an awful long time 
pickin’ up, Prior ta World War TI, the population was listed 
at 91f, 

‘eThe Bank of Belton (324 Main) was built in 1864. The 
bricks for [that building were mate one-half mile north of 
Outerbelt Road (Highway 150.) ft was ina brick building that 
sits on a hill on a slope about one-half mile north of Outher- 
belt and 71 Highway. 

‘The brick in the Star-Herald office (then 425 Main) were 
burned right straight south of here on the west side of the 
cemetery. They're soft brick. When I was about the age of 
some of you lads, we all had a pocket knife, and we drilled 
a lot of holes in the soft prick. You'll notice right on the 
corner several red orick thal have been added because mis- 
chievous boys whittled tham out with their pocket knives. 

‘Now, we've had some fires on Main Street, The worst 
disaster we had was in 1888. Those were all frame buildings 
(on the north side of Main, west of Walnul) and on the corner 
where the Citizens Bank stands, (325 Main) was a grocery 
store owned and operated by Mr. Duncan. The buildings 
were heated with stoves in those days. One cold night he 
banked the fire a little too high aod didn’t hook the door 
tight, Some hot coals rolied out on the wood floor, and that 
block was destroyed." 


Trees on Main Street: three along side Bank of 
Belton; two in front of Robinson and Son (400 Main- 
building burned). The entrance was set in to give 
room for limbs. One of front of Parrish Grocery 
(410 Main); two along east side and one in front 
of Star-Herald building (425 Main). tn 1902 trees 
were removed for concrete sidewalks. 


BUSINESSES NORTH SIDE OF MAIN 


"Ty the bloek where Mr. Dryden's drug atore ts (atu 
Maih) were all trame buildings. A [or is 24 Peet wide. (taal 
of the buildings were supposed fo tw douttt on tee tina, We 
had everything from little boildings thal lookel like ehoeken 
snaps and lean-to’s in that black, The ume that ts cesupaed 
by Werner’s Restavrant (421 Main) noxt le Meuiorts slure 
(423 Main), if you fake the tin olf the top of the front, Ui white 
letters “that hich! is the word saluun?, 

There Were three salowis here when 1 was a lad We 
had Tots of trouble, Nobody had money, Thev'd be arrest] 
and have a fine f pay, ‘he two blooks om Main Prony tela 
to Chestnut were paved with recks that men hae te beat with 
a tammer to pay thery (ine. They had o boy 28 Inches Wile, 
12 inches deep, ane eight feet Jong, When ven beat enough 
rocks to fil) thé box, you were allewed two dollare anda hole 
eredit on your fine. [ have thre haemer that was is) to 
hreak those rovks, Tl was jus! Che shape of 4 douehnet with 
a fhanmfle amt a beveled edge. You vould Wreak park willl i 
faster than With a Mat-faced hammer," 


Belton had a weather flag pole 0 foul Nigh pear 
corner Dryden's drus store. Various colores) flows 
were flown, indigatine kintl pf weuther expected next 
24 hours. 

Lumber yards; G. W. Hope Lumber Co., Walnut 
and Commerrjal, first was Fariner's [umber Co., 
occupied three-quarters Glock where Cheyrolet Mo- 
ter Ca. now stands (now homie of police aud fire de- 
partments). Later store building remadeled forhome, 
Soli few years back Ln Waller Groh and wife ant 
moved Lo corner lal avrass street fran school build- 
ing for a liome, (810 Walnut) 


BUSINESSES SOUTH SIDE OF MAIN 


‘*Now then, ll tell you a lithe aboutthe businesses in thal 
block (west from Walnut) on the south side of Main Street, The 
The Rank of Belton (324 Main) wasn’t built ontil 1884, Next to 
it (320) was a two-story building, not very big. Tt had a lean- 
to on the side, where Uncle Sim, the groceryman, kept a carload 
of barrels of salt, [worked for him for four years as a delivery 
boy. 1 was the first delivery boy inthis town, Mrs, Clayton and 
her daughter, Nadine, had a millinery shop and dressmaking in 
‘ back room. Later Mr. (Russell) Turk had @ grocery store 

here, 

“Next was a vacant space. As [told you a while ago, they 
didn’t Grewd ap. 

“Tn the other black, (west from Ella) one building (420 
Main) ran from Main Street to the alley, The back end was 
up off the eround on posts. That was Sandy's Barrel louse. 
Do you know what a barrel house is? On each site of the 
full length of that building were racks about a foot uff the 
Moar where he kept barrels of whiskey, wine and every- 
thing, 

“We had some younger people that were a little mis- 
chievous. Everything was delivered to the merchants by what 
they called a drayman, We had three drayman, Merchandise 
would be unloaded on the railroad platform nearly every 
morning in the week, half a block of it, head high. Tt would 
fake ‘til noon or after to wet if all delivered. A couple of 
ttischieyous lads conceived the idea of helping this drayman 
unload two or three barrels of that wine and whiskey. They 
went in the back door and rolled the barrels to the left, and 
placed them, They went back that night, crawled under the 
building, measured off the distance and took a hig augur and 
bored a hole up through the floor and throweh the bottetw of 
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d barrel, They drew themselves off tlve gallons, They had 
fixed ip ow plu and drove il inte the barrel and saved the old 
man Some of the liquor, but the toys vot five cutlons. 

‘The next place was a little shoe shop owed and oper - 
ated by 7. C, Hyer (418 Main), 

‘erhen there was a litda, oldbulding stuckin, about where 
Russell Mullen in later years had his business (416 Main), 

“Next was the Tawthurne srocery store (414 Main), 
That Dwildine was built by A. C, Hawtherne, a piolweer mer- 
chant. Tl was just one story high and had two little windows 
in the Ireut. Wr, Hawthorne came here offa farin and borrower 
some toney to start in bisiness. He inadéa niee accumulation 
in his lifetime, Was very successful in business. 


‘Tho first telephone ever installed in Melton was in- 
stalled in Mr. Fiawthorne’s irecery store in L998 ty Sam 
Thornton, (According to the history of telephone service 
elsewhere in this book, the fiyst phone was installed in 1902 
in Hawthorne’s home.) Qiilte 1 few of vou know him, He lives 
back of Benson Limher Company, neross from Mrs. Gene 
Luoney (403 Fh Street), At one tine [lived heightor to Sam’s 
sister afl liusbawl in Kansas City, At that time Sam was 
teachite wt Manual Traming sehool af 15th and Paseo in Kan- 
sas Cily, 


“The Shaw Wotel (408 Main) had three rooms on the 
ground floor anc bee up. qn that one little room there were 
four beds, wo partitions belween. You ould gét a bed and 
stay all night for 79 vents fur supper, bed and breakfast, 

“The new terehanits kept coming in heré when Belton 
was startiow. Prires weren’l the same at all stores, The mer- 
chants thought they shduld call a meeting and try to vet the 
prices revulaled. They had their meeting, Unele Jerry Robin- 
Son, & pioneer werchant, had woved bis store from High Blue 
to the Pay tlardware corner (400 Main). Gnele Jerry bad two 
fronts on ltis store. He had hall the stors for dry woods. In the 
cenler was a circle counter. On the other side you eould get 
hats, shirts and suits. The counters must have held four or 
flva hundred suils of clothes, It was a hig store. 

"At this meeting thut the merchants called, they invited 
Uncle Jerry Robinson to attend and discuss prices. Someone 
askel Uncle Jerry, since he was the oldest merchant, on what 
percéntage of profit did he sell lis goods. 

‘Fewell’, he said, ‘T don't know anything about percentage, 
but [da know when I buybootsfor a dollar a pair and? sell them 
far two, Pm makine money!’ Uncle Jerry didn’t have to know 
much about percentage. 

“People got to going to Kansas City on the nine o’clock 
daily, they called it, and did their trading, After a while it put 
these men out of business, The merchants now-days have the 
same competition, {t’s hard for them to sarvive.’”” 


The square stone in corner of City Hall Park (north- 
east was coTner) was used as a style block in front of 
J, V. Robinson & Son store during horse ahd bugsy 
days. 


CITY JAIL 


The city jail had two cells. It was built at the cor~ 
ner of Hackberry and Commercial Streets, Then 
when the city acquired the property where City Hall 
now stands, the jail was moved to City Hall park. 
The city council used the front part for meetings. 
The mayor would meet the city clerk on the street 
and tell him to make his records show the covneil 
met and all memihers were present. In bad weather 
the mayor and council remained at home. 


BLACKSMITH SHOPS (Plenty) 


First under canvas on triangular lol west of 
Paul Wyatt's filling station (Nave Rents), Secend 
an etoruer iow oreupied by Sinelair gas station. 
Auildiog moved west and now known as Hotel Bel- 
fon. (torn down ~ part of new Rank of Belton build- 
ing now on lot.) Third across street, body shop. 
Fourth, Tenry Mucke- recently torn down (sife 
of Belton Animal Hospital), Fifth Krauss shop where 
City Hall now stands, Sixth, John Parrish on east 
sine City Hall where large stone sat on corner 
property line. Seventh, J. D. Teng shop on corner 
af Baptist Clurch property (west side) at Cherry 
and Main (Now Bank of Belton property) fighth, 
country shop four miles sayth of Belton, known 
as J. ©. O'Peil corner, operated by a Mr. Spell- 
man lor years. 


BUILDINGS MOVED FROM HIGH BLUE 


“There were several buildings moved here from High 
Blue, "1 tell you where some of them were. There was a little 
building Mr, ftobinson lived in at Hieh Blue. It was brought and 
set in the alley back of Mr. Robinson's dry goods store on the 
corner, He lived there until he built a nice new home where 
E. EF. Hawtherne now lives on Scott at the west end of Main, 
(110 So. Seott) That little house back of the store was moved 
to the northeast corher of Second and Cherry where Fanny 
Keeney lived most of her lite, That would be 201 Second St. 
(torn down in 1971) 

“Another building sits straight east of the Methodist 
Church ov the opposite corner. Two rooms of that house 
came from High Blue. 

“My sister owns a home on the northwest corner of Sixth 
and Second Street, The two front rooms were moved from 
High Blue," 


CISTERNS 


“Cisterns were an oddity in those days because people 
thought you had to live along streams to be near water, The 
first cistern that was ever dug in Belton was dug at 519 Second 
Street, next door east of where [live. People heard about it. 
They didn’t want to live along the erick. You'd be surprised 
at the number of people that eame here to look at that cistern. 
It was something they hadn’t seen nor heard of around here.’ 


Belton had many cisterns and wells, Along Main 
Street’s two blocks, there were three cisterns. 
Very few know where they were, (1) large one un- 
der floor, corner room of Fay and Son (Western 
Auto) (2) Rear of Star-Herald (425 Main), square 
eement block covers old cistern (3) one in shed 
at rear of Meader’s drug store (423 Main). 


PUBLIC WELLS 


‘Belton had a lot of public wells in the early days. One 
was at the erossing of Mainand Ellain the center of the street. 
They drew water with buckets andarope, There were troughs on 


_all four sides so the farmers could water their teams at the 


same time. It was about 35 feet deep, It was covered up about 
1884 or 85. They put short railroad irons across the top, down 
about three feet deep, thencoveredit with dirt. Very few people 
in Belton knew that well was there until they came to dig to put 
in sewers. They ran into those ironbars. They took them out and 
filled the well up, and the sewer runs right through the place, 

“There was another public well back of Catron’s Furni- 
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‘Picture of the old school house where 
a “I first went to school. It stood east of 
the Methodist Church about a block, on 
the S. E corner of the block. There was 
= four rooms, two on the ground floor and 
sy} ~two above. Miss Lou Jackson was the 
Fe! > teacher of this room, the Second room. 
a a nenene Mrs. Susan Blair 
£° Shown in this 1887 pieture are fitst row 
Susie Brunner, Maty Berry, Nora Rush, Ory 
Keeney, Kate Brown, Della Knoehe, Mrs, 
Jackson, (teacher), Nellie Johnson, Leona 
Mevers, Cleu Aker, Jessie Garnett, Nellie 
Greey, Laura Dever, Second row, Frank De- 
ver, Joe Dexan, Leshe Lee, Cora Weyer, 
Dora Knoche, Luura Hawthorne, Nell Finley, 
Edith MeNutt, Lillie Long, Bite Boges, He- 
tie Moore, Susie Mareh (Mrs. Susie Blair), 
Frank Mareus, Frink Varney, Tavlor Bowers, 
Third row, Llersehel Arnold, Billey Willey, 
Yeager Muir, Jim Lewis, Dox Carr, Virgil 
Smoot, Ira Dawley, Walter Pettus, ----Dnone 
ean, Ernest MePherson, Loring Lee, Joe 
Pettns, Fourth row, Tuttle Carr, Jerry Par- 
tner, Adam Casper, Sam Johnson, Hackett 
Reynolds, Warren Haley, Tom Smoot, Clar- 
ence Reynolds, Horace Carmical, Scott Muir. 


THE BELTON 


CORNET BAND 
1894 


Pictured (1 to r) are C. V. Reynolds, 
Jerry Jerard, Jack Parrish, Art 
Rouse, Dr, Upton, Dave Parrish, § 
Jim Oldham, (sitting) Mort Reynolds, § 
Clyde Idol, Ernest McPherson, 
Charles Wells, Wes Wells, Huck Da- 
vis, Tom Hughes, Tom Watt, Frank& 
Harrelson, John Scott in window, 
Will Keeney, Joe Wirt and Floyd % 
Grimes. 








Upper Grades, Belton 
School, Sept. 19, 1887 


Naines discernable on the back of this 
picture also taken in 1887 of the upper 
4 prades are Tommie (7) McPherson, Jack 
, Parrish, Charles Folk, Charlie Long, 
‘Eddy Miller, Chet Slaughter, Daye Par- 
fish, Gertie Robinson, Marie Park, Jul- 
\: a Cagtiae Edith Swanche, Nellie Pow- 
“a ell, Vanee Garnett, Florence Dunnsa- 
jmann, Louis Boren, Stella Synoote, Cas- 
4 sia Johnson, Prof. Henry J, Smith, An 
—S nie Haven, Agnes Green, (7) Ames, Jes- 
‘sie Carmichael. Prof, Smith died in Bel 
ton, March 29, 1889, 





(ura (811 Mein) by the rallroad, another down on Eimer Wy- 
Tick’s corner (417 C Street), and one in front of Dr, Tracy's 
house on the northwest corner of Third and Ella. That pump 
is still there, 


Another well was under the Belton Dry Goods 
company (322 Main) At the rear of the little tot?s 
sale room, the rear foundation arched over a well 
and can be seen today, 


‘Dawn on Baldwin Avenue north of that little pump sta- 
tion you see there (near Spring Street) was a spring in the 
middle of the street. They say they dug it-out and walled it 
up abput 20 by 12 feet and pumped 40,000 gallons of water out 
of it a day. The state Board of Health came in and found fault. 
It tesled all right, but they said it could be easily contamin- 
ated, Tley closed it up and disconnected the pump. It wasn’t 
cosling very much to gel 40,000 sallons. They were saving about 
$4.20 a day by pumping that spring." 


SCHOOLS 


"There wasn't any money to speak ofinthose days. When I 
wos a boy if I worked all summer, } raked up maybe 16 or 20 
dollars — enough to buy 4 pair of shoes and get started to 
school, 

‘The first schnol house that Belton ever had was on the 
northwest corner of Cedar and Second St. [t was a four-room 
building. Mr. Seott pave the school board the land (at Walnut 
and Colbhern) in order to get a school building, The bond was 
$5,000 for @ new six-room brick building. I don’t know how 
many times they voted on i! because they thought it was too 
much money. The old building was about ready to fall down, 
s0 finally the bond varried. jt was where the ‘Ag building {5 


now (newer part of seventh grade), Jt was torn down about 
10 or 12 years ago, 





The Belton Masonite Lodge laid the cornerstone of the new 
fehool building onder the direerion of the Right Worshipful 
Brother P. E. Bybee, District Deputy Grand Master of the 86th 
Masinic District of the Grand Lodge of Missour) on July6, 1888. 


"The colored people had a colored school on the three- 
Cornered vacant tract at Fifth and Herschel. There were about 
1H to 20 scholars. The Andy Walker family, a colored family, 
were nice folks,and Andy tookhis childrento Lawrence, Kansas 
S0 they could finish college. The daughter became a school 
teacher in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The son, Jim Walker, was con- 
nected with a Lawrence, Kansas firm.’ 


HOMES AND SIDEWALKS 


“When I first came here, there were two houses, a col- 
ored church, and the schoo) in these blocks near the Seott and 


> 
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Walnut corner, All aver town would be hali blocks with no 
houses,’" 


Horses, cows and pigs, also chickens: Barns, poul- 
try and pig lots stood all over Belton, Man living on 
three city lols would have teams, one or two cows, 
one to three hogs, one or two dozen chickens, one 
or two dogs, also a garden. 


‘There were no sidewalks when I started to school in the 
new byilding (near present seventh grade), Only occasionally 
when some man could afford it, he’d buy some twa by 12 cy- 
press timber, which was very reasonable at $12 a thousand. 
Today it’s about $200 a thousand, They’dlaydown three boards, 
To show you a sample of it--if you knaw where Weeks? apart- 
ment is at the corner of Sixth and Second, there is a stone 
slab Jald in there for a sidewalk. At the end of it the neigh- 
bors had 4 wooten sidewalk. For years when they came to 
the place where the slab started, people walked out in the 
grass in Dr. Garnett’s yard,” 


STREETS 


“There were no graded streets here until 1880, They 
were just like a pasture--when they weren't dry, mud was 
six to eight inches deep, Finally they bought a grader and 
graded them. Then they began to oll streets. Finally Belton 
voted some bonds and payed the streets of the town. That's 
they way we come up from mud to payed streets. It was a 
long journey, taking several years, but Belton’s got a right 
tice little town.?' 


FAIRGROUNDS 


‘ewe’ve had two fairgrounds here. The first one was just 
south across the road from Grace’s factory. Later on they 
bought the Ives Reid addition. (See article about fairgrounds 
elsewhere in this book,) The second fair grounds were there. 
(Memorial Park and acres to north). The fair ceased to operate 
in 1905. Lightning came and struck some telephone wires, 
burned a barn, and two people were killed, We've had no fair 
since then, We had good fairs with big attendance, Lots of people 
came out from Kansas City. 

‘There was one group of wholesale men in Kansas City. 
They rented a ‘tallyho’ that would hold 16 or 20 people. They 
hitched 6 horses on that and drove out here from Kansas City 
to the old fairgrounds. I saw them 2 or 3 years, They came 
every year. One year there came an awful downpour of rain, 
No, mind you, there were no rock roadsin those days. Anyway, 
they were on their way home when they left here. ] presume 
they stopped at some little store and stayed til they got more 
teams and finally got back,’? 


ANECDOTE 


**] might tell youa story abouta good old deacon in a church 
here in town. He never missed a service, always sat on the 
right hand end of the front row. He usually was asleep, This one 
night he dreamed he was in a runaway, His team had run off 
and fell down and was all tangled up in the harness, When they 
did that, the men used to jerk out their pockefknife and cut the 
hamstrap and things so when the horse got up, he'd be free of 
the harness. The deacon was doing all right--wasn’t disturb- 
ing anyone, when all at once he yelled out, ‘Cut the hamstraps 
and let *em up!’ ” 


FLOUR MILL 


‘eThe flour mill was no small affair. It was a large mill 
3 stories high with a dust chamber on top, It hada steam 
boiler inthe basement. It wasasS long across as this room (about 
30 feet), The fireman was named ‘Raldy’ Pitcher. He was a 
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Students and Teachers of the African School, 912 Ella Street 


great singer. He led singing at the churches, He had a tuning 
fork. You know what a tuning fork is? Two little steel prongs 
with a handle. He used it to get the key to the song, This was 
before we had organs here.’ 


(Apparently, the flour mill was on the northeast corner of 
Baldwin and Mill Streets, Abstracts show George Failor and 
W. H, Nigh purchased two lots there on January 15, 1878 
for $200. Nigh sold his half interest to J, W. Hill on June 31, 
1883. On February 7, 1888, Failor and Hill sold the land to 
J. M, Priee. The mill is thought to have been built and oper- 
ating during those years.) 

“The men who operated the mill all three lived on the 
same corner (Walnut and B Streets). Mr. Baldwin on the 
southwest corner (404 Walnut), Mr. Nigh on the northwest cor- 
ner (Home Lumber Company), and Mr. Failer on the north- 
east corner (403 B Street),”? 

(I 1878 George Failor purchased four lots on the north- 
east corner for $100 from Scott and Colbern. The Failor name 
was imprinted on the sidewalk leading to the house that was 
probably his home on the property, The house still stands, hav- 
ing had some remodeling done.) 


feat that time there was no Peculiar, no Cleveland, no 
Grandview, The Frisco railroad hadn’t been constructed at 
that time. When they built that railroad, it ruined the mill, 

‘Now, people didn’t have money, They’d take their wheat 
to the mill to have it ground, They paid what they called ‘toll’ 
to have ft ground, The mill kept all the bran and 40 percent 
of the wheat flour, Bran in those days sold for 40 to 50 cents 
a hundred, in a new sack.’? 


ELECTRIC COMPANY 


‘tBelton’s electric light company had quite a story. Mr. 
Bert Homan and Mr. Lee Harker started it. Mr. Harker was 
born and raised on the Cavanaugh farm west of town. He didn’t 
know much about electricity. Mr. Homan had been manager of 
the telephone office and he had learned how to connect a cir- 
cuit. They bought an electric light plant and moved it into the 
brick building on Main Street across from City Hall (torn down, 
about 511 Main). Two 18-year-old boys came out from Kansas 
City and built the smokestack. It speaks right well for two 
18-year-old boys. 


‘They installed the plant. While the business was operating 
for about two years, Mr. Harker put the wiring in all the houses, 


crawling around In the cobwebs in those attics, He finally 
got disgusted and sold his half out to Mr. Homan.” 

(Records show that these men were partners. In 1911 
Bert Homan purchased an undivided half interest in lots 2, 4, 
4, 5 of Block 34 —location above —from John Newman, In the 
next year D, L, Harker purchased the other half interest from 
Newman, In 1914 Homan sold his half interest to Harker.) 





‘(7 moved back to Belton from Kansas City on November 
10, 1917. T never had been in the plant, [ went in to visit with 
Mr. Homan, He said he’d like to sell the plant. 

**T said, *The city should own it.’ 

‘*He said, ‘Jim, I wish you’d take it up with ’em, See if you 
can get it sold.’ 

**] went to see the mayor. [t was all right with the mayor, 
I went to see an alderman, It’dbeall right, But I ran up against 
something when I tackled the second alderman. J explained the 
whole story to him as best I could. 

‘He said, ‘Jim, we can’t own it. Why, we’d have to pay 
somebody seventy-five dollars a month to run if!’ You know 
what they pay now, about 4 or 5 hundred, If they had bought 
that little light plant, I expect they’d have had enough to 
build the school house without a bond issue. It was a big mis- 
take they made and they see it now, 


GAS COMPANIES 
‘ewe had two gas companies in Belton, both owned by local 
men. Joe Goodbar lived on the north side of the railroad, 
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feorve W, Seotl lived on the south side. Mr. Goudher hed & 
strou vas wells Where the ryath makes the curve just this 
eile of the Jackson County line on 71 Wighway (North Seott), 
Mr. Seutr had some wells on his: property where Well! Lake 
is now, Alsn, tte bal 3 wells west of the Priscu railroad, They 
agreed that Mer, Goohar weuld furnish gas for the north side 
of town, Mr. Seott, for the south, The priee was two dollars 
a omnoth the year round, for all you wanterl. They had no 
resuldlots oy meters, It's very Lmportant you havea razulater 
mi a yas dines At pivht the pressure comes up, The pressure 
puoi up Reveral limes and burned Zor 3 houses down here in 
Bellon. Mor fel, thal was awtnl cheap ~$24 a year, 

"Well, toy ninthur and sister wera zone. They'd written 
me w lelfer they’d be tome at such and sueh a time, I kind of 
brushed up the jowse a Wttle bit, Wits at 602 Second Street, 
and lit the ras in (he cook stove and wenl to town, When f eae 
back, the took stove, exoept a ditthe down un the legs, was red 
hot. If ft lad stayed another hour, there would have been no 
jiwose there?" 


BLACK BOB RESERVATION 


“Now we'll see what Che country around Belton was like, 
Four miles west of Helton on thu Kansas luw wes what was 
kouwn a8 the Black Bob Indian Reservation. Now, where there 
was an Indian reservation, you'd find makeshift while men hane- 
ing around waiting "til the Indian got his pay cheek so they 
could beat him out of it. Three althose fellows that hun around 
the Black Rob reseryation caine inhereand vot too much of that 
Barrel House liquor, The sidewalks in Belton were wooden 
and spring-waron-high above the street level. When you'd drive 
Up in & Spring wagon, you cold stepout un the sidewalk. Their 
horses were tied along side Lhe Bank of Belton, They got on 
their horses, jumper up on that sidewalk at the corner by the 
Citlzens Bask aud commenced to shoal through the awn 
fram there dows Lo Woo GO Company. 

“Tiley sever could find a local man that could handle the 
jo af policeman, They went fo Kansas City and vot a police 
tmain by the wate of Kin’. He was 6 feet 6 iuches tall. 1 knew 
Mr. Wut well, and 7 kuew all about the shooting. Ile wenl over 
ty the Bunk a! Pelton, untied the linesof a horse with a saddle, 
aud fuok bul alter the fhree men. He caucht thom val west of 
tawn near Hill Hargis’s addition, He browzht them back to 
Belton and took them up before old Unele Billy Young, the ald 
justice of the peace, He fined them $25a piece and costs, They 
were terribly insulted. Qne man that lives at Stillwell, Kansas, 
sald he would never come back to Belfon again. Throuzts all 
thuse years, T never knew of him coming back. He kept his 
worl, which suiled the people all right, 

“This was all open prairis south of here and west. A 
vreat many people from Jackson County would seid a boy or 
MMred man out here with maybe 50 or 100 head of cattle to put 
ol the free range. My father rame here with 75 head of cattle 
for two years. He was raised four and a half miles east of 
Independence, near the Salem Church. He drove these cattle 
out here and put them on the range and boarded with a family 
vamed Hogard. Ozzie Pugh lives there on the old Hogard place 
tow. [t was there that my father audmy mother met, and that’s 
how T happetied to he a Lewis." 


CIVIL WAR ANECDOTES 


During the Civil War, my grandmother Mullen lived on a 
seven-hunired-acre homestead south of Belton in a four room 
log house, 2 rooms upstairs and2 down. Overhead were rafters 
made of small trees cotoutofthe timber and boards on that for 
floors, The war had been zoing for quite a while, She hada 6 
‘sarees bill, all she tad, stuck up over head among those raf- 
ers, 

“This is a long story, now, It starts with Quantrill and 
Jim Lane. Jim Lane was from Lawrence, Kansas, and led the 
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Ret Legs, We and lis gang wold come Ln bere fram Platte, 
Clay, farkspn, Cass, Jotinson, Rates, and Vernon counties ane 
rald (he community, burn the houses, take all the livestock they 
had, and drive them hack to Lawrence, Kansas. 

“Jim Lane came alone hy Grandmoather’s one mourning, 
moing off to the southeast, and sut herhouse on fire, Me stuffed 
4 straw mattress Underneath the corner and lit [t, and started 
on with his men. There was man with him that happened te know 
Grandmother, As he rode by, he spoke very low, ‘Elizabeth, 
get a rail and pull that straw out from under there and save 
your house.’ So she did, 

“Wp stairs i the louse were twoerain sacks full of shelled 
corn ta take to Pleasant Hil! to the:mill, That was where they 
went (uy have corn ground before this in] was built in Belton. 
Lane wouldnt let her take it out. He let her have one feather- 
bed, and she had already slipped around and cot hold of her 
five daviar bill, 

“Well, the house didn’t burn, 

“That night at twelve otelock Jim Lane and his men came 
bark on bis foraging through the country. He saw the house 
hadn't burned, so he set {t afirethe second time. It was twelve 
clock uf night. Grandmother had this one featherbed and her 
five dollar bill. She took har children to the big houey Locust 
tree cut back of the house. She laid the mattress down and put 
those children on it. Then she walked from there across the 
prairie in the nicht to two miles north of Stillwell, Kansas, 
There she got two owen and 9 two-wheeled cart, She came back 
in the morning and picked up the children, She then lived ina 
House just west of Stilwell til after the Civil War.*? 


AUNT CINDY ALDERSON'’S HOUSE 





“There were oo sectiuu Line roads then. If you wanted ta 
go south of Beltou 4 or 6 miles, you went over to the ald mill 
aid [nllawed Grand River down to where it went. They didn’t 
have bridges, You followed the water line. You got about two 
miles south of Beltonand crosseda roadthere and went on down 
to what they called Aunt Cindy Alderson’s, a good old southern 
lady, Everybody called her Aunt Cindy, She hata mammoth log 
house. In back of that was the kitchen and dining room 30 feet 
long. She had a log smoke house, and they killed from 15 to 
25 hogs every winter, Aft Cindy’s they'd eat the hams and 
shoulders, She cooked lots of greens or cabbage with bacon. 
When anybody ran out of meat, and wanted to borrow some, 
they’d go to Aunt Cindy, Shed cut off half a side of bacon and 
give ittothem, theyhadabhig family, t. would be a whole side. 
That was the condition back in 1460-65 and before the Civil 
War." 


ee 


‘Now, Pm getting justa little tired, [appreciate the oppor- 
tinily to come and speuk ta you folks." 
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These words of anold song typify the carefree gaity of early 
settlers on fair days, which provided a welcome break from 
pie suppers and fish-frys. 

Before the turn of the century, Belton was a hub of ac- 
tivity in late snmmer. Sports-minded people loaded families 
and picnic lunches into wagons and set out across country 
toward the fairground in Belton. Some eame from as far away 
as Westport Landing, later Kansas City. 

Tradition has it that the first fairground and race track 
was on the south side of Mill Street across from the Grace 
Company, though no concrete proof has been uncovered. How- 
ever, Mrs, John Perry remembers her father, W, N. Evans, 
speaking of it, Jim Lewis speaks of it in his memories and 
Glenn Harrison said he remembers attending a fair there as a 
small boy, ‘*The grandstand faced west overlooking an oblong 
race track about a quarter mile in length. ‘Io the south of the 
grandstand was a dug well with a pump on it, a wooden plat- 
form over itanda lot of tincups fastened to the pump with small 
chains, The cups were made by John McCarty, sheet metal 
worker, who trained my brother (W, D, Harrison), In the north- 
east corner of the grounds was a large barn used to house the 
animals for display, and several other buildings were on the 
tract of ground and also several bored wells Ziving the fair- 
grounds an ample water supply. To the west of this barn was 
4 small creek that ran to the south and down about 300 yards. 
Tan Colbern, son of W, H, Colbern built a large lake with two 
large ice houses on the north side. You can see the outlines 
of the lake to this dayand Beltonhad ice when the winters were 
cold enough to make ice six or eight inches thick, It was 
about the mid-nineties that something had to be done because 
the buildings, built partly of native lumber were deteriorating 
at such a rapid pace they were becoming dangerous, Because 
the grandstand faced west the heat was almost unbearable in 
the late afternoon.’’ 

That Belton held fairs many years prior to the turn of the 
century is evident, however, from the following ad appearing 
i the issue of Aug, 14, 1896 but, apparently, there was no 
organized group directing procedures, 
















The Roman Standing Hippodrome Raesa- 
Belton Fair, August 18th, to 2ist. 


Eventually a group of city fathers decided to set up an 
official fairground for Belton. 

The Belton Fair Association was incorporated on Aug. 15, 
1891. The president was John Bales; the secretary, R. J. Mc~- 
Wutt. At that tirne the association purchased from Mr. and Mrs. 
J, V. Robinson and Mr. and Mrs. F. G, Robinson 34,05 acres 
‘tand other lands’’ on the east side of town of Belton for $3,405. 
This land approximately included the present Memorial Park 
and adjacent acres to the north, (See Belton Plat. 1895) 

During the next fen years, the fair attractedlarge crowds; 
many buildings were erected; but profits were small. 

According to abstracts for the land, on Dec. 14, 1901l,a 
petition was filed in circuit court for the ‘*yoluntary dissolu- 
tion of the Belton Fair Association.’* 


The assets of the Belton Fair Association consists 
of a fraction over 39 acres of land adjoining the city 
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Belton Fair Directors (/ to r) Billi DeWees, Charlie 





: — Se 4 
* “Se a 


— oS 


Clark, John Bales, Frank Robinson, 


P, 1. Wallingford, ‘Doc’ Evans, Rube Masten, Bill Yost, C. W, Eaton and Jim Hale, 


of Belton . . .; four barns, each 30 by 100 feet; one 
barn 20 by 80 feet; one shed 20 by 60 feet; one build- 
ing 14 by 24 feet; one building 30 by 40 feet, one lean- 
to 10 by 14 feet; one judges stand 10 by 12 feet; one 
Band Stand 10 by 12 feet; one Amphitheater 30 by 
100 feet; fence around a half mile race track; money 
in the hand of the treasurer, $48.32. 

Liabilities . . . are $2,400 secured by a deed 
of trust on real estate . , . bearing interest at the 
rate of seven percent per anum... 

The authorized Capital Stock of the Belton Fair 
Association is $5,600 divided into shares of $10 each, 


The reason for the dissolution; ‘because of the lack of 
patronage of the general public and the heavy depreciation of 
its eapital stock below its par value.”’ 

The corporation was dissolved, andtrustees were appointed 
to ‘settle the affairs, collect the outstanding debts and divide 
moneys among the stockholders.” They were John Bales, 
president; R, F, Mastin, vice-president, C, W, Eaton, trea- 
surer; W, A, Hill, secretary. 

ft is evident that the city fathers did not give up easily. 
On July 14, 1902, the New Belton Fair Association was or- 
ganized "for the purpose of encouraging and promoting agri- 
culture and improvement of stock."’ On July 23, 1902, the New 
Belton Fair Association bought the same real estate for 
$3,632 from the Belton Fair Association, the trustees having 
cleared it of debt. 

The new association met with little financial success, 
Lightning struck during a show, resulting in the death of two 
people. 

In the fall of 1971, the ‘*Bits and Pieces’? column of the 
Belton Star-Herald carried the following description taken 
from an early newspaper account of the tragedy which appeared 
in a 1908 Cass County history book, 


A heavy rainfall, accompanied by thunder, 
lightning and wind struck about 3 p.m, ona September 
day in 1905. A rush for shelter was made by a thous- 
and or so people inside the fairgrounds. The buildings 
were connected by telephone wires and when the light- 
ning bolt hit, nearly everyone was stunned and many 
were thrown to the floor, ‘‘Several women fainted, 
children screamed, the fowls in the poultry hall were 
in an uproar, and many teams of horses {fed to fences 
in various parts of the grounds were crazed with 
fear and broke loose from their fastenings. At the 
same time flames burst from the roofofthe art hall.” 


Meanwhile at the race track grandstand, some 
400 persons watched as the horses were bein driven 
onto the track in preparation for the trotting races. 
The lightning felled some of the horses, but other 
than some women suffering from fright, no one was 
injured, 

Back at the art hall though, two people were dead. 
One was J. L, Post, a Selton businessman, and 
the other was Mrs, Walter Cleveland, a Negro 
woman, wha was still clutching her uninjured baby. 


At the time of the Star-Herald article, Mrs. Kathleen 
Barnes, who had been a young girl in 1905, told the editor 
that the fairgrounds contained not only a race track but several 
exhibit halls, sheds and stables, 


She remembers standing at the cate of the park 
when the wagons brought out the dead. At that time, 
fashion decreed that women be completely covered, 
long dresses, stockings, etc. Mrs. Barnes says she 
vividly remembers that the force of lightning had 
split Mrs. Cleveland’s stocking and as the wagon 
passed by, Mrs. Maude Hawthorne, in a gesture of 
womanly concern, pinned the stocking together. 


The Board of Directors of the New Belton Fair Association 
at the time it dissolved on Dec. 6, 1906, were as follows: W, N. 
Evans, president, W. A. Hill, W. B. Yost, Fred Bright, William 
Dewees, J,D.L. Jones, B.N.W. Jones, J.P.L. Jones, Wallace 
March and W. P, Houston, 

Finally, on Dec. 22, 1906, was filed the bill of sale of the 
land for $6,000 te W. A, Williams, thus closing the chapter on 
the history of Belton's fair associations, 

Belton’s importance as a center for fairs didnot end then, 
however. Many are the reports of various gatherings of the 
sort on vacant lots, first in one part of town and then another, 
as the years passed, Temporary tracks were roped off for 
horse shows, and booths were set up for displaying garden 
produce, canned and baked goods, quilts, and other ‘fancy 
work’’, and of course Belton was on the Chautauqua circuit, 

As late as the early fiffies a ‘‘fair’', consisting ofa 
carnival along with booths set up by local merchants to dis- 
play their products, was held on ‘the grounds of Memorial 
Park. Apparently this was the latest attempt to revive the old 
custom. 

Gone were the prancing horses, the garden vegetables, the 
fancy work, But once again resounded the happy call, *‘ Hi, bo, 
come to the fair!’’ 
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Traveling Merchants 


By Glenn E. Harrison 


In the days before good‘'farm to market’’ roads were taken 
for granted, general stores on wheels served the outlying dist- 
ricts. They carried mostly dry goods and some even traveled 
on foot with packs on their backs. Glenn Harrison remembers 
“They were built according to the fancy and ability of the 
merchant who used them to ply his trade. Fancy signs were 
painted on the sides of the vehicle advertising his wares. 
They were heavy, strongly built and large, often pulled by 
Persian horses,”? 

Harrison attended the old String Town School House in 
Section three, Aubry Township, Kans., torn down several 
years ago. Classmates of his still living are Mrs. Roy Rosier, 
Mrs, Walter Smith and his brother William D. Harrison of 
Belton. Tom McKinley of Belton also attended the same 
school, 

“One beautiful morning in the fall of the year,’ says 
Glenn, ‘fon our way to school we noticed an object ahead about 
as wide as it wastall. We boys raced ahead to investigate and lo 
and behold it was alittle old man with packs all over him. When 
we came up he began to take off his packs placing them around 
him on the ground. As I look back, I believe the bewhiskered 
man had some apprehension as to what might take place froma 
lot of mischievious school kids, But he was wise in the ways 
and likes of the urchins of this period. As the girls came up he 
took a small pack from one of his coat pockets and gave us 
each a piece of candy.’? 

In wagons similar to the one sketched above by Margie 





The String Town School House 


McKinley Dimick, one side was packed with dry goods and 
the other with groceries and hardware. There was a place to 
sleep but often when the merchant would arrive late at a farm 
house he would trade supplies for lodging, If rains came and 
the roads became too muddy, they would stay until the roads 
were passable again. 
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Main Street looking West from Bank, Belton, Mo. 
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Shortly after the turn of the century, Belton*’s Main Street 
looking west from Main and Walnut Streets looked like this. 
The picture was taken sometime between 1902 and 1906, 
Nathan Goodbar was said to have had the first automobile in 
town, an Overland. Down the block on the left with the curved 
roof was a livery stable and a competing stable was just 
across the street. The group with the horses was identified 
several years ago by Howard Huggins. Left to right in the 
wagon was Frank Miller; on horseback, George Wyatt; on the 
load of hay, Bill Balding; next wagon, Howard Huggins and 
in the wagon at far right Curly Jones and Albert Ramsey. 
Belton continued ta grow and thrive in the next twenty years, 
1900 to 1920, Missouri was the fifth largest state in terms of 
population in 1900 with 3,106,665 people within her borders. 
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Belton was keeping pace with the rest of the country in terms 
of ‘‘new-fangled’’ gadgets and inyentions. More and more cars 
appeared on the streets, garages opened up to service them, 
the movies were new in 1902, Belton had one by 1907. There 
still were no radios or electric ice boxes but people managed. 
Diptheria, typhoid and malaria were the principal causes of 
death, teachers were paid an average of 3325 per year, but 
then the cost per pupil was $17 compared to $472 in 1960, 
The telephone, sewing machine and typewriter were making 
changes in a life-style, eggs were 12 cents per dozen, sir- 
loin steak was 24 cents per pound, It was an era of well-being, 
peace, prosperity and progress which came to an end with 
America’s entry into World War I. Bellon sent its sons off 
to fight and welcomed them back at the end of an era, 


A Nostalgic Walk Down Main Street 


By Kathleen Young Barnes 


This is a view of our main thoroughfare —the struggles, 
erises and successes that took place within two short blocks. 

At the turn of the century you would have found Miss 
Lutie Horine’s millinery store on the northwest corner which 
is now occupied by the Hy-Klas parking lot. 

My first recollection of ‘*going to town'’ was'accompanying 
Mamma on a trip to Miss Lutie’s — Belton’s first millinery 
shop which flourished at the turn of the century. And I still can 
see Miss Lutle, a plain, small, quiet woman whose only sign of 
emotion was a yery pleading look in her gray eyes as a ram- 
bunctious youngster tried on her hats behind mother's back, 

For all the finery in her shop —plumes, feathers, cabbage 
roses, malines and velvets — Miss Lutie never seemed to wear 
anything but a simple white cotton shirtwaist with high-standing 
black velvet collar and floorlength gray wool skirt. Her small 
face Was unadorned by makeupand her salt-and-pepper hair was 
primly coiled in back, but with soft bangs in front, She was the 
creator, owner, saleswoman who let her hats speak for them- 


selves. 

Going back to the same spot 10 years later, I was again 
tasting the joys of growing up [for J was in Mrs. Kreigh’s ice 
cream parlor. It was a warm Sunday afternoon and my cousin 
and ] were enjoying our independence as well as the goodies, 
sitting there in coiled metal ice cream chairs at a table-for- 
two, The sun was shining brightly through the west windows, 
framed by thin white cafe curtains, fanning in the breeze, And 
we didn’t have a care in the world as we basked in the warmth 
and pleasure of the moment sipping our five-cent strawberry 
sodas. 

Still on the west side of the street and two doors or so up 
was the hardware store of W, I, Williams, (formerly, Moseley 
and Gregg — hefore that, Mullen and Young). Here also were 
Mr. McCarthy, the tinsmith, a real craftsman who could create 
all manner of safety boxes for important papers, and John 
Thomas Keeney, small of stature, quiet of manner, a fix-it 
genius if ever there was one. His marvelous hands always 
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could vet cantankerens clocks to run again, 

Next door was \Will Rosier*s grocery store, above which 
was a hall with a staze (the Opera House) — site of all the local 
talent shows. My eéarliest recollection is of a minstrel show 
with Jim Lewis as one end man and Frank (Fat) Leonard as 
the other end man. All I canremeniber was thal Jim took some 
big pliers and acted as if he were going to pull out a tooth for 
Pat but instead pulled out a big fatpink tongue —ar so I thought 
it was. No wonder Iforsut the restof the routine! But at age four 
tat made a never to be forvotten impression, 

The upstairs hall later was used as a photography shop, 
first by Evans, then Bownian of Harrisonville. 


On down the street was Rosier Dry Goods, now Murray and 
Esther Rosenthals’ location. One could write a book about 
Rosier's and its successful *‘graduates’? —among them, Vern 
Killinger and Will Ferrel whobecame J. C. Penney stockholders 
and associates and Walter Pettus Sr.,, wha became senior 
manager. 

Rosier’s was a bustling place -- much merchandise 
beautifully handled -- with courtesy, dignity, forthrightness -- 
no wonder J. C, Penney gained some of his associates from 
here! 

Over the Bank of Belton were a dentist's office and a real 
estate-insurance office. Dr, Bailey took his practice to Holly- 
wood at the beginning of the moyieera’s heyday and progressed 
up the professional ladder along with the movie stars. John 
Mullen and his son Russell developed their real estate and in- 
surance business here and became pillars of the community, 

South, across the street, was Uncle Jerry Robinson’s 
hardware store —also a clothing store. This was before my 
day. When [ first knew it, it was S, D, Sprinkle’s dry goods 
Store. Next door, was Dave Parrish’s Grocery presided over 
by the matriarch, Mrs. Parrish, I still can see her large, 
strong hands counting out the candy, piercing dark eyes and 
wnosmiling expression as she took your nickel for exactly a 
hickel’s worth of your favorite sweets —‘‘l penny, 2 penny, 
3 penny, 4 penny —5 pennies" —usually corn and red hots (each 
costing a penny a cup), a licorice stick, a sour ball and a choco- 
late. “And that’s all,” said Mrs. Parrish with great and firm 
finality, 

The year 1904 is remembered for the Christmas fire at 
Mr. and Mrs. Jake Hixon’s toy store, Even now we can see the 
bravery ard courage reflected in Uncle Jake’s face —he'd lost 
almost all and he must have heen almost 70, but in those days 
one didn’t rely on welfare and insurance —one had friends. And 
with their loyal support be salvaged what he could from the ruins 


and set up shop in alittle lean-tonext to Rd Hawthorne’s store, 
just in time for Santa’s arrival, 

Somewhere around 1906 finds me in Mr, Hyer’s shoe re- 
pair shop next door, on my way to School to leave 3 pair of 
shoes, and poor Mr, Hyer had something happen to him and he 
fell backward with his mouth full of tacks. IT was so frightened 
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I dropped the shoes and never looked back to see if he sur- 
vived — my legs felt like cold cooked spaghetti but they managed 
to carry me ontofirst grade, [wonder what Miss Green thought 
had happened to me, for she much have noticed that I was 
unusually pale and quiet, in itself a noticeable miracle. 

Next door was the post office where no one but the assistant 
postmaster wore Ben Franklin-style glasses, Not too much mail 
passed through then, so all the comings and going could be 
kept track of simply by ‘‘careful handling’’—reading postcards 
and seeing who was writing to whom. 

Now we arrive next to Rarl Ferrel’s paint store —in itself 
not an unusual institution, but the time of crystal radios had 
arrived, and Mr. Ferrel was very much involved with the 
assembling of radios for the community — priced at $15 each. 

As we stroll on across Ella St., we find ourselves in the 
town park — with beautiful big tall maple and elm trees, ina 
setting of thick blue grass. Park benches were provided and 
warm afternoons found all of them occupied. 

On summer evenings we had the pleasure of listening to 
our town band. Only three members I remember -- Clarence 
Reynolds, Dave and Jack Parrish. This was the time of year 


The Belton Band in 1916 on City Hall Stage. Some of the members were, Asel Hawkins, 
leader; Marty Bullock, Elmer Cunningham, Jack Parrish, Dave Parrish, Dewey Wells, 
Elmer Wyrick, Clarence Reynolds and George Groh. 


for our ice eream socials, served with high layer cakes, 
(mixes had not yet been invented.) 

To the rear of our park was a small calaboose, if ever 
used, I don’t remember — however, I passed it with awe and 
respect. After all, someone might have been locked up inside. 

About 1910, the 4th of July festivities were held in the park, 
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and the park also was the scene of Belton’s first basketball 
game, played by girls. The players wore light blue linen suits 
with full knee-length bloomers and sailor tops, As the partici- 
pants understood the game, they were to stand back courteously 
while the opposing team attempted a goal shot. No rough and 
tumble stuff —that came later. [well remember Gladys Strahan 
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The girls practiced basketball on the school grounds with a ‘peach basket.’ The first 
two are Ruth Mendenhall and ——-—— Morris; the next two, Judith Calvert and Mildred 
Moad; the third, Linnie Akers and standing, Clarence Meador. 


Williams as she played the game. 

Later in the fall one year —and it seems this event was a 
benefit for the war effort of 1914 — we hada mulligan stew 
supper, The weather was sharp and crisp, perfect to whet 
appetites. The stew was served from an enormous black kettle 


set about where the base ofthe present water tower is. The fire 
was perfect with its bed of coals, and the men were constantly 
stirring and serving. I think the aroma still lingers —or would 
if it weren’t for the trucks parked there now. 

We move from the park to the city hall built in 1906, This 
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SCENES FROM BELTON 


CIRCA 1900 - 1920 
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1. Sams and Meador’s Drug Store, 423 Main 
Street after it had been remodeled in the 
early 1920s. They sold school supplies and 
the popcorn machine on the left was the first 
in town, Max Thompson took care of the ma- 
chine. 2. M. T. and Susie Harrison with Mary 
Kathryn Keeney on ‘C’ Street in front of Wy- 
rick’s house about 1917. 3. The Hawthorne 
store - left is Fannie Hawthorne and Ed Haw- 
thorne, on the right is A. C. Hawthorne, 4. 
An earlier picture ofthe drugstore, Dr. T. T. 
Garnett is in the middle ofthe picture, 5, The 
first rubber-tired truck in Belton owned by 
Robert £. ‘Curly’ Jones. 6. The picture ofthe 
stock yards taken about 1911 directly in back 
of Main Street. The building lower left was the 
Hargis Grain storage, 








building provided the oasis of our culture -- basketball games, 
picture shows, poultry shows in which Bill Davidson was so 
active, taking many blue ribbons, It was here that Belton began 
to cooperate with the stale to get Missouri out of the mud. The 
trip to Kansas City in Mr. Hundley’s seyen-passenger car took 
one and one-half hours time plus a strong back to withstand the 
bumpy road. The ruts were hub deep inmany places and by the 
time you arrived at Emery Bird and Thayer’s, it was debatable 
whether you could straighten up and be able to go about your 
day’s shopping, The fare was $1.50 round trip, 


The real culture of the community took over with the 





recitals, elocution and chalk talks of the day. We were es~ 
pecially proud of pianist Joe Sanders who later formed with 
Coon, a group known as The Black Hawks, among radio’s first 
performers, broadcasting from the Blackstone Hotel in Chi- 
cago. 

Mrs. Earl Ferrel gave the chalk talks, accompanied by 
piano, and Miss Sue Wirtham presented her elocution pupils. 
Especially remembered was Neva Grimes reciting, ‘Little 
Bobby Shafto.’’ 

The city hall also was the location for graduation exer- 
cises and baccalaureate programs, 

Of the special entertainers who would come our way, one 
of the most dramatic was Blind Boone, a Negro piano player 
with no formal training but an amazing talent and an enormous 
repertoire, 

Crassing to the east side of Main St. there stood the aban- 
doned two-story frame schoolhouse which was Belton’s first, 
It later was used as a granary, and still later this site after 
clearing held our first electric power plant. 

The magic moment was planned for Christmas Eve, 1910, 
All the buttons were punched and Belton was lighted as it never 
has been since. The Great White Way was here, 

But almost before we could get home from the big cele- 
bration, every transformer in town seemed to have burned out. 
It was some time before we had the power plant in operation 
again, and then our schedule was for lights on at 5 p.m, and 
lights out at 10 p.m. Eventually, we hadelectrie service from 10 
a.m, to noon each Tuesday so we could iron with electricity 
(the rest of the time we just used the old flat irons). 

Close to the light plant was a livery stable and blacksmith 
shop, the latter run by Mart Jacoby and Mr. Ruch. 

Going north on the east side of the street, there was the 
printing office of The Star-Herald in a location previously 
used by a bank, Dr, T. T, Garnett’s drug store, later known as 





Sam’s and Meador’s drug store, was next door. 

On up the street there’s the Citizen Bank’s earlier lo- 
cation, then Carl Ryden’s shoe store. The accamplishment of 
this fine Scandinavian family were recommled in ag Reader's 
Digest story of Lawrence Ryden’s development of latex 
paint for Dow Chemical. 

We continue on to W, J, Bradford’s sroeery store which 
seems to me was in partnership with Simeon Dehoney. As we 
proceed north we pass the location of our first picture show 
which was owned by Lex Roberts — these were flickering 
silent shows at five cents a showing, Next, another livery 
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Ready for a Fourth of July outing about 1970 is this 
group of Beltonites. In the driver's seat is Ben Har- 
telson and beside him Glen Rosier. The girl on the 
left in the back seat is Leta Rosier. 


stable — these were most essential and Belton was well 
provided, 

Next up the street was the skating rink, where afternoons 
and evenings the floor was full as young and old enjoyed this 
favorite pasttime. Previously the old rink location was used 
for tent shows — all the melodramas of the circuit were 
shown, We had by now come along way from minstrel to melo- 
firama — and the tent shows, filled two blocks, both sides of 
the street of our little town of Bellon, 
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ALL AROUND THE TOWN 


BELTON 1900 - 1920 


1, An ice storm played havoc with power lines 
in Feb. 1909, 2. A later picture of the Haw- 
thorne store, On the left is Maude Yost Haw- 
thorne with her dog, St. Louis; J. S. Sanders 
is behind the counter and barely visible 
in the rear is Fannie Hawthorne with a cus- 
tomer, Mrs. Edgar Idol. 3. Another shot in- 
Side of the A, Rosier store about 1905, 
Note the stools for customer’s convenience, 
4. Working on Belton’s first concrete side- 
walks, probably around 1910. Buck Sheridan, 
father of Maxine Hankins of Grandview 
had the first concrete mixer in Belton and 
laid out most of Relton’s sidewalks. Her 
grandfather, Sheridan Whitaker is in the 
petite and was one of Belton’s early mar- 
Shals, 
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of picture with hat in hand near flag. 


August would always find the farmers with the crops laid 
by, canning season most completed, and the Chautauqua arriv- 
ing for a one-week stand, adding to our cultural experience 
with many fine speakers, entertainers and musicians. Prob- 
ably our most illustrious was William Jennings Bryan. I can 
recall an August afternoon when the sun was beating down on 
the tent, creating almost an unbearable inferno within, and list- 
ening to the great orator — he never fumbled for a word or 
lost a beat with his palm-leaf fan, or failed to cool his brow 
with a wet handkerchief. 

An important part of our summer recreation were the 
Sunday sehool picnics and fish fries. No one knew better how 
ta manage the trench and fires along with the tubs of fish 
shipped in from Kansas City than Roy Rosler, The great 
flat pans browned the fish to just the right shade after it had 
been dipped in cornmeal. Long tables were provided for the 
many cakes —eoconut, chocolate . . . you name it and it was 
there — shaded by black walnut trees and the cakes coyered 
with mosquito netting. 

Then there were the Sunday school basket, picnies down on 
Grand River with wading and baseball alternating with the eat~- 
ing. It always seemed to be someone’s luck to fall into the 
muddy creek, be pulled out and covered with a big apron until 
clothes could dry, 

About the summer of 1904 — before our little town had 
progressed to Chautauquas — fairs were the big summer attrac- 
tion. Needlework, baking, butter-making and other home crafts 
were displayed in an octagonal art hall which featured a cupola 
skylight. (At age four I was more familiar with the word 
‘tark’! than “art so Ark Hall it was to me.) 

The ‘*Ark’? came in handy, I recall, during summer elect- 
rical storms which always seemed to occur during fairs. The 
worst storm, and the one I] remember most vividly, killed 
three people, including Uncle Cleve’s wife, whose body was 
hauled away in a green wagon, 

It was at the 1905 fair that I first saw cones for ice 
cream being made, They had been introduced at the St. Lonis 
World’s Fair in 1904, The fluffy batter was placed on two 
4” by 4” cast iron forms, similar to a waffle iron, allowed 
to bake a few minutes, and when lifted from the irons were 
formed into a cornucopia —ready for the ice cream hand-dipped 
from a freezer, This was a olle-man operation, anda very 
busy one, 

Another looked-forward-to summer event was the circus, 
The most memorable one for me was in 1912 because it was 
set up on the railroad right-of-way just back of our house on 
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The calvacade that welcomed William Jennings Bryan to Belton in 1977. He is to left 





. - 
- «we a = 


‘Uncle Cleve’ in front of his home near entrance 
to park. Note his high silk hat on his knee. 


Main Street. This provided an excellent opportunity to observe 
the performers practicing their routines and fired my ambition 
to be a performer of the arts. Little did | realize the intrica- 
cles of a tight-wire artist. 

But our family’s most memorable association with that 
circus came when father (James Young) went out to milk our 
pretty yellow jersey cown in the back lot, She wouldn’t stand 
still, and finally father looked over his shoulder to see a 
big, brown bear lumbering toward him out ofthe chickenhouse, 
Both cow and father left by the gate simultaneously —and for- 
tunately the gate was open. But that was one morning there 
was no milk on our table, and the cow was off in the distant 
pasture, The circus reclaimed their bear, and peace and tran- 
quility returned. 

1918 finds us at the close of World War I and the Armistice 
of Noy, lith, The evening was cold and blustery and the night 
far advanced, The excitement inthe square bounded by Dryden’s 
Drug Store, Citizens Bank andthe Bank of Belton with the burn- 
ing of a big bonfire left us almost stunned with the joy of antici- 
pation for those who would return and sadness for those who 
would never return. Thus we came to the end of a full and rich 
era, a short and industrious twenty years. 
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The Sutidav Session of the 
Chautaiqua closed the meeting, 
the first that has een in Belton, 
‘But it will not he the last, for al- 
ready 500 tickets are pledged for 
next year awl this erand intellect 
nal awakening will take place an- 
oually with Picreasing interest. 

Large aoiliences greeted each 
speaker, but Hrywu day —Satarday 
was a tevurd Wreuker, The Great 
Commoner dhew crowds of people 
from Vleasaut Ili, TMarrjsonville, 
Raymore, Preemsn, Drexel, Pecu- 
rar, Cleyelaral, Stilwell aud Stan- | 
ley, Kansas: Martin City, Hiek- 
mau Mills, Grandview, Lees Sum- 
nutanch Gireenwood, and fraus the | 
iarining region that surrounds the} 
town. | 

Mr, Bryan came up from Butler’ 
on the Missour) VPacifie and Jolin 
LaMar met him et Harrisonville 
with his autonmolile and brought 
him to Raymore, Mr, LaMar was 
with the party and Miss Rath La- 
Mar drove the jnachine. Near 
Rayniore the party was met by a 





lozen automobiles loaded with en- 

thusiasts, out from Belton, and en- W. J. BRYAN 

try to the town was made in state. W. J. Bryan is one of the few great American stales- 
After a tour uf the city, Mr. Bryan nen who las risen above party polities to the lofty 


was driven to the residence of 
BK, &. Hawthorne, where the cav- 
aleade was photographed by Wim. 
Davidson, | 


standard of a true slatesinan, Tle is a tnan of wreat per- 
sonal magnetism, Once heard lhe is tever forgotten, 
His speeches abound with poetry. Mr, Bryan is an ont- 
spoken enemy of class legislation and believes that the 
government has fully answered its purpose when it pro- 
-39- tects every citizen in the enjoyment of life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness, anvl leaves hiin just as free as 


possible to exercise Wis ability, industry and economy, 
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1. Inside of the Rosier Dry Goods store, 
2. One of Belton’s early garages, sile of 
the present police and fire departments. 
3. This early day Football team went un- 
defeated for 12 games, according to Ren 
Harrelson, Santa Monica, Calif. Taken some- 
time between 1902 and 1906 the players are 
. back row (1 to r) (Substitutes) Billy Darst, 
Roy Meador, Russell Mullen and Jim Bald- 
win. Middle row (Backfield) Allen Mullen, 
Ben Harrelson, Walter Bane and Artie 
Crouch. Front row (Linemen) Babe King, 
Earl Perkins, Russell Crow, Charles Wales, 
Merl Sims and John Jones, In front is Scott 
Wilson, captain, 


ALELMAHAN 


| (1 to r) are James L, Pettus, Harold Rosier, preacher; 
Dick George, groom; Marjorie Lee Meador, bride; Mary 
| E, West and Mable R, Twente. 5. This group of Red 
Cross girls during World War I was known as the Lotus 
Club. Shown are back row (1 to r) Rena Huber, Fan Gar- 
nett Shouse, Lena Harrelson Green, Martha Harrelson 
James, Maude Lewis. Front row, Susan Wilson Greel, 
Lee Yost Rosier, Leona Hisey Kennedy, Deanie Cunning- 
ham, Grace Wilson Van Brunt, Edna Hisey Ruppert and 
Marie Mosely Ferrell. 6, Clarence Keeney is shown 
his transfer wagon on May 14, 1919, 


-40- 














The Smith-American Piano 


By Glenn E. Harrison 


Some time in the late seventies, a Dr. Shanks from Boston, 
Mass., came to Belton bringing his family and some personal 
belongings, among them a plano. His wife wasan accomplished 
pianist. 

The new home he built was standing until recently at the 
corner af Secon and Cedar streets, Severa] years passed and 
his wife became i] and died, 

My mether af this time wasa student Kansas City, studying 
under a Professor Schulcy, 

Because mother needed a piano at home topractice on, my 
grandfather, William Downing, bought the opera grandfram Dr. 
Shanks, and moved it to the farm. Built about the year 1840, 
the ebony piano with ivory keys wasa grand plece of mechanical 
perfection. (Incidentally, I placed my mark on some of the 
keys with a railroad spike in 1895 from what is now the Kansas 
City and Southern Railroad, which was being built at this time.) 
The piano weighed 1,750 pounds. 

The history of the piana,astoldtome by my mother, began 
in a theater in Boston. I can see in my mind as I write this 
atticle, the theater in one of the leading cities of that time where 
people of note often gathered. 

At that time, the musicians were behind the stage, not ina 
pit as it is today, For special concerts the piano was wheeled 
out onthe stage, There were noelectriclights or coal oil lamps, 
For illumination, whale ofl and candles were used. In such a 
setting, The Smith-American made her debut. She came of age 
in the opera in Boston. A few who were entertained by this won- 
derful instrument were Charles Dickens, Charlotte Cushman 
(who played the part of Romeo), John Greenleaf Whittier, 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Edwin Booth, Mark Twain, Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow and many others. 

Then in her youth, all shiny from the reflections of whale 
oil lamps as they danced on her side, she gave to the audience 
the sweetest and most soothing sounds. Sometimes they were 
as harsh and loud as she could produce. 

Being a large instrument, it had akeyboardto correspond, 
with eight keys (an octave) extra, T have talked to many musi- 
cians about this and they say they never had need of them. 

When she came into the Downing family, being the only 


instrument of its kind in Belton, she was called upon to perform 
on various occasions. In those days, the community made its 
own entertainment by meeting inthe school houses or in a large 
hall which was located in the 300 block of Main St, Charles 
Atkinson built two, two-story brick buildings on the south 
side of Main St. anda large hall was over these two buildings. 

My aunt, who wasa studentin dramaticsat the University of 
Missouri at that time, decided to make use of this hal) by having 
entertainment. It was some task to prepare for this event. The 
stage and seats had to be built. The seats were twa by tens 
laid on two by twelves set on their edges, 


The big task was to get the piano up. Belton was blessed 
with some enterprising men, especially Charles Taylor and 
Areb Sprinkle, wha built some ofthe old mansions that grace our 
community at this time. Charles and Archloadedthe piano ina 
dray wagon backed up to my grandfather’s house (still standing 
on the north side of Main St, inthe 100 block), then they backed 
it up to the stairway leading to the second floor which had been 
prepared beforehand by placing planks over the treads. Attaching 
a blockand tackle from the pianotoan anchor up the stairs, they 
wheeled her into place before the stage. 

While in Columbia, my aunt had attended performances of 
Blind Boone, the famous Negro blind pianist. She asked him to 
come to Belton which he did ane gave a concert on the old 
Smith American, It was quite anevent forthe Negro community 
in Belton at that time since many of them were his friends, 


In 1904, father and mother decided to build a new home on 
some landtheyhadacquired, In making plans they had to provide 
for the Smith American which, by that time, was in semi- 
retirement. A place was made in the reception hall for her and 
there she was placed in the year 1909, There she stood in diz- 
nity, often played by my mother in her last days, 


Before mother died, she wanteda new plano, So, against the 
wishes of the family, a new one was bought from Jenkins Music 
Co. The trade-in on the Smith American was $10, The last we 
knew the old pinao was sold at auction in 1939, 

Where she is at this time] donot know, but God Bless her, 
she put me to sleep many times. 
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The Belton Depot prior ‘to 7 909 - The train is th 


e K.C.C.& S., which was abandoned in 1935 


Let’s Build a Railroad! 


By Dorothy Lane 


In the Missouri annals of History, as early as 1836, we 
find the term ‘Agitation of Railroads’, — meaning to arouse 
public inferest in and put into action. The development of 
railroads in the west was to follow such a reckless, gambler- 
like and often troublesome course that the word ‘agitation’ 
in this case could well apply to a broader and more common 
use of the word. Missouri and Cass County railroad history 
goes hand in hand with this development, influenced by the 
economy of the times and last but not least by the character- 
istics of our people, Before our country’s first big business, 
the railroads, was to become established in the west, the in- 
tegrity, intelligence and honesty of our forefathers of Missouri 
was certainly to be tested, Characteristic of man, sometimes 
they triumphed — other times they failed, 

The Pacific railroad from St. Louis to the western line 
of the state was chartered in 1950, its name signifying its 
destination. However, it had only reached Sedalia by the time 
the Civil War started when construction was halted for two 
years, 

The war brought setbacks and financial problems to the 
railroads. There was a decrease in their use resulting in less 
income and the cost of construction of new lines was more 
than had been anticipated. Railroads were targets of destruc- 
tion Irom opposing forees and from bushwhackers, Contrac- 
tors were robbed of horses, mules, and provisions. Sterling 
Price’s raid on the Pacific railroad in the fall of 1864 de- 
stroyed bridges, buildings, truck tracks, tracks and rolling 
stock all the way from Franklin to Kansas City. In spite of 
all this, the line reached Pleasant Hill on July 19, 1865. The 
Pacific line was completed from St. Louis westward to In- 
dependence and from Kansas City eastward to Independence, 
connecting on Sept. 19, 1865, 


When the Civil War guns were stilled, the Confederate 
veteran went home to a ruined land, whereas war time had 
brought growth to the North’s industrial machine. The expan- 
sion of trade evidenced a need for more railroads. Counties 
and cities of Missouri were asked to yote bonds and issue 
them to organized railroad companies. Impressed by the mil- 
lions being amassed by the financiers of railroads in the east, 
bonds were voted at every opportunity in a reckless spirit 
of speculation. Sometimes the railroads were builfas planned, 
such as the first railroad through Belton, the Pleasant Hill & 
Lawrence Railway Company, Others were not built, suchas the 
Teho & Neosho railroad, and in this case Cass County strug- 
fled for years to pay the indebtedness, Millions of dollars 
were invested in early railroads, Bankruptcies and foreclo- 
sures were the demons lurking in the dark with some lines 
passing into the hands of receivers. 

The spark of life was given to Belton’s first railroad in 
1865 in the Senate Chambers of Kansas by Sen. James H. 
Lane of Lawrence. 

Kansas City had suffered during the war with its popu- 
lation estimated to have dropped to 3500 at the lowest count. 
Its trade was gone, the houses in poor condition, and the 
streets in need of repair. Kansas City’s biggest rival, Lea- 
yenworth, Kans, had prospered with its population reaching 
a fizgure close to 18,000. This was due to several factors: 
Leavenworth was made headquarters of the Army, the hazards 
of the trail near Kansas City and the struggle between North- 
erners and Southerners in Kansas City itself, 

The natural laws of commerce were all in favor of Kan- 
sas City but the same rivalries that ruledthem before the war, 
still existed among a ¢roup of politicians in Kansas toward 
Kansas City. In an effort ta secure the Kansas trade for Kan- 
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sas fowls an extensive railroad scheme was presented by 
Senatar Pane. The scheme lueluded4@ road from Leavenworth 
by way of Lawrensé to the southern state line, anda plan to 
make Bawrence lhe eastern larminus of the Kansas Pacific 
railroad which was also the rallroad Kansas City had been 
laboring for to the Gulfof Mexico, lua further effort to by-pass 
Kansas City, a@ road was planned fram Lawrence to Pleas- 
ant Hill, Mo., which wonld connect the Pacific rallroad thera, 
st, Louis, feeling Kansas Cily was threatening tier trade, 
fell into fhe trap set. by Senator Lane not reslizing thal Il would 
have resnited li ]{ansas, Colorado, New Mexico and Texas 
trata connecting with the Hannlbal 4 St. Joseph railroad eu- 
route to Chicago, thus by-passlm both St. Louis and Kansas 
City. Work was started on this Kansas road al Lawrence Ime 
26, 1865, i November 1865, the Pleasant Hill and Lawrence 
road was surveyed. 

In the fiaxt few years, Kansas City gradually claimed its 
own, The trade of the southwest states returned, und residents 
returned to their homes after the war. Steamers again began bo 
ply the Missouri river, whloadine 28 toms of freight at the 
levee by the end of May. 

The Pacific was open lor business Sept. 21, 1605, and 
other vallroads were pushing toward Kansas City, Kansas 
City passed its crisis when it obtained a contraot with the 
Hannibal & St. Joseph railroad te connect tathat line, A bridge 
aerass the Missouri River was built making Kansas City 4 port 
of entry, Becalse of this progress, Leavenworth gave up the 
ballle and abandoned the proposed Pleasant [ill & Lawrence 
railroad plan. 

St, Louls sat Up and toole notice at Kansas City’s progress 
and was spurred into action, She openly fostered the Pleasant 
Will and) Lawrence railroad scheme in March 1464, thus taking 
up the battle where Leavenworth had left off, The owners of 
the Pacific ratlread were St, Louis people, therefore, this line 
was used toa inflyance Pleasant Hill and other Cass County 
residents sinc® the Pacilic ran through Pleasaul Hill at that 
time, 

Acoording to the records of the Cass County Court, on 
Tuesday, July 14, 1869, ao election was held in the townships 
nf Rig Creek, Mt, Pleasant, and Pleasant Hill to poll the wishes 
of the people to subseribe fo stork of the Pacific Railroad 
Company (later known as Missouri Pacific) for the purpose of 
building a branch line from Plegsant Hill to the western line 
of tie state, to be called the Pleasant Hill & Lawrence Hallway 
Company. The vote carried and Pleasant Hill Towrship suh- 
scribed $50,000 jn stock, Mt. Pleasant $26,000 and Big Creek 
$25,000. Raymore Township was not included in this first 
subscription but it has been noted they did subscribe to stock, 
apparently ata Jater date, 

The first contract drawn was rejected by the Pacific 
railroad. ‘fhe second coutract was rejected by tha County 
Court. ‘Tha Pacific demanded the bonds on July 41, 1H69 
and presented an affidavit stating that the work on the pro- 
posed road had conimenced in good faith, to be completed by 
Jan, 1, 187. The attorney for Cass County objected, — objection 
was suslained, However, the County Court refused to grant 
the bonds with .udgs Copeland of Pleasant Wi! dissenting. 

A group of people fram Mt. Pleasant, Big Creek and Pleas 
ant Hill townships then appeared before ths court on Aug. 14, 
1869 petitioning the court to comply with the prayers’? of the 
people expressed in the election of July 13, The order re- 
jecting the contract was set aside, andthe contract was ratified 
and executed. The honds were tobe issued upon delivery of stock 
in the Pleasant Hill & Lawrence Railway Company. Twenty~ 
five $1,000 bonds consisting of five sets numbered ous 
through five were issued, Pive bonds were due 15 years from 
the date of issue and five were due each year there after until 
paid, The interest rate was six per cent payable in gobo. 
The bonds ware delivered to the Pacific railroad and the stock 
Issued a5 specified to be held dn trust by the County Court. 
The levy set for Mi. Pleasant Township was eight-tenths of 
one per cent on al) the real estate, 
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According to the 1917 }istory of Cass County, Mt. 
Pleasant Tpwnship bonds were later rated uf about ten cants 
on the dollar ( perhaps after the mouay panic of 1879) at which 
time & group of men from the towoship borrowed the money. 
bought the bonds, levied. the tax and paidthem off. This has not 
been confirmed by record. However, on May 5, 1879.4, C, 
Briant & Nathan Harrelson, as cOmmtssionersfor Ml. Pleasant 
Townsh{p, appeared before the Counly Court to settle the bonded 
ludebtetness of said township and presented to the court bonds 
witu coupons attached, 

These bonds should not be confused. with the prewar 
Pacific bonds voted in 1857, the St. Louis and Sante Fe Bonds 
often referrsd to as the Bloody Santa Fe Bonds. Cass County 
had more than its share of bond troubles. 

Nothing was done with these prewar bonds until 1660. 
When the Civil War started three of the bonds had been sold. 
Qubing the war, the ramsioing bonds were seized from Cass 
County and turned over to the Pacific railroad. Nothing further 
was done about them until 1872, 

A petition was presented to the county court in February, 
L171 for the construction ofa railroad calledthe Tebo @ Neosho, 
The court issued bonds for this railroad within the month with- 
out the sauetion of the people, This displeased the citizens of 
Cass County and steps were taken in an effort to prevent the 
funding of the bonds. The railroad deolared bankruptcy and its 
assets were sold, with the road never being built, 

Late in the eveningon Mareh 1, 1872, an order was made by 
the counly court te thn the old Sante Fe bonds, bringing the 
total debt of the county to $229,000. The court was proniptly 
adjourned and the partielpating parties leit town with the bonds 
aud a plan to divide the spoils between them, The bonds were 
to be delivered to R, L. Stevens, veneral manager of the Sante 
Fe, who was 4 contributing firure in the scandal. 

Their action was quickly detected and sheriff Alexander 
C, Briant, ootified. According to the 1842 Cass County history, 
Briant immediately telegraphed St, Louis offering $2,600 for 
the capture of the swindlers. (This wasatidy sum ag the county 
court was only allowing $50 reward for the apprehension of 2 
mule and horge thief at (he time.) He gave his péersoual bond to 
secure $174,000 worth of the hends that had been placed in an 
eypress office, 

Within the next few days, Judge Forsythe and Judge Cope- 
land turned themselves over to authorities. Judge Stevenson, 
realizing he would soon be captured, surrendered and was 
released on bail, The county attorney, nimed Cline, also in- 
volved in the thaft was apprehended and arrested, The deputy 
clerk, R. Higgins, who had sealed the bonds with the county 
court s8al was cuptured in Kausas City but committed suicide 
the same evening. 

Stevenson snd Cline were aout on bail ani continied to 
operale. Cline persuaded Thomas Dutroe, an alderman for the 
city of Harrisonville acting as mayor pro-tem, to sign $5,000 in 
boids for street grading. 

This was the last straw. The county was seething, 
Stevenson, Cline and Dutroe decided on flight and boarded the 
train at 5 p,m. going east, 

The train was stopped at Gunn City by putting old plows 
across the track, Fifty or sixty masked menemerged from the 
blacksmith shop and confronted the train asking tor Stevenson 
and Cline. Cline replied by shooting into the crowd, and was 
killed by 4 bullet when he tried toescaps. Stevenson was kMled 
in the bagesge car and Dutroe died four hours later from a 
ballet wonnd. 

The bends were 4ll retrieved and burned except No. 1 
and No. 229 which were given to Harrisonville and Gunn 
City respectively, Number one still hangs framed in the Cass 
County Court House, A card in the corner says: ‘This bond is 
to be framed and preservedina public hall, that the public ser- 
vants of old Cass County may remember when they lrample 
pon the rights of the people and refuse to hear their prayers, 
tuat they will appeal ta a higher power and serve an injunction 
that will stich —which means —Death to Tyrants,” 





An election was hele in all the townships of Cass County 
on May 24, 1900 to determine the wishes of the people as to 
meeting the bonded indebtedvess of the county, The vote car- 
ried allowing bonds in the amount of $490,000, 

The election judzes for Mt. Pleasant Towuship were: J, A, 
Jauden, John A, Marshall, H. H, Lacy, Ed Cloutisr, R. M, 
Johuston and T, J. Stansberry. The election was held at the 
old city hall in Belton, far Mt, Pleasant Township, 

In view of all this, the residents of Mt. Pleasant 'Towuship 
should be jnstly proud of the integrity and determination of our 
early settlers in pushing the Pleasant Hill & Lawrence rail- 
road to completion in 1871 and then paying off their debt by 
1879. The slakes ware high, bal then the need was great, Be- 
fore the train cams, residents of the area traveled by wagon 
to Pleasant Ill once or twice 4 year for supplies. Sometimes 
the trip was made to New Sante Fe or on to Westport Landing 
by way a! the state line trail. Doctors were as far away. 


George W. Scott and Wm, H, Colbern must ; 


The road that was built started at Pleasaut jill, proceeded 
west tn what is now Raymore, westthrough what is now Helton, 
northwest through what was High Blue, crossed Holmes load 
on the north side of what is now Mobile Holmes Village ab 
166th aud }[olmes Road, leaving Cass County at the northwest 
corner. 

Lee Glandon was the first agent of record, arriving in 
Raymore in 1872, taking care of hoth Loe Raymore and Belton 
Station until 1844, A depot was built iu Dellon in L471, whieh 
was a social center as well, ting used by the Methorlish 
Churel: for Sunday School until 1875, The newspapers were d= 
livered by train and the depot was a gatherin} place to find 
out the news. The station agent wold work late on days ol 
national events, such as elections, to inform the townspeuple 
of the results as it Was received on the telegraph. 

The train became the link to the wutside world, aud ite 
arrival was an important event. Anxious passengers, as Well 
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Bonds providing aid for the Kansas portion of sreeyee Stans, Spt Oke BIR 

1 i ] Pharant th aot Law- | Uncen evreral set of Miss | Condolicated wi he arin ¢) heehee erie 
the line, were voted April 6, 1889 fn Johnson feore Wraguds wl ie | Tae =e, MB tuk iw th | nepal 4 datwu ts : to the , Wael av \4 

County, Kans. } exfite Ralirosd © CHULA | ; Pic is Lr in i at aay 
j i) VLE, WR re ely i vr aens, te atoit wy he FT, Aker ieee 
L a were - ma ae ~ the St. Dauses Huitraml \ rus | A eaery tard ; as men inte Soy 10, in| tile tsar th 

Oouls, Lawrence Denver Railroad Compatiy. pany 
i ‘ | Dasrence nil Plemant | Conor lkwe of Mistourl. Cositince) whl kn forty ty rianne 
According to records, the first corporation | TEN KndlWay Wonjalg, Jisiw Ty Iti. wr I= Ma site aa soon Muted: ADE. "My 
* j , + | hy fina 8 oh isn 

began the actual construction of the first rail- IL | St Louls, Liweetnn 1. | Uniter geuersd laws wf) Crus Wider mel wr Mbt Merk th tebe 
road through Belton, and the third corporation Denver Hailrad | Keuvslin, July Ul, 140%, Ardila ik ernst gin) sata ADE. wh 


completed the line about 1871. (See chart [or 


| pany, 
elarity) 


Time Card 
PACIFIC RAILROAD OF MISSOURI 


Janes Brown, President; John C. Porter, Treasurer; A. A. 
Talmage, General Superintendent; £. A. Ford, General Pas- 
semzer and Ticket Agent; J. A. Hill, General Freight Agent; 
W. H. Patriarche, Supply Agent; J. W. King, Paymaster. 


ST, LOUIS, LAWRENCE & DENVER 
(Leased by Pacific & Atlantic) 


JUNE, 1872 LAWRENCE BRANCH 


Jefferson City Time 


: Pal! Mi _ Stations 


"Pleasant nil 
22 = Bartleson 
25 «Stanley 
34 Olathe 
46 Te Sato 
54 fudora 
61 Lawrence 


Time Curt of the tirst railroad through Bélton, Bartleson 
dutlion would hive been in the vicinity of State Line. 
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as many onlookers on the platform, would oheck their watches 
to see if the northbound would be on time. Crates, bageare, 
mail and cans of cream were wheeled oul for loading. The 
ghostly wail of the whistle wouldecho faintly across the prairies 
as the rails began to hum. The crowdon the vibrating platform 
would stand entranced while the monster approached with white 
steam hissing about the huge wheels, its bell clanging loudly, 
Freight was hastily transferred as passenger's quickly boarded, 
The conductor would check his watch, the brakeman would 
raise auf lower his keroséne lantern. The monster would 
shudder, begin to move und slowly rumble out of sight, billow- 
ing white clouds of steam. One of the biggest events of the 
day was past and sume spectators could be expected to return 
to seé who and what the southbound would bring. 


The St. Louis, Lawrence & Denver became the St. Louis, 
Lawrence 4 Western on fab. 246, 1874, Thecompany was oper- 
dted hy its own organization until itspropertyrights, aud fran- 
chises were sold al a foreclosure sale on Feb. 23, 1877. In 
a deed dated Oct. 18, 1877, 44.82 miles extending from Cor- 
liss to Pleasant Hill was deeded tothe Pleasant Hill & De Soto, 
This line was leased to the Afchison, ‘Topeka & Santa Fe for 
$75,000 per year which wave that company a short line ta St. 
Louis, that promised to bea of much value in the future, 


The evaluation of the Pleasant Will & De Soto Railroad 


Company as of Feb. 16, 1881 forthe Cass County portion of the 
route was as follows: 





George Crawford on cart and Clarence Peacock assist- 
ing ~ ‘*Meeting the Train.” 


22,41 antles main traok af 32,500.00 55,775.00 
a mifles side Lrank at 42,200,00 660.00 
Cass Co. Slare o! Rolling Stock 4,262.00 
4 Vault Cars 100.00 

T Seetion louse, 2 Dennts, 2 Stock Yards 
1 ‘Toothouse gut 1 watur tryek 1,010.00 
SO1L,807.00 


The Souther Kansas Pallway Cumpany,a subsidiary of tis 
ALT. & S.Jeased the line Jan. 1, 1884 until il was sold to form 
(he Kausas City, Clinton & Spriuefield Raflraad. 

A stockholders report af the ALT. 8. 5, in L8d4 reported, 
“The Pleasant Hill & De Soto tine had about earned its operating 
expenses, but was af no value to the Atchison Company except 
as keeping from its terrttory any ulfriendly competitor, The 
Kansas City, Clinton « Springfield Natlroad haying made a 
proposa! to purebase the property under conditions which could 
not be injurious to the Atehisan Company, the property was 
soli for $156,975 wash." 

This tame about whey &, J, Perry of Keith & Perry Coal 
Conipany in Kansas City dreamed of Missouri coal fields com-— 
parable fo those in Peunsylvana, The plan neededa reilroad, so 
he sold the [ea to George ff, Nettleton, the president of the 
Kansas City, Fort Seott & Memphis line, The railroad through 
Belton, the Pleasant Hill & De Solo, was houcht by Nettleton 
m Jan. 20, 1085 He made it a partof the Kansas City, Porr 
Scott & Memphis system and named it the Kansas City, Clinton 
& Springfield Railway Company, alias the K. ¢. C, &S§. In 
the deolining years of the road, lt was affectionately known 
as the “leaky Roof?" 

Nettleton started laving trackage south from Raymore 
Junction throuzh the Coleman community, The late George 
Parrott recalled the telegraph line running throuh the prairie 
chicken Might area located south of Coleman, Every day any 
fumiber of these birds would be killed by flying intu the 
telegraph wire. 

Let us tow brine the history up to 1845 on Bellon'’s sec— 
ond railroad or what is now the St, Lois & San Franeisco 
known as the #risuo’s Clinton Culolf. 

The beginning of this line took place in August, 1871 when 
the Kansas City Memplic & Mobile Railrvad Company was 
incorpor2ted. tt had acquired some right of way between 
Clinton & Kansas City bul no railroad was constructed. The 
right of way was sold at public auction in April, 1877 ta John 
D, Bancroft of Kansas City as trustee. It was conveyed ta the 
Kansas City & Southern Railwity Company in Dec. 1880. 

John 1. Blair, New Jersey millionaize, became assuclared 
With the Kansas City & Southern in July, 1684 when he entered 
inla contract with Prank M. Green and William Bailey of st. 
Lowis, prin¢ipal shareholders of the company. Bailey was 


presifent and atlorney for the Kansas City & Southern and 
Green was the contractor. The contract was for terms and 
construction af the Kansas City & Southern between the 
Chieazo & Alton Junetion east of Kansas City toa point near 
the Osage River, north of or néar Osceola, Mo. The line was 
tu be built and maintained by original owners of K. C. &S. 
until corupletion of construction which was to be within three 
years. Hlair’s plan was tu build a railroad from Kansas City 
Z Memphis and the Gulf, — it bheeame known as the ‘Blair’ 
ine. 

Then began jhe history-making race between John Blair 
with his Kansas City & Southern railroad and George Nettle- 
ton with his Kansas City, Clinton & Springfield. People in 
Helton were not aware of this race as much as those on the 
southern end of the line. everything from horses to whiskey 
was bet on who would reach Osceola first. Blair built to the 
north side of the river opposite Osceola and stopped there, 
as the contract stipulated, ferrying bis passengers and freight 
across the Osage, Nettleton built a bridge across the river 
and entered Osceola first. Disputes flared over the bets. 
It took almost as long to settle who won the race as it did to 
build the roatt 

The ‘* Blair?! lins was completed in LS87 between Kansas 
City and Osegola, Itentered Cass Conntyfrom the north passing 
throush Bellon in a southeasterly direction, going through 
Harrelson and Peculiar, It crossed the existing K, C.C. &S. 
track in Belton south of present Memorial Park ata point in 
Tine with and south of fillard Ave, This property was sold at 
public auction ta Alair on April 21, 1891, who then organized 
the Kansas City, Osceola & Southeru Raflway Company, He 
incorporated it the next day and couveyed the property to the 
company on June 16, L8oT, 

Hoth rallroads were in stiff competition tut the lings pros- 
pered for years. Great quantities of coal were found hut it was 
not of the best quality for commercial use. In the glorions 
days nf the railroads two coaches on the K.C_C. & 5. would 
be crammed to the doors with passengers each day bound for 
Kausas City from Belton and other towns down the line, to 
return late in the afternoon. There was ‘*The Peddler’', a 
loca! merchandise train, so called because it peddled all along 
stopping Wherever there was a hen on the fence, as the saying 
went. ff would Isave Olathe at 5:30 in the moruing with the car 
to be opened first so fll of merchandise that part of it would 
have to be unloaded before the men couldcrawl in. Carloads of 
eattle were shipped each night on the stock express from the 
steckyards up and down the line. The stockyard for the 
kK, C. C. & S. in Belton was on the north side of the 600 block 
of MainStreet where the school busesare now parked, The stock 
yard for the K, C, 0, & S, wasat the southwest corner of 
Commerical and Chestnut Streets where a Jayoes Park is now 
located. Before the Kansas City market was established, stock 
was shipped to the St. Louis Market, 


Matlon White in ihe book “fhe Leaky Roof?’ recalls that 
the circus traveled by train in the olf days and in one instance 
the elephant was being transported behind the tender, The enrine 
ran dry as they were pulling into Mastin, Kans, The elephant had 
hecome thirsty, stuck its trunk in the water tank and drank it 
dry. I guess you would call that rumiing out of fuel, 

The late C. A. Dugvins, a farmer conductor on the ‘Leaky 
Rool” recalled an incident in the 1920's when a heavy snow 
storm blanketed the area, 4 tral became stalled just outside 
of Belton enroute to Raymore, Another engine was sent to help 
and before it was over five or six steam enyines were also 
stalled, How do you gel steam Locomotives oul of suaw drifts? 
The end of the story we do not have, except the snow plow in 
those days was the man beliind the shovel. 

As for how the ''Leaky Rool’? came by its nickname; one 
of the largest industries on the K, C. C, & 8. route was the 
sewer pipe plant at Neepwater. A large number af old cars with 
bad roofs were left on the siding there because weter would 
nol hurt that produet. Oovasionally the flour mill would tind 
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these old cars on their Sidintandittook a dim view of shipping 
flour with leaky roofs. Tha name remained and the railroad 
is referred to as such by the nalives of this area to this day. 

An option was granted the Frisco on Nov. 4, 1897 to buy 
the Kansas City, Osceola & Southern between Bolivar and 
Kansas City, which included Belton, This option wasexcercised 
an June 1, 1900, thus securing for the Frisco its first railroad 
into Kansas City. 


Frisco Depot with Frisco trainon 


eo 


the track. Picture was taken by 
Sammie Feeback probably some- 
time in the 40s. The Depot was 
forn down in 1964 and replaced 
by the present smal/ one. 


Miss Florence Smith of Belton, daughter of John Newton 
Smith, moved here as a young girl in the summer of 1900, 
Smith came as the section foreman for the recently purchased 
Frisco line. Miss Smith says there were twodepots with cinder 
platforms af that time, The Friseo depot (formerly K.C.0,& §.) 
was at the same location as the present Frisco depot. The 
K, C. C. & 8, Depot was located where the Buerge Elevator 
is now at 507 Walnut, (See 1895 town plat in front of book for 
depot and track locations.) 

Both depots were torn down sometime between 1900 and 
1909, and the big Frisco depot was built with a wooden platform, 
Wheu Perry Houston was mayor, he persuaded the Frisco to 
replace it witha brick platform, The depot consisted of a section 
for passenvers where the women and children waited. The 
telegraphy section was the gathering place for the men pas- 
sengers, the train men and freight men. Inlater years a freight 
warehouse was built on the west end of the depot. Then there 
was the coal house, and the ‘‘his’* and **hers?*, 4 tool house 
was built, which is still standing or rather leaning, along the 
tracks on the west side of Chestnut. A building that housed a 
cream Station at one time isstill standingat the southeast cor- 
ner of Walnut and Commercial streets. 

Our senior citizens recall the railroad turntable, where 
they played as youngsters, located on the southeast corner of 
58 Highway (North Ave.) and Scott Avenue, 

Miss Smith also remembers on Sunday during summer 
months, the Frisco line would have excursions from Xansas 
City to Clinton, The train would arrive in Belton between 9:00 
and 10;00 a.m. for a rest periodandto take on passengers. The 
tourists would spend the day in Clintonand return through Bel- 
ton about nine in the evening. The Kansas City passengers often 
mane jokes of the small towns along the way and this irked the 
railroad men, 

The Dummy train came along in the carly 1900's to 
replace steam engines on branch lines, jt was gas powered, 
thas requiring a smaller crew and proved to be more ef- 
ficient. The first car contained the engine and crew, bag- 
gage and mail section and sometimes a smoking loge for 
the men fo smoke their cigars so as not to distress the ladies. 
The second car was the coach for passengers. 

Lee Gladden was the first agent of record for the first 
railroad from 1872 to 1884. Early agents for the K, C.C, &8. 
were J, &. Lockwood, 1890; W. F. Bill, 1891; J. 0, Pender, 
1892; E. 6. William, 1893; ©, Ray, 1895-1897, and L, J, 


Strahan 1898, Agents jor the K. C. G&S, were V. 1. Skiyi- 
worth, 1895 and C. 0, Campbell, 1895-1900. When the new 
Frisco depot was built to serve both railroads, if yas managed 
by one agent. L, J. Strahan remained as agent fram 1900 to 
1917, L. M. Walker was agent in 1917, Then, Hart, 1918-1934 
or later and a Mr. Mclin, 1934. 

Freight transfer services were a vital necessity in con- 
junction with the rallroads, At one time there were two in 





Belton. Abe and Sam white were owners of one and Willard 


and Howard Huggins were owners of the other around 1910. 


Abe and Sam White sold to Clarence Keeney. Howard Huggins 
became fhe sole owner of their service in 1916 and sold it ta 
Millard Kennison in 1918. Tom M2Kinley, still a resident 
of Belton, bought it from Kennison and sold it approximately 
seven years later to Ernie Shirk. Shirk retired the Dray 
wagon for the truck. McKinley tells us there were three kinds 
of wagons; the water wagon, a wagon for freight and coal, and 
a wagon called '*running gears’? which could be used for lumber 
or with the dump bed on it used for sand and grit. 

Motor transportation on 71 Highway built through Cass 
County in the middle 1920's took some of the business (rom 
the railroads through Belton. Realizing the income was not there 
to support two lines, the Frisco bought the Kansas City, Clinton 
& Springfield on Sept. 1, 1928. Employees of the Leaky Roof 
believed the Frisco bought the line with the intention of junkine 
it. 

The depression of the 1930's brought about the final petition 
to abandon the line, on the basis the two railroads paralleled 
each other too closely. Thirteen towns were tobe left without 4 





The Dummy Train, 1914, Kathleen Barnes remem- 
bers her class in 1911 boarding the first dummy 
train at 8:30 a. m., Spending the day at Swope Park 
and returning in the evening. 
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railroad; taymore, Coleman, Kimpton, Daugherty, Garden City, 
Creighton, Urich, ‘Hartwell, Collins, Mumansville, Fair Play, 
Aldrich and Kudorg. veo though everyone had poked fun at 
the Leaky lool, they screamed to high tieavens at the thouglit 
of abandoning it, bot ta no avail. 

After a half century of service, the ‘*Leaky Roof’? made 
its final run on May 29, 1935. There was a touch of irony in 
its last load of sixteen cars of gravel and sand ta be used in 
highway building near Urich, Mo. 

Many people in Belton remember when the steel rails 
were taken up and sold to Japan in the late 130’s, fo be shot 
back af us in bullets in the 40’s. A smell portion of the line 
had been abandoned it 1916 consisting of 7,8 miles of track. 
The Belton to Olathe section had been abandoned prior to 1935, 
at which time Grandview had become the north terminus of 
the line, 

When the R, 0, C,&§, wasabandoned, the agent at Creigh- 
ton, Jack W, Looney, was transferred to Belton as agent for 
the Friseo line. We was agent here from April 1935 until his 
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deatl: as a result of a home fire in December of that year. His 
widow, Gene, presently resides at their home at 403 B, Street. 


George Y, Crawford was agent at Belton from 1936 until 
his retirement in 1957, He started his career with the K, c. 
C. & S, in 1911 and had served as agent in Raymore, Creig- 
ton, Garden City and Grandview, having learned telegraphy 
from Jack Looney. During World War IT he received the no- 
tification telegrams of our war dead, including that of his 


own son. Crawford and his wife, Nellie Pearl, are both 
deceasen, 
BE. J, Jones was agent here in 1958 follawed bya Mr, 


Gilbert. There has not been an agent here for several years. 

The last passenger and mail train through Belton was on 
May 27, 1954. When city officials and other citizens along the 
route participated in the last run, Mike Spear, grandson of 
then Mayor George Spear, may have been the youngest pas- 
senger, being two years old at the time. Belton started receiy- 
ing its mail by truck the next day, 
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Early day timetables. At left, ‘The Blair Line’ 
7894. On the right, Belton schedules as they ap- 


peared in the Belton Herald, Nov. 27, 1896. 


Appreciation is expressed to the fullowing people for sts 
tistical information used im this article, Gil Sweet. regional 
manager, The Atchison, Topekw & Santa Fe Railway Oa: 
Horny E. Hammer, Missouri Pacifte Lines and Martin M_ 
Pomplrey, St, Lows, San Frdpecisco Ruilway Go, (Frise). 
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George Crawford at telegraphy 
desk of Frisco Depot. 


According to James A, Williams of Lee’s Summit, a for- 
mer Railway Express messenger and joint baggageman on 
the Frisco, the ‘‘mixed train” started operating in 1954 
carrying express, freight, some mail, including carloads of 
baby chickens from Clinton, and passengers. The passengers, 
if any, rode in the caboose, The mixed train stopped running 
in Sept. 29, 1966. 

In early papers reference is made to Adams and Wells 
Fargo Express Companies, Adams was formed in 1841 and 
Wells Fargo in 1852 for the purpose of handling express in 
transit. They first operated by stage and steamboat, and in 
later years traveled on the trains eventually merging into 
the Railway Express Agency, 

Williams also recalls the Railway Express messenger, 
H, C. Freeman, that was killed in 1959 south of the city park 
by a bullet striking him in the temple as he rode in the caboose 
having a cup of coffee, Youngsters were target practicing in 
the area and a stray bullet found its unfortunate victim, 

The big Frisco. depot outlived its usefulness and in early 
1964 wrecking crews removed it. A small one car garage size 
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Last passenger train through Belton, May 27, 1964 


building replaced it. Former Mayor Bob Jones obtained the 
bricks from the platform, which are presently being used in 
the construction of his new home on 58 Highway. 

Once upon a time there were from 10 to 12 trains through 
Belton daily. The train service in Belton now consists of one 
southbound train arriving between 6:30 a.m. and noon on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, and one northbound ar- 
riving abound 6;30 p,m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Freight may be shipped by the car load only. 

In the busy age of fast cars and sleek jets, one hardly 
notices the train when it passes through town now, except for 
the howling of the dogs when the train whistle hurts their ears. 
Tt makes one think of the cry of the coyote on the prairie, the 
first signal of an approaching train at night even before the 
human ear could hear it. 

Natives can’t help but feel a touch of nostalgia when they 
drive by the present small Frisco depot with the disarray 
surrounding it, —an unjust monument to the glorious past of the 
Iron Horse, All is not lost, as long as someone, somewhere 


remembers the day when everyone built a railroad. 


ian 


Howard Huggins transfer service. Shown (/ to r) Huggins, Ben Crouch, Albert Ramsey, unknown, 
Nelson Mullen and John Hyer. Frisco platform with tool shed is to right and Fred Ruch's black- 


smith’s shop on Main St. is in background. (New police and fire department building. 323 Main) 
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Belton Theaters 


By Dorothy Looney 


Down through the years theaters have provided a variety 
of entertainment for Belton audiences. 

As nearly as can he determined, Belton’s first ‘opera 
liouse” was upstairs in the building now at 423 Main, It 
seems the programs tended toward drama rather than opera, 
Traveling troupes presented plays which have taken their 
place in this country’s history, among them: ‘East Lynne,” 
‘‘Unele Tom's Cabin,’ and ‘Ten Nights in a Bar Room,?’ 

Lingering in the memory of a few present-day residents 
are enjoyable evenings spent at another upstairs theater over 
$16 Main, Presentations included light-hearted minstrel shows, 
plays, and piano recitals, 

About 1903 silent movie theaters were emerging across 
the country, According to Mrs, Kathleen Barnes, about 1907 
Lex Roberts operated a silent movie in the building at about 
323 Main, next to the present Citizen’s Bank. Cecil Wyatt 
Bundy, now living in Kansas City, is said to have provided 
a plano gackground music. Often music blared from the 
horn of a sraphophone to add to the excitement of the amorous 
lovers. and villans of the ‘‘flicks.’’ Mrs. Frank Mosby recalls 
being one of only three females in the audience one evening 
when she was about eight years old. 


Sometime before the summer of 1911, Clem Mahan 
joined Roberts and the Jocation of the movie house was 
moved to 403 Main St. (Now part of Dryden's Drug Store) 
easoline engine thal powered the 


Jim Campbell ran the 
projector, 
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Willard Huggins and Dutch Taylor parked outside 
the ‘‘movie theater" in the summer of 19117. 


The meeting rovm of Belton’s City Hall was the setting 
for more silent films when Orvil Gouchnauer operated a 
movie theater there about 1913. Admission was five cents to 
see such greats as ‘The Birth of a Nation” or ‘*The Thief 
of Bagdad.” 

Background music was provided by Mary Holloway Berry 
and Nannie Campbell at the piano and Clarence Reynolds with 
his drums. At times during the intermission while reels were 
changed, Katherine Boren entertained with vocal selections, 

In 1916 as returns of the Woodrow Wilson election came 
in, the news was rushed from the railroad telegraph office to 
the theater and flashed on the sereen. 


In later years sound films, with added attractions of local 
talent shows and free dishes, drew wall-to-wall crowds. 
“Not-tog-old-timers” recall a warm summer evening when a 
couple of bays slipped a skunk into the theater and managed to 
place it in front of the electric fan. Needless to say, the movie 
ended early that night! 

Other proprietors through the years included Ben Hill and 
Vernon Goucher, 

In 1937 the ‘*movie house’? moved out of city hall to give 
room to the Grace Company, a new industry in town, 

Soon afterward the ‘‘Dixie Theater’’ opened on the narth- 
west corner of Walnut and Main, It was owned first by Vernon 
Goucher and later by Whit Mustion. For the first time Belton 
had an entire building for its theater. 


% 





Joe Bill Looney, who worked at the Dixie Theater 
Summers during high school, came back to visit 
while he was in service. 


Following a fire which destroyed much of the interior, 
Mustion remodeled, providing a slanted Moor and closely- 
spaced seats, As fhe story goes, rows were so close torether 
that even people of average height found they must place a 
knee on either side of the curved back of the seat in front in 
order to gain a semblance of comfort. To the lad lucky enough 
fo grab an aisle seat fell the responsibility of ‘popcorn 
purchasing agent.’? Nickels were passed along the row; he 
would make a trip to the machine in the lobby; then crackling 
sacks were carefully handed back along the raw, 

Several high school boys earned spending money and, at 
the same time, became experienced projectionists. For some, 
this experience resulted in having the coveted assignment 
of movie projectionist in overseas army camp theaters during 
their years in the service. 

When television arrived in the early fifties, business fell 
off, and the Dixie closed. Periodically movies were shown by 
civic sroups in various store buildings, in the school gymnas- 
ium, or in the park at the city hall, By this time, however, 
television was hypnotizing homes, and few people felt the need 
for other entertainment. 

in the summer of 1971 Ray Beeman opened today’s *' Mini- 
theater” upstairs at 423 Main, with its entrance on Ella. 

It is interesting to note that this is in exactly the same 
location as Belton’s first ‘‘opera house” nearly a hundred 


years ago. 
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Belton’s First Bus 


By Kay McCariney 





Roy C. Zumwalt who came to Belton from a farm near 
Lee*’s Summit on March 1, 1917, started Belton’s first bus 
service two days later. The route was from Belton to Grand- 
view to Kansas City and return, The bus was a GMC bus with 
side seats for about 15 passengers. Two round trips a day 
were made, leaving Belton at 7:45 a.m, and 1 p,m,, and re~ 
turning at 11:30 a,m, and 6:30 p.m. 

You could board the bus at the corner of Walnut and Main 
(where Citizens Bank is now) and the bus loaded and unloaded 
in Kansas City at 11th and McGee. Stops were made between 
towns for the convenience of passengers and packages were 
carried as an extra service at reasonable rates. 

The Belton to Kansas City rate was 60 cents; Grandview 
to Kansas City, 50 cents; Belton to Grandview, 25 cents and 
Dodson to Kansas City, 25 cents. 

Saturday and Sunday evenings, a special trip was made, 
leaving Belton at 6:30 p.m. and returning at 11 p.m. Fare was 
75 cents, 

In order to maintain the franchise, Zumwalt was required 
to make one round trip a day to Harrisonville. 

Zumwalt’s widow, Minnie, 202 Ella St., recalls one Sunday 
in the early 1920’s when the bus got stuck in a bad snow storm 
between Belton and Grandview. The men on the bus all got 
out and helped dig the bus out. When they arrived in Grand- 
view, Mr. Dyer of the Dyerand Lacy Dry Goods Store opened his 
store and got dry underwear for all the men so they would not 
get pneumonia, 

Roy Zumwalt died in 1925 and Mrs. Zumwalt with three 
small children was unable to continue the service. The line 
was sold to Charles and Claude Brown, both natives of Belton. 
Charles had been a driver for Zumwalt. 

The Browns made their headquarters in Harrisonville, 
expanded the line and operated under the name of Crown 
Coach, The headquarters were moved to Joplin in 1932 where 
the brothers operated the line until 1968 when both brothers 
died. 
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: Belton--Grandview--Kans. City 
Miotor Bus Line 


LEAVES DAILY 


RELTON, at. veers jowesey SOG-A, I. and too pr, mM, 
GRANDVIEW, “at tay —.. $308. m and 1:39 p.m 
Arrive at rithand McGee at.......W, ..g:j0 a.m, and 2:30 p.m. 


LEAVES DAILY—lIth and McGee Sts. 


KANSAS CITY............. 3 «10500 &, tm, aud 5\oo p, m, 
GRANDVIEW... T1100 a. ta. and 6:00 p. tr. 
Arrive at BeltOth heen . » d7g0 a, m, and 6;30 p,m. 


ONE-WAY FARE FROM 


Belton to Kansas City,,....ccccccsesserre oven Sud Cl Ls 
Grandview to Kansas City. ..65 cents 


Belton to Grandview... occ ccceceesee cee cane 25 cents 
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R. C. ZUMWALT 
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Advertisement from 1919 newspaper 


+ 50 << 


The Daltons of Belton 


By Dorothy Lane 
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Picture taken outside the Dalton home, believed to be members of the Dalton family. 


‘*No Man’s Land’? —the name given tathe area affected by 
Order No, 11 by those who struggled here. This land was located 
along the western border of Missouriwithin whatis referred ta 
in history as the Middle Border. 

The violence of the Civil War contributed to an already 
unorganized and virtually nothingless law of the new frontier 
to produce a breed of menthatlivedby the gun among the quick 
and the dead. These men were not only outlaws, but symbols 
of a period in our history, 

The list includes Charles Quantrill, guerrilla fighter 
during the war, known as the “‘bloodiest man in American 
history”. Two of the men that rode with him were Frank and 
Jesse James, born in Clay County, spending their childhood 
summers at the Younger home south of Lee’s Summit. Later 
the James' companions in crime were Jim, Bob and Cole 
Younger, Ed Kelly, the man that killed Bob Ford, Jesse James’ 
assassin and cousin, was from Harrisonville. 

In this day of women’s liberation, maybe we should mention 
the notorious outlaw Belle Starr, who was born in Carthage, 
Mo., Feb. 5, 1848. It is believed Calamity Jane was born in 
Princeton, Mo. about the same date. Now, there’s a couple of 
real swingers for you. 

The closest to Belton were the Dalton brothers, several of 
whom were born on a farm southwest of Belton, The farm has 
been the home of Mable and Leo (Dick) Aldridge for the past 
30 years. 

James Louis Dalton, a big easy going ex-Kentuckian, ar- 
rived in this area with his family inthe fall of 1866, According 
to land transfer records, he purchased 200 acres of land in 
Section 20 of Mt. Pleasant Township between August and October 
of that year. The purchase included: 80 acres from John 
Ferrell and wife Mary A. for $1,000; 40 acres from Robert 
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Ferrell for $400; 40 acres from Ambrose Flemming for $300, 
and 40 acres from Thomas Parker for $300. 

Small but strong willed Adeline Younger Dalton and her 
husband were married in 1851 and became the parents of 15 
children, ten boys and three girls and two girls who died in 
infancy. The outlaws were of the younger Dalton children with 
Grattan being two years old when they moved to Cass County 
from Westport, Bill (William Marion) was born the year they 
arrived here, Robert in 1869, and Emmett in 1871. In later 
years Emmett recalled the rambling farmhouse in Cass County 
where they lived. 

The Dalton home was not made of logs as were the neigh- 
boring homes. Even though James Dalton has been described 
in history as a saloon-keeper and horse trader turned farmer 
and later a circus barker, there is evidence he was a skilled 
carpenter. 

According to Glenn Harrison as related by his grandfather, 
William Downing, Dalton received the contract in 1969 for the 
construction of the school house for Mt. Pleasant School Dist- 
rict No, 2 which waserected inSectionNo. 28. The framing was 
of native lumber taken from a saw mill on Mill Creek, and 
the rafters were made from hickory poles about three inches 
at the gable end to about four inches at the butt end, When the 
school house was torn down in later years, a mitering fob of 
unusual skill was revealed on the pole rafters, 

Adeline Dalton was a stern critic of her sons’ morals 
and the line drawn by her was straight and narrow. She would 
often gather her brood around the piano to sing religious 
hymns. Years later, whenthey visited the home the night before 
they held up the Coffeyville banks, no wonder Bob, Grat and 


Emmett could not face her, but watched her through the lighted 
window. 


Glenn |farrison also recalls his anele was a school mate 
of ene ol the bovs and spent the nicht in their home on sever] 
oceasions, Harrisan'sunels related: After the morning chores 
were finished and the breakfast meal served, Mr, Sulton 
would seat timsel? at the head of the table and read a few ver} 
ses from the Aible. Then rising, sliding his chair back from 
the table he would knee], plave lis bead in his hands and proceed 
to give thanks and ask foryivyeness from Him who governs atid 
guides cur lives through destiny,” 

Desiinv was to desl a true) blow to the palton family, 

A financial crisis swept the country in the early 1870's 
and Jamas Delton was forced ta mortvare hit farm alone with 
mauy olher landowners. Further tragedy beset the farmers in 
1874 when vlouds of erasshoppers darkened the sky devouring 
all crops as they came, The drought of the lafe 1870's further 
depleted the economy of the area and incartle country put maby 
cowboys fo shift on the outlaw trail. 

The Dalton family moved with homesteaders to Oklahoma 
in 1882 just below the Kansas border near Coffeyville, Kans., 
which became the home town of the Dalton brothers. 

Prank talton later became a depiity marshal for'' Hanging 
Judge Parker" meeting his death in 1887 in a un fight with 
whiskey runners, Grat took }rank's job, and Bob and Emmett 
were also posse men before they turnedtothe other side of the 
law. Bob and Grat were killed in the Coffeyville bank hold-up 
Oct, §, 1892. Emett was wounded and sent to prison. Bill, the 
fourth brother, met & violent death in Oklahoma as a wanted 
outlaw, 

Ermimett, paroled in 1907, became a crusader against 
erime and wrote a book, ‘When The Dallon’s Rade?* prepared 
in collaboration with Jack Juneemeyer, a California newspaper 
man. The book was published about 1931 and Fimmett made a 
trip to publicize the hook, In¢gluded were stops at Coffeyville 
and Helton. 

While in Selton, he reminisced about his youth just outside 
Belton. “Ive always wanled to come back to Belton,” he said. 
'*] ised to come to town with anote Mather sent for groceries. 
1 was just so high', he said, raising his hand above the level 
of the desk, T would hand the note oyer for the grocer to read, 
There was an ald drum stone in the gracery sture, men used 
to sit around Ue stove and spit tobacco juice aver the stove. 
Oh, [remember it so well." 

His wife had accompanied him to Beltonandhe said of her, 
"She made a citizen out of me." She was his boyhood sweet- 
heart and waited while he served 14 years in the Kansas peni- 
tentiary. 

Mrs. Dalton said, ‘‘fmmett loves to help people who 
suffer." Onee he used a slang word arid she apologized for 
him, 

He looked at her and said, ‘*They cuss in Missouri. I 
know Missoari. [ want to help all people who are in trouble, 
The grave or the penitentiary awaits the outlaw.” 

Jesse James was killed in 1882 and Cole Younger was in 
prison before the Dalton brothers took up the life of outlaws 
which lasted only 18 months. 

(According to ‘Outlaws on Horseback” by Drago, the 
Daltons andthe Youngers were second cousins. Adeline Younger, 
mother of the Daltons, was the daughter of Charles F. Younger, 
brother of Henry Washington Younger who was the father of 
Cole and his brothers. James D, Horan in his book “ Pictorial 
History of the Wild West" states that they were first cousins 
with Charles Younger being the father of Cole Younger and 
his brothers. Records show that Charles Younger openeda liv- 
ery stable in Harrisonville in 1861 and prospered.) 

Despite the fact Adeline Dalton discouraged her sous 
from visiting with the Youngers, the James and Youngers were 
reportedly in this area numerous times and were known by the 
people here. 

According to Tom McKinley, bis mother and father related 
Many intidents concerning them, The fact the McKinleys lived 
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in Kansas may nave coutributed to the happenings even though 
they lived within one-half mile af the state line. Tom's father, 
John Henry MeKinley, had a pair of moles for which he bad 
refused g thousand dollarsingold, On three oceasions when Mo- 
Kinley had made the trip to Westport for supplies taking him 
away thr the night, Jesse and hisboys came to steal the mules, 
Nach time, Mrs, McKinley, described by her children asa 
fearless woman, would ¢o to the barn, holding a lamp above 
her head to ses what was causing the commotion, Three times 
she caught the men In the act and persuaded them to return the 
animals to the stalls, The last time Jesse reportedly said, 
"Don't worry Mrs. McKinley, we*ll not be back for these mules 
again’. Perhaps Jesse thought of his own mother who believed 
her boys could do no wrong, but whatever the reason he kept 
his word, 

Chances are he just didn’t get around to coming back 
with Nis train robberies making national news in the lete 
1870's. After all, why should a bonafide train robber stoop to 
mule stealin"! 

The outlaw issue became a political football with the divided 
factions of the state. With each new robbery the pro-confeder- 
ates would say the boys were driven to it, The ex-Union men 
would denounce the acts and recommend the gallows. The ery 
went out that the Jamas-Younger reign of terror was halting 
immigration into the Middle Border, and millions of dollars 
were being shut off by industries, 

In the beginning it was homesteader against Indian. The 
Civil War pitted southerner against northerner, bushwhackers 
against redlegs, resulling in neighbor against neighbor, brother 
against brother, There were many good men and women who 
toiled here with dignity, but the violence of the time produced 
its product among the weak, 

At last the ouflaw was pitted against the marshal. 

Law and order were taking over in 1892 when the towus- 
pecple of Coffeyville, Kansas manned guns to defendtheir hanks 
against the Dalton ging, — the sons of ‘*No Man’s Land.’ 


Emmet Dalton, Outlaw of 
Early 90’s Visits Belton. 


“J 





Only Surviver of The Dalton Broth- 
ers, Notorious Outlaws of 90's 
Visits Belton, Home of His 
Early Child-hood, 





CHURCHES 
BELTON CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


The original Christian Church 


building on the cor- 
ner of Main and Cherry Streets. 


One hundred five years ago, because of the long distances 
to travel in horse-drawn vehicles over dirt roads in all kinds 
of weather, people from the Belton area decided to break away 
from the jilckman’s Mill Christian Church and to form what is 
now known as the Belion Christian Church, 

The group was organized in May, 1867, at the home of 
John G. Tolloway, who lived four miles northwest of Belton, 
Neighbors who became charter members at that time were 
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Holloway, Isaac Holloway, Delia Hol- 
loway, Jacob Keeney, John T. Keeney, Cynthia McSpadden, 
Nancy Elizabeth Keeney, Elvira Campbell (cousin of one of the 
founders of the Disciples of Christ Church in the United 
States), and Jane Young, They were joined by the following 
people who had also attended the Hickman Mills Church: 
Joseph Gilmore, Marcellus Gilham, Tom Todd, J, ¥, Robin- 
son, Jim Parrish, P, 1 Wallingford, and Flem Oldham. 
Many of this first congregation have descendants living today 
in Belton, 

For three years, this group mat for worship in homes and 
in the High Blue School, west of the present city of Belton. 
In 1870 a frame church home for their growing membership 
was completed across the road on the southwest corner of the 
High Blue intersection (now Prospect and 58 Highway). 

The building was moved to the southwest corner of 
Main and Cherry in the growing town of Belton in 1878, 

The original frame building was used for 17 more years, 
when it was moved to the farm where Lacy Estates later 
developed, At the same location as the original, a new build- 
ing was completed in 1895 during the pastorate of Rey. O. P. 
Shrout. Elegant stained glass windows had been ordered 
from England by the architect for a chureh he was construct- 
ing in Kansas City. When they came, they did not fit, so they 
were offered to the Belton Church at a greatly reduced price, 
The brick church was then built to fit the windows. 

In 19594 a five-acre tract of landat Airway Lane and West~ 
over Road was offered by Mr. and Mrs. W. H, Hargis asa 
building site for a much-needed larger chureh home. The 
educational unit was completed in the spring of 1963; the 
sanctuary section, in the spring of 1972, 

A yery strict discipline governed the conduct of all 
during the early days. Dancing, swearing, card playing, and 





wine bibbing were strictly forbidden, subject ta expulsion 
from the church. Strange as it may Seem, there were Stren- 
uous objections to the use of an organ for church services, 
but about 1894 an organ was purchased, Sadie Nowning (mother 
of Glenn and W. D, Harrisou) was among the first organists. 
Effie Moore Wales, who began at the age of 16, was organist 
from 1895 until 1994. Another organist of lone duration was 
Martha Jane O*’Dell Fleetwood, whe played for 13 years, 
Present-day ones are Virginia Goucher, Joy Offutt and Ann 
Pippin, 

J. M. Campbell organized the first Sunday School, Waller 
Pettus holds the record, established many years ago, of 23 
years as Sunday School Superintendent. Louls Wilckens has 
served in this capacity for 15 classes during the past year. 

For many of the early years Virgil Kerr directed the 
choir, Today the adult Altar Choir is directed by Deloris 
Person, wife of the present minister. Under the direction of 
Virginia Goucher is the Chapel Choir, while Bertie Dean 
directs the youngest, the Chancel Choir. 

About 1890 the women’s work was organized as the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union. Soon after 1895 it be- 
came the Christian Women’s Board of Missions. The Christ- 
ian Women’s Fellowship, organized in 1951, with Mrs. Ray 
Sims as president, is today divided into four groups. 

Originally organized as the Christian Endeavor in the early 
1900's, the youth group name was changed in 193y to 
Christian Youth Fellowship. A younger group is known as the 
Chi Rho, Greek letters for the first two letters of * Christ,” 

Formed during the past year through the efforts of Mrs. 
Person, an ecumenical singing group of youny adults, called 
‘The Celebration,’? is becoming well known for bringing 
religious music ‘twith a modern beat’? to the surrounding 
area, 

Five young men of the congregation have entered into 
Christian service as ministers. They are Fred Campbell, 
Harry B. Spear, Frank Herr, Herbert Prince, and Herbert 
Gebert. 

Thirty-four ministers have served the congregation. The 
longest pastorates among early ones are those of Rev. Romans 
Smith (1922-28) and Rey. Tom Parrish (1928-34), Several 
old timers can recall the Easter Sunday that Rev. Smith had 
122 men in his Sunday School class. 





Miss Frances Keeney (left) breaks ground for the 
new church building at Airway Lane. At right, the 
present minister, Rev. Richard L. Person. 


Called to the pastorate in September 1961, Rev. Richard 
L. Person, the present minister, had led the congregation 
through recent years of growth. In April, 1966, the family 
moved from the first parsonage, in use since 1918 at 222 
Second Street, to a newly erected parsonage on Airway Lane 
next to the new church home, 

During May 1967, the congregation enjoyed a weex- 
long celebration of its founding a 100 years earlier, From a 
small group af ten, the membership has grown to the present 
figure of 550, 








Original Methodist Episcopal South Church on the 
corner of Second and Hackberry, about 1897. 


Qver a century ago, in 1871, a small group of worshipers 
banded together to establish a Methodist Church in the new 
Missouri community of Belton, which had heen laid out asa 
town the year before, The six charter members of this group 
wéreé John Thompson Perry, Nancy Kelly, Fredonia Mastin, 
Belle Ashbaugh, T. R, Kennedy and E, H, Walton. At first, 
worship services were held in a storeroom; and Sunday 
School classes, in the railroad depot. 

After four years of growth, hard work, and devotion, they 
were able to erect a church building. This church, known as 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South, was a one-room struc~ 
ture, with a vestibule, If was located at Second and Hackberry, 
the site of the present church building. 

Twenty-three years later, the church was enlargedandre- 
modeled, The building then remained essentially the same until 
1954 when additional facilities were needed. 

Tn May, 1956 open house for a new educational building 
was held, The first service was held in the newly completed 
adjoining sanctuary on Christmas Eve, 1960. ; 

The original parsonage was destroyed by fire sometime 
between 1910 and 1914. A new one was built to the west of the 
church and for more than 50 years this parsonage served the 
ministers and their families. A new parsonage was built at 
317 Hawthorne Drive in 1967. The space formerly occupied 
by the old parsonage now provides parking lot facilities for 
the church. 

From its small beginnings in the railroad depot, the 
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Present church parsonage 


BELTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


Chureh School has grown to include nineteen classes, from 
nursery through adult groups. Tha oldest class for adults, 
the I.A,H. class with Mrs. Frank Hundley as president, or- 
ganized in 1910, The Keystone Class was organized in 1930, 
with Rev. U. V. Wyatt (father of Paul Wyatt) as teacher, and 
Chester Meador as president, The Crusader Class was or- 
ganized in 1946 with Harry McMahon as president and Mrs. 
rrank Mosby as teacher. The same year the Friendship 
Class was started with Verne Herrick as president and Mil- 
ton Stark as teacher, 

The youth of the church were organized during the early 
years, being chartered in 1895 as the Epworth League. The 
mame was changed ta the Methodist Youth Fellowship in 
1940 and in 1968, the group became the United Methodist 
Youth Fellowship, with the merger of the Methodist Church 
and the Evangelical United Brethren Church, to form the 
present United Methodist Church. 

From the beginning, women’s groups have been active, 
The early Foreign Missionary Society and Home Missionary 
Society were combined and reorganized in 1940 at the time of 
the unification of the Methodist Church, with Mrs. Harry 
Lawrence as president, This group, now the Women's Society 
of Christian Service, is subdivided into three smaller groups, 
the Ruth, Esther, and Miriam circles, 

The Wesleyan Service Guild, organized in 1941, with 
Miss Ethel Seba as president, was originally planned for the 
convenience of employed women, 

The Methodist Men’s Brotherhood, organized in 1949 
and chartered in 1951, was active for several years, but is 
currently inactive, 

Music has been an important part in the church life, 
Four choirs, from pre-school age through adults, serve the 
worship services, Choir directors include Nancy Terhune, 
Joyce McCann, Nancy Warner, and Betty Herrick. In 1971 
a new electronic organ was installed in the sanctuary. 

For the first few years the church had no regular min- 





Preseni church building 


ister, but in 1876, the year after the first sanctuary was built, 
Rev. R, T, Holloway came as minister, During the years 
since then, 25 ministers have served this church, The long- 
est pastorates were those of J, C, Given (1884-92) and W, H. 
Winton (1925-33). In 1970 Glen F. Wiggs, presently serving, 
came to head the congregation. 
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Original church building at 202 Main St., about 1914 


The First Baptist Church of Belton was organized nn 
April 28, 1872, in the Swampy school house southeast of 
Belton, 

In 1877 a church building was built at 292 Main, the 
congregation having worshiped during the first five years in 
the Presbyterian Church. Additions were made to this build- 
ing in 1911, 1948, 1959, and 1961 as membership grew. 
An 1l-acre plot on which to build the present church was 
purchased at the corner of South Cedar and Cambridge roads 
in 1964, The move to the new chureh was made in the midst 
ofa snow storm in January 1970, 

During these hundred years, 27 ministers have led the 
congregation, J, W. Sage (1877-83), E. H, Foster (1867-94), 
and Dr, William Gwatkin (1931-37) had served the longest 
pastorates until Dr, and Mrs, Monte Peterson came in No- 
vember, 1948. Since that time the membership has grown from 
202 to the present 1024, 

The chureh bell, a familiar sound in Belton since 1887, 
was presented by N, E, Harrelson and is being preserved so 
that it may he installed in the new belltower at the church 
on South Cedar in the near future. Inthe same year a new organ 
was installed in the original church. 

During Rev. T, C, Brammer’s first pastorate with the 
church from 1916 ta 1921, the women of the church organized 
The Golden Rule Circle, which was active for many years in 
promoting the work of the church and Sunday School, Also, at 
this time a very fine grand piano was purchased. It is still 
used as part of the furnishings of the new church building. 

In 1921 a bungalow was purchased as a parsonage. In the 
fall of 1961 a new parsonage in the Hargis Gardens area was 
completed and the pastor’s family moved to their new home, 
The following year a residence at 121 Westside Drive was 
purchased to be used as a home for the Music and Educational 
Director. 

A strong BYPU was organized under the leadership of Dr. 
and Mrs. Robert Russell (1927-31). 

The congregation has been active in fostering three new 
missions. With its help, in 1953 New Hope (south of Belton), 
in 1957 Belvidere Heights to the north, and in 1968 Westside 
Mission to the west became organized churches, 


Four young men of this church have entered the mivistry. 
They are Gary Appleton, James Smith, bavid Logan, and Rob- 
ert Bullock. 

Many members of the church have vivyen unselfishly of 
their time and talents in service to the copyreration now 
nutiberins approximately 600, 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


In the fall of 1952 a kindergarten was started with \ivs. 
Ketteman as the first teacher, Others were Mrs. Kelther, 
Mrs, Joyee Rice, and Mrs, Mildred Houston, The publie school 
took over in 1957, continuing in the church huilding for some 
time. 

A new ¢hureh organ was purchased in 1959; a ehureh 
library was established; and a frotherhood eroup was organ- 
iver 

‘*The Chureh Mouse” was a mouathly publieation when it 
began in 1952 with Mrs. Marjori® Lamar and Airs. Jonna 
Wear gs editors. The publication has become 4 weekly one 
and is now edited by the chureh staff. 

Mrs. Bessie Baldwin became the first fill-Hine secretary 
in 1955. She served in this capacity until 1979 ard returned in 
1963 to remain unti) the present time. Others serving as sec- 
retaries were Mrs. Doris Glover, Mrs. Hattie Kirk, and Mrs. 
Lynette Lawlis. 

Mrs. Marie Perkins was the first paid worsery worker. 
Others have served since, and the nursery las become 3 very 
important and necessary part of the church program. 

Several choir leaders and educational directors have de- 
voted their time and talents to !sad the congrecation in its 
service through the years. At the present ime Hodney 
Crites, Music and Educational Divector, leads the atiwlt choir. 
The choir is under the direction of Thomas Bennett. 

Groups from this church have regular worsliip séryiues 
at the Cass County Jail in Harrisonville, at the Shearer Rest 
Uome, west of Belton, and atthe Joyenile Tome i Kaisas City, 

A supply of used elothing is always on. hand, and the 
'Clothes Basket?’ fs always available to any who are in 
need, 

The Child Welfare has been held for a number of years 
in the church building with members assisting. 

Since 1957 seven men have been ordained to preach, 
They are W. L. Tucker, Rainford §. Davis, Archie Cooley, 
Harold Black, Carl Hudgins, Ralph Maddox, and Honnie 
Owens. Licenses have been granted to several others. 





Rev. Monte Peterson at dedication of new building 
at Highway 'Y' and Cambridge Road. 
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Present building, First Baptist Church 





ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH 


The Assembly of God Chureh in Belton, Mo., began in 
1904 because of the efforts of two men — Rev, George Swear- 
ingi) and Walt Cornell, They rented a small store building 
on Main Street and held services there for some twa years. 
As the chureh began to grow, the need for a larger building 
grew, In 1956 property was purchased at 202 Cherry anda 
sinall building was erected. During this time Pastor Swear- 
ingin also held services in the surrounding community. 
The chureh had two more pastors for short periods of time, 
until 1948 when Ray Thomas assumed the duties of pastor. 

Under his pastorate, the church saw an almost phenom- 
enal growth from 29 to more than 200 in Sunday School every 
week. Again needing a larger building, in 1962 the present 
building was erected on the corner of “BR” and Cherry 


Streets. Pastor Thomas led the congregation for some 11 
years before moving in 1969 to Yuma, Ariz,, where he is 
serving at this time, 

Under the leadership of Pastor Bill Pope joy, who followed, 
the chureh has experienced an enlarged outreach in the 
printed work. Their weekly bulletin ‘‘HAPPENINGS” goes 
to some 450 people around the United States and their monthly 
publication “TESTIMONY” has aver 1,000 names on the 
mailing list. “TESTIMONY” consists of the sermons preached 
each month by Pastor Popejoy over KCCV Saturdays at 
12:30. Also in print are a number of gospel tracts written 
and printed by the Pastor, 

Pastor Popejoy’s first book of sermons entitled "TIMES 
OF REFRESHING” was published in 1971. 


BELTON BIBLE CHURCH 


The Belton Bible Church began as a Bible class taught 
by the associate Pastor of the Blue Ridge Bible Church, of 
Kansas City, Mo., David A. Hazen in March, 1963. 

The church was officially organized on May 29, 1964, 
at the Raphael still residence, 522 Second Street, Belton, 
and the first formal meetings of the Belton Bible Church 
were held on Sunday June 7, 1964. The meetings consisted 
of Sunday School, Sunday Service, Sunday Evening Service 
and Thursday evening Bible Study. These meetings were 
held in the rented quarters of the Scott Junior High School 
building, Pastor David A. Hazen preached and continued to 
lead the church during the fall of 1964 and into the spring 
af 1965, 

During the spring of 1965, Robert E. Porter donated the 
land at 209 Lynn Street to the church and Rev. D, Maynard 
Bowen was called ta Pastor the church in May, 1965, The 
church moved its meeting place from the Scott Junior High 
building to 107 Georgia Lane in June, 1965, There they met 
in the basement until the new building was completed, The 
move into the Lynn Street basement was made on Sept. 19, 
1965. 

It was decided to put a top on the basement on Lynn Street 
in January 1966. Construction began in early spring of 1966, 
re the first service in the upstairs auditorium was held Sept. 

4, 1966, 


Since Robert Porter and his family were transferred in 
1965, their property was rented for additional space by the 
church, It was voted to vacate the Porter property so they could 
sell it in February 1967, but in Marcha five year lease was 
given on the Porter house and it was purchased by the church 
July 1, 1971, 

Two important things happened in the life of the church 
in 1968 First, the church took support for the Jess Tanis 
family for four months of Missionary Internship in British 
Columbia, Canada, and then on Dee. 8, the first young man 
from the congregation was ordained to the Gospel ministry, 
Larry Pilkington. 

The most important events in 1969 were the establish- 
ment of a construction fund for the purchase of property and 
a new church building, and the ordination of Jess Tanis, Mis- 
sionary appointee to British Columbia, Canada, who in 1970 
traveled North and West to take Missionary work amone the 
Indians in British Colombia, Canada, 

Clinton R. Keaton, elder on the chureh board answered 
a call to pastor the Bible Baptist Church of Buhl, Idaho in 
1971. He was ordained to the ministry May 23, 1971 and began 
his pastoral duties the first of June. The Porter house was 
toro down and a basement was dug for additional educational 
space. At the present time, the new basement is almost ready 
for use, 
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CHURCH OF CHAIST 






Above, the present church at 
103 Myron Ave. At left, the 
present minister, Robert E. 
Dessell, his wife, Darlene 
and children, Robby and 
Jeanette. 


The first meeting of the Church of Christ in Belton was 
held in the American Legion Hall on MainStreet Sunday moru- 
ing Tee. 20, 1959. This assembly came about as a result of 
the Grandview church working with a few members living 
in Belton but worshiping at Grandview. The original group 
consisted of 25 members from the familes of Hue Tolbert, 
Bill Howell, Ray Scott, Lewis Clancy, Harry Penrose, Ray 
Boles, John Mellinger and Mrs. Mary Batson, The preaching 
was conducted by Claude Rogers, a minister of the gospel. 
The first evangelistic meeting was conducted with Roster F, 
Moss of Nashville, Tenn. doing the speaking in April L960. 

The second year began with f7 members, John L. Ferpu- 
son from Kansas City was engaged to preach, With his efforts 
and encouragement ground was purchased in August, 1961 and 
a building was completed for worship service May 23, 1962 at 
103 Myron Avenue. The major part of construction being per- 
formed by local members. The mortgage was paid in full 
in Nov. 1970. 

Cleo R, Gilbert from Grandview was secured as the first 
full time paid servant of the church in September 1963. We 
moved his family to this area and worked diligently with the 
church for seven years. 

Robert E. Dessell, fram Raytown, began his ministry 
with the congregation on July 4, 1971. He and his wife Dar- 
lene, and children, Robby and Jeanette have since moved to 
the Belton Community and is the present minister. 

Current activities include Sunday morning Bible Study 
and Worship; Sunday evening Worship; Bible Study Classes 
anda Bible Correspondence Course. 


CHURCH OF THE NAZERENE 


One of the newer congregations in Belton is the Church 
of the Nazarene which was started in December, 1968, 
Through the personal evangelism efforts of Rev. Harry 
Rich, a Nazarene missionary on furlough from Haiti, a 
Sunday School was established. During that time Rev, Rich 
was living in Springdale Lake Estates and the recreation 
hall there was obtained as the site for the Springdale Chapel 
Sunday School. Jt was sponsored by the Kansas City District 
Church of the Nazarene. Under the leadership of Rev. Rich 
and Dr, Wilson Lanpher, Kansas City District Superintend- 
ent, land for a permanent building site was purchased. The 
church property is located south on Y Highway, just inside the 
city limits. 

Three pastors have followed Rev. Rich; Rev. Gerald 
Baker; Rev. Lovis Bustle and the present pastor Rev. Bill 
Childs who assumed his duties in June, 1970. 

The church was organized with 19 charter mémbers on 
Aug. 8, 1971 by Dr. Samuel Young, one of the presiding Gen- 
eral Superintendents in the Church of the Nazarene, At that 
time it officially became the Belton Church of the Nazarene. 

Although the temporary location still remains at the 
recreation hall at Springdale Lake, present plans call for new 
building facilities during the year 1972, 
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LORD OF LOVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


A group of Christian people began holding worship services 
in Cambridge flementary School in October of 1967. Their 
goal was to organize the first Lutheran Church in the Belton — 
Raymore area. Rev. Dennis L. Heath, a young recent graduate 
of Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa, was called to help 
them. They purchased a parsonage for their pastor on Berry 
Street in the Countryside Manor addition of Belton, Lord of 


Love Lutheran Church was the name chosen for the young 
congregation, Land was purchased very reasonably from S. L. 
Bradley along State Highway 58, east of the present site of 
Fleetwood Chevrolet, 

The congregation continued to worship in Cambridge School 
through the winter awaiting the contruction of their new build- 
ing. They worked hard under the guidance of Pastor Heath and 
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by the time their new building was dedicated in April, 1968, 
they mumnbered some 50 fatuilles. 

Pastor Heath resigned in Feb. 1969 to pursue a career 
in social work where he had done graduate work. Lord of Love 
called Rey. Thomas Barthelmeh, Associate Pastor of Spring 


Lake Park Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, Minn., to be their 
new pastor and he was installed April 20, 1969. 

The leadership of the congregation has remained active in 
the oe of Evangelism andthey continue togain in streneth and 
numbers, 


ST. SABINA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 





St. Sabina’s Church at Third and Herschel Streets 


Rey. T. J, Crowell, pastor of the mission churches of 
Cass County, which included Pleasant Hill, Harrisonville and 
Belton celebrated the first Mass In Belton on Sept, 10, 1944, 
It was said ina liquor store on 71 Highway, the only available 
space at the time. After about a year, the location was changed 
to the Belton Publie School auditorium. 

Some 14 families comprised the parish, some are still 
active such as Mr. and Mrs. Herb Catron, Mr. and Mrs, 
Henry Mucke, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Schmedding, Mr. and 
Mrs. Pat Simpson and Mrs, Loretta Gray, 

As more Catholic families moved into the parish, the 
need for 2 church was evident, Bishop Edwin VY. O'Hara selected 
the present site of the church at Third and Herschel Streets in 
Oet. 1946, 

Henry Mucke starter a campaign to raise funds for the 
property, All the parishoners donater and some non-Catholic 
families also aided the campaign. Mucke, his son Wayne, 
Schmeddiosx and Catron brought in the equipment and began 
clearing the site and digging the foundation for the church. 

James Green made a donation for fhe purchase ofa 
church with the understanding that it would be named Sl. 
Sabina’s in memory of his wife, Sabina. 

The present church isan Army chapel which was purchased 
in December, 1947 at Camp Crowder, Mo. It was reconstructed 
alter being moved here and covered with asbestos shingles. 
Seating capacity is 250 persons. 

‘ Bishop O’Hara presided at dedication ceremonies on Aug. 
, 1948. 

Father Crowell was transferred in 1951 and since then 
pastors have been, Rev. Dan Murphy, Rev. William Baskett, Rev. 
Francis J. Daly, Msgr. Robert J. Hogan, Rev. Jolin S, Murphy, 
matte Emmett R. Summers and Rev. William Daly, assaciate- 
pastor, 

Since June, 1965 Rev. Roger F. Miller has served as 
pastor, to some 200 families. 

The first baptism was that of Linda Ann Plunkett, daugliter 
Of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Plunkett on Dec, 16, 1945; the first 
Contirmation took place on April 1, 1946. Members of the class 
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were Vernon Mucke, Jamés Mucke and T, J, Schmedding. The 
first choir director was Mrs. F. L, Hellingsin 1949, members 
were Donna Mucke, Maxine Mucke, Florence Blanton, Patty 
and Ann Hellings. The first Communion elass was on April 29, 
1951. Children receiving Communion for the first time were 
Julius Bax, Philip Blanton, Barbara and Prank Mackendanz 
and James Hellings, 

The first celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage was 
on Aug. 28, 1954 when Patricia Carey was married to Thomas 
Donovan, Jr. 

A Saturday School of Religion was started in September, 
1959, for first grade through high school. Four Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Sion staffed the school. Almost 140 children 
from St. Sabina’s, Coronation parish in Grandview and child- 
ren from Richards-Gebaur AFB were enrolled in the classes 
held in the church hall, 

Herb Catron headed a fund drive in May, 1960 which 
raised enough funds to purchase a home at 504 Lacy Lane 
and 15 acres of ground in Lacy Estates. The old rectory on 
Second Street, which had been purchased in 1951, was sold. 

The parish School of Religion now has 245 students from 
St. Sabina’s parish alone and classes are held in class rooms 





View of the Altar ai St. Sabina’s Church 


rented from the Belton School District. Some 20 adult cate 
chists serve as teachers. Sister Madeline Peplow, D.S.J., 
M.A. bas served the parish as Director of Religious Eduea- 
tion since 1969. 

The property of the parish located in Lacy Estates, in co~- 
operation with the Belton Jaycees is presently being used as 
playground for children living in the area. 


A parish council was formed in 1965 with Wayne Mucke, 


how of Sedalia, Mo. as its first president. Present ol(iecrs ape 
Jerome Mosakowski, president; Robert Meudlerson, vice-pres- 
ident; Mrs. Sue Menke, secretary. Mrs. Jackie Cruise, Milton 
Villarreal, Charles Cummings and Mrs. Judy Reed serve as 
committee chairmen for the council. 

Now near the end of 28 yearsin Belton, St. Sabina’s recently 
began a ‘‘committment” drive to assure ineotue for proposed 
expansion plans in the near future, 


BELTON COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 





Original Cumberland Presbyterian Church on the 


corner of Second and Ella Streets. 


According to the old church register the High Blue con- 
gregation ofthe Cumberland Presbyterian Church was originally 
organized on Sept. 26, 1842, and reorganized after the Civil 
War on July 29, 1866. It became the Belton Congregation of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in June 1875 andthe Bel- 
ton Presbyterian Church, USA in 1906, Rarly elders included 
H. D, McSpadden, H, Fitewater, E. F, Ferrel and John Lamar. 


The clerk was C.S, Hockaday. 

In the minutes for Aug. 30, 1917, Rev. E. L. Lett tendered 
his resignation in order that he might go to the U.S, Training 
Camp at Fort Sheridan, 01. The clerk atthat time was Charles 
Casper. The congregation was dissolved and six years later 
the building on Second St. was torn down. Square nails from the 
building can still be found on the lot, 


From that time until 1964, there was no Presbyterian group 
in the city of Belton, On April 5, 1964, a group of 14 people met 
at the home of Mr, and Mrs. Charles Turner, 908 Ridge, to wor- 
ship together as Presbyterians under the leadership ofthe Rev. 





Rey. Virgil P. Moccia 


Virgil P, Moccia, Church School teachers from the Lee’s 
Summit Presbyterian Church, U, 8, gave their time as leaders 
of the children’s and adult classes ofthis small band of people, 
The group grew in number, and in mid-May of that same year 
began metting in the Cambridge Elementary School all-pur- 
pose room each Sunday. 

Worship services were held inthis manner until September 
1965. At that time the building at 122 Main Street, which had 
formerly housed the Christian congregation, becameavailable, 
and was rented bythe Presbyteriangroup until December, 1966, 
when it was purchased from the Christian Church congregation. 

The Presbytery of Kansas City officially organized fhe 
congregation as the Belton Community United Presbyterian 
Chareh, U.S, A. on March 3, 1968, 

At the time of this official organization, Charles Casper, 
of 312 E. 70th St., Kansas City, Mo., the clerk of Session of 
the old Presbyterian congregation in 1917, was still living, and 
was 95 years old. He had joined the church at the age of 12, 
in 1885, 


WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH 


Westside Baptist Chapel was organized late in 1960 asa 
mission of the First Baptist Church of Belton. Rev. and Mrs. 
C. R, Storer and Miss Maudie Ratliff were sent from the Belton 
Chureh to augment the staff of workers from West Belton. Rev. 
Storer was named pastor. 

A home af 17301 Prospect was leased from the late Ed 
Jackson, who donated the first six month’s rent, Initial services 
were held on Jan, 1, 1961 with an attendance of 20 in Sunday 


School and 29 at Worship Services. By the end of the first 
year, a full program was organized and functionine. 
Groundbreaking ceremonies for the present location were 
held May 27, 1962, actual construction began June 18, of that 
year. A flat-roofed concrete block buildinz 38 by 90 feet was 
built. Contributions towards construction were received from 
the Belton Church, Blue River Association, 1000 Club, Mis- 
souri State Baptist Convention and many members of the Mis- 
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sion, The Mission moved from the crowded hase on Prospect 
to its new home on Aug. 1, 1962 before construction was actually 
completed, 

Rev. Storer resigned in July, 1963 and in September 
was followed by Rev. Charles Register who served until Jan- 
wary 1966, 

Rev, David E, Rutherford assumed the duties of pastor in 
March, 1966 and under his leadership three important mile- 
stones in the church’s history were passed. A gabled roof, 
front portico, sidewalks, and a parking lot were added and the 
interior was redecorated under a remodeling program initiated 
in June 1966. Most of the labor was donated by the men of the 
church, 

The chureh was constituted as a church with 122 active 
inembers on Jan, 7, 1968. Rev, Monte Peterson officiated at 
the ceremony and Rev, Storer delivered the message, Arthur 
Dean Smith was named the first deacon and the church applied 
for and was accepted for membership inthe Blue River Baptist 
Assn, and cooperates with the Missouri and Southern Baptist 


PICTURE AT 


The [AH (fam His) Class was or- 
vanized in 1910 by Mrs. J. W, 
Carnagzey, mother of Dale Car- 
nepie. It was the first Sunday 
School class to receive a char- 
ter in Belton, Charter members 
were Mrs. Frank Hunflev, its 
first president; Fannie Hawthorne, 
Vae Arnold, Vernie Boren, Kath- 
erine Parr, Pearl and Lillian Zum- 
walt and Grace and Susan Wilson, 
In this picture, Mrs, Carnagey ts 
Standing aft the extreme right, 
Third, fourth and fifth from right 
on fhe top sow are Edna Bullock, 
Mrs. Gene Jones,(mather of for- 
mer mayor, Bob Jones) and Mrs. 
Jann Jones (mother of Mrs. Ted 
Beechly). Second, third and fourth 
from right after Mrs. Carnazey on 
the bottom roware Mrs, W, B. Hug- 
ings, Mrs, Howard Hugeins and 


conventions. 

Groundbreaking for a new 400-seat sanctuary was held 
in July, 1968. 

Upon his graduation from the University of Missouriat Kan- 
Sas Cily, Rev, Rutherford concluded his ministry in June, 1969. 

Rev, Norman Bergmann, a student at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, served as pastor until his graduation, 
June, 1970. At that time, Rev. Arthur Dean Smith, Jr., son of 
the church's first deacon ‘became interim pastor. 

On July 12, 1970 dedication services for the new sanctuary 
were held, With the exception of the concrete work, all labor in 
the construction of the sanctuary was donated by members of 
the church, including the teenagers of the church spreading 40 
tons of gravel for the basement. 

Since September 1970, Rev. Henry F. Grogan has been 
pastor of the church which now has 231 active members, He 
and his wife live in the temporary parsonage, a remodeled 
portion of the original building, Bus service is provided in the 
neighborhood for all services, 


- CHURCHES 





Mrs. John Jackson, (mother of J, Weldon Jackson). The class motto is ‘*if every member 
were just like me, what kind of a class would this class be?” The picture was taken in 1914, 





Stil] an active part of the Methodist Church today, present members include some of the original members, 
Pictured left to right are Mrs. Maizie McKee, Mrs. Laura Huggins, Mary E, Cunningham, Clea Crow, Della 
McDowell, Minnie J, Zumwalt, Geneva Herrick, president (mother of Mrs, J. Weldon Jackson); Mary Hundley, 
Edna Bullock and Antoni F ore. 


- 61 - 





This was the Baptist Missionary Society around 1907-09, nolds, Mrs. Harrelson, Mrs. Martin, Mrs. William Ek, 


Shown with their pastor, Rev. George C. Munroe, are Yost, Mrs. Mary Bales Roberts, Mrs. Mileta H, Scott, 
(1 to r) Mrs. Lillian Hargis Givens, Mrs. J. W. Harrel- Mrs. T, T. Garnett, Mrs. J, M. Shouse, Mrs. Josie Pow- 

. ell, Miss Maggie Miller, Mrs. Eugenia Snider, Miss 
son, Mrs. Maude Yost Hawthorne, Miss Anna Garnett, Edmonia Garnett, Mrs, Nell Shouse Rosier, Mrs. &. W. 
Mrs. Yocum, Mrs. George C. Monroe, Mrs. Brady Har- Miller, Rev. Monroe, Mrs. J. W, Dawley, and Mrs. J. S. 
ris, Mcs. Walker, Mrs. Ollie Degen, Mrs. G. W. Rey- West. 
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As part of the Methodist Church Centennial celebration, a pictorial directory with 
pictures of 240 church families was published. Dr. Arnold Prater, present Joplin 
District Superintendent and former minister delivered an address to a crowd of 
500. The centennial committee was composed of Lara Meinershagen, chairman; 
Ethel Seba, Gary Handley, Don Carter, Fred Seba, Weldon Jackson and Pauline 
Mosby. Shown are part of the congregation in their centennial costumes, Pictured 
are Milton Twente, Homer Pratt, Mrs. J. L. Pratt, Mrs. Homer Pratt, Mrs, Milton 
Twente, Mrs, E. C. Weber, Mrs, Ray Young, Mrs. Harry Meador, Mrs. Carl Hen- 
derson, Mrs. Chester Meador, Miss Margie Zumwalt, Miss Laura Meinershagen, 
Mrs. M. &. Lomax and Miss Ethel Seba. 62 


This men’s group at the Christian Church, some 122 of them, posed for a picture an 
Easter Sunday during the 1920s while Rev. Romans Smith was pastor. 
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Th2 old North Methodist Episcopal Church 
which was on the corner of Second and Hack- 
berry diagonally across the street from the 
present Methodist Church. Ithas been rem s3d- 
eled and is the presenthome of Jim Campbell. 


NEWSPAPERS 





Before Belton was six years old, L, D, Connely began 
publication of a four-column, four-page newspaper in 1878, 
It was printed at Lee’s Summit but mailed in Belton. It only 
ran a few months however, and was discontinued. Then in 
1880, John H. Tritt of Ohio established a weekly newspaper, 
named The Belton Mirror. Two year's later he sold the paper 
to C, M. Williams, a young lawyer who came to Belton from 
Harrisonville, who changed the name to the Cass County 
Leader and within a few months sold it to R. J, McNutt. Mc- 
Nutt transferred half interest to W, A, Hail in 1885. Me Nutt 
sold his interest to Dan C. Idol and started another paper in 
Drexel. McNutt returned to Belton in 1893 and began a com- 
petitive newspaper, The Belton Herald, which Idol purchased 
the next year, The Leader suspended publication in the late 
nineties and The Herald became the only newspaper. The plant 
was destroyed by fire in 1904 andfor several months the paper 
was printed in the Democrat office in Harrisonville, Idol sold 
the paper to J. R, Devoy of Seneca, Kans. who pat in a new 
plant, Ownershin was transferred in 1907 to L. B, (Brady) 
Harris and in 191] was resold to Idol, who retained ownership 
until 1923, when it was soldtoL. 0, Reagan who was publishing 
The Belton Star. From then it was The Belton Star-Herald. 

The Star had been founded by C. Whit Williams in early 
1916 but little else is known about it. Newspaper offices have 
been in the 300 block of Main St.; at the back of what is now 
Dryden’s Drug Store at 401 Main; at 418, 425, and 421 Main 
Street. In February, 1972 the plant was moved to 419 Main St. 

Dan C. Idol, who headed the newspaper in the early years 
possessed editorial wit and wisdom. He had an exceptional 
command of the English language and his wedding stories, 
obituaries, reports of the town’s comings and goings and edi- 
torials ran the gamut of emotions. When writing about himself 
or his family, he referred to himself as Col. Starbuck. His 
sons, Roy and Edgar managed the paperat various times during 
Idol’s tenure. 

At the time of his death, the Kansas City Star said, ‘Mr. 
Idol had an exceptional comprehension of day to day affairs, 
an incisively entertaining style of writing, wielded, to put it 
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in an oJjd-fashioned way, with a trenchant pen. Everybody 
in this region knew him personally or by reputation, and 
liked him, or if having possibly differed with him on this 
issue or that ‘ism’, admired him. Now theyshare in a common 
sorrow as fate writes the traditional **30”? indicating the end.” 

During the ten years from 1924 ta 1934, the Star-Herald 
had a succession of owners and editorsandvery little is known 
about any of them. 

Reagan evidently sold toa C. L. Blair who operated it for 
a short time. Gilbert Lewis appears on the masthead in 1927, 
Then V, A, MeGilvray owned it, thena Mr. Brady. McGilvray’s 
name appears again in 1930, Flora LaVanehe MeCullough 
Larrick in 1931; D, D. Scroges in 1932; M, M. Eaton in 1933 
and D, D, Scroggs again in early 1934. 

The March 29, 1934 issue announced that Scroggs had again 
assumed ownership, but due to other committments, he had 
hamed Gearge E. Spear as editor and publisher. Spear had 
been a resident of Belton for aboutfive years and was employed 
as a linotype operator for the Cass County Democrat and The 
Democrat at Lee*’s Summit. Spear and his wife, Florence, 
bought the paper and Spear chalked up the longest tenure 
of any editor, serving until his death in 1960. Mrs. Spear, with 
the help of her son, George, Jr., operatedthe paper three more 
years until 1963. 

In June of that year, J, W, Brown, Jr, owner of the Cass 
County Demoerat-Missourian bought the paper and named 
Joseph J. Maurer as managing editor, The paper changed 
from letterpress to offset printing in November, 1963 going 
from a seven-column metro size to a five-column tabloid. 

A local corporation, The Belton Banner, was formed in 
September, 1965 which purchased the paper from Brown, making 
it once again “home-owned.’? Maurer became corporation 
president and retained his duties as editor. 

A native of Nyack, N, Y., Maurer was employed there 
for 11 years with the daily Nyack Journal-~News as a linotype 





George E. Spear 


operator, columnist and sports writer, His father, Edward J., 
had been an employee of the same paper for 40 years. 

Maurer, who attended Adelphi College, Long Island, N, Y, 
from 1947-1949, moved to Columbia, Mo. in 1960 where he 
entered the University of Missouri, receiving his B, J, 
degree in 1963, 

He is married to the former Dodie LeVee, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence LeVée of Centralia, Mo. The Maurers 
have five children, Michele, a third year music major at 
Northeast Missouri State College, Kirksville; Kathy, Mary Jo, 
Ed and Patti, all presently students in the Belton schools, 

Mrs. Dixie Bartimus joined the staff in 1964 and she and 
her husband, Lt. Col. (Ret.) James L, Bartimus were amonz 
the original stockholders when the Belton Banner corporation 
was formed, She has held the post of associate-editor for the 
past several years, Their daughter, Tad, who wrote a column for 
teen-agers during her hith school divs and was a part-time 
employee, joined Associated Press after her graduation from the 
University of Missouri in 1969. Their son, Jim, who also 
worked part-time at the newspaper, is an Ensign attached 
to the Carrier Midway. 

The newspaper today has a circulation four times the 
1963 figure and has been a leader in supporting and promoting 
the growth of Belton, whose population rose from about 5,000 
in 1960 to over 12,000 in 1970. An editorial in the fall of 1969 
was the start of a volunteer contributory drive to obtain an 
ambulance for Belton, In 18 months the fund had topped 
$10,000 and an ambulance was serving the town in November, 
1970, 

Another ‘‘first?? was the installation of Tele-News inearly 





Dixie Bartimus. associate editor,(left) and Micky 
Maurer visit with Rep. William Randall on one of 
his visits to Belton. 


1970. Twice-daily newscasts are recorded and residents may 
phone in on a 24-hour basis to keep informed daily on news of 
Belton. Averaging about 300 calls per day, by June 1972 
more than a quarter million calls will have been made. 





- 64 = 





BANKING 














During Belton’s first 100 years, five banks have 
served the town. The first one was established by 
Oe j Josiah N. Hargis and his son Benjamin F, on April 
Rellen =e 9, 1874, when Belton was not yet two and one-half 


years old. It was housed originally in the A. I. Smith 
old building, but the bank soon built Belton’s first 
brick building at the corner of Main and Ella Streets, 
It also housed the Masonic Lodge and still is standing 
today. 
ol & Scott and March bought the Hargis Bank in 1884 
1 hart WwW and operated until 1897 when it was sold to the Bank 
(.) atte of Belton which had also organized in 1884, 
The Farmer’s Bank was opened Jan, 24, 1898. 
ees It was shortlived however and was also bought by 
the Bank of Belton in 1899, 
Until 1908 the Bank of Belton was the only bank, 
ok In that year, Citizens Bank of Belton was organized 
<r {renter Mitegels and in the ensuing years Belton has been served by 
av. ™- Sart sty, Vee ys ’ the two banks, 
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Inside of The Hargis Bank, Belton’s first which was started in 1874. 
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Bank of Belton 





During Belton’s Centennial year, the Bank of Belton will 
celebrate its 88th anniversary and will move into its new 
quarters af 204 Main Street. It has become the oldest con- 
tinuously chartered bank in the Greater Kansas City area, 

The Bank of Belton was organized and chartered on Aug, 
11, 1884, and began business on Sept. 10, of that year. The 
organizers and their shares ($100 each) subscribed were: 
Alexander Franklin Blair, 50 shares; J, R, Pope, 50 shares; 
W. H. Bohart, 50 shares; G, W, Powell, 10 shares; Marcellus 
Gilham, 10 shares; A, C, Briant, 10 shares; F. G, Robinson, 
5 shares; J. V, Robinson, 5 shares; J, D. L. Jones, 5 shares 
and Frank Huber, 5 shares. 

At the first meeting of the organizers on July 23, 1884, 
A, F. (Frank) Blair was elected president and the purchase 
of Lots 1 and 2 in Block 47 was authorized for the sum of $850, 
The present building was built for $1,789. A. F, Blair served 
as president until his death, June 11, 1909, 

James Franklin Blair was hired by the bank as a book- 
keeper in 1887 and was appointed cashier in 1895, He served 
in this capacity until his retirement in 1931, R, P, Dunlap 
was cashier in 1892, 

On Jan, 16, 1897, the Board of Directors voted to buy the 
banking business of George W. Scott and Co., paying $2,000 for 
good will and fixtures, Members of the boardat that time were 
4A, F, Blair, J. F, Blair, T. T, Garnett, B, F, Hargis, F, G, 
Robinson, Frank Huber, Marcellus Gilham, W, EB, Yost and 
Tom Berry. 

The board authorized the purchase of the Farmers Bank 
of Belton on June 2, 1899 and undertook to liquidate the ob- 
ligations of said bank. The sum paid was $1,000. 

By action of the board of directors on Sept. 21, 1900, 
a cement sidewalk was ordered and installed around the bank. 

T. T, Garnett was elected president on June 26, 1909 and 
served until Jan, 17, 1914. His grandson, Richard. George is 
presently chairman of the Board of Directors. 

Frank Huber followed as president and served until Jan, 
16, 1926. His granddaughter, Miss Mary Catherine Sams, has 
been serving as co-chairman of the Historical Committee far 
Belton’s Centennial, 

S, E. Jerard was the next president, serving until Feb. 
6, 1932 when R. C, Wilson was named to the position, Wilson 
was the father of Grace Wilson Van Brunt, founder and owner 
of The Grace Co,, Belton; and Lucy Wilson Dunlap, owner of 





the Little Shirt Co,, Belton. Wilson was president until his 
death, Sept. 25, 1942. 

In October of that year, Estell R, O'Dell was named presi- 
dent, and served until Jan, 13, 196] when he was elected 
chairman of the Board of Directors, serving in that capacity 
until his death, March 3, 1963, He was replaced by Maude 
Yost Hawthorne who had been a memberofthe Board of Diree- 
tors since 1922, JackS, Dryden was appointedto fill the vacaney 
on the board. 

J, L, Phillips, who had succeeded J. F. Blair in 1931 as 
cashier, retired Jan. 1, 1955 and D. George Eblen was named 
to the post. Eblen is now executive vice-president anda 
member of the board of directors. 

Miss Ethel A. Seba, who is now cashier, was hired asa 
stenographer in 1929 and is the bank’s longest continuons 
employee, 

John W. Howard, who was employed by the bank in 1962 
and named assistant cashier in 1965, is now a vice-president 
and member of the board of directors. 

From humble beginnings in a prairie town, the bank 
has grown to sizeable proportions with over seven million 
dollars in assets. 





” ail 


The two employees with the longest tenure, Frank 
Blair, Jr. and Ethel A. Seba. 
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Citizens Bank of Belton 
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Citizens Bank of Belton as it satiated in the late 1950s. “Note street light 


at the intersection of Main and Walnut Streets. 


The Citizens Bank of Belton was chartered on June 19, 
1908 by a large group of citizens. Two other private banks had 
operated in the Belton area but were non-existent at this time, 
however the Bank of Belton had been in operation since 1884. 

Twenty thousand dollars in capital stock was raised and 
the bank started operation on the 1st day of July, 1908. On 
the first day of operation $5,715.38 was deposited, and at the 
end of the first year of operation there was on deposit $70,000. 
James M. Shouse was the first president and W. A, Hail was 
the first cashier and managing officer, 

John &. Mullen was president (inactive) and Fred Burkhart 
was cashier and managing officer for many years, Others 
who served as president were Dr. R, M. Miller and Russell S, 
Mullen, 
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J. Weldon Serena: president of Citizens Bank 9) GED d 
An early advertisement (1912) of Citizens Bank of Belton. 


has been active in Belton’s civic life. He was 
named ‘‘Girl Scout Friend Extraordinaire’' in 
1972 for his 25 years of assistance to Girl 
Scouting, 


@| If you do not have an account with this Bank, start one, 
even though it be sniall, 
cess and business welfare. We want to help you to the 


very best of our ability, 
welcome to ask questions freely and consult us as often as 
you wish. f It-will bea pléssare to be us if we can be of 
assistance to ydu. -. im re +-- 7 =; 





Citizens Bank ss 
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J. Weldon Jackson joined the bank in 1953 as assistant 
cashier. In 1961 he was appointed cashier and in 1963 became 
president and chief executive officer, Other officers are FR, C, 
Hartzler, cashier and Fred Buchanan, assistant cashier. 

The Citizens Bank has made a meteoric climb in the 
past several years and assets in their last published state- 
ment as of Dec. 31, 1972 were over nine million. 

{In 1971 the Board of Directors after long and careful study, 
became affiliated with the First Charter Group of Missouri of 
which the First National Bank of Kansas Cityis the Chief bank, 
The present directors are C. J. Fleetwood, chairman of the 
board; J. L, Campbell, vice-chairman; E£. C. Hartzler, secre- 
tary; Arthur G. Gillum, M, E, Lomax, S, L. (Jack) Keen Jr. and 
J. Weldon Jackson, 
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START YOUR OWN ACCOUNT 


We are interested in your suc- 


Come tous foradvice, Youare 


Belton, Mo. 
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BELTON’S 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY 


For many years, Belton’s business district was centered on Main Street. As the town has grown, so has 
the number and variety of businesses. North Scott Street south from County Line Road is lined with bus- 
inesses and Highway 58 and the streets between it and Main Street east of Scott boast a number of going 
concerns. Two shopping centers have been built in the last few years, and the future holds the promise 
of a continuing strong and vital business community. On the succeeding pages are highlighted those bus- 
inesses which have been a part of Belton for twenty years or more. 
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Fay Hardware 
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Reggie Fay (left), and his father, Harry H. in their store 


about 1934, 


In May, 1932, during the depths of the depression, one of 
Belton’s older businesses had its beginning. It was then that 
Harry H, Fay and his son, Reginald M. of Leavenworth, 
Kans,, established the Fay and Son Hardware Company in the 
J. V. Robinson brick building, which had formerly housed the 
Creek Hardware at 404 Main. 

In 1949, the firm expanded to an adjoining J. V. Robin- 
son building, An appliance line, including radios and television 
was added, Having not yet brought TV into their homes, 
crowds gathered on evenings when wrestling or Milton Berle 
were special attractions on this wonderful new invention. 

Dze Evans joined the firm and established a TV and radio 
repair shop in the rear of this building. He later moved to 
another location. 





Wayne and Martie Harris Elnora and Reggie Fay 





Mrs. Wayne (Marguerite) Harris of Belton joined Fay Hard- 
ware in 1955 and has been with them since that time. 


At 8-30 on Sunday night, March 12, 1961, during a severe 
thunderstorm, lightning struck and set the hardware store 
afire, Very few things, including the safe andhardware scales, 
were saved, since the buildings were a total blaze when the 
fire was discovered, Fortunately, 75 pounds of dynamite in 
the rear of the store did not explode, However, there were 
small explosfons of shotgun and rifle shells. No one was 
injured. Fire departments from Richards-Gebaur AFB, Hick- 
man Mills, Grandview, Peculiar, and Harrisonville aided the 
Belton Fire Department in fighting the blaze, Damage esti- 
mated to the contents was $25,000 to $30,000. Lost was a col+ 
lection of irreplaceable old hardware items which were trea- 
sured by the Fays as relics of America’s past. Included was 
a venerable pot-bellied stove, converted to gas, whichhad con- 
tinued to be the center of activity on many cold days. 


Harry H, Fay retired from the business following the fire. 
During the same year, Reginald re-established the store at 
415 Main, in what was formerly the Post Office. It was at this 
time that Wayne A. Harris joined the company in its new lo-~ 
cation. 

The store is observing its 40th anniversary this year, 


Hy-Klas Food Market 


Observing its 25th anniversary this year is the Hy-Klas 
Food Market, Founded July 1, 1947, by John Shawhan and Pryor 
Miller, the grocery was first located at 408 Main. Five years 
later James Herndon replaced Miller as Shawhan’s partner, 
and the store was moved to its present location at 314 Main. 

Upon the death of Herndon in 1962, Shawhan purchased 
the other half interest, It was then that Wayne and Vernon 
Mucke decided to go into the grocery business, which they 
had ‘learned the hard way’ while employed in the store. 
They bought out Shawhan on Sept. 2, 1962. 

On Feb. 23, 1969, Vernon became sole owner, With 19 
employees, this year he is celebrating his tenth anniversary 
by filling thousands of grocery sacks in town. 





Vern Mucke in front of Hy Klas Food Store, 1972 
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Benson Lumber Company 


In 1938, after fire destroyed his lumber yard al 323 
Commercial, Todd Noland sold the land to Herbert L. Benson 
of Pleasant Hill, Mo. At that time Benson was operating yards 
in Pleasant Hill and Eldon, Mo.,and Pahnska, Okla, The George 
Hope Lumber Yard had operated at that location for many 

ars. 
* The Belton Stur-Herald annowliced the formal opening of 
the newly-built Benson Limber Yard on Sept, 29, 1939. “On 
that day the public was invited lovisitthis new, modern lumber 
yard. , - Belton welcomes this new firm and its manager, Lee 


Tueker and his family.” 

Tucker managed the Belton yard in the forties, und was 
followed by Allan Olson and Jamus Rutledge inthe fillies. Mair- 
fee Beidleman has been manager since early 1900, 

Ht, L. Benson died Feb, 27, 1958, and at thai time George 
and Robert Benson took over the Benson yards al Belton, 
Columbia, Sidon, Pleasant Hill and Sedalia, 

Employing seven at the present time, Benson Lumber 
Company fs celebrating a third of a century of supplying 
building materials for BRelton’s homes, 


Fleetwood Chevrolet 





Claude J. Fleetwood signed a franchise agreement with 
Chevrolet Motor Company to sell newcarsandtrucks in March 
1936. ‘The address of the agency was Holmes Park, Missouri and 
the name of the company was to be ‘'fleelwood Chevrolet 
Company’. The original contract called for the purchase of 
12 new cars and trucks a year. The retail price of a new 
Chevrolet car was $682 for the standard modeland $785 for the 
deluxe model. Sales for the remainder of 1936 were 87 new 
units. 


Cheyrolet declared Belton as open for a dealership in 
September, 1938 and offered Fleetwood the opportunity to move 
his agency from Holmes Park to Belton, He was able to locate 
4 building at 223 Main Street, (rental $50 per month) and move 
to Belton in time for the new car showing of 1939 models. This 
was about the first of October, 1938, The original building 
was 44 feat by 100 feet and was considered adequate at that 
time. Not being able to afford a used car lot, the north side 
of Main Street In the 200 block was used and sometimes cars 
were parked on the south side, This didn’t create too much con- 
gestion a5 the population of Belton was only 973 people, 

The business crew and in 1940 M. E, Lomax became a 
partner in the company and moved to Belton with his wife. 
This was still a family affair as Lomax and Fleetwood are 
brothers-in-law. 


Next came World War II, Fleetwood spent two years in the 
armed forces and Lomay ran the agency with only the repair 
department and parts departmeént open as new car sales were 
frozen for the duration, They also operated abus service from 
Belton to Lake City Munitions Plant, 

New truck production was resumed in 1945 and new car 
production began in 1046, There hadbeennonew cars produced 
slice 1941 and a tremendous backloe of customers had 
developed. The asenty posted a Jist of all customers signing 
orders Ine new ears and [filled these orders in the rotation 
they wera taken as new ears arrived. The list prew to tre- 
mendous proportions and was not completed until late 1448. 

in 1948 the company became involved in the lottery busi- 
ness. The Chamber of Commerce wanted to builda park and call 
it Memorial Park’’, Ives Reid offered to sell the land back of 
fis fwuse and north of the railroad but the @ of ¢ didn't 
aye any money. Tleetwood Chevrolet offered fo let the c of C 
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Fleetwood Choyrolet's new quarters, ‘Fleetwood Corners’ at 71 and 58 Highways. 


have a new car to sell tickets on. This was dona and endugh 
tickets were sold fo pay for the Land and give Helton its tirst 
park. 

In 1949 Fleetwood and Lomax purchased the bnilding they 
were in from Fred Boehm and the two lots to the west of the 
building [rom Mr. and Mrs. George Spear who then were the 
owners and jublishers of The Belton Star-Herald, They built a 
4,000 foot addition and remodeled the old carare, Bill Powell 
and his father, Rodney Powell of Belton did the wark. 

In 1953, Ed Fleetwood came to work for the company aid 
in 1955 became a partner. The business continued to grow 
and needed more working Space. The building ut LO6 Commer- 
cial was purchased and converted inte a body shopanda 
building on East North Avenue was purchased and used ear 
reconditioning was done there, 

Fleetwood and Lomax retired in 1968 and &d Fleetwood 
purchased the entire dealership. 


A number of Fleetwood employees have been with the 
company a numberof years. According to Claude Fleetwood, 
their years af loval service helped make the overall stay pos- 
sible. 

Orville Atchison, the first mechanic, was employed from 
1946 to 1968; B. T, * Jack”? Weeks, the first service manager; 
Ira Fanning 1940) until his death in 1964; Mrs, Pauline T,linpus, 
head bookkeeper, 1941 until ber retirement in 1063, Mra. Betty 
Jursch, head bookkeeper 1962-1972. 

The following people are still with the campany: Francts 
fsore (1946) 26 years; Barker Lane (1947) 25 years; Gerry 
Saultz (1952) with lime out for armed service, 15 yaars; 
Owen Pierson (192) 20 years; Robert Toliver (19f£)16 years; 
Gene Radford (1959) 13 years; Joe Nodine (1901) 11 years. 
This group has 2 Lotal of 126 years service or an average of 
18 years per person, During this time, Beltunhas crown from a 
town of 973 population toa small city in excess of 12,000 aud 
Fleetwood Chevrolet Company has solu something over 10,700 
new cars and Lracks and approximately 17,000 used units, Tt ls 
now the third oldest Chevrolet Dealership in the Kansas City 
area with a continuous family ownership. 

The original garage building on MainStreet was sold to the 
City of Belton in January 1972 and is now the new home of the 
Belton Police Mepartment and the Belton Pure Department, 
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Dryden Drug Store 
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Jack Dryden (inset), present owner of Dryden Drug Store and 
on right, the store front as it looked in earlier years. 


Inside of Dryden Drug Store as it looked in earlier 


day. Present walk-through would be at extreme right 
of picture. 


Starting a business during the depression could not be 
considered an idea! situation, However, that is how Dryden 
Drug Company in Belton began over 40 years ago, Jack and 
Elizabeth Dryden purchased the Cunningham Drug Store on the 
iortheast corner of Main and Walnut in November 1931. 

Jack had graduated from the Kansas City School of 
Pharmacy in 1925 and had been working for his father, Fred 
Dryden, wlio owed and operated a drug store in Lee’s Summit. 
Jack commuted from his home in Lee's Summit to Belton 
until 1935 when he decided to move his family to Belton, 
The Drydens packed their belongings in their 1930 Marquette 
and moved to their home on the corner of Third and Walnut, 

The drug store at that time occupied only the front half 
of the lower floor of the corner two-story building on Main. 
The Drydens bought the Bradford building next door which 
housed the Bagshaw Clock Repair and Ikie Shroyer Barber 
Shop in 1939. The Wuilding was remodeled with an opening 





being cut through the two buildings. The soda fountain, a 
popular place to pather, featured curb service and thick ice 
cream malts. Store hours were 7:30 a.m. until midnight. 

After the war, the Weeks Jewelry Co. got its startina 
corner of the store and large appliances were added as another 
department, In 1952 the adjacent building, housing a grocery 
store, was hought from J.P.L. Jones, The wall between the 
buildings was removed to give today’s frontage of 72 feet 
in 1956. When the present fountain was installed, nine-cent 
sodas drew hundreds to the grand opening. 

Another remodeling was undertaken with an addition to 
the back of the building to square it up with the alley in 1966, 
Carpeting was added, along with paneling above the wall fix- 
tures, 

Aft the present time, Dryden is still interestedin the busi- 
ness but is retired from active duty. 

His son, Jack C. Dryden, also a pharmacist, came into 
the business in 1954 and is now the manager. 

The store employs four pharmacists, along with 20 to 
25 clerks and cashiers. 


Home Lumber Company 






. 





La) 
~ Fy By ee. Pr 


re 





Scenes of the disastrous fire al Home Lumber Company, June 15, 1966. 


When the George D, Hope Lumber Co,, was destroyed by 
fire in the late thirties, Frank Hundley, the manager rebuilt on 
the site of the present Home Lumber Co, 308 Walnut St. 

Frank Votova purchased the company on Sept. 15, 1942 


and took possession Jan. 1, 1943. According to Frank, ‘times 
were rough and lumber was scarce and sold on priority only, 
so I resorted to farming, cattle and horse trading to make 
ends meet.” 
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There wasn’t enough lumber to put in the lumber bins so 
the sheds were revamped for cows, horsesand pigs until Yotava 
rented the Brown Brothers farm on Y Highway south of Belton, 
The Old Swampy schoolhouse was situated on the property and 
Votova used the school house for acornbin. During a bad Mood 
in 1945, the farm was flooded and on a Friday night, it took 
three calves dowrstream and the next night it took eight cows, 
fences and all and left one cow hanging in the crook of a tree 
causing the cow to hang herself when the water receded. 


The stock that was left had no place to graze so Votova 
loaded itup intending to haulittothe Kansas City Stockyards for 
sale. Jim Miller of the Western Auto Store, came along and 


offered to trade the Bellon Truck Line for what was left. 
Votova took him up on the offer. Hauling freight to Kansas City 
gave him a chance to lovate hardtoget items and little by little 
he increased his stock of hardware and lumber items, Votoya 
operated the truck line for about three years and then sold to 
Kenneth L. Swigart who eventually expanded and is still owner 
of the B&H Freight Line (Belton-larrisonville), 

Votova purchased the Andy Sears property alter the war and 
built the present Ford garage. In Frank's words, he ‘lost his 
shirt when he traded the varage for an orange grave in the Rio 
Grande Valley, Texas,” 

The lumber yard was heavily damaged by fire June 15, 
1966 and has been rebuilt. 


Little Shirt Company 


Little Shirt Company was incorporated in Missouri in 
1945 and the company began business in Belton during that 
year, They have been at their present address 411 Main Street 
for more than 25 years. 

The company is engaged in the manufacture of better 
boys shirts and the product enjoys a national market, The gar~ 
ments are mainly sold to department stores, children’s shops 
and specialty stores, 

The original incorporators still manage the business. 
Lucy Wilson Dunlap, a granddaughter of George W. Scott, the 
founder of Belton is president. The other officers and directors 
are her husband and daughter, Richard L. Dunlap and Frances 
Scott Dunlap, 





Little Shirt Company, 411 Main Street 


Belton Grain Company 
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Belton Grain Company, 507 Walnut St., as it appears 
in 1972, 


Under only two sets of owners, The Belton Grain Co. has 
been a part of Belton since 1937. Maurice and J, W. Robie 
started the company that year and in 1940 they bought the grain 
elevator that was at Daugherty, Mo. They took it apart and re- 
assembled it in Belfon at the present location, The business 


had been on the west side of Hy-Klas Food Store. 

In the early years the company soldcoaltov, some 50 to 75 
earloads a year until the advent of natural eas, Dairy farms 
were numerous in the area ranging from 10 to LOO head and a 
large business was done within a 10 mile radius of Belton, 

Bob Buerge bought the business in 1953 and his brother, 
Frank, became a partner in 1959. They alsohave a grain com- 
pany in Harrisonville. 

Bob remembers when they first took over, that they dealt 
primarily in feed and grain, Through the years, the large farms 
have dwindled, but he notes that now there are more small 
acreage owners and horses have replaced the dairy cattle. He 
estimates the company now sells more horse feed than they 
ever did feed for the dairy herds. 

Their business in fertilizer has grown, they handle the 
comparatively new anhydrous ammonia. They also have added 
lawn and garden supplies and a tack shop, 

The cut back in train service te Belton has affected them 
somewhat. Almost all of their grain was shipped by rail, now 
the biggest percentage goes by truck. 

The company also manufactures their own brand of feed, 
grain storage facilities have been increased by 20,000 bushels 
and the warehouse space has been tripled, 


E.K. George & Sons 


E. K. George and George Mosley became partners ina 
hardware, furniture and undertaking establishment in 1909. 


The hardware section of the store was one-half of the present 
Steinbrueck furniture store. Gearge sold the furniture part of 


the store to Hobart Thompson who sold to G. G, Steinbrueck in 
1925, 

At the present time Richard E. George, son of Ff. K, 
Is the present director of the George Funeral Home in Belton, 
S, E. Goddard is director of the George Chapel in Grandyiew: 
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Weeks Jewelry 


Weeks Jewelry Store has been locatedon Main Street since 
1947, when Wayne ‘‘Red’’ Weeks opened a small watch repair 
business in a corner of Dryden’s Drug Store. Ile had served 
in the Ninth Air Force during World War Tl. From there the 
business was moved to 307 Main and about 15 years ago the 
move was made to the present location at 313 Main Street. 
Through the years, a variety of lines of fine china, crystal 
and silver have been added. Watch repair is still an integral 
part of the business, Red’s wife, Vida, wasan active part of the 
business until her tragic death as the result of an automobile 
accident in May, 1971, 
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At left, the first Western Auto Store, and at right, how it looked after remodeling by Jim Miller. Both pictures were taken 


during the Christmas season. 


The Western Auto Associate Store has been a member of 
Belton’s business community since July 15, 1945. Jim and 
Blanche Miller, slill residents of Belton, opened the store at 
406 Main St. in a building then owned by R, J, Koontz but what 
was known as the Bill Hargis building. Jim purchased the 
building from Koontz in 1954, remodeled it and continued to 
operate the store until 1960 when it was sold to Delmar and 


Juanita. Wayman. The Wayman’s expanded the business and 
built the large brick building at 401 Main St., moving to that 
location in April, 1968. 

In April of fhis year Allan and Jake Jones bought the 
store from the Wayman’s, who retired to a farm south of 
Belton near Cleveland, The Jones’ are life-long residents of 
Belton and both attended Belton Schools. 


Belton Animal Hospital 


Or. &. L. Montgomery, bought the veterinary practice of Dr. H. L, Bussong in October, 1948. 


Dr. Bussong had practiced in Belton for a number of years, 
Dr. Montgomery conducted the practice from a garage behind Dr. Bussong’s house on the 





corner of North Seott and Spring Streets for some time. He and his wife, Tory, lived on the old 
Jones farm, east of Cedar and Third Streets when they first came to Belton, Dr, Montgomery 
had been a captain in the veterinary corps during World War II. 

Remenibering the changes that have taken place in the last 24 years, Montgomery said when 
he began practice in Belton, he was a large dairy practioner, caring for some 100 dairy farms. 
Now there are only three. The first year he was here, 50 rabies tags for small animals were 
given out, Now they handle some 1500 a year. 

Thirteen or 14 years ago, Montgomery bought the lot from Henry Mucke at 511 Main St., 
which had been Mucke’s blacksmith shop for a number of years, A new building was erected on 
the lot and the practice is conducted from the same site today. 
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Catron’s Furniture and Appliance 


Beginning with an auto repair garage at 106 Commercial 
during 1950, Herb Catron added a few appliances, just to see 
if they would sell, 

In 1953 the business moved to 505 Main where he handled 
appliances and offered a furniture-ordering service, While 
Herb worked at Westinghouse, his wife, Lena, ran the store. 
if customers wished to purchase furniture, the Catrons took 
them to the warehouse in Kansas City to pick out what they 
wanted. He then delivered the furniture to the customer’s 
homes. 

Another move, this time to 419 Main, found them again 
stocking appliances and adding some furniture. 

In 1948 the Catrons purchased the building formerly oc- 
cupied by the Grace Company, and since then have expanded 
to cover the half block from 311 to 319 Main, Handling fur- 
niture and both large and small electrical appliances, they 
also maintain a service department for their customers. 
Cletus Rotert has been with the company as a service man 
for over 16 years. 

With sixemployees, the Catrons are observing their twenty- 
second year in business. 





Herb Catron in front of his store at 419 Main in 1957, 


Joe's Oil Company 





Joe’s Apco Station as it appears today, 


Joe’s Oil Company at 1008 North Scott, the first business 
on that street was started in 1944 by Joseph Pusateri who had 
brought his family from Kansas City to a farm near Jaudon, 
south of Belton in the middle thirties. 

His son, Joe Pusateri, Jr. had started working on auto- 
mobiles in Kansas City garages when he was only 13 years 
old. His early jobs were cleaning up tools and parts, He at- 
tended Lathrop Trade School andlearned the fundamentals of the 
then new automobiles. He remembers working on Packards, 
Stanley Steamers and the old Franklins with their air-cooled 
engines, When he first came to Belton, he worked for Temple 
Forrest who had the Ford agency, located where Hy-Klas Food 
store now is, 

The station on North Scott has handled different brands 
of gasoline over the years, starting out with'‘visible tanks” in 
which the gas hadtobe puniped before a car tank could be filled. 
They held only 10 gallons of gas, customers wanting more sas 
than that, had to wait for the gas to be pumped into the ‘‘see- 
through”’ tanks first. 








Joe Pusateri, Sr. outside the 


origina] station about 1946. 


Joseph, Sr. died in 1965 and Joseph, Jr., and his son 
Joseph A, continued to work together until recently, when 
Joseph A. assumed sole ownership. His father commented that 
long ago he was taught, ‘'the customer is always right?’ and he 
has tried to operate his business on that premise through the 
years. 


Ted's Belton Cleaners 


Moving back to Belton from Harrisonville, Mo., Ted R. 
Beeghly and his wife, Marguerite, opened the Belton Clean- 
ers in October, 1948, 


Belton’s population of 1,200 had no cleaning shop at that 
time. Operating as a team for a couple of years, the Beeghlys 
found business growing to the extent that they needed help. Mrs. 
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Lela Handley was the first of many who have aided them, 
She is still a resident of Belton, now employed by the Post 
Office. Present employees are Mrs. Irene Anderson and Mrs, 
Lela Fletcher, who have been with the Beeghlys over 18 years. 


Styles, fabrics, and methods have changed; but looking 


back over 24 years, the Beeghlys recall that many of their 
present-day customers were among those who came in on 


opening day back in 1948, 


Home Oil Company 


Shown in front of the original Home 
Bob Sevy since 1959. 


In the middle twenties J, W, Kennemer founded the Home 
Oil Co. in Belton. At the end of World War II, the company was 
sold to Walter Summers andhis sons, Donand Kenneth, who are 
still active in the business as are two other sons, Bob and 
Harold. 

The original location was on the corner where Bob Sevy’s 
Skelly Station is now. The offices were then moved to the present 


Oil Station (301 Main) are Donald Summers (center), now a partner and sales manage 
Bob Huggins (left) and Paul Limpus. The picture at right shows the station as it appears today. [t has been operated by 


location, 305 Main, about 1950, 

The company is a wholesale distributor of petroleum pro- 
ducts and automotive products to a lesser degree. When the 
Summers family took over the business the emphasis was on 
service stations and tank wagon deliveries to farms. With the 
decline of farming operations in the area, the tank wagon de-~ 
liveries are now a minor part of the operation, 


Steinbrueck’s Furniture 








ry 


Shown with Jun Steinbrueck (center) inside the furniture store in 1947, are Clarence Ashbaugh (left) and Bob Hendricks. 
On right, a view of the store-front at that time. 


Observing their 44th year in Belton, the Steinbrueck family 
holds a distinetive record as the oldest continual retail store 
operated by the same family in Belton. 

G. G, Steinbrueck began the business in 1929 at the present 
location, 316 Main St. The combined hardware and furniture 
business occupied 2,400 square feet of floor space compared to 
the present figure of 11,000 square feet. Steinbrueck retired 
in January, 1962 and the operation was turned over to sons, 
Jun and Bob. 


The original store occupied about one-half the present 
ground space. The store was doubled in size in 1934 and in 
1956 the upstairs was converted into a showroom. That same 
year, the hardware section was divided intoa separate business 
and operated at 311 Main St. until that portion of the business 
was sold in 1965, 

The company now specializes in furniture, appliances and 
accessories, Jun joined the business in April, 1946, and Bob, 
in 1949, 


Belton 


Dry Goods 





Mrs. Clea (Walter) Crow with Mary K, Chamberlain and Glen Jones, taken about 1940 inside Belton 
Dry Goods. At right, a prize winner in a national contest, this window at Belton Dry Goods was dec- 
orated by the employees standing in front of it in 1941. Shown (1 tor) are Tom Keeney, Mary K. 
Chamberlain, Phoebe Trotter McKee and Don Phillips. 


The store building at 322 Mainhas houseda dry goods store 
for over 70 years. Founded by A. Rosier, it remained in the 
Rosier family until 1938 when W, H, (Harold)Kratz and Walter 
W. Crow bought It. Crow managed the store for some time and 
then Charles Casper, another long-time resident of Belton took 
over managerial duties. Kratz was never involved inthe dey to 
day operation of the store but Mrs. Kratz was. Eventually they 
bought out Walter Crow’s interest and became sole owners, 


until 1950 when the store was sold to Murray and Esther 
Rosenthal, The Kratz’ are still residents of Belton. 

Murray was a native New Yorker who had been in the fur 
manufacturing business before coming to Belton. Esther was 4 
Kansas City, Kans, native. 

The Rosenthal’s are still active in the business today and 
through the years have taken an active parfin many of Belton's 
civic endeavors. 


John Klaus and Sons 


John N. Kiaus, a German immigrant who had served 
his apprenticeship in that country, came to Greenwood, Mo. 
in 1921 and built 7,500 square feet of greenhouses. He had been 
with the old Premiere Rose Gardens in the Chicago area be- 
fore settling in Greenwood, Aliso in the twenties, he bought 
some land north of Belton, with future expansion in mind. 

His son, Barney, fresh out of service in the Army and 
several years at Ohio State University, came to Belton in 
1947 and built on the land a home and three greenhouses. 

John N. Klaus died in 1956, but his sons, Barney and 
John W., both raised in the business, and their mother, 
Wally, carry on the greatly expanded business today, At 
Greenwood there is now 110,000 square feet of greenhouses. 
The company, known until 1954 as the Graceland Greenhouses, 
was changed to John Klaus and Sons. 

Barney, who is the engineering half of the partnership, 
has installed a world of chugging motors, humming fans and 
electronic relay boxes in the greenhouses. In an article in 
The Kansas City Times in 1969, John B. Lower, Jackson 
County extension horticulturist, called the Klaus green- 
houses one of the fastest growing, most highly automated 
agribusinesses in the metropolitan area. 

John Klaus commented that "We plant by hand, pinch 
back by hand and harvest by hand, but otherwise it’s almost 
entirely an automatic operation.”’ 

Rosebushes grow in beds 200 feet long, polyethylene 
watering pipes run the length of the waist-high lily benches and 
tubes spaced at regular intervals water the individual plants. 
Each bench has its own clock-timer to turn on the water and 
its own breaker relay to turn it off. Plastic baffles (drop cur- 
tains) divide the long greenhouses into sixsections. Rach has its 





Mrs. John N. Klaus and sons, John and Barney, 


own thermostat, making it possible to maintain six different 
temperatures in one house, 

Barney and his wife, Barbara, have six children. They 
are; Barney, Jr., Patty, Joanne, Barbara, Rosemary and 
Joe, Barney Jr., and Patty are both active in the bsiness. 
Patty manages the retail shop, also located on the hill that 
John N. Klaus bought some 50 years ago. 
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Belton Ice 





The original ice plant in 1924 


Eli Wilhite and his family came to Belton in February, 
1924. He built the Belton Iee Company plant and had it in 
operation in the spring of that year. It was built on the 
Frisco Railroad right-of-way at 506 Chestnut st. Until the 
plant could serve all the ice that wasneeded in the cammunity, 
ice was shipped in from Olathe, Kans, in car load lots by 
rall, In a few years, the plant was enlarged from seven to 
14 ton per day capacity, 

Iee from the plant was sold to distributors who delivered 


Wear 


Jolin Wear, who was manager of the telephone company in 
Belton for a time, started his own electric service company in 
1950. He remembers his first customer was W, F. Ellison. 

From 1951 ta 1953, Ralph Lamar, a plumber and Wear 
shared a building at Main where the Belton Recreation is now. 

Huring 1994 and °55, The Wear Electric Co, office was ina 
room of the Home Laundry Co. (present site of C and E Clean- 
ers, Main St.) Mildred Houston, who is a familiar face at the 
post office now, was the owner of the laundry at that time. 

The next two years, Wear shared space with the Home 


Jack's 


E, T. (Jack) Weeks opened a service station at 224 Main 
St. in 1941 when gas was 14 cents a gallon with a two cent 
profit margin; you could get a tire fixed for a quarter anda 
complete engine overhaul for $35. 

Two early employees were Lea Quick and Rollin Ashbaugh 
who for $30 per week, worked an average of 55 to 60 hours a 
week, 

fn the late 40’s, Weeks built the building at 106 Com- 


and Locker 


ice to the areas of Raymore, Peculiar, Freeman and some 
to Grandview, 

Later, the large ice storage rooms were used to store 
apples in the winter months. These were shipped from 
Washington state and Colorado, They were sold to Independent 
Kansas City grocers, 

When frozen food lockers were installed in 1942, the 
ice company became the Belton Ice and Cold Storage Com- 
pany. Beef and meat processing were added to the operation, 

Wilhite retired in 1966 after selling the locker plant to 
C, J. Chevalier, the present owner, 





The ice and cold storage plant today. 


Flectric 


Laundry in the present location of the laundry, 521 Main 
Street. Then, as more space was naeded, the company rented 
space from Shawhan and Herndon at the present location of Hy- 
Klas Food Market. The offices were on the west side of the 
grocery store, with an entry from the parking lot, 


_Another move was made to the Paul Wyatt building (present 
site of the Harmon Bus Service offices,) Then in 1966, a new 
building was completed across the street at 608 Main, where 
the company offices are today, 


Tune Up 


mercial Street and started a tune-up service. 

The present building at 508 No, Scott was built in 1956 and 
the building on Commercial Street became the Fleetwood 
Chevrolet Body Shop. 

Jack retired in 1965 and the business was taken over by 
his daughter Pat, and her husband, Gail Dunkin. During the 
past year, the third generation has become a part of the 
company, when the Dunkin’s son, Gregg, joined the business. 


The Grace Company 


A daughter’s rebellion against wearing boys’ overalls out 
to play, and a mother’s talent for designing, and making pretty, 
practical and feminine play clothes to replace the boyish over- 
alls was the beginning of the highly successful and unique 
business that is The Grace Company in Belton. 

Grace Wilson Van Brunt, granddaughter of Belton’s founder 
George Scott, had started making baby aprons in her Katisas 
City home in 1930, By 1932, she hada small group of used power 
machines in the basement of her home. 

Alter making some ofher original playclothes for daughter, 
Margaret, it occurred to her that if she had a problem, other 


mothers must too. She packed up a suitease of half a dozen 
of Margaret’s play clothes and took them to Emery, Bird, 
Thayer’s, one of Kansas City’s large department stores, The 
store ordered dozens of play clothes andgavethe new company 
a name, ‘The Grace Company.” 

From 1930 until 1937, activity in the Yan Brunt household 
had increased until eight women were operating used power 
machines in the basement daily. Grace and her husband, John, 
decided ta go to St. Louis to see if a St. Louis store might 
like her wares. They liked them so well that the Van Brunt’s 
went on to Detroit and New York, and came home after twa 
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Mrs. Grace Wilson Van Brunt 


days with aver $30,000 worth oforders, nocredit, no materials 
and no money, Some way the orders were filled. When the 
reorders started to come in, she decidedtoexpand and Belton’s 
Chamber of Commerce entered the picture, 

Belton was then like alot ofother small towns In Missouri, 
The price of land, hogs, cattle, yheatandcorn, had gone steadily 
downward as iaxes went up. The depression years had taken 
their toll. A special committee appointed by the Chamber of 
Commerce had investigated several industries but for one 
reason or another, none suited, Finally, someone thought of 
Grace Wilson Van Brunt and her young company. Grace and 
her brother and sisters had grown up in Belton, What better 
than for a hometown girl to bring her company back to 
Belton? 

The Chamber of Commerce held an open meeting for 
townspeople on a June night in 1937. Everybody spoke his 
mind before a yote was taken. The eighty men and women 
present voted unanimously to bring the Grace Company to 
Belton. 





First home of The Grace Company, Belton City Hall. 


The next day, a committee composed of J, P. L, Jones, 
Frank Hundley and Russell L. Mullen, covered the town for 


contributions, In 24 hours, ina town with a population of less 
than 1,000, some $2,779.50 was raised in cash, Those that 
couldn’t give money, donated labor amoynting to 3114.50. 
Businesses and individuals alike made donations. They ranged 
in amounts fram 85 to $100. Moving costs amounted to 
$2,093, 97, The remaining $685.53 was pro-rated back to 
contributors and in 1945 The Grace Company returned to the 
donors the money used in establishing the plant here. 

For offices and factory space, the company used City 
Hall facilities. The picture show was moved aut of its quarters 
there to an empty building down the street and the Grace 
Company moved to Belton on Aug. 12, 1937, 

The only thing the Chamber requested in return for reut- 
free quarters for a year was Grace’s promise to employ as 
many Belton pecple as possible, 

The Chamber committee spent $400 to fix up the building 
for the movie anda two-year rent-free contract for that busi- 
fess was negotiated. A new floor was putin city ball and a sew- 
ing school was set up for Belton women to train them as ma- 
chine operators, 

When the company needed first-hand information on 
children’s sizes, (this was before the day of government 
standard sizes), the superintendent of schools invited Grace 
to visit the grade school and weigh and measure every child 
in school. A Belton doctor offered his scales and helped record 





Present home of the company on West Mill Street. 


the data, Whenever babies or children were needed far models 
or to try on clothes for fit, local children were taken to the 
factory after their afternoon naps. None of the models were 
paid, but there was keen rivalry for the honor. 

Eventually the operation expanded into other stores along 
Main Street until an entire block was in use between Chestnut 
and Walnut Streets, The economy of Belton, hard-hit by the 
depression, took an upward swing and more and more found 
employment with The Grace Company. 

In 1941, The Grace Company designed the first**Crawler.’’ 
Tt was a baby overall made in sizes$-M-L-XL and took babies 
out of dresses. The ‘Crawler’? made the company inter- 
nationally famous as orders came from places like New York, 
Chicago, St, Louis, Detroit, Dallas, and Hollywood. Buying 
The Grace Company merchandise were stores such as Saks 
Fifth Avenue, and Lord & Taylor in New York; Neiman-Marcus, 
Dallas; and Marshall Fields, Chicago, As the industry developed 
it received write-ups in national magazines, among them, 
The American, Chicago Sunday Tribune, The St. Louis Post 
Dispatch and Coronet Magazine in 1950 carried an article 
called ‘‘Eseape from the City.’’ In addition, babies wearing 
Grace Company garments have appeared on tlie covers of 
Life and in advertisements for various products in many 
national magazines for nationally-known companies. One Life 
eover featured one of Prince Rainer and Princess Grace’s 
children of Monaco in a Grace Company creation, 

At one time there were branch factories operating in Rich 
Hill, Clinton and Harrisonville. 

A new building was built in 1956 on land west of tawn on 
Mill Street which had originally been the Scott & March farm. 
Today, Mrs. Van Brunt is still active in the business as is 
her daughter and son-in-law Margaret and Julian Rymar. 
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Cars were replacing the borses and buggies along Main Street in the 1920s. 


The Twenties 


By J. Weldon Jackson 


As the “Twenties*® came fo Belton a few over 900 souls 
called it home, It was much the same as other towns of that 
size that nestled in the midwest. In September, 1520 we moved 
from south af town into the city of Belton and to my recollections 
this is what we found: three churches, Methodist (South), Baptist 
and Christian. Hitehracks were still being used. Buggies and 
wagons, along with Model T*s, Reos, and Chevys filled Main 
Street. Two weekly newspapers, the Belton Star and the Belton 
Herald vied with each other to tell us where the Smiths spent 
Sunday. The Kansas City Star-Times andthe Kansas City 
Journal-Post furnished us world news, (Remember no radios 
yet), Daily newspapers were delivered by boys on bicycles — 
twice a day, 65¢ a month. 

There were two meat markets—they sold meat only and did 
most of their own butchering. World War I had been over a 
little more than a year. A lot of swaggering veterans were 
evident who had replaced the old Civil War veterans with their 
tales of Gay Paree. There were five grocery stores on Main 
Street (they didn’t sell fresh meat), Home deliveries were mada, 
some by horse and wagon, others used new fangled trucks or 
just Model T?s, 

Prohibition was in effect, so liquor had to be obtained by 
prescription or from the ever popular bootlegger. Home Brew 
(beer made at home) and elderberry wine (also made at home) 
was in vogue. Harding was electedpresident. Although very few 
had heard of him six months before, they could tell you he 
handily defeated ‘*what’s his name’. Calvin Coolidge was the 
hew vice, Silent Cal came later. 

In Belton there was no city water. Most of downtown 
Belton was served hy wells —one located next to the present 
Mosby Insurance (408 Main) in a then vacant lot and one by the 
Robie Brothers Building on Walnut between Main Street and the 
Nepot. Most business houses had a bucket of water and a dipper 
to public use. There were watering troughs available for the 

orses, 

All churehes had Sunday night services and Wednesday 
ight prayer meetings, The present city hall which was built 
in 1906 was used chiefly for entertainment. Two shows a week, 
Thursday and Saturday nights. They were well attended. Silent 
pictures, Mary Pickford, America’s Sweetheart; Fatty Arbuckle 
and Harold Lloyd, the camies; and Cara Bow, the "It? Girl were 
popular. 





Several nice apple orchards were west of town, Hoboes, men 
of the road, were prevalent. They walked the roads and the 
railroad tracks and would warm up at the pot-bellied stove 
at the depot, They knocked at the kitchen door for a hand-out 
and were seldom turned away, 

Cigarettes were called coffin nails, Spittoons were in most 
business places. There were three restaurants in town, The 
usual fare at noon for dinner was roast beef and roast pork. 
On alternate days it would be changed to roast pork and roast 
beef. Each restaurant hada soda fountain, Ice cream sodas were 
popular and milk shakes were made with ice instead of ice 
cream. Instead of electric mixers they were hand shaken. 
Coke was just becoming popular, It was lookedon with askance 
by some as it might prove to be habit-forming! 

Two drug stores, H. Cunningham and Son and Sams and 
Meador took care of the medical needs of the community, 
School books were purchased af Sams and Meador, Soda 
fountains were installed in them in the mid twenties, 

Belfon was a veritable small Las Vegas of the twenties, 
Boys kept ‘‘Uncle Liner’’ (James Jones) pretty busy chasing 
them out of box cars where they learned how fo shoot craps 
(dice), The cream station wasa popular place to pitch pennies at 
the crack. The Ideal Cafe (where Little Shirt Co. is now, 411 
Main) was a popular place to gather infront of to pass the time 
of day and to play'*fly-lite”. This game was played by each boy 
placing a coin in front of himself, and ifa fly lit on your coin 
first, you were the winner of the rest of the coins. I found by 
putting sugar in my pocket and mingling the coins with it, they 
became more attractive to the flies, 

At the turn into the twenties, basketball fever hit our town 
with a bang. Games were played tn the city hall. The Moor was 
slanted for the shows. Seats were moved after each perfor- 
mance. In the year 1920-21 Belton had an excellent girls team 
and a winning boys team. Crowds would start getting in line 
at 6 o’clock, Space was at a premium. A special train was run 
to Harrisonville to carry the crowds, Our team won every 
game except one, Raymore defeated us on their court, but we 
won playoff game at Lee*s Summit. We were county champ- 
ions and then district champions. 

Tent shows, that drew big crowds, came to Belton in the 
summer time. Gas pumps ware on the sidewalks in front of 
garages. The garages were converted livery stables, The 
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The 1921 championship basketball team. First row (seated), Lawrence Blair and John Reid. Second row 
(kneeling), Leonard Elstner, Kenneth Handley and Harry Meador. Third row, Albert Reid, Clay Pettus, 


George Wood and Coach J. L. Campbell, 


jitney was still running to Kansas City and the bus was making 
regular runs. Grocery stores opened at six to seven inthe 
morning, stayed open until seven ar eight each night and to 
midnight or later on Saturday nights. Barbershops were open 
early and late, People of importance had their own shaving 
mugs. Haircuts were 40 cents, shaves 20 cents, Each barber- 
shop hada bathtub for public baths, 35 cents with soap and towel, 

In 1920 Minnie Beery was the eighth grade teacher, In 
her class you could learn art, millinery, diagraming, spelling, 
arithmetic and Shakespeare, Each year she would have the 
eighth grade put on a Shakespearian play, costumes and all, 
at the city hall building. mn 1921 the superb performance was 
the Merchant of Venice, which was an outstanding success. 

During the twenties several small one-room country 
schools were in operation, Swampy to the south and Pleasant 
Prairie a few miles south of that. High Blue to the west, Mt. 
Pleasant, south on Holmes and Pleasant Valley on south, 
Most of the graduates of these schools would come to Belton 
to high school, if they went to high school at all. They come 
on horseback, buggies, cars and at least one school bus was 
in operation in the mid-twenties, There was no lunch program 
in the schools. 

Two funeral parlors were operated along with furniture 
stores, The clothing stores and shoe stores were well stocked, 
Ice wagons were popular as they went from house to house, 
Women and girls began having their hair cut in the barber- 
shops, up until then a man’s domain, One day a girl was seen 
riding down Main Street in a rumble seat of a car smoking a 
cigarette. It was a shocking experience. 

In September 1922 we occupied the new school house, We 
had the largest and nicest gym in Cass County. 


Barnstorming pilats brouglit their planes into Belton, 
usually landing in the Wyatt pastures. It cost $10 to take a 
ride. 

The Kansas City Blues was our baseball team. They 
played in the American Association, The Kansas City Mon- 
arehs also thrilled large crowds. Girls dresses, like their 
tresses, Were up one year, dawn the next. It was not unusual 
to hear some girls in the hardware store, ask for 4 left handed 
monkey wrench, 

Snipe hunting was popular, crystal radios started to make 
appearances about this time in 1922-23, Later in the twenties 
the favorite caffee break talk was what stations you were able 
to reach on your radio the night before, 

W. E. Smith was superintendent of schools in the early 
twenties, He was also the girls basketball coach, He was a 
strict disciplinarian, a wonderful teacher, a goodadministrator, 
He left in 1923 for greater fields. Relton’s only woman super- 
intendent of schools was Hazel Slusher (later Mrs. Estell 
O’Dell), She finished out the 1924-25 school year. Basketball 
remained very popular at school, as we didn’t have football. 
Our girls teams during the twenties were superb, but our boys 
teams did not achieve the success of the 1920-21 team. 

Another favorite topic of conversation was “‘ could you make 
Dodson hill in high in your new car?’ Radio made considerable 
changes in our mode of life, 

In the later twenties, popular programs were the Phileo 
hour, Amos and Andy, Paul Whiteman, Morton Downey, The 
Lucky Strike Orchestra, Rudy Vallee and Graham McNamee. 
It brought us the news of President Harding's death in office — 
«Silent Cal” became president. Sports stars were numerous, 
Babe Ruth in baseball; Gertrude Ederle swam the English 
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Looking out of the windows of one of the first school bus- 
ses in 1924 are Pugh, Carl Ray, Merl Hundley, Hazel 
Sears Groh and Kitty Louise Alderson. In front are, Lois 
Jackson, Thelma Ray, Marjorie Dunseth Feeback, a Magee 
twin, Anna Marie Dunseth and the other Magee twin. 





Channel in 1926; Johnny Weissmuller, also inswimming; Knute 
Rockne and Notre Dame; Red Grange at Dlinois; Jack Demp- 
sey and Gene Tunney in boxing; Bill Tilden and Helen Wills in 
tennis; Bobby Jones in golf. Radio and the daily papers brought 
us closer to these stars, Beltonthen,astoday, was very sports 
conscious. 

In the middie to later twenties our access to Kansas City 
was considerably better, Busses ran more frequently, 
Prohibition was failing to control the liquor situation. Wine and 
home brew could be purchased without too much trouble. Scrips 
(prescription for alcohol) could be obta{ned from some doctors 
for fifty cents. Al Capone and his like were common household 
words. 

Newspapers put new vigor into public print. The Saturday 
Evening Post, Colliers, The National Geographic, the Literary 
Digest, The True story, True Confessions, College Humor, 
Atlantic Monthly and The Country Gentleman were popular 
magazines. They brought us lurid news and pictures from the 
outside -- like the Ruth Snyder electrocution for killing her hus- 
band, Annie Sempler McPherson, the Evangelist and her sup- 
posed kidnapping, the struggle to free FloydCollinsfrom being 


trapped in the cave in Kentucky, the saya of Daddy and Peaches 
Browning, the death of movie star, Rudolph Valentino, the Loeb- 
Leopold thrill murder of fourteen year old Bobby Franks. De- 
fense counsel Clarence Darrow saved them from certain exe- 
cution, 

Evangelist Billy Sunday was popular, More Belton young 
ladies smoked on occasion. Belton shows were still popular and 
many Beltonites used our better cars and highways to attend 
the Mainstreet, the Newman, the Empress and other popular 
shows in Kansas City. The old Electric Amusement Park was 
replaced by Fairylan& It was very, popular. Belton manned a 
good baseball team in several different locations, and a town 
basketball team, Raymore, Peculiar, Cleveland, Harrisonville, 
Pleasant Hill, and Lee’s Summit were our mortal enemies in 
sports combat, 

Hobo Day was a popular high school day. The Mulligan 
stew at the K. C. - Southern trestle was a crowning event, as 
was the junior-senior day when the seniors would try to retain 
possession of the senior flag from the maurading juniors, 
Sometimes it was rather brutal, 


Flappers were numerous. More high school graduates 
went to college. The active Belton Ku Klux Klan group of the 
early twenties became less active in the later twenties, Will 
Rogers became very popular, 

The Republican National Conyention was held in Kansas 
City In 1928, Herbert Hoover was the nominee after Silent 
Cal said, *‘T donot choose to run’*. Al Smith was the Democratic 
nominee. He was the first Catholic to try for the presidency. 
Belton, like most small midwestern towns, showed its bigotry, 

In the middle twenties, William Jennings Bryan and 
Clarence Darrow were opposing attorney’s in the Scopes trial. 
It was avidly followed and thoroughly discussedon Main Street, 
at cafes, (which were loafing places) in churches and in the 
schools. 

Fireworks were sold promiscously in Belton, Shooting 
started two to four weeks before the Fourth. Occasional cele- 
brations were held. In this jazz-age era, manynew words were 
coined, such as cake eater —a ladies man; cheaters — glasses; 
copacetic — excellent; dogs — human feet; Dumb Dora —a stupid 
girl; gin mill — a speak easy; neck —to caress; shiek —a 
young man with sex appeal; gam —a girls leg; flapper —a 
young girl of the 20's, usually with bobbed hair, short skirts and 





The inside of the Ideal Cafe in 1924. Mrs. Iva Worley (right) was owner at that time. 


Henry Kinnison is shown with her but the woman in center is unidentified. 
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ALL AROUND THE TOWN -- 1920 - 1930 

1. Construction of the Belton water tower at city hall park was started in the rwenties. 2, One of the apple orchards 
west of town. 3. and 4.Mary Jane shoes, long stockings, dolls and big bows were the mark of little pirls im the twen- 
ties, At left, Mary K. Chamberlain, on right the Daulton sisters, Moriene and Frances. 5. Inside of Walter Hobbs. oa+ 
fe, located on the corner where Citizens Bank is now. 6. A Belton Picture Show advertisement. 
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yolled stuckings. 

Things { vretiember — fish tries at the rural schools and 
those sponsored by vartous churches; all day church pienics 
ant wll day sehen) pienies: union chureli seryviees; high school 
plays; vhari varis (a mock serenade for newly married 
couples), where (le new groom must tave cigars for the men 
ane boys und casdy for the virls and women, or else, and 
sometimes even if they did have the treats it was “or else? 
anvway; teyine to gel the Model T up to 50 miles an hour; 
ewitus In the creek in the nude; pretly cirls; hard fourht base - 
ball sames an hot Sunday afternoons; oranse crash; the new 
Green River clrink; the time a certain individual cut up real 
red hot peppers and mixed them with red hols, and passed them 
around in ‘trig’ class. The teacher took the sack away and 
filled his mouth. The individual received zero for effart that 
day; Halloween with planned activities, such as transporting 
the farm to Main street, the pushing ever of out-houses; the 
chaning of the millinery sign to the blacksmith shop and viee- 
versa; thicker malted milks; hated packed ice eream (both drupe 
stores barl added fountains); rumble seals in cars. 

Filling stations started to appear and by the middle to 
late twenties there was the Home Ol Co, (now Skelly Service), 
Sinclair, Standard (where Ken's is today), Thompson, and others, 
A bamburser stand opened on the new TL Tighway (now 58) and 
Rider's Barbecue stand with its fifteen coutsaudwich became a 
popular place. 


“pe _ A 
- 4) FRANHS PLAace C 


: : A’ 









This hamburger stand was located on old Highway 71 
about where Dave Rents is now across from Twin 
Oaks Shopping Center, 


In the lale-late twenties, groceries were shill bein delly- 
ered, ductors male house calls, restaurants and drug stores 
were still papular gathering places. Hoover was president, and 
with the Ilopver landslide Missouri electeda Republican, Heury 
Caulfield, governor. Mven some of our Cass County officers 
went Republican, Churehes were still attracting most of our 
citizens, many families now had cars, electric rfrigerators 
were replacing ice boxes, natural gas had came Lo town and 
many coal fwrnares were being adapted to use gas. Main 
Street was surfaced, hitch racks were removed, There were no 
signs of livery stables left and one good blacksmith shop re- 
mained. Carry Nation’s influence was gone aud prohibition’s 
repeal was a topie at most every luncheon. You could still 
get a goed piece of home made pie at most any of the local 
restaurants for a dime, 

Work was scarce and when the pipeline company came to 
town and put out the call for laborers at 40 cents an hour, 
over 100 men showed up at the Ideal Cafe for the 30 or so jobs, 
The stock market crash of 1929 had little direct effect on Relton, 
Banks in various paris of the country closed bat both in Belton 
remained intact, The Model 'T Ford was raplaced in 1929 hy 





The 1924 Girls District Champions in basketball. Back 
row (1 to r) Mary Catherine Sams, Theo March, Norene 
Harrison, Golda Hendrickson, Harriet Hockaday, Etna 
McAnally and Florence Houston, coach. Front row, 
Mildred Reynolds, Mildred Anderson, Caroline Thomp- 
son, Myrtle Houston and Fannie March. The play-offs 
were held in Warrensburg, 


the Model A, 

Tl was called the Roaring Twenties. The author thinks of 
it as the Glowing Twenties, where great strides were made, 
where age respected youth and youth respected are. Il was a 
good life during the twenties in Belton for those on both sides 
of the track, and as it wilted away in the thirties and the 
depression, there was a certain religious and American 
heritage that made most Heltonites weather the impending 
storm with courayre, 

T would like to mention some business enterprisesand some 
names of people who made animpacton me as I changed [rama 
boy of 12 toa young man of 22. Most of those years [ spent on 
Main Street, ] am sure that I will miss many, that I wish T 
could remember, Some of thase people awed mé, some soared 
me and some Inspired me, 

The Belton Hotel operated by the Leonards and later by 
Topsy Jackson, a good place to eat, The Ford Motor Co., first 
by Henry Sullivan and later by Temple Forrest. The A. Rosier 
and Co., then Rasier-Pettus Dry Goods (Roy Rosierand walter 
Pettus). Frank Blair, Sr., of the Bank of Belton, immeaoulately 
dressed with his eigar. §, E. ‘Jerry’? Jerars at the Mardware 
Store, Clarence ‘*Tucky’’ Reynolds next door at Reynolds 
grocery, and next door aunther vrocery run by Dave Parrish 
and lis mother, To most youngsters the canty case was the 
important thing at the Parrishes, It was welljuarded, Later in 
the twenties, Charley lijghtcap combined these twe stores. 
He always had a twinkle in his eye. 

The Hawtharnes, groceries, school supplies, clothine, 
shoes and what have you, Mr. and Mrs. Hawthorne (Rd and 
Maude), Jim and Fannie, Many had their lunch in this store — 
longhorn cheese, bologia and erackers, The variety store run 
by the Walls. It was Relton’s first 5 and 10. $. Db, Sprinkle wha 
operated his own store and worked for Hawthornes and was 
Sunday School superintendent at the Methodist Church, was im- 
pressive, as was C. IJ. G, Sprinkle who operated a furniture 
store and funeral parlor. Roy 1,.‘‘Hoopie’? Johnston who was 
in the employ of Rasiers for a long time, then opened his own 
store. He always hada jolly wordora joke. One day T met him, 
He was looking very dejerted, | asked him his trouble, he said 
**] feel terrible. Everything [’ve eaten the last three davs has 
gone to my slomach’’. Or the day when we were starting to feel 
thea effects of the depression, and | went into his store, He 
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Allen Mullen is shown in front of the C. H. G. 
Sprinkle Furniture and Mortuary around 1920. 
The building, on the northegst corner uf Main 
and Ella, was a twin to the first brick build- 
ing on the opposite corner. [t burned and then 
that corner later housed the Monroe Feed Co, 


was all smiles and he said ‘*you know I made a $1,000 yester- 
day." ‘*How?’, T questioned, ‘Well’? he said, ‘‘I raised the 
price of this store a $1,000.*’ 

Orville Gochnauer, who was rural mail carrier for many 
years and then postmaster, also operated the picture show for 
years and was the perennial ticket taker at practically all 
eyents, He had an eye that could discern those that somehow 
got by the gate without paying (I speak from experience), Fred 
Burkhart of the Citizens Bank and J, FE, Mullen, also affiliated 
with the Citizens Bank, whose second marriage came late in 
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life and when he had the chari-vari, he just told the crowd 
to go to any restaurant and get whatever you wanted. T under~ 
stand the bills were astronomical, 

As T graduated from high school in 1925,1 speak mostly of 
those connected with the schools from 1920-25. Superintendent 
W. E. Smith, Miss Minnie Beery, Hazel Sliusher (O'Dell), 
Forrest Drake, Lynn Bailey, Miss Shelly, J, L. Campbell and 
others made a lasting impression on me, 

Back in the business area — we find Mart Jacoby and Fred 
Ruch in the blacksmith shop, both, or one or the other, It was 
a popular, busy place as horses still carried the work load of 
the farm. Before the advent of gas, wood and coal were used 
for cooking and heating. Dray wagons run by Howard and Willard 
Huggins, Tom McKinley, John Jackson and many others were 
used to transport coal from the railroad tracks to the home. 

The drug stores during the twenties were busy places. 
Sams & Meador and H. Cunningham & Son, The millinery 
store of Stella Harris, Carl Ryden's shoe store and the bar- 
bershops, I, C. Shroyer and the Scroggins and Akus Shop, and 
later in the 20’s the Bert Matthes shop, These were popular 
hangouts and you could learn all kinds of things while loafing 
in them. Some food and same 777°? 

Restaurants opened at 5 to 6 in the morning and would 
stay open until 10 or later at night. During the twenties three 
restaurants were in operation on Main Street, The Ideal Cafe 
had numerous owners during these years, including the writer. 
It was situated where the Little Shirt Company is now. There 
is a natural step on the outside, It was a convenient place to 
sit. After a little grooving, we found we could pour water 
from the inside and thoroughly wet an innocent sitter before 
they were aware of it. Age, stability in the community or 
anything else mattered little when this game was played. 

My first job outside of delivering papers and two weeks 
working as shoeshine boy and porter at [key Shroyer’s har- 
bershop (I quit after two weeks because I couldn’t stand to 
clean out the bathtub after someone had taken their twice a 
year bath), was at Steve Nelson’s Restaurant (where Citizens 
Bank is located now.) The first day Steve told me I could have 
anything I wanted fo eat, including delicious iced chocolate 
candy or the many fountain goodies, For two days I was in 
seventh heaven and then I was sick for a week, It was several 
years before I enjoyed either ice cream or chocolate candies, 
It was an enjoyable interlude and Steve made a lasting im- 
pression on me, 

It was while working at Home Oil for Jim Kennemer (who 


ae 





About 1922, Fred Lininger, Sr., (left) was serving his apprenticeship under Ben 


Hill (right). Hill’s Garage was located at 223 Main, where the police and fire de+ 
partments are now. The man without the cap in picture #2 on page 40 is Marion 
Harrison, uncle of Tom Keeney and Mary K. Chamberlain, That picture was taken 


in front of the same garage. 
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Dance - Virginia Campbell, Nellie Gladys Lawrence 
Welcome - Mary Thompson 
Response Bryan Fitzgerald 


Harold Rosier 

Wilbur Wyatt 

Virginia Campbell, Hazel Pitts 
- - Leona Alderson 
Margaret Huber 


Story of the Rainbow 
Some Rain Must Fall 
A Dance 

Silver Linings - : : 
At The End of The Rainbow 
What is Your Color? Mr. Smith 
Beyond the Rainbow o 7 : - Dr. Miller 


Marguerite Jones 


Toastmistress - ‘ & 


MUSICIANS 
Mabel Mullen Dave Parnsh 
C, V. Reynolds James L. Pettus 
Harold Rosier 


l. Boys played leap-frog in the twenties -- here the ‘‘frog’’ is 
Chester Hodkins, and (1 to r) is Norman Jacoby, jumping; 
Ralph Bradley and Tom Keeney. 2. The inside of Steve Nel- 
son’s Cafe when Walter Hobbs still owned it, 3. A program 
from the ‘‘Lyceum’, 4, The summer band in 1924, Shown are 
(front row 1 to r) Ola Mae King, Thelma Ray, Hazel (Sears) 
Groh, Gladys (Hockaday) Helt, Dave Parrish, Ray Mudel, 
director; Elma Mae (Coomes) Turk, Elmer Wyrick and Frank 
Blair. Second row, Walter Lofland, Dewey Wells, Helen Shaw, 
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Mary Ellen (Noland) Wyatt, Wilbur Wyatt, Harold Rosier, 
Second from left on the very top row barely discernible is 
Hackett Reynolds and next to him Jack Parrish. 5, A program 
from the Junior-Senior Rainbow Banquet, May 5, 1928. 6. The 
1923 girls’ basketball team. Top row (1 to r) Prof. W. E. 
Smith, Mildred Anderson, Caroline Thompson, Mary Belle 
Hendrix, Ruth Jackson, Harriet Hockaday, Fannie March, 
Mildred Reynolds, Elizabeth Hockaday, Theo March, Ona 

Enloe, Mary Catherine Sams, Ethel McAnnaly. 


was a devoul Mason) that J first met Harry Truman, 

Others I remember — W. P. Houston, an attorney and 
perennial mayor af Belton; W, J, Kradford, sroceryman, insur- 
anee avent and another perennial mayor; Georve Trawner, 
who used two chairs when he sat down; Henry (;rant who wore 
840 white Stetson hats and was Relton’s answer to ‘Ret a 
Million” Gates; Frank (fat) Leonard, a man of many [acets, 
but who liked lo loaf, and once when someone remarked that 
Edison could get by on two hours sleepa nicht, said he muessed 
he could do that too, if he eould get a full twelve hours at 
night; George Johnston, a farmer south of Belton who became 
County Clerk and afterwards Presiding Judge of the County 
Court, He liked to have someone drive him down Main Street 
and he would shout at his friends and acquaintances, Auntie 
Hook, a former slave who lived ina small house across from 
the old high school. She was the cook at Nelson’s, She brought 
me a possum dinner one Thanksgiving day; John Wilson, a man 
of dignity. 

There are so many others that should and could »¢ men- 
tioned like the pastors of the various churches, the dedicated 
public servants, the teachers in the schools and the Sunday 
Schools, and the many un-named who gave the youth of that day 
an incentive to be a good citizen of Belton and the world. 

I will elose by saying as the twenties ended the girls 
were vetting prettier and prettier, 


l. J. Weldon Jackson in 1923 at the Standard Station (where 
Ken’s is now) 2. The seventh and eighth grades 1921-22, 
Bottom row (1 to r) Rastman Cheney, Laurence Ryden, Frank 
Blair, Frances Blair, Scott Keeney, Slyvan Short, Pearl Ash- 
baurh, Mabel Mallen, Second row, Reva Crest, Emma Lou 
Muir, Hazel Ambers, Nellie Springate, Third row, Walter Gray, 
Jack Pennington, Pauline Smith, Lillian Groh, Don Bishop, 
Emma Walters, Annie Shriver, Carrie Thompson. Fourth row, 
Floyd Hostetter, Yost Rosier, Ethel Mae Middleton, Lyman 





Mattie Hook Jackson and her mother, 
Aunt Telitha Hook. 





Bishop, Callie Pennington, Marguerite Meador, Myrtle Houston, 
Helen Herron. Fifth row, Bill Houston, George Miles, Supt. 


W. E, Smith, Martha Roberts, Miss Minnie Beery, teacher; 
Paul MeWilliams and George Wyatt. 3. Henry Lacy in his 


eighties mows his lawn the hard way in the twenties, Note 
the hammock, 4. A new-found mobility was being put to use, 
despite ‘modern’ highways, Here Susan Lewis is shown on the 
way to Arkansas in1926, They campedalong the road on the way, 
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The Dorpha Daughters decorated City Hal! Park for Christmas, 1934 


The Thirties 


By Maurine Wyatt 


The depression yeurs hit Belton hard. That coupled with the 
drawhts and the devastation vuused by the grasshoppers put 
Beltom’s evondmy at its lowest eb sinee [ts founding. Geltou 
survived, as did the rest af the uation, but life wus not easy 
for a few years. Throiwh if all, though, Beltonites were active 
and busy with 4 varlety of civid projects and those that grew 
up during these years really don’t remember the bad times. 

Belton at thut tire was still considered a rurel town, 
depending on the surrduidiiue community for its business. 
Sines dericulture and busivess were at a low ebb, the town 
sulleved to the extent that tha street lights were turned off 
lu the early thirties and left off for at least three years. 
WateT was as biy a problem then as it bas been in more 
recent times, Several wells were drilled on the ©, H, Anes 
property to supplement the supply, When the Uirties began, 
G. A. Noland, was servine his third term as mayor. 

An optimistic headline in the Jan, 8, 1930, Belton Star- 
Herald proclaimed, “Belton Prosperity Gates Ajar and Parade 
Pushing In.*’ The article noted among other things that although 
farin sales had been quiet, lots of transactions in the past few 
days showed the barometer pointed to a fast recovery in land 
values. 

The Missouri Power and Light Co. had bought lots from 
Joe Brown and would soon commence the erection of a very 
modern and up-to-date steel sub-station. 

The Water Works were the primest improvement any 
town could make. ‘‘Already our people are taking advantage of 
the splendid quality of water and by spring, nearly every store 
and home in Belton will be water users. 

©*and the new Belton Hatchery, itis going to run up a great 
volume of business and shipping in large quantities all over 
the USA. It will cause postal receipts to soar here and—who 
knows— it migtt lead to a proportion that would make Belton 
a city large enough for Carrier Service. 

“Old Highway Na, 71 is full tothe brim with traffic and the 
rock ribbon is now being widened in manyplaces, bringing less 
danger fram curves and facilitating hauling and pleasure mo- 
tivity." 

E. K. Georze announced his decision to build a modern 
fimeral home (at the present site) with a chapel seating 250 
people, a basement garage and large morgue. 

A large dairy institution had taken a three year lease on 
the King estate, the telephone company was improving their 
system of lines and had plans to eventually build a new ex- 
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change building. 

The article alsa mentioned two fine cafes in Beltan and the 
sale of two farms in Belton, negotiated by Ned Brawner. One 
was for $15,000 cash and the other for $190 per acre for 30 
aores, alsn for cash. 

The sditor ended hy saying, ‘‘Look us over folks, isn’t 
Relton sitting pretty Drive up to the doer of Prosperity right 
here and rap ever so softly and vou will be heard, and ushered 
into the vestibule, and then to the main tent, the ground floor 
at BELTON, MISSOURL” 

The same paper had a notice that the Frisco Railroad 
would be selling tickets at two cents per mile beginning Feb. 
1, Later that month, the city hall pieture show, run by Ben 
Hill, announced admission prices were being lawered to build 
up better attendance, 

Atd also in that issue, the editor had reprinted the fallow- 
ing Irom an ad in the Saturday Evening Post, written by Carl 
Laemmie, the motion picture magnate; 

“In g country over-flowing with wealth, the present belief 
in ‘depression’ is ridiculous, People whohave money are hang- 
ing on to it. WHY"? People who haven't uny and are out of jobs 
are the sufferers, If you have money, during this period of 
depression, let go of it. SPEND IT!! Don’t be niggardly or 
cowardly or selfish,” 

By the next year, in March, 1931, the newspaper had 
changed its tune somewhat, It commented that the majority 
of towns and cities were lacking in the spirit of citizenship 
and local elections. It urged every citizen to become an 
ACTIVE citizen. An ad for used cars by Hill & Trog listed a 
1926 Ford T Sedan special at $80 and a 1926 Ford T Coupe 
for $60, New Fords were selling for $430 to $630, 

The familiar Main Street scene was altered in February, 
1932 when the coal and grain buildings belonging to A, F, 
Miller were wrecked by fire. The fire department under 
the direction of James A. Lewis was successful in saving some 
of the buildings, In April an attempted robbery of Citizens 
Bank was made around midnight. The nightwatchman, Mr. 
Savave was ordered into a car and driven around, later re- 
turned to the bank and tied up. He was relieved of $1.50, 
None of the robbers was found, Chicken thievery was also 
rather prevalent then. 

In May, 1932, the ice company announced lower rates 
and so did the Chevrolet Serviee Station, The Christian Church 
celebrated its 65th anniversary, Miss Frances G, Keeney was 
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More Than Sixty Meet In Long 
Beach Sunday—Missouri Cook- 
ing On Long Tables Has 
Last None of its Lure, 


| 
{(Speelal Correspondence.) 
The fifth Ielion, Mo., Picnic was 













held in Bixby Park, Long Beach,, 
Calif., on Sunday, May 2. More} 
thun sixty persons answered the’ 
inVitutions to attend and all had 
a wonderful time in that beautiful 
park, i 

It was a perfect Southern Cali- 
fornia day and the City of Long 
Beach had an orchestra ta enter- 
tain the crowd. Credit for the pic- 
nic is due to Mrs. Lex Roberts who 
always arranges the details, makes 
the reservations, and forwards the 
invitations to every Belton resident 
in Seuthern California. Evyeryone 
is invited to the next one to he held 
at the same place the first Sunday 
in October. If you expect to be 
in California at that time please 
let Mrs. Roberts know at her ad- 
dress, 719 South Greenleaf Avenue, 
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Candidate for the Democratic 
Nomination for Probate Judge 
of Cass County 






Subject to the Democratic Primary, Tyesduy, Aug. 7, 1924 





mistress of ceremonies. Wrestling matches were being held 
at the old Golden Rule Garage. Castle and Alden were to battle 
for honors in the two best out of three match; Kelley and 
Hugevins were in the finish match, and Vest and Tandley were 
to meat in the time limit match, 

The Dee, L, 1932 issue of The Star-Herald announced that 
the Bank of Cleyeland in southern Cass County had closed its 
doors, The closing was reported as voluntary and that a srad- 
aol wlthetrawal of funds and the inability tocolleect on collateral 
eoused a feneral loss of business, The Camp Fire Girls 
pad elected the following officers; Nellie Muir, president; 
Freda Walker, vice-president; Ilazel Marie Blocher, treasurer 
and f. Carolyn Idol, reporter. 

W. A, Holloway of Helton, who was Cass County treasurer, 
was named revenue clerk in the Anditor’s office at Jefferson 
City, ‘he paper noted that it was the first state Democratic 
‘plum’? coming to Cass County as a result pf the change in 
state administrations. 

At the end of 1933, the city financial statement showed 
receipts to the general fond of 38,425.27 and disbursements 
of $5,860.68 not counting $2,000 which was placed ina sav- 
ings areount at two per cent interest, 

The second railroad serving Belton (The Leaky Ruof) was 
discontinued in 1935, due to a drop in shipments and the fact 
that the two lines nearly paralleled ole another, 

An interesting note still appropriate during these years 
was the City Council considering the repairing and painting 
of the hitchracks next to the Croquet Court. These were 
heeessary for the use of farmers during bad weather when 
they bad ta depend on their horses fo be able to get to town 
for supplies. 

Entertainment in Belton during the thirties were baseball 
and softball rames played by town teams; the movie house af 
eity hall, particularly with the advent of ‘‘talkies.” As was 
the case in mest rural commuuitles tle school functions were 
the drawing veoler for seers] entertainment. There was 
always in evidenes, a great school spirit. The Nelton Volunteer 
Fire Mepartment presented a minstrel show in April, 1934, 

A ?**Miss Helton’? was selected fo participate in the fes- 
tivities surrminding the opening of Municipal Auditorium in 
Kansas City. The Lions Club and the Girl Scouts ware organ- 
ized in Belton for the first time. 

Il was suggesled during these years that Belton had nég- 
lected giving the proper recognition to the fact that Carry 
Nation was 2 native of the Belton area and buried in the Belton 
Cemetery. The town of Eureka Springs, Ark. was converting 
the former llatehet Tall into a prohibition shrine in her mem- 
ory. The home was built and used as 2 school for unfortunate 
boys and girls during her life time. It was suggested that a 
highway marker be placed near Belton in her memory. 

The public library had its start in Belton during the 
thirties. A community dinner was held in the Lasley Grocery 





The Belton Bridge Club in 1933. Front row (1 to r) 
are Eldean Wyatt, Leota Scroggins, Elizabeth Star- 
ner, Elizabeth Jones, Back tow, Dorris Hundley, 
Ella Mae Turk, Elnora Fay and Kathleen Hankins. 
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W. D. Harrison and his son, Jack, members of Bel- 
ton's business community in 1939. 


building and 150 people vathered. Jude G, J, Smith was mas- 
ter of céremonies and he introduced Mrs. Carlton Logan who 
discussed The Value of a Public Library,"’ She had given a 
series of book reviews in homes in Belton prior to the meet- 
ing. Wilbur Wyatt led the singing and Mrs. F, S. (Laura) 
Turner, president of the PTA acted as chairman of the ar- 
raugements for the meeting, She was assisted by Mrs.L. V. 
Bumgardner, Mrs. Walter W. Crow, Mrs. Jack Rynolds, Mrs. 
John Jonés, Mrs. Charles Henderson, Mrs. Russell s, Mal- 
len, Mré. E. D, Nethaway, Mrs. C. E. Walker, Mrs. Carl 
G. Rydes, Mrs, R. I. Holloway, Mrs. Nelson Mullen and Miss 
Mary Essig. The project was estimated to cost S800, and 
2150 was raised at that meeting. The library was officially 
opened in July, 1936. The opening ceremonies featured a 
program of band music, readings by Mrs. Betty Broucher 
and a solo by Mrs. £. S. Wilhife. 

The library was located in the Cunningham building on 
the cround floor, Later in the year, it was visited by Dale 
Carnegie, who presented a donation, 

By the later years in the thirties, Belton’s economy had 
taken an upturn, New businesses had come to Belton during 
these years, among them, Fay Hardware, Dryden Drug Store, 
and Fleetwood Chevrolet, The Grace Company had been 
brought ta Belton in 1937, through the efforts of the Chamber 
of Commerce and many individual citizens. The company 
provided eniployment for many local peuple. 

Tha Works Progress Administration (WPA), also had 
projects going in and around Belton, including the building 
of lakes surrounding the town. Lakes were buili on the Allen 
Mullen farm and the Belden farms near Jaudon. Private 
lakes were built on the William Hargis farm and the James 
farm, later known as the Kessinger farm. Toray it is the 
site of the Valley High residential development. 

Farmers were looking forward to obtaining electricity 
through the Rural ¢lectrification Administratian (EA), 

4 community center was being proposed for Belton in 
1936, and a new theatre opened in Belton in 1937 at the 
present site of Citizens Bank. W. .. Aradford was elected 
mayor in 1939 for the third consecutive time, 

Citizens Bank and the Bank of Belton, which had been 
accepted in 1933 for membership in the Federal Deposit 
insuranes Corporation, set up by the federal government 
to guarantee deposits, showéd assets of $184,014.10 and 
$236,132.16 respectively in 1939, 

The city financial statement in March, 1999, showed 
receipts in the veneral fund of $16,494.62, almost double 
the 1933 figure. 

Belton had weathered the storm and things were look- 
mg up. 
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Members of the Belton High School Band at the American Royal in Kansas City in October, 1938, Pictured 
are first row (1 to r) Sara Meador, John Reeves, Bobby Roberts, Bobbie Steinbrueck, Bobbie Campbell, 
Jerry MecCulloh, Jimmie Mullen, Bill Holloway and Jim Campbell. Second row, unknown, Alice Turner, 
°° Dimoush, unknown, 7? James, Bill Mosby, Frank Turner, Rosalie Beem, Wanda Groce, Third row, 
George Spear, Jr., Bob Meador, Mrs. Steinbrueck, Jun Steinbrueck, Shirley Reynolds, David Lusley, 
Sam Birk, director; Chester Meador, Harold Zumwalt, D. N. Groce, ?? Shields, Frances Mav, Betty Nelson, 


Mrs. McCulloh, Enid Olson and Mary L. Jones. iar = 
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Members of the Pleasant Prairie School Rhythm Band that 
tied for first place at a Street Fair in Harrisonville in 1932. 
Members are front row (1 to r)Gertrude Coombs, Lillian King, 
Gleen Hughes, and Mae Groh. Back row, teacher Eunice Brown 
Groves, Jennie Hughes, Leora King, Ernestine Hockaday, Vir- 
ginia Brennan, Marguerite Johnson, Bill McBeath, Walter 
Groh, Edward Brennan and Helen Brennan, 





Members of one of Belton’s 4-H Clubs in 1933, 
were these girls. Shown (1 to r) are Emma Lucy 
Wales, Gladys Huggins, Fay Higgins, Emma Jane 
Reeder, Virginia Nethaway and Helen Bishop, 
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Donors 


The following pages contain the names of individuals and 
businesses whose donations helped make possible the pub- 
lication of this book. 


We and ghn Van Brunt, Jr., Kansas City, Missouri 
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Centennial Boosters 


Mrs. Sallye Scott Hill, Kansas City, Missouri 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin C. Adams, Jr., Kansas City, Missouri 
Mr. and Mrs. Baker La Mar 

Mr. and Mrs. Everett E. Wade 

Belton Lions Club 

William B. Fullerton, Kansas City, Missouri 
Mr. and Mrs. William V. Powell 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Blair, Jr. 

Griggs Home Furnishings, Owen Stidham, Mer. 
Airways Liquor 

Faye Higgins Leader, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Mr. and Mrs. F. 8. (Duke) Turner 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl T. Barr 


First Baptist Church of Belton 

Emma Mae Reynolds 

Mr. and Mrs. Gail Dunkin 

Xi Kappa Gamma Chapter - Beta Sigma Phi 

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Saultz and Tim 

Midge’s Apparel Shop - Jim and Midge Huckshorn 
Dr. and Mrs. James P. Miles 


Reed and Janell Harris 
Mr. and Mrs. Clement S. Bertolino 


Delmar and Juanita Wayman, Cleveland, Missouri 
Belton Christian Church 


Belton United Methodist Church 


Weldon and Olive Jackson 
Jacquie - Jeff - Jim 


Dr. and Mrs. Peter W. Berger 
Hal - Melissa - Laura - Mark 
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Centennial Sponsors 


MR. AND MRS, LEO MOSBY 
AND JIMMY JOE 


MR. AND MRS. ROBERT LEE STARK 


MR. AND MRS. CLAUDE C. KEENEY 
DEEPWATER, MO. 


MARY CATHERINE SAMS 


THE WILLIAM WILSON FAMILY 
ADAMS RUN, S. C. 


DR. AND MRS. ARNOLD EVERSULL 
(SUE SCOTT WILSON) SHAWNEE MISSION, KANS. 


MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM E. SEYFRIED AND FAMILY 
WEBSTER GROVES, MO. 


MARY K. CHAMBERLAIN 
MR. AND MRS. JOHN C. PERRY 


ROYAL NEIGHBORS OF AMERICA 


Cc. lL. AND BLANDEAU PEEK 


MR. AND MRS. ED BRUNNER. BOB, GARRY, 
DAVID, DANIEL, CINDY, LINDA, REBEKAH 


FIREMEN’S LADIES AUXILIARY 


BERNIECE ALDERSON WEADOCK, 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 


Xx! GAMMA PHI CHAPTER 
BETA SIGMA PHI SORORITY 


MR. AND MRS. ELDON S, MILLER 


MR. AND MRS. THOMAS H. KEENEY 


MRS. A. F. (MARY) HUNDLEY 


ETA NU CHAPTER 
BETA SIGMA PHI! 


BELTON JAYCEE WIVES 


MARGIE AND KENT DIMICK 
AND FAMILY 


FRANK AND WILMA BENJAMIN 
JERRY AND FRANKIE 


MRS. BYRON T. SHUTZ 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 


FRANCIS AND FRANCES GORE 
PAT AND KATHY 


BELTON UNITED SUPER 
CAGE AND CARNEY 


MR. AND MRS. A. L. DODSON 


MR. AND MRS. GLENN R. KREISEL 
BARBARA AND GREGG 


MRS. MARTHA HARRELSON JAMES 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 


MRS. JESSE J. MOSBY AND ROBERT 
FRED AND MARY ALICE YEAGER 
BELTON CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
MRS. DEAN SHUBERT 

CLINTON AND DORIS LONG 

HERBERT AND GLADYS MEADOR 
BELTON SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB 


MR. AND MRS. J. W. WEAR 


JIM AND JOAN SHIELDS 
JENNIFER AND JULIE 


MR. ANO MRS, CLIFTON FRANK 


CARL AND HELEN HENDERSON 


ETHEL M. HODGSON, PECULIAR, MO, 
(FOR HER PARENTS WILBER AND ETHEL MOORE 
LAWRENCE — DESCENDANT OF CARRIE NATION) 


MINNIE J. ZUMWALT 


MRS. MILTON H. TWENTE, SR. (HATTIE) 


DR. AND MRS. THEODORE HIGGINS AND MARK 
GRANDVIEW, MO. 


lOTA P| CHAPTER 
BETA SIGMA PHI 


BERNICE COLLINS 


MR. AND MRS. TED R. BEEGHLY 


MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH J. MAURER 
MICKI-KATHY-MARY JO- ED-PATTI 


OWEN LUMBER CO. 


MR. AND MRS. REGINALD M. FAY 
MR. AND MRS. A_ IVES REID 


MR AND MRS. JERRY WRIGHT AND FAMILY 
(NANCY CAMPBELL, GRANDDAUGHTER OF DAN IDOL) 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 


JAMES R. CAMPBELL (FATHER OF NANCY WRIGHT 
HUSBAND OF NANNIE IDOL, BELTON, MO 


Centennial Sponsors 


ETHEL A. SEBA 


DR. AND MRS. E. L. MONTGOMERY 


MRS. GEORGE W. WYATT, JR. 


FRED AND CHARLOTTE LININGER 
DONALD-RONALD-STEVEN 


SHIRLEY LININGER 
SUNRISE TERRACE COMMUNITY IMP. CORP. 


MR. AND MRS. HARRIS METHENY 
AND GLENN 0. METHENY, RAYMORE, MO. 


MR. ANDO MRS. BEN BLOOM 
KANSSS CITY, MO. 


MR. AND MRS. FRANK MOSBY 
MR. AND MRS. JACK FLEMING 
MR. AND MRS. WAYNE A. HARRIS 


MR. AND MRS. B. A. MC CAULEY 
LAURA AND DANA 


MAXINE HENDERSON MOORE 


CHARLES WENDELL HENDERSON 
MARY AND BILL BARKER 

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT V. POWELL 
NELLIZ ALDERSON MC DANIEL 


MR. AND MRS. JAMES L. BARTIMUS 
MR. AND MRS. HENRY MUCKE 


GINGER TERRIL 
(GRANDDAUGHTER OF J. B. CAMPBELL) 


MR. AND MRS. CHESTER MEADOR 
MR. AND MRS. JOE BROSEGHINI 


LILLIAN RUSH — TRI-CHEM 
WEEKS JEWELRY 


MR. AND MRS. ROBERT WALLACE 


MR. AND MRS. DAVID D. FOOTE 
AND LANEY 


MINNIE WYRICK 
MR. AND MRS. LLOYD LAW 
RUDRCFF HEATING AND AIR CCNCITICNING 


MR. AND MRS. ROBERT E. JONES 
MR. AND MRS. DUANE E. HYLTON 
MR. AND MRS. RICHARD QUINN 


MISSOUR! BETA BETA CHAPTER — ADK 


BRUCE YOUNG 
OVERLAND PARK, KANS. 


BELTON CHURCH OFCHRIST 


MR. AND MRS. KENT STROOTMAN 
ANO FAMILY 


REV. AND MRS. RICHARD PERSON 
AND FAMILY 


BOB AND CHARLENE TUNNELL 


WILFRED BRIOGFORTH 


HARRY AND ETHEL JACOBY 


MR. AND MRS. J. W. MC KINLEY 


DOROTHY AND BARKER LANE 
AND SANDY 


MARY AND BILL LAFFOON 
AND BRENDA 


GARY AND RUTH GARRAHAN 


MR. AND MRS. EDWARD B. THOMSON II! 
BRADLEY AND MICHELLE 


PAUL PANEK 
LAURA MEINERSHAGEN 


GEORGE H. AND GENEVA ADAMS 
DIANA-WESLEY-KATHLEEN 


MR. AND MRS. J. T. DEAN 

MR. ANDO MRS. JESS K. CATLIN 
MR. ANO MRS. CARL D. GUM 
KATHLEEN YOUNG BARNES 
MR. AND MRS. OWEN STIDHAM 


LEONA ALDERSON RUSSELL 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 


S AND S SKELLY SERVICE 
BOB AND LAURA SEVY 


BELTON SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB 


CHURCH OFCHRIST 





The Carl Ryden Shoe Shop at 417 Main. now the Little Shirt Co. 


Boots and Shoes 


Belton's first shoe shop was opened in 1885 by John Hyer, 
In 1889, Hyer bought a lot from W. M, Colbern and erected one 
of the first brick business buildings. 

Two other early shoe men were Brinnon and Flesher, The 
exact date these men started in business is unknown, Carl G, 
Ryden bought this shoe business on August 2, 1910, Ryden, 
who had migrated from Sweden, learned his trade there, He 
hand-made shoes for a number of years and was a master 
repairman. He had come to the United States in 1892, became 
a United States citizen in 1898 and married Nella M. Anderson 
in October, 1903. The Ryden’s had seven children, four of whom 
are still living. The oldest, Dr. George H. Ryden, Weatherford, 
Okla., has recently retired from Weatherford State Teachers 
College, The second, Carl E. Ryden, was an engineer with the 
Federal Aviation Agency when he diedin 1955. He was assistant 
engineer for the construction of the airportnowknown as Rich- 
ards-Gebaur AFB. The third son, Dr. Laurence L, Ryden, was 
a research chemist with Dow Chemical Company, Midland, 
Mich, He is credited with the development of rubber-based 
paint, the first product sold commercially being ‘Glidden 
Spred,"” Dr. Ryden’s trials and tribulations in doing research 
with latex, the base product used in the paint were written up 
in the December, 1958 Reader’s Digest. He had joined the 
research staff of Dow Chemical Co, in 1987 when he was 29, and 
not long out of the University of Dlinois, For eight years, he 


studied latex, a sticky, usually white fluid, found in many 


Belton's other shoe shop, owned by J. C. 
Hyer, was located at 416 Main, now the of- 
fice of Or. Ben Z. Abella. Jim Lewis is the 
driver of the wagon.. 


places in nature, commonly in dandelions and milkweed, He 
had determined it was a possibility as an ingredient for paint, 
He was still working on it unsuccessfully in 1949, when he was 
stricken with polio. A few months later, flat on his back in an 
iron lung, he was dictating experiments for his staff to try in the 
lab, After ruling out one unsuccessful approach after another, he 
finally hit on the answer. He added achemical stabilizer to his 
paint which corrected the problemshe hadencounteredand also 
left him with an odorless paint, 

Dr. Ryden never saw the full ramifications of his rubber- 
based paint. He died in 1954 from an infection resulting from 
his bout with polio. 

The fourth Ryden son, Harold, died when he was six years 
old. The fifth child, Evelyn Ryden Thomas nowlives in Eureka, 
Calif. where she and her husband are teachers in the public 
schools, The sixth child, Dorothy Ryden Elkins, lives in Ray- 
town, Mo, where she is assistant vice-president at Raytown 
Federal Savings and Loan Assn, The seventh Ryden, Donald, 
has recently retired from the United States Air Force with the 
rank of Colonel. 

In April, 1972, some sixty-two years after his father began 
business in Belton, Don Ryden returned to Belton and opened 
the Don Ryden Realty Co, a few short blocks from where his 
father was originally located. Carl Rydenservedhis customers 
for thirty years before his death in 1940, He is pictured above 
with his sons George and Carl in 1910, 





Richards - Gebaur Air 


Force Base 





Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base is located between Belton 
and Grandview, 17 miles south of Kansas City. 

In 1941 a group of farms was acquired by Kansas City 
for use aS an auxiliary airport. The acquisition of land con- 
tinued until 1952, 

Today Richards-Gehaur comprises some 2,300 acres. 

During World War II, President Harry §. Truman utilized 
what was then called Grandview Airport, to visit his family 
during trips away from the White House. During the ‘*Kaw 
River flood’? of 1951, Grandview Airport was used by com- 
mercial airlines unable to operate from the Kansas City 
Municipal Airport. 

The Air Defense Command leased the airport from Kansas 
City for use in air defense operations in 1952. Kansas City 
voters approved a charter amendment which authorized the city 
government to a convey Grandview Airport to the United States 
Government in 1952, 

In January, 1953, the Air Force accepted responsibility for 
all land, existing buildings and other facilities, Air Force per- 
sonnel and material were moved to the base in February and 
March, 1954. 

On June 24, 1955, Kansas City formally conveyed the 
property deed and title to the United States Government and 
on Noy. 4, of that year, Headquarters USAF in Washington, 
issued General Order No, 91, Section V, proclaiming Grandview 
Air Force Base a permanent Umtea States Air Force in- 
stallation. Ceremonies designating Grandview Air Force Base 
as Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base were held on April 27, 
1957. 

The base was named for Lt. John F. Richards, left above, 
and Lt, Col. Arthur W. Gebaur, Jr., two Kansas City fliers 
who died in military combat. 

Lt. Richards died September 26, 1918, the first pilot 
from the Kansas City area killed in combat in France in World 
War | and Colonel Gebaur was killedinaction over North Korea 
August 29, in 1952, 

The dual name of Richards-Gebaur was selected because 
the careers of these two officers link the history of the Air 
Force from its infancy in World War I to the modern age of 
jet warfare. 


Each was born and reared in Greater Kansas City of which 
Grandview is part, Lieutenant Richards held the Silver Star 
with one Oak Leaf Cluster and the Purple Heart, He was shot 
down while engaging a superior force of enemy aircraft in the 
vicinity of Verrones, France. 

Colonel Gehaur held the Distinguished Service Crass, 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with four Oak Leaf 
Clusters and the Purple Heart. He completed 99 combat 
missions for atotal of 188 combat hours prior to his death while 
on a combat mission over North Korea. 


The Air Force Communications Service (AFCS) assumed 
command of Richards-Gebaur AFB on July 1, 1970, moving 
its headquarters here from Scott AFB, Ill., where it had been 
located since 1958. The change in locations was necessitated 
by the merger of AFCS andthe Ground Electronics Engineering 
Installation Agency (GRETA), with the resulting need for more 
headquarters space, 
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a 
Mayor J. Wayne Willey welcomes Col. Aubrey Gas~ 
kins, base commander, to Belton in July 1970 
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FORTIES 


By Leo Mosby 





For Belton the 1940's were years of not only the Great 
War’, but of (he progress the community made following these 
trying years. 

The Belton Chamber of Commerce was a leader in spon- 
soring improvement in the community. The first project under- 
taken was the house to house mail delivery, The project involved 
the installation of street signsandencourazing citizenste place 
street uumbers on their homes, All of this was completed ina 
very short time due to much hard work by many people. The 
next project in 1946 was to secure a Memorial Park for Relton 
which was completed during that year, The Chamber continued 
the frive for improvements and the major accomplishment 
was the installation of lights on the athletic field In 1948. Other 
organizatlons have continned the work through the years and tt 


kkk 
1940 


In 1840 the main problem facing our elty coulicil was the 
shortage of water. Only one well supplied the town and water 
was being hauled from Outer Belt, The situation wasn’t helped 
when the mercury dipped to a low of 20 degrees below zero. Ice 
and snow covered the ground. 

W. R, Meador purchased John 1,, Sams interestin the Sams 
and Meador Drug Store. Sams had been in business for 35 years 
in Belton, 

Leroy Dodson, a naval cadet al Pensacola, Fla.,in a letter 
to the Star-Herald in deseribing Mis solo hop encowntered [og 
and tad many worried. minutes before getting back to base. 
Hobson was one of the first to become a member of the Armed 
Forces from Belton. 

The schoel bond vote for 38,000 carried and tearing down 
of the old building just west of the high school resumed, The 
rebuilding of @ new science and art puilding was expected to 
be completed by September. 


4 





Soon aller completion of the new science and art 
building, now a part of the Walnut St. building. 


Belton High School placed first in the Suburban Speech 
Contest against six other schools in this area. David Lasley, 
Mary Loutse Jones and Chester Meador placed high in the 
individual honors, Beltonalso won the commercial contest, Tak- 
ing part wers Ralph Couner, Sara Meador, Ben Herr, David 
Lasley, Chester Meador, Fred Campbell, Virginia Nethaway, 
Enld Olson and Nancy Campbell, 

Additional honors were won bythe Belton commercial team 
at Columbia by building up 77 points and caming home with the 
state championship. Augusta Mae Fitchandthefirstfour named 
above came home with Gold Cup Honors. 

The Belton business men formed the Belton Boosters Chib 
a forerunner of the Chamber of Commerce. Rassell Turk was 
elected club president, 

The Belton City Council received Word that a WPA grant 
had been approved in Washington to install a new water line 
from Outer Belt road to the oity mains. A fifty per cent grant 
was to be received for the $36,000 project. 

In a school benefit basketball same Jack Drvden Sr, hit 
20 points to lead the “Fats over the “Leans'? 38 to 18. 


has hecome 2 showplacein Belton During the 40's the chamber 
was also a great booster of Christmas decorations and tnvsl 
insistent that all businesses Should decorate, The organization 
supported mony other projects during those years. 

The Belton American Lefion Post was reorganized in (he 
middle 40's and their main projects was the promotion of 
baseball and basketball for all ages, The town teams of both 
sports betame the strongest of all teams in this area antl 
many capacity crowds attended these games, The annual 
Christmas tournament held at the high School gym was the 
biz sporting event of the year, Bellonalways made 4 creditable 
showlng In this event, The example set by the post has bean 
continued by sports minded people through the years who have 
seen the need for a stron youth program. 
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The fing) note of the year was on December 21, The new 
water line was completed and Mayor Bradfordturned the valve 
on filling the water tower once again. 


1941 


tn the general city election A, ves Reid was elected Mayor 
of Helton. Dr. H. Ll. Bussong andj. 1h. Lacy were elected alder- 
man. G, G, Steinbrueck and Russell Turk were elected to the 
school board. 

James W. Mosby, a longtime resident of the [High Blue 
community died In March, Mosby had served as a school 
board member for 40 years, 30 ofthem in the High Blue School. 

Those receiving number | ratings in the Suburban Music 
Festival included Alice Elkins, soprano solo; Batty Crow, 
alto; Ralph Conner, harlfone; Francis Steinbrueck, corneal 
solo; Mary Jane Mullen, violin salo. 

7, L, Thompson was elected president of the Belton Booster 
Club succeeding Richard George. 

Dick Gochnauer was the highest ranking of the 156 FRA 
students who received State Farmers Awards. Hé planned to 
snter inthe American Farmers Degree contest. 

The first 300 came to he bowled at the Belton alleys was 
rolled by Boone Kinnison. 

Phil Evans, KMBC farm Seryice director was the principal 
speaker at the Future Farmers Banquet. The chapter accepted 
Evans, Frank Blair, Jr., Alfred Gochnauer, J, W, Robie and 
Maurice Robie into the organization as honorary members 
for their support and interest in FPA, 

Robie Brothers Feed Co. started work on a new elevator 
that was badly needed by the community, 

Clff Parks, Jake Thompson and Temple Forrest were tak- 
ing a active part in reviving a baseball team for Belton, ‘The 
diamond was to be built east of town. 

Resulls from the Cass County Tennis Tournament had Bill 
{dol and Francis Steinbrueck winning ths Boys Doublesand in the 
Girls Doubles the winmers were Ruby Limpusand Mary Lucille 
Wales. 

Kansas City was making final plans to secure the ground 
Just west and north of Belton for a super airport. Price of the 
land would min $165 to $180 per aere. The Pickering farm 
was being considered but city officials felt that it was too 
tar from Kansas City. 

Belton schools served hot lunches for the first time under 
the WPA provram, The cost of the well balanced meal was 
ten cents. 

The bombins of Pearl lfarbor had the same effect here 
in the Belton area as the nation, Word was received by Mr, 
and Mrs. W, F, ‘Turner that their daughter Jane had arrived 
safely in Hawaii and that she and her fiance, Ensien Leroy 
Dodson were married on the 14th of December. Both came 
through the bombing untouched, Gilmore Bradford, a civilian 
stationed in Hong Kong, cabled he was safe, and Jack Cox was 
a SSaman serving on the USS Oklahma, reporfed sunk at 
Pearl Harbor, No report had been received from him. 
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1942 


The First Red Cross War Fund was held in January, The 
goal was $250, a total of $286.25 was raised. 

In Tlarrisonville a organization of Legionnaires niet to set 
up anaircraft warning service for Cass County, Belton also went 
under war time basie and moved the clocks ahead one hour. 
AU merchants said they would abide by the new time schedule 
except one merchant who claimed he was not going to fall in 
line. No report was given on what merchant it was, but it is 
very doubtful if he held out for three and one-half years. 

Pauline Bumgardner was the first Belton woman to enlist 
in the Armed Forees, She was a county health nurse befare 
entering the Navy Nurses Corps. 

The tire rationim: had been taken very seriously by some 
people. The Frank Blair, Irs. were sporting twonew bikes. No 
one has seen Mrs. Blair shopping on her bike, but Frank 
uses his to go to and from the bank, The blue and white bike 
cap is described as a very hol number. 


The city election was very quiet with Paul Wyatt and W, F. 
Burkhart being elected alderman and C, J, Fleetwood and Lee 
Tucker winning on the school board election, 

A Girl Scout Troop had finally been organized in Belton 
under the leadership of Mrs. Ralph Lamar, The 30 girls have 
been divided into four troops. Assisting Mrs. Lamar was Rosa 
Lee Beem, Dorothy Kratz, Jean Dryden and Mary Jane Mullen. 


After many years of waiting and lots ofbumps, mud, detours 
and what have you—the Highway Department started work on the 
West Belton Road (now 58 Highway), Plans were to widen and 
pravel the road. The new national speed law of 35 miles per 
hour will be set for the new road. 

Bob Steinbrueck in a Boy Scout ceremony at Edison Hall 
in Kansas City was presented the Ragle Scout medal, the highest 
award in the Boy Scout organization. Bob was the first Belton 


youth to receive this honor. 
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The new mayor of Relton was W. F. Burkhart. Burkhart 
was pro-tem of the city council and withthe election of A, Ives 
Reid as county representative to the State Legislature he had to 
resign as mayor, 

k. 8. Willhite had converted one of his ice storage rooms 
into a modern locker plant. Willhite announced he would also 
cure and cut beef and pork. Many housewives took advantage 


of the ‘‘quick-freeze’’ system, 

Frank Votava moved into the Belton area after purchasing 
the Home Lumber from Sterling Stewart, Frank Austin still had 
at active part in the management of the yard. 

The Belton Booster Club elected Frank Blair to head the 
organization for 1943, The club voted to purchase flags to 
fly over the honor roll plaque at the city park, 

With the shortage of help and the war work, Cliff Parks, 
after a number of years of operation, closed Park’s Cale. 

In the city election A, F, Hundley was elected mayor of 
Belton. He was unopposed. Dr. H, L, Bussong and W, R, Woods 
were elected alderman. In the school board election Wayne 
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Pennington, M. E. Lomax and Dr. F. C. Denney were elected 
to the board. 

Alice Elkins appeared on the ‘Amateurs for America”, 
over radio station KKN. Miss Elkins gave a short talk on the 
purpose of buying War Bonds and ended the program with 
singing popular musical numbers. She was accompanied on the 
piano by Edna Olson, 

The city council voted to startremodeling the offices in the 
city hall building. The building had recently been occupied by 
The Grace Garment Company. Mart Jacoby had been added as 
a new employee to serve as parttime marshal and in the water 
and street department. 

The paving of runways for the new Grandview Airport had 
started, The first week nearly 4,000 feet ofthe 10,000 foot run- 
way was completed. 

Vernon Griggs, superintendent of the Belton Schools was 
alected president of the Central Missouri District Teacher 
Association in Warrensburg. Over 2,000 teachers were in 
attendance at the convention. 


- ih - 


1944 


Paul Wyatt and W. ¥, Burkhart were re-elected aldermen 
and encountered opposition toe a new ordinance that all ald- 
fashion canopies on Main Street were tobe removed. The safety 
factor seenied the main reason for the ordinance, The appear- 
ance and work that was done on Main Street later indicated the 
law was enforced, 

Jobn W. Wear of Calboa, Missouri took over his duties as 
manager of the Belton~Raymore exchange of the telephone 
company. 

Torrential rains in April hit Belton and the loca! area 
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John Wear, right, with A. L. Mulegren, Mayor George 
Spear, Cliff Parks, W. M. Naylor and Kathryn Rider, 
chief operator, al ground breaking ceremonies in 1947 
for a new telephone building. 


with ten inches of rain, Considerable flooding and heavy dam- 
age was inflicted, 

Cliff Parks was elected chairman of a newly formed 
board to organize youth baseball in Belton. Other members 
were J, H. Bredehoeft, Lee Tucker, Ed Miller, Orville Law- 
rence and Gwynne Coomes, Managers of the four loca) teams 
were Frank Mosby, L, V, Bumgardner, Coomes and Lawrence. 

Cliff Parks at the Parent-Teacher meeting gave a resume 
of the summer baseball program activities and outlined a 
basketball program for the boys during the winter months. He 
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The class of 1944 in their junior year, First row, Vivian 
Steele, Irene Porter, Buddy Wood, T. D. Hendrix, Maxine 
Whitaker, Betty Coomes, Margaret Turner. Second row, 
Bud Letzig, Bill Mosby, Glen Smith, Mrs. Ramey, Bob 
Steinbrueck, Mike Denney, Warren Zion, Jimmy Campbell. 
Third row, Catharine Olson, Lorraine Sheehan, Henrietta 
Gray, Bob Perry, Bob Hankins, Vernon Peek, Billy El- 
kins and Ed Fleetwood. 





CRAPTEA 


The 1943 - 1944 group of FFA. Top row (1 to r) Billy E1- 
kins, Bob Bishop, Bob Perry, Vernon Peek. Bob Hankins, 
Raymond Shields, Cecil Taylor. Second row, Allen Run- 
yon, Kenneth Groh, Dean Chappell, Robert Walton, Bud 
Letzig, Bob Hadsell. Bottom rew, Bob Thompson, Bill 


Barnett, Eddie Shelton, Junior Wales, Donny Paul Daul- 
ton and Bob Henderson. The teacher is Jack Kroeck, 


emphasized a need for a girls program and the need for 4 
Teen Town in Belton, 

Teen Town was organized shortly afterwards und proyed 
highly successful —games and dancing became the most popu- 
lar entertainment at the club. As always dancing was frowned 
on by a certain group, but the editor wrote that all people 
might just as well accept the morern day entertainment of 
Our young people, and that it is not like the old days, 


1945 


Lt. Warren Ruch servin¢e with a arivauce unit in Italy was 
wounded but was now able to be up and around. 

The City of Belton had a new firetruck, at least new to the 
city. A 1923 Dodge had been purchased from Mexico, Mo. 

Set. Bob Miller, reported missing in action, was returned 
to his outfit — through the underground it was understood, 

Temple Forrest, a Belton citizen was sworn in as Sheriff 
of Cass County. He was the second to be chosen from Belton — 
Roy Mosby served as sheriff in the early 30's, 

Lt. Fred Campbell, a prisoner of war in Germany, wrate 
his parents and asked them to draw $50 from his account and 
donate it to the Red Cross. He said Red Cross packages had 
heen getting through regularly te the prisoners, 

Frank Hundley was re-elected mavor of Belton and W, R, 
Woods and Frank Blair, Jr., aldermen, In the school board 
election Frank Mosby and Lee Tucker were elected. 

The Belton High School Commercial Team placed first 
in their conference meet held at Grandview. Martha Jane 
0’ Dell won first in typing, Jewel Shelton first in shorthand and 
Robert Miller first in bookkeeping. 

Belton, as well as the nation, mourned the death on April 
12th of President Franklin Roosevelt and Missouri native 
Harry §. Truman became the thirty-third president of the 
United States. 

Word was received from the Adjutant General’s affice 
that Lt. W. B, Huggins was missing in action over Germany on 
April 7. 

Word was received by the Keeneys and Campbells that 
Tommy Keeney and Fred Campbell had both heen released 
fram prisoner of war camps and were expected home the Jast 
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of May. 

The city fathers announred July 4th they had sold th city 
jail, so everybody would have to abide ty the law since Belton 
didn’t have a local ‘‘klink."’ Plans were to remodel the back 
section of city hall, 

The war's end was the headlines of the August 16th edition 
of the paper. The announcement in Belton was followed by a 
parade of cars led by the firetruck over every street in town. 
Then afroupofboysand girls starteda parade marching around 
town singing Army, Navy and Marine songsandin general hay- 
ing a good time, 

A sure sign that the war was overcane with the announce- 
ment that for the first time since the start of war, ice cream 


could be bought in the balk. Artie Jee Cream Company made 
the announcement. 

Belton liad 2 wiriner in ‘*Mike’* Groh, sono! Pvt. and Mrs. 
Waller Grol, who won the bonor of being the ''Prethest Baby" 
at the Pleasant Hill Fair. 


The Belton Booster Club had reorganized and G, G, Stetn- 
brueck was elected president. Goals of the elub included ab- 
taining a new post office, relocating 71 Highway, building of new 
homes and Christmas decorations. 


The powerful girls high school basketball continued their 
winning ways with Frances Mosby leading the team. She scored 
20 points amainst Grandview and 44 points against Garden City. 


1946 


The Relton Booster Clab changed its name tathe Chamber 
af Commerce ani became a member of the national organiza- 
tion, 

Col, Ray Sims joined Col, Roy Jotinston in the field of 
auotioneering In Belton. He came highly recommended from 
the Reppert Schoal of Auctionsering, Decatur, Indiana. 

Chester Meador, mail carrier, after many years of fight- 
ing the mud, had purchased a war famous *‘jeen” to make his 
dally rounds. 

The Juoior High Sasketball Tournament drew capacity 
crowds for three nights as Center Juniors copped the tourney. 
Che Parks, chairman, with assistance from Lee Tucker and 
Leo Quick were commended for their effort in having sucha 
sueccessiul event, 

The Belton Chamber of Commerce took the first step in 
getting house-to-house delivery of mail with the erecting of 
street siens, Plans are to erect signs at each intersection. 
Main Street parking came under discussion as well as the 
possible hiring of a night watchman, 

Plan were mae to re-organize a Belton American Legion 
Post either by reinstating the old charter or by applying for a 
new one, 

Final plans to form a baseball league of ex-servicemen 
age were completed with Raymore, Pleasant Hill, Cleveland, 
Harrisonville, Grandview, Lee’s Summit and Belton attend- 
ing the meeting, 

Paul Wyatt and W. F. Burkhart were re-elected aldermen 
and the Missouri Public Service Company electricity franchise 
was passed after numerous defeats, 

Belton High Schoal won the Mid-West commercial contest 
held at Grandview, Individeal winners were Louise McMahon, 
shorthand; Martha Jane O'Dell, typing; George Elkins and J, D, 
Stafford, bookkeeping, ‘The following week at the district meet 





in Warrensburg the same Belton individvals won the event, 

The mixed chorus of the high school under the direction of 
Mrs. Vernon Griggs performed at the Easter Cantata held at 
the Methardist Church, The soloists were Jimmy Mullen, Junior 
Wales, George EJkins, Naney Thomson and Jackie Powell, 

The Chamber of Commerce in their rerular meeting 
elerted Roy Whittington, president. G, G, Steinbrueck, past 
president had done much lo rebuild the Chamber into a active 
and hard workine organization, 

The first large shipment of horses from Belton occurred 
when Dick Aldridge sald over 300 head of horses to be shipped 
to Europe. The load required 13 railroad cars. 

The forming of the new American Lerion Post of Belton 
was completed with the election of Warren Ruch as com- 
mander. Bill Powell and Gwynne Coomes were firstand second 
vice-caommanders. Thirty men attended the meeting, 

The first load of 1946 wheat was received at the Robie 
Brothers Elevator. Herb Catron brought in the first load 
which tested 60 pounds. William Trollinver from Stilwell, Kans. 
brought in the first load of oats which tested 34 pounds, 

The Chamber of Commerce appointed a committee of Jack 
Weeks, M. E. Lomax and Frank Votava fo try to finda site for 
a city park large enough for baseball fields, shelter houses 
and picnic area, They hoped to purchase if through public 
donation, Thev reported that the job of installing street signs 
had been completed, 

The first wrestling match in many years was held in 
Belton sponsored by the American Legion Post. A local man 
Sammy Feeback was featured in the main event. 

Belton’s first horseshoe tournament was held at the city 
hall park in September with 16 participants. The games were 
two out of three with Marion Vest, Lea Mosby, Paul Handley 
and Richard Allen Wales going downtothe semi-finals. Richard 


The Belton Merchants Team in 15946. 
Shown are back row (1 to r), Jun Stein- 
brueck, Bob Campbell, Jack Miller, Leo 
Mosby, Chick Wilson, Joo Weis, Russ 
Feeback, Junior Coomes and Gwynne 
Coomes, manager. Front row, Bolivar 
Laurence, Tommy Keeney, Bill Carter, 
Jim Reynolds, Bud Letzig, Bud [dol and 


Jackie Wilson, bat boy. 





The Homecoming Queen contes.ants in 1946 were (1 tor) Jane Gregg, Pat Perkins, Irma Dean Meador, Joan Quick, 
Marilee Kratz, Joan Savage, Helen Mosby and Dorothy McKinley. 


Wales defeated Paul Handley in a very close match in the 
finals. 

The celebration of 50 years of service by rural mail car- 
tiers was held in October. The first carriers started in Belton 
in November, 1902. Those that had carried in Belton were: 
Claude Matheny, Ed Barr, John Jones, Frank Shackelford, 
Claude Lofland and Ed Hitzelberger on Route One, and on 
Route ‘Two, Will Lawrence, Charles Casper, J, 0, Gochnauer 
and Chester Meador. 

Newly elected officers of the Belton American Legion 
Post were; Bill Powell, commander; Nelson Mullen and G, C. 
Coomes, first and second vice-commanders; J, Weldon Jack=- 
son, financial officer; Leo Mosby, adjutant; Carl Brown, his- 
torian; E. H, Hitzelberger, chaplain and Chester Meador, ser+ 
vice officer, The post planned to sponsor a basketball town 
team that winter, 

The Harrisonville Memorial Hospital was dedicated in 
October and patients were received onthe 29th. Dr. H, A. Tracy 
was a4 member of the staff. 

Elected Queen of the Football Homecoming game was 
Joan Quick, Her attendants were Dorothy McKinley and Joan 
Savage. Joan was presented to the crowd by Bill Carter, cap- 
tain of the team, 

The Chamber of Commerce Park Committee selected 
a site for a city park just north of railroad tracks and at the 
intersection of Commercial andSouth EastAve. The ground was 
owned by A. Ives Reid and the committee believed they had 
arrived at a fair price for the land, The Chamber also decided 
to sponsor the Christmas decorations. 

Final tribute was paid to £. J. Feeback, a lacal boy who 
died in December at Hines Veterans Hospital in Chicago, ff, J. 
contacted Hodgkins disease while serving with the Armed 
Forces in New Guinea in 1944, 





E. J. Feeback 


1947 


The year 1947, started off with increased burglarizing of 
local merchants. Dryden Drugs had suifered two losses of $2,000 
and $4,000; Benson Lamber Co., $500 and Mucke’s Welding 
Shop, $150, 

Following the heavy losses due to burglary the Chamber 
of Commerce by public subscription placed a night watchman 
on duty. Leo Mosby, a former Marine, washired as a full time 
patrolman, 

The Chamber of Commerce took an option ona tract of land 
on the east side of town for a city park, Public donation was 
used to purchase the site, The front part will be used as picnic 
area and the rear part for baseball, football and other parts of 
a youth program. Plans also called for a park board to be set 
up to govern the growth of the area. 

Mrs, Emma Longshore, a local rug maker, started work on 


her 185th rug. Mrs. Longshore was well known for her talent 
and was one of the happiest and busiest woman in town, 

Back in 1924 the Turner Brothers Dairy started operating 
in the Belton community and after 23 years they decided to quit 
the dairy business. Bill Turner continued to deliver milk 
purchased from Sunrise Dairy and F, 8, ‘*Duke’’ Turner con- 
tinued general farming. 

The park committee was authorized to place a down payment 
on the new park. Donations were foing well and it was now a 
reality. The first park board was appointed by the chamber. 
The five-man board consisted of Jack Weeks, Bill Powell, Jim 
Miller, G. G, Steinbrueck and M, E. Lomax, The board had the 
power to handle all construction and planning of the park. 
Plans called for the building of a baseball field. The park was 
named Belton Memorial Park in honor of those that gave their 
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Donna Gilby drew the name of Alfred Gochnauer as win- 
ner of the new car that was raffled off to raise funds for 
the purchase of Memorial Park. The car was donated by 
Fleetwood Chevrolet. 


lives in the two world wars. 

The American Legion Post sponsoredthe Junior andSenior 
baseball teams during the summer. Reed Harris managed the 
Juniors and Leo Quick the Seniors. 

For the first time in many years the city election was a 
spirited affair. George Spear was elected mayor, Dr. John 
McKee and W, D, Harrison, aldermen, 

Belton High School won additional victories at Warrens- 
burg when Helen Mosby was first in typing and George Elkins 
first in spelling, Miss Sarah Thomas was their instructor. 

Newly elected officers of the Chamber af Commerce were 
Richard George, president; Jack Dryden, vice-president; R, M, 
Fay, treasurer and Dale Neal, secretary. 

In a special city election J, W. Kennemer was elected 


alderman to replace Fred Burkhart who had moved out of the 
ward. 

The park board announced that grading had been com- 
pleted and work started on the football field and the newly 
farmed Gun Club was allotted a space in the last part of the 
park. 

Bill Sharp a local umpire turned professional and worked 
in the KOM League. Bill worked his first game at Pittsburg, 
Kans. 

The Belton Baseball Town Team opened the season against 
Pleasant Hill. They joined the Missouri-Kansas League with 
eight teams making up the league. _ 

Improvement continued at the park with volunteer labor 
building picnic tables and avens and work started on the back- 
stop for the new baseball fields. Jack Dryden, president, 
requested citizens fo donate roses, evergreens and trees. 

Belton Legion baseball had a regular starting line of Ed 
Pugh, catcher; Junior Coomes, pitcher; Russell Feeback, 
first base; Jimmy Reynolds, second base; Bill Mosby, third 
base; Leo Mosby, short stop; Bill Carter, Jun Steinbrueck, 
and Bud Letzig, outfield. The team captured eight wins 
against one defeat to lead the K&M Baseball League. 

Tommy Keeney in a special election was elected new al- 
derman to replace Dr. John McKee who had moved to Okla- 
homa, 

The local Belton Baseball team defeated Louisburg 5-0 
to win the championship of the Missouri-Kansas League with 
a 12-2 record. Cleveland was in second place with an 11-3 
record. 

Warren Dial was elected to lead the American Legion 
Post during 1947-48. Henry Dryer and A. W. Letzi¢ became 
vire-commanders. 

The park board was authorized to erect gates at the en- 
trance to the new park which can be locked when not in use. 
A public auction was planned to raise money to be used on 
the athletic fields. 

Warren Dial, commander of the Belton American Legion 
Post, announced that the organization planned to build or 
remodel a permanent home. The building was to be avail- 
able for all civic groups and available for rental, 





The girls basketball team and the Midget team for 1946 - 47. Shown with Coach Share are back row, Joan Quick, Charlene 
Hankins, Helen Mosby, Dorothy McKinley, Betty Borden, Nellie Meador, Front row, Peggy Osborn, Pat Weeks, Virginia 


Hendricks, Tywana McClain, Marilee Kratz and Catherine Holloway, The boys are Louls Beem, Bernie Peacock, Bobby 
Jack Elkins, Clyde Hadsell, Tommy Tucker, Buddy Roberts, Jack Dryden and Harold Smith. 
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1948 


The first tree donated to the new park was a silver maple 
planted near the entrance to the park, It was given by the 
Derpha Club. 

Winners in the Christmas Decorations sponsored by the 
Chamber of Commerce were: Home Decoration — Wayne 
Osborn, first; Dick George, second. In the business houses, 
a Dry Goods first and Belton Beauty and Barber Shop, 
second, 

What was described as a high tornado struck Belton 
with winds reaching 80 miles an hour. The bwister did not 
touch the ground and damage was minar. It struck on New 
Years Day. 

The first of Belton's war dead, Pfe, Jerry Webber, was 
returned for reburial at the National Cemetery at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kans. 


The Belton Star-Herald came out in favor of forming ath- 
letic conferences for the high school. The larger schools 
Such as Lee’s Summit, Ruskin, Raytown, Blue Springs, Center, 
Pleasant Hill and Harrisonville would be in one group. The 
smaller schools such as Belton, Grandview, Greenwood, Lone 
Jack, Oak Grove and Grain Valley would form the second 
group. 

In the city election Paul Wyatt and Fred Phillips were 
elected aldermen and Jack Weeks and Leo Quick were 
elected to the school board. 

At the meeting of the Chamber of Commerce executive 





At left, the class of 1948. Back row, Bill Denney, Bob 


Hendrickson, Harr 


Spear, Dean Chappell, Clifford Wall, 
Bill Borden and 


ichard Hankins. Front row, Dorothy 


board and the park board, definite plans were made to light the 
athletic field at the park, Plans called for the erection of light 
steel towers with a total of 60 Lights. Loam bonds would be sold 
to the public and money received from renting the field would 
pay off the loans, The towers arrivedthe early part of Muy and 
by early July had been set for the npening night gume in 
Memorial Park, 

The dedication of the lights for the Belton Metmorial Park 
athletie field was held June 18, Jack Weeks, who sacrificed many 
days to complete the project announced that everything would 
be ready for the game between Grandview and the local team. 

Whit Mustion, local sharpshooter won the Missouri Trap- 
shooting single championship at Elliott’s Park. Whit missed 
the first target and then clipped 195 pizeons in a row, 

Over 1,000 persons were in aftendance for the opening 
ceremonies of the first lighted baseball field tn this area, 
Frank Blair, Jr. acted as Master of Ceremonies aud at 
eight o’clock Mayor George Spear sigtialed L. V. Bumgardner 
to turn the switch, Blair then introduced Lyman Bishop, presi- 
dent of the Chaniber of Commerce who reviewed the magnifi- 
cant job that the chamber had done in raising $12,000, buying 
the ground, erading the football and baseball field, lights and 
the picnic area that was being built. 

After 30 vears of active veterinary practice in and around 
Belton, Dr. H, L, Bussong retiredfor healthreasons. Dr. BE. lL. 
Montgomery recently released from the Army, set up practice 
here. 





Wise (sponsor), Helen Wilson, Mary L. Diamond, Helen 
Mosby, Jane Gregg and Norma J. Lawrence. At right, a 
candid shot taken at the Junior-Senior banquet in 1947. 


1949 


The Chamber of Commerce held a benefit basketball game 
for the Belton HighSchool Batid uniform fund drive. Leo Quick's 
‘‘Has Beens’’ pushed through to a 29-21 win over Cliff Park’s 
‘Would Be’s’'. Kenneth Handley equipped with a brace of 
six guns refereed the play. W. P. Miller, Tommy Keeney, John 
Shawhan, Frank Blair and Jack Dryden, Sr. led the victors 
in the scoring. Dryden, Sr. suffered a disjointed finger and a 
broken toe, Nelson Mullen, Bill Powell, C, J, Fleetwood, and 
Parks sparked the losers. 

Col. Roy Johnston auctioneering a sale at the Denver 
Western Show hit anew high inthe sale of stockers and feeders, 
The champion load brought $77 per hundred, a world’s record. 

The Belton American Legion Post and Chamber of Com- 
Merce made a jointannouticement that the lighted ballfield would 


only be used by the local team sponsored by the Legion Post. 
The playing of all outside players instead of local players was 
the stumbling block. 

L. V, Bumgardner was elected president of the Chamber 
of Commerce replacing Lyman Bishop. J. A, Miller and Alen 
Olson were appointed to the park board. 

Healy Barber Shop provided additional services during the 
summer with anew shoe shine boy. Don Greenwell, Jr. known 
as the ‘‘go getter” youngster of the cammunity. 

For the first time the Belton commumity was treated to 
a special showing of television. An antenna was erected at Pay 
and Son Hardware for the viewing. Over 700 people attended 
with each lady receiving a rose. 

In the city election George Spear was elected mayor and 
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Fr, Burkhart and William Harrison, alilermen, 

Senator James Kim anounced Belton was among anumber 
of Missourl towns inder consideration for a new federal post- 
office, He said Belton would be assigned u priority number. 

([L was annouriced by E. E, Simpson, school superintendent 
that the agriculture department would be dropped. The number 
of students interested inthe course (lid not meet the requirement 
for stale aid. A course in {ndustrial Arts was to be added to 
replace it. 

The Belton American Legion Baseball continued its winning 
ways, with seven victories against only one loss. 

The American Leginn Post elected |,yman Bishop, com- 
inander; Bill Tye, Sr,, vice~commander and Charles Henderson, 
junior vice-commanuer. Bishop will replare ‘* June” followay, 

The opening of the Belton Fair wasschéduledfor August 4, 
5 and 6. Highlights were a ballvame between Belton and Grand- 
view, fhe Rodeo Kids and a horse pulling contest, 

The VF W Post installed new water fountains at Belton Me- 
morial Park. Much work had been done at the park with many 
activities being staged in the area, 

Clilf Parks was Master of Ceremonies at the Cub Scouts 
Field Day at Harrisonville, Warry Carter and Paul Wyatt served 
on the vaine committee, Belton Cubs that brought home first 
place awards were: 50 yard dash, Donnie Ketteman, Wol! Rand 


and Terry Reynolds, Rear Rank, three-legged race (father 
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Henry Mucke started his welding and blacksmith Shas 2 in 1946 
in a building, opposite city hall, the present site of the Beilon 
Animal Hospital, His retirement in 1969 brought an end to an 
era of blacksmithing in Belton, 
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and.son) Gilbert and Donnie Kette man; baseball throw (mothers) 
Mrs. Gilbert Ketteman; baseball throw, Hear Rank, 
Lyman Bishop and championship haseball throw, Bob Carter, 

Frank Daulton took over the position of city marshal with 
the resignation of Kinney Feeback. The city council decided 
to make it a full time position. 

A television program debut was held in October in Belton 
with a film of Admiral Byrd's 1931 visit fo the South Pole, ft 
was noted there had been much jockeying for front raw seats 
up town at the hardware stores, 

Pete Shirk and Harold Collins rescued six persons just 
narth of the Outer Belt on 71 Highway from the high water that 
swept their car off the road during’a cloudburst. Shirk’s ear 
later was wastied away and Collins nearly drowned but managed 
to make it ta a tree. 

Sammy Feeback, former local wrestler, topk over as: 
referee at matches at Memorial Halland was featured on a Kan 
sas City station each Thursday evening. 

The American Legion Post and the local high school jointly 
sponsored a benefit basketball game with the donation going, 
toward the purchase of a public address system. 

Earl Westhoff established himself astop winner ofthe 1949 
shooting season of the Kansas City Trapshooting Association by 
winning the all-round championship, high average trophies, and 
the daily double event. 
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The 1949 seniors who played on the 
football team were front row (1 to r) 
Howard Miller, Bill Barker, Barnie 
Peacock, Clyde Hadsell and Tom Tuck- 
er, Back row, Corky Grigsby, Dick 
Yates, Walter Bishop and Jack Dryden, 
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Dick Quick and His Goat 


By Dodie Maurer 


The year was 1945... ainan from Independeuce had sne- 
ceeded to the presidency, the war in Europe was over, within a 
few weeks the atomic bomb would be dropped on Hiroshima 
ending the war in Japan and opening a new era. In Belton a 
10-year-old boy hitehed a soat to a wagon to deliver ice and 
captured the imagination ofa nation justlearning to smile again, 

The late Jack Reynolds, wha operated the school busses 
in Belton for years, used to deliver ice to a pre-relrigeration 
era Belton. In the spring of 1945, no doubt seeing the handwrit- 
ing on the wall as far as the ice business went, gave up his 
route, But there were still homes, anddrugand ¢rocery stores 
that used ice. 

Richard Quick, still a Belton resident and now living at 
200 Cambridge Rd, came to the rescue, 

He lived about nine blocks from the ice house at that 
time and was asked occasionally by neighbor to deliver several 
pounds of ice in his wagon. The tips were pretty good and twa 
weeks before school was out he decided to start a regular 
route. Before long, the trips back and forth to the ice house 
were beginning to tell on Dick's legs, so he talked his father 
into buying him a gost (named William) to pull the wagon. 

Knter now Sam Feeback, just recently discharged from the 
Army, with a pliotography studio at 1500 Wo. Scatt and the late 
George Spear, editor of The Star-Herald, Sam took a picture 
and Spear sent the story to the Kansas City Times and Dick 
and his goat and his ice wagon were the subject of a front page 
story, The picture was sent out on the AP (Associated Press) 
wires and papers in New York, Louisville, Ky., Lansing, 
Mich., Charleston, S, C., Oklahoma, Milwaukee, Wisc,, ranthe 
story and the picture and Dick became a celebrity. He was the 
subject of an article in YANK, the Army weekly in its Pan- 
American and Pacific editions; and the picture ran in STARS 
AND STRIPES, the U, S, Armed Forces daily newspaper, 
in the Paris and Southern France editions. The headlines and 
cutlines were gems in themselves: ‘*A Very Young Iceman 
Becomes an Uncontested Monopolist;” “Quick Work Doesn't 
Let Lack of Help Get Town's Goat"; ‘‘Goat-Powered Ice 


Delivery’; ‘One Iceman That Won’t be The Subjeci of Jealous 
Remarks by Husbands!?* 

Then the letters started coming, some simply addressed, 
Master Dickie Quick, Icetnan, Belton, Mo. A doctor, Phil 
H. Quick of Olivet, Mich., inquired whether Dick made de- 
liveries outside Missouri and if reduced rates were given to 
people with the same name. ‘‘If you should make a trip up 
here and liked the country and decided ta stay for a while 
I can furnish you and William quite 4 little work, [havea 
big yard to mow and quite a big garden to cultivate,” 

Tale Carnegie, A Beltonite and author of ‘‘How to Win 
Friends afd Influence People,” whose theory seemed to work 
everywhere but in his own hometown, wrote ‘You cat a three 
column headline in the Herald Tribune of New York City. You 
are probably one af the few Missourians ever able to da that. 
My congratulations, My father and mother lived in Belton for 
30 years, so J am particularly proud of you and your ar- 
complisiments, I am also proud of a Grandview boy who is in 
the White House now. Cordialiy, Dale Carnegie,”’ 

Noting that the story mentioned that Dick’s profits were 
eaten up pretty quick with milk shakes for him and extra feed 
for the goat, one woman sent himadollar for some milk shakes 
because she liked them too. 

Letters also came from a man named Dickie Quick in Fair 
Play, Mo.; from the president ofthe Western Light and Tele- 
phone Co.; from the executive vice-president of Junior Achieve— 
ment, Inc, and from Belton servicemen, Jesse Grisham, Verne 
Herrick, Jun Steinbrueck, Milton Twente, Clyde Alexander and 
others serving in Europe, 

Perhaps the classic notation was written by the man who 
sent Dick the clipping from the Louisville, Ky. paper who noted 
above the picture, ‘‘Not bad, President and Goat!” 

Sam Feeback, the young photographer who took the picture 
and who now lives in Kansas City, went on to become a top-notch 
news photographer with assiznments ranging as far as Vietnam. 
But the picture of Dick Quick and William, his goat, was the first 
of his to grab world-wide attention. 
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Public Utilities 
Telephones 


Southwestern Bell has not always been the ‘only phone 
company in town,?? Sinee the first installation 70 years ago, 
Belton’s telephones have been under ownership of three suc- 
cessive companies, 

A copy of The Star-Herald, dated Jan. 7, 1915, recorded 
‘he following account of how Belton happened to have tele~ 
phones: '*During the severe drouth of 1901 one of our old 
residents visited his home town in am eastern state, and in 
conversation with a friend was asked if Belton hada tele- 
pllone exchange, Upon being told that we didnot possess such a 
luxury he remarked that we must live in the ‘jungles.’ 

‘The following winter two stranze men came to our little 
village. We wondered what could be their mission. We had not 
long ta wait until we were informed they were representatives 
of the Austin-Inland Telephone Co, . . .”? (located in Austin, 
Missouri, four miles east of Archie), ‘*They were given 4 
cordial welcome and were given encouragement enough to justify 
them in buying lots and erecting onthem the creditable building 
which they still own and operate in. 

“One bright day in June, 1902, Miss Mattie Calvert, 
daughter of John Calvert, donned her headphone, seated her- 
self in front of an extremely small switch-board, with just 






Calvin Becker 


17 drops in operation. Thus the Austin-Inland Telephone Co. 
made its bow to the people of Belton and surrounding country. 

Mr. S. P, Byler of Garden City, was manager until August, 
1905, when he was succeeded by Bert Homan.,’? 

The first president was J. O, App, of Archie, 

Members of the company often cut their own telephone 
poles in the beginning, according ‘to a few of those early 
customers. 

The first telephone was installed in Belton in 1902 in 
the home (at 207 Second Street) of Andy Hawthorne, a dry 
goods and grocery merchant, Sam Thornton (born 1882) helped 
to install the first phone, 





Sam Thornton poses atop one of Belton’s earliest tele- 
phone poles. The Andy Hawthorne house can be seen 
to the right of the picture, 


The telephone office was in the Byler home at 210 Second 
Street where the Todd Noland house, now the Arnold F. Thom- 
sen home, is located, Some of the earliest telephone operators 
were Mary Hundley, Georgia Thomson, Rose Coomes, Aurelia 
Harris, and Florence Smith, Mrs, Hundley, stil! a resident of 
Belton remembers the night operator slept on a cot and all 
but an emergency line closed down af 10 p,m. 

The 1915 news account notes “A new Kelloge, 35D drop 
switch-board has recently been installed, with 630 telephones 
now in active use on the Belton and Raymore exchanges, 
employing seven operators, one lineman and manager, Mr. 
George App of Archie, Mo., (8 presitenl, Mr. Charlas a, 
Allen of Harrisonville, secretary, with Mr. [Toman manager. 

Later a white frame house with switchboaridandequipment 
upstairs was built on lots next to the alley on Walnut, back of 
the Bank of Belton. 

Bl Davidson remembers that he and Gryan Jones dug the 
drains for the building, 

Berl Homan was manager wntil August, 1916, when Calvin 
Becker (son-in-law of J, O, App) moved from Archie to be- 
come manager. He became genera! manager in 1925 and later 
president, 

Mrs. Carl Henderson, daughter of Recker, recalls, ‘*One 
interesting story is that Belton was without service for a brief 
time. The young son of Becker, then living in the ‘telephone 
house,’ became the yictim of smallpox. Oi course, the family 
was quarantined, and the telephone operators upstairs had to 
leave, This left Belton in quite a predicament until wooden 
stairs were built outside the house toan upstairs window tn ihe 
office. Alter that, the operators went in and out of the window, 
and telephone service was resumed, This was the situation for 
several weeks until the quarantine was Hited,”’ 

Other early-day managers included Cliff Blocker, Paul 

Limpus, Whit Mustin, and John Wear. 

The company was sold in 1933 to the Western Light and 
Telephone Company with headquarters at Clarence, Missouri. 

The next 20 years found Belton’s phone company attempting 
to keep ahreast of Innovations in service as they appeared, 

Qne such innovation, called the “new common battery 
system,"’ involved Belton directly, Early on April 29, 1949, 
Mayor George [, Spear received the following telegram: 
‘*Telepbone number 1108M@ Chula Vista w!ll be waiting for 
your telephone call thanks for the honor your honor — Edith.” 
The message referred to an important phone eall to be made 
fhat day. On May 6 of the next week, the Star-Herald carried a 
nsws item that explains the message; ‘*The long-awaited new 
telephone system for Belton became a reality last Friday 
morning at 10 o’clock as Mayor Georee E, Spear placed the 
first call to go through the new switeh board, At the other end 
of the line in Chula Vista, California, were Mrs. John (Edith) 
Russ, tha mayor’s niece, and Drs. R. M. and Gertrude McKee, 
of Belton, who are visiting intheir daughter's hame, making the 
inauguration g truly all-Belton affair," 

Increasing numbers of patrons had outgrown the *‘telephone 
house.’* Therefore, on Jand adjacent to it on the southa 
$30,000 brick building had just been completedto house the new 
system. 





The telephone building completed in 1949. 


“Two years of planuing and working and {75,000 have 
gohe into this enterprise as the Western Tight and Telephone 
Co. has endeavored to keep siep with the rrowth and progress 
of the Belton community,” the article continues. ‘'For a long 
time the old system was inadequate to care for the needs of 
the fown, The war with its scurcities held up any coustruetion 
Program. But with the return of malerials, the new setup was 
begun, aud with the future io view, (he new system has been 
desiyned fo serve normal city expaision for quite some time 
to come,’" 

Mrs. Wenderson recalls, All want smoothly until Rieb- 
ards«(Gebaur Air Fores Ylase was opened. More extensive 
service was reqiired, and Western Lijht and Telephone 
was unable to finance the increase in installations —lhus il 
berame part of the Soulhweslern Bell Telephone system in an 
exchange of territory."’ 

Southwestern Bell Teleplione Compiny came tn Helon, 
Missouri in 1953. They obtained the franchise {rom Western 
Light and Telephone Company and rehired ten pf thelr em 





Telephone company employees about 1935 included 
(1 fo r) Virginia Bullock Ray, Pauline Kearney Hons- 
ton, Katherine Rider and Pacl Limpus. 


Ployees and hired Mrs. Doris Elkins ds Service Represen- 
tative to work in the business office. 

The old office, located in a small brirk building at the 
corner of second and Walnnt, housed a small manual swilch- 
board which wos able to handle the volume of calls from the 
390 telephone stations then in Belton, All of these were of the 
old magneto type and most were the old wall type crank tele- 
phone, Private and semi-private lines were non-existent 2s 
most cyustamers were on 16 party lines. In fact, one telephone 
line that extended out to Jaudon had 25 people on the party 
line, When any one of these customers was called, the core 
ring was heard by each of the other 24 people. To place a call, 
one lifted the receiver off the hook, cranked the phones rapidly 
and hoped for the best. 

Telephone progress for Southwestern Hell, was fast and 
far reaching, In 1956, the entire Belton exchange was changed 
to a dial office, whereby one could dial their own calls, The 
newly installed equipment allowed! the customer to dial his 
own local calls and also long distance calls. This direct 
dialing system was the first ome west of the Mississippi. 

A Quilting addition was required in 1963 and the business 
office Was temporarily moved to 417 Main, For this central 
office additiim, additional land was purchased. On this new 
land was the oldest and tallest pine tree in the lerritory 
and there was quite a controversy about cattine it down. 


The new building, which remains today, was added to the 
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Rules and Regulations 


Ca.) by number only. or you may not get attention 
28 operators have no time to hual up numbers far you. 

When through talking. ring off, 

When any line gives poor service, JL Annoys Us ag well 
as. you; fit should become bad. dant make the mistake 
of supmasing thatthe Telephone Company will be annoyed 
by a complaint, “Trouble” occurs constantly in all tele- 
phone systems. The management can only remedy it 
when they know it. Let us have your Arst complaint, 

Do not allew children or disinterested parties Lu use 
or tamper with your telephone 

De not use your telephone during an electrical stern, 

(bscene or profane languaye must not he used un- 
der any clrcurnstances. 

Phones are for use of subscribers only, All otners cash), 

No attachments will be allowed ta any of our inscu 
ments or any lines connecting with us. 

Conversation \imited ta five minutes. 

We ant service. not instrurnents, All damages to in- 
struments tor subscriber's use must be paid by subscriber. 

Report all trouble to Centra) Office, and if not cor- 
rected within three days. natify the General Manager, 

Our first efforts are for fair treatrnent and prompt 
service to our subscribers. 

Operators are instructed ta treat subsoribers with 
respect and courtesy, and telephone users are required 
to GE equally as Courteous and respectful to thern 

We want your business, but we can'l give yuu Ser- 
vice for nothing, as We have no otherbusiness with wisi! 
to make the money necessary to pay operators. linerner 
etc, keep up the depreciation and maintenance and pay 
other bills. incident1o the proper handling of tne telephone 
business. which, as such, is entitled te the same cunsid- 
eration as merchandising, banking or other vocation cf life 

Rent on telephone is due the | 5th af each month We 
reserve the right to discontinue your service if rental is 
not paid by the last of the month, 

The Austin Inland Telephone Company assumes no 
liability whatever from damage for erpors or oinssiuns 
In making this Girectry 


The cover and first page (actual size) of one of Belton’s earliest telephone directories. It contained 48 pages. 


of advertisements and telephone listings.. 


rear andnorth of the existing one. The original ‘‘telephone 
house,?? then a private residence, was torn down to make 
room. 
Push button dialing came to Belton in 1968, one of the 
earliest exchanges in the Kansas City area to be converted. 
Another first for Belton was the introduction in November, 
1971 of direct dial of credit cards, and collect telephone calls, 


Mrs. Doris Elkins, William Higgins and Neil Singleton 
who were with the telephone company in 1953 are still serving 
Belton customers at 612 Walnut and almost 40 telephone people 
to serve area residents are employed by the Belton office, 

Telephone service for Beltonites has come a long way 
from the days when customers went out and cut their own tele- 
phone poles, 


Electricity 


The history of Missouri Public Service Company inthe City 
of Belton travels back to the year of 1917, for it was that year 
that L. K, Green, founder of MPS, purchased the electric power 
facility in Belton. 

Electric power was not new to Belton though, for the first 
electric lights to be illuminated in Belton was about 1910 by the 
Belton Electric Power Company. The first power facilities were 
built by John F. Newman and Burt Homan, both from Belton. 

The Belton power plant consisted of a Northern Generator 


powered by a Monarch Corliss steam engine and a Kewanee 
Boiler, 

The Belton Electric Power Company operated for approxi- 
mately two years and then in May, 1912, fohn F. Newman sold 
his one-half interest in the Belton electric power business to 
David L. Harker. For the next two years the facilities were 
operated by Homan and Harker. Burt Homan and his wife sold 
their one-half interest to Harker in 1914 making him the sole 
owner of the power plant and electric distributions system, 
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Missouri Public Service Company, founded by the Green 
family at Pleasant Hill, Missouri in 1917, purehasedthe Belton 
Electri¢ Power Plant and Distribution System from David L, 
Harker that same year for the sum of $14,215.55, When the 
company purchased the Belton system there were less than 
100 eustomers connected to the distribution system. For the 
next four years, from 1917 to 1921, the Belton system was 
operated as an independent power system praviding Belton and 
Raymore, Missouri, with electrie power, In 1921lanew 22,000- 
yolt line was builf from the then new MPS Pleasant Hill 
electric generating plant fo Belton. This was a part of the 
electric transmission system connecting the Pleasant Hill and 
Clinton steam power plants and some 56 towns lying south 
and east of Kansas Cityandenabling the small Belton plant to be 
shut down, The MPS Belton office was located in the old power 
plant building for many years until it was moved to its present 
location in 1952. Subsequently, the power plant building was sold 
ac demolished to make way for new urban grown in downtown 
Belton. 

With the community growth occurring during the World War 
II years inthe suburban communities of Jacksonand Cass Coun- 
ties, the transmission lines serving these areas were increased 
from 22,000 to 34,000 volts shortly after the war. With the 
additional growth in the Belton community caused by the 
development of Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base in the early 
1950's, the MPS electric distribution system serving the Belton 
community was expanded ata fairly rapidrate. By 1965 a new 
69,000-volt transmission line was added to serve the Belton 
Community more than doubling the electric power capacity 
for the area. By 1967 this transmission had been extended on 
to Freeman and Harrisonville creating an additional loap- 
feed and increasing the reliability of power service to MPS 
customers. 

Today MPS serves 3,087 consumers within the corporate 
limits of Belton compared to the fewer than 100 existing in 
1917. The electric transmission system serving Belton and 
other metropolitan area communities is an integral part of the 
“Highways of Power’ designed to serve the rapidly growing 
metropolitan Kansas City area throughout the decade of the 
70s. The major source of power for the area is generated 
at the 500,000 kilowatt MPS generating station on the Missouri 
River at Sibley, Missouri, and continuity of the system is in- 
sured by interconnections of other power companies through 
the 345,000-volt tie line to the Mokan pool in the states of 





us 
‘ * - 


Scaffolding Surrounds the brick chimney which replaced 
the one shown on the Missouri Public Seryice Company 
electric power plant which was located across from city 
hall, A later picture appears on page 26. This one was 
taken probably around 1920. 


Missouri and Kansas and neighboring power companies to the 
east. The new Sibley Generating Station is 1,000 times larger 
than the original SOOKW generator installed at the MPS plant 
at Pleasant Hill which began supplying power to Belton over the 
transmission line built in 1921, The original 500KW generator 
is on the front lawn of the MPS General Office Building in 
Raytown, Missouri 


Gas Service 


Gas service in Belton dates back to 1902, when the Scott 
and March Land and Cattle Company leased to Revenue Min- 
ing Oo., land in Sec. 14, Twp, 46, Range 33, for the purpose 
of drilling wells to find natural gas. The original lease was 
dated March 21, 1902 for 15 years for the consideration of 
$1, according to land office records, The first pipeline ex- 
tended from the farm, along Mill Street to the corner of West 
Avenue (now Scott Ave.) and turned north tothe railroad track. 
According to Mrs. Grace Van Brunt of Kansas City, grand- 
daughter of George W. Scott, all the homes along this pipe- 
line were lighted and heated with natural gas. The Hixon house 
(now the Sams home, 110 Mill St.) caught fire one night and the 
second Moor burned, Not knowing how to control the gas, it 
soon gave out, but the homesalong the line were known as being 
on ‘‘Quality Hill.*” 

Other companies leased land about this time for the pur- 
pose of drilling for gas. D. W. Colbern, W, S. Pryor, D, A, 
Simmons and George Holburt, Anna Harrelson and Will and 
Hattie Burt were among those who leased land to the Belton 
Oil and Mining Co,, and the Revenue Mining Co, All of these 
transactions were in 1902 and 1903. 

Tt appears as though there was no effective means found 





“ 


Belton employees of Central States Gas Utilities Com- 
pany included (] to r) Lloyd Pugh, Jim Laswell and 
G. C. Coomes,, Sr. 


to control the gas and to service homes effectively until 1928 
when Shippey, Maddin and Parrish Co, had service in Belton. 
Ben Longshore, now with Panhandle Mastern, worked for this 
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company and mentioned the undesirability of installing sis 
lines under houses among the broken lass, There were few 
basements at that lime, In January, 1928, the school board 
entered into a contract with Maddin and Shippey Gas Company 
for (le supply of artificial or natural gas to furnish heating of 
fhe school buildings. 

In late 1929 or early 1930, the gas company name was 
changed tao Central States Gas Utilies Co., and in December, 
1930, a bill of $230.80 was paid to this company by the 
school board, apparently a semi-annual bill. 

The company became the Central. Distributing Company 
in January, 1935. Central Distributing was owned by Pan- 
handle Eastern and the offices which had been at 411 main, 
were moved to Raytown in 1941, When the move was made, the 
company was sold to Wallace Gilroy of Greenwich, Conn, The 
offices were maved to Lee’s Summit, May 1, 1943 and the 
Namie was changed to the interstate Gas Company. Gilroy 
reinained the owner of the company until the Gas Service 
Company bought the Interstate Company in October, 1947, 

At that time, Belton was one of 20 other Missouri com- 
munities and 16 in Kansas which were included in the pur- 
chase from the Interstate Company. 

When Gas Service Company began serving the city there 
were 350 customers. By December, 1971, 3,351 customers 
were being supplied with natural gas, 

Natural gas is distributed to Belton throazh the Lee's 





Sam Feeback ett) and Tom Gilby help dig gas lines in 
the area in May 1940. 


Summit division of the Gas Service Co. William Lavery is 
division manager. 

Gas Service Company, whose general offices are located 
in Kansas City, Mo., serves approximately 740,000 customers 
in Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma and Nebraska. 


Belton Cemetery 





The Carnegie family gravesite at Belton Cemetery. 


In the southwest part of the City of Belton lies a 21-acre 
area which is used by the Cemetery Association as a burial 
grounds, This area is within the city limitsand ideatly located, 

W. H. and Jerushu Colbern on June 14, 1875 sold three 
acres of ground to the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery far $300, An 
additional three acres was sold fo the Belton Cemetery Assn, 
on April 1, 1891. The location wasthe same but the association 
fame had evidently been changed sometime within the 16 year 
Span between sales, 

Monuments and stones in parts ofthe cemetery show names 
and dates of death of many of Belton's early pioneers. Some 
of the stones date back to the 1870’s, Among those buried there 
are George W, Scott, founder of Belton; George D. Hope, a suc- 
cessful lumberman; J, V, Robinson, Belton’s first businessman; 
the Blair brothers who were breeders of Shorthorn and Hereford 
cattle; J. N. and B, F. Hargis, father and son bankers, the first 
in Belton; W, M, March, a junior member of the Scott and March 
firm of grain dealers; T, T, Garnett, Belton’s first doctor and 
druggist; and James W. Harrelson prominent farmer and stock 


raiser, 

Later, Carry Nation, the prohibitionist, and Dale Car- 
negie, author, were buried there, 

“The cemetery is operated, managed and maintained by a 
Board of Directors who hire help for the necessary work of 
mowing, filling of graves and pruning and trimming of 
shrubbery. 

The present board is headed by Wallace Blair, president; 
D. George Eblen, vice-president; Richard E, George, treasurer 
and Mrs, Faye Wallace, secretary, Other members of the board 
are:Harry Meador, Dr. Jolin R. McKee, Robert E. Jones, J. 
Weldon Jackson, Miss Lena Walters, Mrs. Ernestine Powell, 
Mrs. Hazel O'Dell, Frank Blair, Jr., C. A, Balding, James N. 
Houston and Herman Tabor, 

Funds for the maintenance and operation of the cemetery 
are derived in three ways: assessments, donations and interest 
from the investments of the endowments, Repairing andresur- 
facing the roads has been accomplished recently anda program 
for planting and setting out shrubbery is being initiated, 
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Clubs 


and 


Organizations 


Through the years, Belton’s civic, social, fraternal and church groups have been 


the backbone of many of the worthwhile projects and improvements that have added 
greatly to its overall growth and progress. 
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- Beltan Masonic Lodge 


The oldest contiiuin organization in Relton is the Masonic 
Lodge, In the early part of 1472, 1] Master Masons livia in 
gud around Belton, Missouri, decidad to form a lodge. The 
necessary steps were taken according to the rules and recu- 
lations of the Grand Godge of Missouri and a petinion for vis- 
pensallou was presented om April 5, 1872, with the following 
appointed officers: George W. Scott, Worshipful Master, 
Boone T. Muir, Senior Warden and Samnel 8. Rider, JInnior 
Warden, 

Dispensation Was approved by Richt Worshipful Brother 
C, L, Mayo, District Deputy Grand Master of the 36th Masonic 
pistrict of the Grand Lodee of Missouri and approved at the 
Grand Twdge session on Aprit 29, LATS, 

Beltun Lodge under dispensation was set to work on May 
21, 1872 with the foliewing charter members tn addition to 
the appointed offierrs: William P, Crabtree, treasurer; Wil- 
liam C, Miner, secretary; George 1, Love, Senior Deacon; 
Clayton Bane, Junior Neacon; George W, Case, Seulor Stew- 
ard; Hamilton Willis, Junior Steward; Samuel 0. Muir,Tyler, 
and Thomas Trekell. 

The Grand Lodge report as Sept. 1, 1472 showed a member- 
ship of 16, having added FB, Avery, G. W, Coolay, W. Old- 
ham, R. M, Slaughter and J, M, Woods. 

A charter was granted to Bellon Lodge No, 450 on Oct. 16, 
1872 by the Grand Lodge of Missouri at the October session in 
St. Louls, Mo,, and was presented on Nov, 2, 1872 by Right 
Worshipful Brotier N, W, Given District Deputy Grand Master 
of the 36th Masonic District of the Grand Lodge of Missouri. 
At that time the election ad Installation of the following of- 
tivers for 1873 was held: Boone T. Muir, Worshipful Master, 
George L, Love, Senior Warden; Samuel B. Rider, Junior 
Warden; William P, Crabtree, Treasurer and Richard M. 
Slaughler, secretary, 

As with any new organization the financial struggle con- 
tinued for a number of years, trying to de charity work ann 
to furnish the lodge. The dues for LH72 was 25 cents par 
member. 

Qn Aug, 4, 1874 the lodge laid the cornerstone for the 
M. &. Chureh South, 

The lodge room was rented from J, V, Robinson and Son 
until January 1879 for $80 per year and in February 1879 
the lodge moved over the bank of J, W. Hargis and Son for 
$75 per year rent. 

Helton Lodee attended the cornerstone laying of (lle Har- 
risonville Courthouse on Apr. 10, 1897, accompanied by tlie 
Belton Rand, whose expenses they paid. 

Austin-Inland Telephone Co, installed a phone inthe Lodge 
ol Sept, 19, 1908 for $8 per year. 

Harry S. Truman was raised to the Sublime Degree ol 
Master Mason on Mar. 18, 1909, a5 9 member of the Belton 
Lodge. In 1940 he became Grand Master of Missouri Va-ons 
and later the 38rd President of the United States. 

On April 4, 1911 Harry §. Truman and several Master 
Masons were granted permission to organize Grandview Lodge 
at bbl Missouri. Belton Lodge gave them their old 
jewels. 

During July and August of 1912, electricity was installed 
in the lodge. For the duration of World War I, $4 per meeting 
yas donated to (he Red Cross instead of having refreshments. 

Candlesticks of the Belton Lodge were donated to Archie 
Lodge in 1917. Donations were made in 1919to the relief funds 
in Europe. Carrying the coal and polishing the stove cost $1. 

A request was granted for a group of Masons to form a 
lodge at Cleveland, Missouri in 1920, 

First mention of renting a car to go to a funeral at Belton 
Cemetery Was in 1921; On November 22, 1921 the Grand Muster 
of Missouri, Most Worshipfal R, R, Krieger laid the corner 





stone of Belton Public School; In 1931 water ond gas was in- 
stalled in the lodge, 

Raymore Lodze No, 451 consolidated with Belton Lodge No, 
450 on Feb, 2, 1987, The lodge was honored by a visit with the 
Grand Master of Missouri, Most Worshipful Brother Harry S. 
Truman on Nov. 21, 1940. 

During World War TT the lodze granted the use of the Indze 
to the Red Cross and donated bandage kils. Throueh the Temple 
saa $1,000 was donated to the Belton Anibulanee Fund in 

Through the Belton Temple Assn, a finance committee was 
forined on Nov. 21, 1962. Its purpose wasto raise funds for the 
bnilding of a new Masonic Temple on eround donated hy Robert 
and Elizabeth Jones. Clande Flestwood was chairman, Other 
members were Murray Rosenthal, Cecil and Rebecca Acker~ 
man, Eldean Wyatt and Josepline Sitlington, Elmo Stump, 
Worshipful Master at that time advised the committee that 
the lodge had several thousand dollars in a special building 
fund, which, with 3850 donatedby Elizabeth Chapter No. 142 and 
the line officers, formed the nucleus of financing for the bailding 
of the Temple, 

Various projects and pledges made by members of the 
Lodge and Chapter totaled over $25,000, 

An auction held on the grounds on April 20, 1963 netted 
over $1,000 and ground was broken for the start of the Temple 
by Harry §. Truman who donated $1,000 to the building fund. 

The building debt was paid off in 1966 anda dinner was 
held to celebrate the occasion and the mortgage was burned. 

Money raised through fireworks sales and other projects 
thas been used to complete the interior and in 1971 the land- 
scaping of the front and west side of the grounds was com- 
pleted mostly through donations from Elizabeth Chapter No, 
142 and the Past Matrons and Past Patrons Club. Lights were 
installed by the Worthy Matron’s project of Elizabeth Chapter 
in co-operation with Job’s Daughters. 

The cornerstone was laid at the new Masonic Temple at 
305 1/2 No. Scott Ave. by Harry 8, Truman, past Grand Mas- 
ter, on Dee, 7, 1964 and the first meeting wos held 10 days 
later on Dee. 17, 


The lodge meets regularly on the first and third Tuesdays 
al 7-30 p.m. 

Officers for 1972 are; Patrick H. Bosley, Worshipfal 
Master; Michael J. McCann, Senior Warden; James M. Mc- 
Kneelen, Junior Warden, George A. Jnrsch, Treasurer; ahd 
Leonard Drew Laffoon, Secretary. 

The appointed pfficers are: Don Boles, Senior Deacon; 
David LeMasters, Junior Deacon; Marlon Davis, Senior Steward; 
Lynnié Martin, Jmior Steward; Clarence Mabe, Marshal and 
C, E. Darwell, Chaplain. 

Elmo L. Shimp is district deputy Grand Master of 34th 
Masonic district of Missouri. 
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Order Eastern Star 





On April 10, 1900, 25 people assembled together to form 
Elizabeth Chapter No. 142, and, by vote of these Charter 
members, the Chapter was named in memory of the late 
Elizabeth Oldham, wife of P. W, Oldham, and a charter 
member of Belton Chapter No. 217, OES, then defunct. By- 
Laws were drawn up with the stated meetings to be held on 
Twesday following the meeting of Belton Lodge No. 450, A FL& 
A.M.; but, in 1904, meetings were changed ta Monday night 
preceding the meeting of the Masonic Lodge. Presently the 
meetings are held the first and third Mondays of each month 
except during July and August, when we vacation until the third 


Monday in September. 

The Past Matrons’ and Past Patrons’ Club was formed on 
August 28, 1929, with 14 ladies present. ‘They now meet on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month at the Temple with a covered 
dish dinner and there are 39 active members at present, 

Raymore Chapter No, 154, Raymore, Ma., consolidated 
with Elizabeth Chapter on May 2, 1968, adding 24 members to 
our rolls. There are 207 members, 

Fach year, the Worthy Matron has a special project by 
which many needed furnishings have been added, such as a 
piano, secretary's desk and chair, and new lights for the front 
of the Temple. The Chapter also has bought electrica}) equip- 
ment, utensils and tableware for use in the dining raom and 
kitchen, 

While the Chapter is not part ofthe Masonic fraternity, the 
Order of the Eastern Star is dedicated to assisting them in 
promoting their objectives of Rratherly Love, Relief and Truth 
and in doing what they can for their various charitable organi- 
zations, as well as our own. 

Present officers are: Susan Machal, Worthy Matron; 
Thomas Machal, Worthy Patron; Anita Hays, Associate Mat- 
ron; Edward Hays, Associate Patron; Josephine Sitlington, 
Secretary; Paul Wyatt, Treasurer; Edna Fenley, Conductress; 
Mae Mullinix, Associate Conductress; Jane Gibson, Chaplain; 
Ilazel Groh, Marshal; Eunice Groves, Organist; Marlyn Kirsch, 
Adah; Dorothy Baker, Ruth; Anita Rimel, Esther; Annette 
Whitlow, Martha; Martha Peacock, Electa; Delores Albright, 
Warder and Orlfe Kirsch, Sentinel. 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 





Tommy Keeney 


Ada Groh 


The National Veterans of Foreign Wars granted a charter 
to 28 Belton area residents on Aug. 9, 1946, the beginning of 
Belton Memorial Post 8220, which now numbers 361 members. 
The Post held its first meetings in the Belton City Hall with 
Tom Keeney elected its first commander. 

Two years later, on May 13, 1948, an Auxiliary of 16 mem- 
bers was organized with Ada Groh as its first president. In 
order to raise money for their many activities, the VFW and 
Auxiliary held monthly ice cream socials during the summer in 
the City Park, which was then located next door to City Hall, 
The ladies made home-made ice cream and cakes and stored 
them in the Belton Home Laundry across the street, which was 
then owned by the William A. Gochnauers. They also sponsored 
carnivals on the vacant lot where the Belmo Apartments and 
the United Super Store now stand, With the proceeds from this 


type of event, the Post was able tuerect a fae pole and furnish 
the flag for the Belton Cemetery and alternate putting flags on 
graves with the American Legion, 

By this time a larger meeting place was necessary, meet- 
ings were being held in member Don Ryden’s barn on Baldwin, 
The men brought donkey baseball to Belton andthe ladies were 
busy sewing aprons for disabled veteranstosendtheir mothers 
on Mother’s Day. When Ryden’s barn was torn down to make 
room for Belmo Drive, the post began meeting above Meador's 
Drug Store, where the Belton Mini Theater is now, From this 
headquarters, the Post members installed the first drinking 
fountain in the new cify park at the end of Commercial St. Post 
and Auxiliary members filled boxes with fruitandcandies seach 
Christmas and delivered them to shut-ins and people without 
families in the community along with their Christmas carols. 

in the summer of 1956, members began construction of 
their present Post home at the west end of Vivian Rd. The 
men worked with Belton Police patrolling the streets at Hallo- 
ween, the Auxiliary donated an elm tree to the city park and 
made monthly trips to the hospital at Excelsior Springs, visit- 
ing patients and going onshoppingtrips forthem. The Auxiliary 
furnished the trash barrels on Main St,, which have since been 
replaced by the present ones donated by the Post two years ago. 

At that time, in cooperation with the Belton Garden Club, 
Post members erected the present flag pole, built sidewalks 
and furnished the flag now standing in the city park. The Post 
and Auxiliary sponsor the yearly Buddy Poppy sale, participate 
in parades with floats, adopt needy iamilies on holidays, 
sponsor Girl Scout troops, Little Leasue baseball and basket- 
ball and provide flags to schools, scouts and other worthwhile 
organizations, 

The Post members donated an ambulance to the eity for 
back up use, in a ceremony at City Hall in 1971. The Post has 
started a blood bank for residents of the community and cur- 
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rently 112 people have signed wp. In our brief history, Beltan 
has grown from a community of 900 to a town of over 12,000, 
Our present membership contains not only Beltonites, but resi- 
dents of Grandview, Raytown and Kansas City, to name just a 
few. Tt is the desire of the entire membership of Belton Memor- 
ial Post 8220 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars to be of service 
ta the community and to its needy, however and whenever 
asked, 


The 1971 officers of the Post andAuxiliaryare as follows: 
Past officers for 1971 are Gary L. Nolen, commander; Don 
Rinehart, senior yice-commander; Lonnie Loftin, junior vice- 
cammander; Rusty John, chaplain; Ray Shafer, quartermaster, 

Present Auxiliary officers are Mary Miller, president; 
Ruth Kidney, senior vice-president; Phyllis Haskins, junior 
vice-president; Barbara Loftin, chaplain; Carmen Potts, treas- 
rer; Maxine Turntine, secretary, 


Belton American Legion 


Beltow’s American Lerion Post was chartered in 1946, 
41 veterans of World War I. and U made up this group. Warren 
Ruch was one of the chiel organizers but moved from the com- 
tunity before the charter was granted. 

William V. Powell was the first cammander, Leo Mosby 
was adjutant and Weldon Jackson finance officer. This post 
had been preceded by another American Legion Post, Keeney- 
Norris which was organized after World War I but had become 
tron-existent, 

The main concery) after organziation was to find a per- 
manent home. A building fund was started and the American 
Legion’s first money raising prajects were a wrestling mateh, 
{(nilowed by public fairs, town basketball tournaments and 
variaus other enterprises, Finally a site was purchased and 
the Legion metbers built the American Legion building 
(501 Main Sl.), Qver the years it has been a meeting place 
for many groups and organizations and for the last several 
years has housed Belton’s library, 

Some of the other commanders are: Warren Dial, F, S. 
(Duke) Turner, Chester Meador, Wayne Pennington, Ben Faust, 
George Eblen, Wallace Blair, Weldon Jackson, Charley Hender - 
son, Nelson Mullen, W, A. (June) Holloway, Lyman Bishop, 
Henry Dryer and many others, 

The legion annually sponsors Boys State, American 
Legion awards to the graduating seniors and gives financial 
aid to many other worthwhile projects, including a $500 do- 
nation to the recent ambulance fund drive. 

Present officers are William V. Powell, commander; J. 





Wallace Blair (far right) and William V. Powell present 
American Legion certificates of commendation for out- 


Standing community service to members of the Belton 
Fire Department. 


Weldon Jackson, first vice commander; Wallace Blair, adju- 
tant and F. 8. (Duke) Turner, finance offiver. 


Independent Order of Oddfellows 


Sinee December 19, 1949, Belton Lodge #891 IOOF, has 
been meeting regularly in Belton. Previous charters had been 
granted for Lodge numbers 439 in 1892; 744 in 1907 and as 
number 873. For one reason or another the charters were 
dropped in 1900, 1910 and in 1935 the Lodge became inactive 
due to the hardship of the times. The last Noble Grand listed 
was J. C, Shroyer, a barber on Main Street for a number of 
years, 

In December of 1949, a group of mnenfrom the Belton area 
met with Oddfellows of the Kansas City area and the state of- 
ficers, Jimmy Tucker was Grand Masterat that time. The meet- 
ing, held in the old high sehool building resulted in a charter 
being issued for Lodge #891. It was obtainedprimarily through 
the efforts of E, R. Peters, Peter Zimmerman, Wayne Pen- 
nington, George Ashbaugh and Homer Smith. The latter three 
had been members of Lodge #873. Peters was elected Noble 
Grand, Henry R. Dryer was elected Vice Grand. 

Pictured are officers for 1972. Front row(1to r) Theodore 
Roberts, Noble Grand; Pete Schnackenberg, Vice-Grand; back 
row, Henry Dryer, secretary (a post he has held since 1952); 
Wilford Bridgforth, financial secretary and Noah F. Johnston, 
treasurer, 

The ladies organization is the Rebekah Lodge. 
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Rehekah Lodge 


” 





During Relton’s Centennial year, Rebekah Lodge No. 763 
will celebrate its 50th Anniversary. It was instituted Dec. 27, 
1922 with the following charter members: Pearl March, Mrs. 
W. J. Bradford, Pearl Shroyer, Lillie Mae Reed, Hattie Lo- 
gan, Emma Enloe and Rhoda Norris all of whom also served 
at one time as Noble Grands. Other charter members were 
Mrs. Emma Blair, Mrs. G. A, Short, Elizabeth Groh, Abe 
White, C. B, Taylor, jessie Ruch, W, 8. Bane, C. H. G, 
Sprinkle, Viola O. Jones, Bessie Alderson, V. L, Partridge, 


R. C. Alderson, Harry W. Stine, John R, Sheridan, b, 1. 
Logan, J. A. Batterton, Naomi &. Jackson, Dr. f&, D. Enloo, 
I. G. Shroyer, Grace T. Casper, Hallie /, Sprinkle, Mari- 
etta Sprinkle and Florence Smith the only charter member still 
living, 

The Lodge has had some trying timesbuthas always mau- 
aged to keep going. At present we have 42 members, some of 
whom are brother Oddfellows. (An Oddfellow in good standing 
can be a member of Rebekah Lodve.) The todge is active 
in our District and State Assemblies. The work of the Lodge 
consists of caring for members in times of need and sorrow, 
but the greatest work is helping support the Rebekah Homa 
for the Aged in Liberty, Mo. 

Three of the menibers have been past District Presidents, 
Naomi Zimmerman, Nellie Stafford and Gladys Pennington all 
of whom were also Noble Grands of (he local lode, 


Other Noble Grands who have served locally besides those 
also mentioned have been Marie Meador, Mary Jones, 
Kathrine Rider, Grace (Short) Hudson, Hinda Coomes,Orlyn 
Jackson, Kalhrine Searcy, Bertha Zimmerman, Violet Clutter, 
Edith Gross, Opal Bridgforth, Cora Moss, Rose (Glenn) 
Ketterman, Mattie Wallace, Grace MeNutt, Edith Parrish, 
Kathy Grisham,fsther Keeney , Sarah Shaw, Anna Belle 
Affolter, Alta Hundley, Edna Bullock, Irene Anderson, Gertrude 
Elkins, Mary Pitts, Etta Williams, Lila Johnston, Bonnle 
Dale, Ruby Johnston, Betty Shelton, and Velma Foote, 


The Quaker Club 


The Quaker Club came into being at a luncheon in March 
of 1940 when 12 young mothers decided to meet monthly. 

The name quaker was chosen for this friendly, quiet 
group, They dedicated themselves to the promotion of friend- 
ship, conversation and growing old gracefully, 

For 31 years the members have met each month. Loosely 
organized, they are headed by a spokesman, assistant spokes- 
man anda scribbler. No member holds office more frequently 
than once in three years, 

Many special celebrations have been held for births, and 
weddings of their children. 

We have celebrated 25th and 35th wedding anniversaries of 
all members. Four couples have celebrated their 50th anniver- 
saries. They are: Mr. and Mrs. H,H, Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. 
F, S, Turner, Mr. and Mrs, Frank Mosby and Mr. and Mrs, 
Chester Meador. 

In 1945 the husbands formed the Quaker Dads and continue 
to meet at the same time but separately from the Quakers, 

The Quaker family includes the Quakers, Quaker Dads, 
Quakerettes, Quakeroates and Quakerpets, 

The charter members were Mrs, Harry Meador, Mrs. 
Chester Meador, Mrs, Carl Henderson, Mrs, Charles 





t 


Henderson, Mrs. E, S, Wilhite, Mrs, Herbert Thompson, Mrs. 
Vr. S, Turner, Mrs. Carl Ray, Mrs. Millard MeCulloh, Mrs. 
Frank Mosby and Claude Lofland. Dr, Gertrude McKee and Miss 
Annette Maack were added after Mrs, Ray and Mrs. MeCulloh 
moved away, 

Our deceased members are George E. Spear, Dr. Gertrude 
McKee, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Henderson and Hobart Thompson. 


A.A.U.W. 


The American Association of Universify Women is an or- 
ganization that promotes the educational advancement of women, 
Its members are university and college graduates from ap- 
proved schools in the United States and its possessions. One 
of the main purposes of the organizationisto raise educational 
standards. It publishes a quarterly journal, bulletins, guides 
and research papers, Fach year it offers graduate fellowships. 

The association was founded in Boston in 1882. In 1920 
it helped to organize the International Federation of University 


Women. 

The Belton Branch of the AAUW was chartered by the 
national organization on April 7, 1960. The charter members 
Belton were: Mrs. Gearge Adams, Mrs, Lottie Bottum, Mrs. 
Homer Cox, Mrs. John Duvall, Marjorie Gordy, Glatiys Hall, 
Barbara Halsey Allard, Mrs. Homer Hann, Judy Hamomato, 
Mrs. Estell R, O'Dell, Mrs. Marshall C. Peavy, Mrs. Monte 
Peterson, Mrs. Ives Reid, Mrs, Don Seba, Lena Walters, 
Mary Wille and Eldean Wyatt. 


-118- 


The tirst president was Mrs. Charles Allard. The present 
officers aré; Mrs. Hamer Hann, president; Mrs. Judy Booth, 
first vice-president; Mrs. Nancy Rowe, second vice-president; 
Miss Delores White, recording secretary; Mrs. Audys Duyall, 
corresponding secretary; Mrs, Frederick Bush, treasurer: 
Mrs. Marshall C. Peavy, publicity; Mrs. Charles Yeokum, 
historian and Mrs. Alva Byler, parliamentarian. 

Each month the American Association of University Wo- 
men recognizes a Kelton High School senior girl, who is 
selected by the high school faculty in aceardance with recom- 
mendations of AAUW regarding the selection. Lena Walters, a 
high schoo) faculty member, has been the co-ordinator for this 
praject. At each meeting she introduces the ‘‘Senior Girl of 
the Month’? and presents the charm, given by the organization, 


as a token of recognition, The first recipient was Janis 
Thomsen in 1964, Another service project has been a $50 
stipend given the daughter or son of a member, provided they 
further their education after graduation from high school. 
The first recipient of this was Marlene Peavy in 1969, 

The Belton Branch pursiles a steady project for a period 
of two years, the project is selected from one of four being 





studied by AAUW throughout the UnitedStates. The organization 
is interested in local, national and international affairs and 
aims fo inform the members through speakers, book reports, 
and numerous study projects, A state bulletin is received 
by each member informing them of accomplishments of the 
branches in Missouri, 


Beta Sigma Phi 
Eta Nu 





Beta Sigma Phi is an organization to unite women in fel- 
lowship and friendship; to promote the cultural development 
of such members and to foster association with each other in 
pursuit of the liberal arts in a definite and concerted manner. 

Eta Nu Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi is one of four chapters 
in Belton, and was organized in March, 1957 by a member of the 
International offices traveling staff, Bonnie Griffith. The Char- 
ter Members of Eta Nu were; Helen Clark (Mrs. Howard), 


Irene Flaherty (Mrs, Donald), Patricia Johnson (Mrs. George), 
Josephine Key (Mrs, John), Oma McKay (Mrs. John), Winnie 
McMillan (Mrs. Robert), Patricia Pettigrew (Mrs. Willis), 
Margaret Weeks (Mrs. Edgar). Oma McKay was the first 
president of this chapter. An Exemplar Chapter was formed 
from the membership of the original Eta Nu Chapter in May, 
1962, leaving behind a group of new girls to carry on the 
traditions of Eta Nu, Membership in Eta Nu has been and is 
still kept at a total of 21 due to the fact that meetings are held 
in homes twice a month, Each meeting includes a cultural 
program with socializing afterwards. 

Through the years, members in Sta Nu have participated 
in many community projects such as buying furniture for the 
swimming pool; contributing toward the ambulance fund and 
participating in Homecoming activities. Some of the service 
projects have included helping needy families in the commun- 
ity, serving nursing homes in one way or another, shampooing 
hair of patients in hospitals and nursing homes and sponsoring 
the Lee Mace Ozark Opry in Belton for two years for the pur- 
pose of contributing to the Kidney Foundation. Sending Christ- 
mas ‘Ditty Bags” to servicemen is an annual project now, 

In accordance with International standards, Eta NuChapter 
has been rated a three-star chapter (highest rating)every year 
since its beginning. Pictured are Virginia Goucher, secretary; 
Dolly VanHorne, vice-president; Bey Lamb, president; Betty 
Robertson, treasurer, and Kate Nixou, civil defense officer and 
city committee alternate. 


Xi Gamma Phi 


Xi Gamma Phi is an exemplar chapter of Beta Sigma Phi 
since April 1969. It was originally chartered as a Ritual of 
Jewels chapter as Theta Gamma, on Sept. 2, 1959, Charter 
members were Barbara Allard, Mary Lou Bricker, Sherry 
Carter, Jackie Fuchs, Dana Hamilton, Mary Ann Hartzler, 
Karen Hawley, Betty Jones, Sue Knebel, Joan Lowry, Betty 
MeCully, Judy Mitchell, Aleta Mullins, Marilyn Oehlschlae- 
ger and Joan Shields. 


Present officers are: Joan Shields, president; ban Hamil- 
ton, vice-president; Katie Walters, recording secretary; Susan 
Gooding, corresponding secretary; Barbara Whitaker, trea~ 
surer and Donna Drake, extension officer, 

The club has supported a variety of civic endeavors, 
among them support for a school for the deaf in Independence, 
Mo. and more recently support has been given to a Beta Sigma 
Phi member whe has had need of a kidney machine. 
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Optimist Club 


The Belton Optimist Club “Friend of the Boy” was ar- 
ganized in Belton in 1961 and was chartered February 19, 
1962. The first president of the club was H, E, Fleetwood, 
secretary-treasurer was Carl Gum, 

Dr. Paul R, Perme is the current president, Ed Green- 
well is secretary and Jerry Plank is treasurer. 

This organization has been very active in sponsoring 
boys activities and other worthwhile projects in the com- 
munity. 

The antiual Easter pancake breakfast and the selling of a 
beef in the fall is the chief methods of raising funds. 

Breakfast meetings are held each Thursday morning at 
the Methodist Church. 

Pictured front row (1 to r) are EdGreenwell, Paul Perme, 
Jerry Plank and Weldon Jackson. Back row, Jim Huckshorn, 
Fred Busker, Charles Higman, Vernon Wille, Jim Rutledge, 
Rolf Crockett, Bill Mosby, Jim Shannahanand Charles Walters. 





Belton Belles China Painters 





The Belton Belles China Painting Club was foundedin 1967 
by Mrs. Leaphy Hulen and Mrs. Pauline Wolfe with the help of 
Mrs. Myrtle Frey, 

At that time there were 12 members, Mrs. Leona Bronson, 
Mrs. Leaphy Hulen, Mrs. Josephine Keys, Mrs. Dorothy Lane, 
Mrs. Ruth Quistgard, Mrs. Anna Stein, Mrs. Mildred Smith, 
Mrs. Faye Wallace, Miss Billie Wilson, Mrs, Pauline Wolfe, 
Mrs. Mildred Wyatt, Mrs. Ona Wyatt, and Mrs. Myrtle Frey 


(teacher), 

The elub became a member of the State Association of 
China Painters of Missouri in June, 1967 and also a member 
of the World Organization nf China ‘Painters, an organization 
whose purpose is to promote the fine art of china painting. 

The first open house was held Feb, 8, 1969 and the 
second May 8, 1971 at the Missouri Public Service Office in 
Belton, 

At the State Convention held in April 1970, the Club’s 
Book was awarded ‘*Honorable Mention” for the presentation 
of the history of the club. 

There have been several guest instructors including Mrs. 
Inez MePherson Irom Independence, Mo,, Eliride Schutt from 
Kansas City, Mo., Esther Eames, from Kentucky. Mrs. Dema 
Boy from Independence was a guest teacher two years — 
1969-1970 — but had to drop out because of illness. The group 
is looking forward to her return. 

The group is rather small now as some of the members 
have moved and one of the original members, Mrs. Ona Wyatt, 
died in December 1969. 

The group met in Leaphy Hulen’s home for four years, 
At the present time the meetings are held in various mem-~ 
ber’s homes. 

Present members are Mrs. Leona Bronson, Mrs. Leaphy 
Hulen, Mrs. Jo Keys, Mrs. Dorothy Lane, Mrs. Flossie Mc- 
Kinley, Mrs, Mildred Smith, Mrs, Anna Stein, Mrs. Faye Wal- 
lace, Mrs. Pauline Wolfe, Mrs. Irene Worrell, and Mrs. 
Myrtle Frey, teacher. 


Bits and Spurs Saddle Club 


This non-profit group was organized in 1968 to promote the 
appreciation of horses and the enjoyment of group riding. 

Charter officers were Dale Phillips, president; Cecil 
Robbins, vice-president; Sheila Park, secretary-treasurer. 
Board members were Paul Imming, Phil Barker and Julian 
Dminski, Jr. 

The group has participated in the American Royal for the 
past three years, enters parades and Grand Entry of area 
horse shows and the Benjamin Stables Annual Rodeo. The en- 


tire club belongs to the Golden Circle Horse Show Circuit, 
which encompasses a 100 mile radius from Raytown, 


The club has a yearly “Fun Show” with the Richards- 
Gebaur Saddle Club and sponsors the yearly Golden Circle 
Horse Show, 


The group, whose membership now stands at 100, isa 
family club whose activities also include trail rides, picnics, 
skating parties and social ‘*get-tozethers.”’ 
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Soon after the turn of the century 24 ladies organized into 
what was known as the Priscilla Club whose main interest was 
fancy work. The name was changed to the Dorpha Club in 
1904. 

Later, it became more of a study club and the group has 
enjoyed many interesting programs, Since its organization, the 
club has met continuously, either monthly or bi-monthly, There 
is a present membership of 14, Present membersand the year 
they joined are; Mrs. J, L, Sams (1908), Mrs. R, L, Rosier 
(1921}, Mrs. McCloud Pearce (1931), Mrs. J. Harry Lawrence 
(1940), Mrs. W. H. Kratz, Mrs. A. Ives Reid, Mrs. F, 5, 


Turner, Mrs, E. S. Wilhite all who joined in 1941, Mrs. Earl 
Barr (1962), Misses Florelice and Lena Small (1969) and Mrs. 


Dorpha Club 


L. V, Bumgardner, Mrs. Nelson Mullen and Mrs. Robert 
Holloway, 1970, 

Pictured (1 to r) are: Mrs. Nelson Mullen (secretary- 
treasurer), Mrs. Harry Lawrence, Miss Lena Small, Mrs. 
Earl Barr (president); Mrs. W. H. Kratz, Mrs. E, S, Wilhite, 
Mrs. Robert Holloway, Mrs. F. S, Turner, Miss Florence 
Smal} and Mrs. L, V, Bumgardner, vice-president. 

In 1934, the Dorpha Club sponsored the organizing of the 
Dorpha Daughters Club. Charter members were daughters 
and daughters-in-law of the senior club. Present members 
are Elizabeth Blair, Jane Dodson, Elizabeth Dryden, Elnora 
Fay, Lois Ferrel, Elaine George, Marita Knoche, Tory 
Montgomery, Lorraine Owen, Mary Catherine Sams, Barbara 
Scott, Fay Thomsen and Eldean Wyatt. 


Church Women United 


The purpose of Church Women United is ‘‘to encourage 
church women to come together in a visible fellowship ta 
witness their faith , . . and to go out together into every 
neighborhood and nation as an instrument of His reconciling 
love,” 

Mrs. Henry Mott organized the local unit of CWU in 
1965. Three observances are celebrated during the year, 
World Day of Prayer, May Fellowship Day and World Com- 
munity Day. 

The local unit supports the migrant ministry in the 
bootheel of Missouri, sew items of clothing for school child- 
Ten and make layettes that are distributed throughout the 
world, 

Volunteers serve locally in furnishing transpor- 
tation, emergency food, clothing and furniture as needs arise, 
Presently, the Crosslines program is under study and it is 
hoped it will be operational this year. 

Members of the following churches are active in CWU: 
Belton Christian Chureh, Lord of Love Lutheran Church, St. 
Sabina’s Catholic Church, Belton Community Presbyterian 
Church, Assembly of God Church, Protestant Women of the 





Chapel and Catholic Women of the Chapel from Richards- 
Gebaur AFB, Belton, Raymore and Belvidere United Methodist 
Churches. 

Present officers of the group are Mrs. Wilma McFarland, 
president; Mrs. Curtis Gist, vice-president; Mrs. Andrew Zay, 
secretary and Mrs. Edith Bumgardner, treasurer, 


Sunrise Terrace Community Impovement Corp. 


The Sunrise Terrace Community Improvement Corp, is 4 
non-profit organization chartered May 19, 1969. Members 
are from the newly annexed West Belton area and the group 
has undertaken a variety of projects in its short existence, 

They have sponsored community picnics, free trash pick~ 
ups, distributed silver maple trees to the community, paved 
their streets with hot mix provided by the City of Belton, 


cleared brush and burned vacant lots, organized youth ac- 
tivities in the area, provided ball diamonds for the area, 
sponsored a neighborhood Baster egg hunt the past two years, 
donated to needy families at Christmas, worked for the pas- 
sage of sewer bonds, donated to the Belton Ambulance Fund, 
conducted voter registration drives and have put a park at 
174th Street and South Benton in playing condition. 
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More recently, the sroup has undertaken to provide a 
community center for the neighborhood. Land has been pur- 
chased and fund raising projects will be held to bring the pro- 
ject to a successful conclusion, 





Ladies Fire 


Present officers are Bob Crane, president; Mike Jack- 
500, vice-president; Shirley Tate, secretary; Grace (Roni) 
Skivers, treasurer and Eugene Boon, co-treasurer. 


Auxiltary 


The Belton Ladies Fire Auxiliary wasorganizedin March 
1970, with a membership of 24. It was the first fire auxiliary 
in Cass County and the organizational drive was headed by 
Velma Brunner. The original officers were Jo Allen, presi- 
dent; Velya Brunner, vice-president; Janice Pratt, secretary 
and Wanda McCombs, treasurer, 

With over $1,000 raised the first year, the group has 
purchased boots, hats, [anterns, Indian punips and other 
equipment. A collapsible stretcher and mattress was obtained 
for the Belton Ambulance. In addition, the group has made 
efforts to help in assisting families who have suffered losses 
by fires and during the clean-up operations after Main St. was 
hit by a tornado not long ago, the group was on hand with hot 
coffee for the workers. Their aim is a better fire department 
for Belton, 


Royal Neighbors 


Prim Rose Camp of the RNA was organized March 6, 1901 
with the following charter members: Rose Gilham (the first 
Oracle), William A. Gillaham, Anna L. White, William D. 
Wilhite, Lillian E. Cunningham, Maggie M. Houston, Mattie 
C. Strothers, Marietta Sprinkle, Jessie L Pillow, Charles 
E. Parrotte, Zadah M. Crouch, James M. Houston, Grace 
Casper, Harry Cunningham, Minnie E. Cope, J, 8, Strother, 
M, D., Frank C. Cope, C, H, G, Sprinkle, Lizzie J. Strother, 
L, J. Strahn, and Frank Post. Charles Casper, the last of 
the charter members died August 7, 1969 at the age of 95, 

Besides Casper, the following have received 50-year 
pins: Mrs. Mary Hundley, Mrs. Pearl March, Mrs. Maude 
Hawthorne, Mrs. Edna Bullock and Mrs. Edna Chandler, 

A fire at the home of Mrs. Henry Grimes several years 
ago destroyed all the records of the club. Mrs. Grimes was 
recorder. 

During the fifties, the club had several drill teams which 
performed at various functions, The drill team consisted of 
16 members and Clarence Peacock was drill master. Mrs. 
Edith Gross and Mrs, Edna Bullock were leaders in drill teams 
for several years at the county conventions. 

Pictured are the present members (back row, Ito r) Alice 





Porter, Martha Peacock, Lottie Miller, Jotinnie Deere, Fran- 


ces Zutterman, Ruby Johnston, Mildred Walton, Edna 
Bullock, oldest member; (front row, 1 to r) Mary Pitts, Audys 
Duvall, Sharon Jeffrey, Joanne Albright (Oracle), Augusta 
Isley, and Delores Albright. 


4-H Clubs 





4-H Clubs were first introduced inthe Belton area in 1932. 
Mrs, Charles Henderson was leader of a sewing club of 11- 
year-old girls and Mrs. F. S. (Duke) Turner was leader of a 
sewing club of ten-year-old girls. During the following 16 
years, other clubs were organized, including baking, canning, 
raising colts, ewe and lamb, eutomology and accessories, 
Other leaders and assistants included Mrs. Carl Elliot, Mrs. 
Wesley McKinley, Mrs, George Ashbaugh, Mrs. Earl Miller, 
Miss Bernice Miller, Mrs. Jess Mosby and Ralph Lamar, 

Highlights of those years were the Achievement Days 
held in the building at 420 Main and in Harrisonville and the 
annual trip to the American Royal, A few lucky blue ribbon 
winners won a trip to the National 4-H Achievement Day in 
Chicago and to the State Fair in Sedalia, 


The Pacemakers 4-H Club has been a part of the Belton 
community for the past seven years. The first club charter 
was in 1959 under the name, Cleveland Club of Cleveland, 
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Mo. Berause of the many members from Belton, the club 
became the Pacemakers 4-H Club (n late 1965. 

The club has been one of the more successful clubs 
with one of the smallest list of members and one of the 
best participation records in the country. It has received 
a first or second place the last six years for communily 
improvement, We have helped a needy family at Thanksgiving 
aud Christmas for the past few years. We have picked up 
roadways far several miles all around Belton and have 
worked with the local churches in their drives for the men in 
Vietnam. 

Officers pictured are front row ( tar) Dennis Lancaster, 


P.T._A. 


A Council of PTA is a froup of local PTA units organized 
utider the authority of the state PTA for the purpose of con- 
ference, leadership training and co-ordination of the efforts 
of the local PTA units, 

The Belton Council of PTA’s was started on Nov. 21, 
1968, with Col. Ed Norem, president; Mrs. Larry Cotton, 
vice-president; Mrs. Mary Burrington, secretary and Mrs. 
Frances Griggs, treasurer. 

The council now consists of the following PTA groups: 
Cambridge, Hillcrest, Scott, and William 0, Gladden Elemen- 
tary schools. 

Pictured (1 to r) are the folowing officers and members 
for the 1971-72 school year. Mrs. Richard Dove, Mrs. 
George &. Hotz, Mrs. Leo Jeck, Mrs. Art King, vice-president, 
Mrs. Robert Hartley, treasurer, Mrs. Michael Bartlett, Jerry 
D. Sparks, John D. Watson, Mrs. Elvin M. MeCune, Long- 
view District Director, and Mrs. Gary R. Johnson, president, 
Not pictured is Mrs. Ronald Hobson, secretary. 


president; Keith Randof, game leader; Kay LaGore, game 
leader; Debbie Cotterman, game leader, Back row; Randy 
McKee, reporter; Patricia Randof, secretary; Tammy Odom, 
treasurer; Debbie Masterman, historian; Aletha Collier, vice- 
president. 

4-H has been part of American History for over 50 
years. We arehappytosay thatthe members of the Pacemakers 
4-H Club have been a part of the community for almost a 
decade of Belton’s 100 years. We want to wish you mach luck 
in the coming years to be a greatcity. We will continue to help 
the Belton community with our motto, ‘To make the best 
better.” 


Council 
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Gladden Elementary 





About one year after the opening of Cambridge Elementary 
School, a meeting was held to discuss organtzinga PTA group. 
The first official meeting was held Oct. 8, 1962. 

The original officers were Douglas Thompson, president; 
Jack Cornelison, vice-president; Mrs. James B. Swageart, 
secretary; Mrs. Jack Cornelison, treasurer and Mrs, Rus- 
sell Feeback, historian. 

The Cambridge PTA Carnival, which has become an annual 
event was held March 16, 1965, That first event cleared 
$998.91 compared to almost $1,500 at the 1971 carnival, 

The proceeds from these carnivals have been used for 
such things as landscaping of the school playground; purchase 
of fans, projector, listening centers and tapes, duplicating 
machine and installing a tornado warning system. 


Westover Road Elementary School first opened its doors 
in January 1960, That same year a PTA group was formed, 
Although the school was formally rededicated the W, O, 
Gladden Elementary School in December, 1971, the charter is 
still for Westover PTA at this time, To raise funds for the 
school an annual carnival is held. Blacktop for the school 
grounds, clocks, record players and an overhead projector 
are a few of the items purchased by the PTA for the school, 
In addition, the PTA has helped pay for tours and field trips 
taken by the different classes, 

Pictured are officers for the 1971-72 school year. They 
are (1 to r) William Morrison, second vice-president; Willa 
Fawcett, president; Andrea Eddy, secretary-treasurer. Not 
pictured is Anthony Weiss, first vice-president. 
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Qther past presidents have been; Douglas Thompkins, 
Herman Griggs, Jim Utterback, Charlotte Attebery and LeRoy 
Carter, 

Officers for 1971-72 year are; Jerry Sparks, president; 
June Hotz, vice-president; Wayna Schwartz, secretary; Rachel 
Campbell, treasurer and Linda Bain, historian. 


Hillcrest 


Hillcrest PTA was formed the year the school opened in 
1963. The first elected officers were Dorothy Looney, presi- 
dent; Elaine George, vice-president; Peggy Dryden, secretary; 
Yona McCain, treasurer and Alberta Lee, historian. 

Through the years this grouphas sponsored various money- 
making projects with the proceedsbeing usedto purchase items 
to improve the school, including fans which have been put in 
each room, 

In 1968, a chili supper was held, that was such a success 
it has become an annual event, Other projectshave included the 
sale of school sweatshirts, and the annyal class group pictures 
which are taken in the spring. 

Pictured are the present officers (1 to r top) Bill Dun- 
nam, treasurer; Keith Collins, spiritual chairman; Bob Hart- 
ley, president; Richard Hixon, vice-president; 0. Paul Ray, 
school principal; Betty Duff, projects chairman; Doris Hixon, 
membership. Bottom row: Kala Handley, budget chairman: 
Mary Oehlschlaeger, secretary; Virginia Kobiec, public re- 


Members of the executive committee include Harry But- 
ler, principal of Cambridge; Martha Bartlett, Becky Finstead, 
Ralph Cruzen, Kay Stubler, Jim Dickerson, Jean Johnson, Ar- 
thelia Pritchard, Sue Stephanie, Diane Lindberg, Kay Payne 
and Kathy Cummings, 

Cambridge PTA has 323 members. 


Elementary 





lations and Delores Collins, membership. Not pictured are 
¥vonne Hartley, hospitality and Carolyn Goffoy, historian, 


Scott Elementary 





Scott Elementary PTA isthe newest of Belton’s PTA zroups 
and was organized September 1971 when the ScottStreet school 
became the fourth elementary school due to the split shifts 
which affected grades eight through 12, 

Pictured are officers elected at the November meeting 
with Bob Gauldin, principal of Scott and director of elementary 
education for the Belton school system. Shown are (1 to r); 
Mrs. Ronald Hobson, Norma Evans, Betty Ray, Barbara Brown, 
Sharon Jeck, Bob Gauldin, Marge Jones and Marjorie Shepard. 

Officers for the 1972-73 school year are Sharon Jeck, 
president; Sherry Willey, vice-president; Edith Beeman, trea- 
surer and Mrs. Ronald Hobson, secretary. 


Belton Garden Club 


The Belton Garden Club has been active in Belton since 
1955. Officers elected from the eight women present were Mrs, 
F. S. Turner, president and Mrs. Ives Reid, secretary, 

The first of the club’s annual flower shows was held in 
September, 1956 by 15 members and an attendance of some 
200 viewers, 

Working in conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce 
in 1956, the club sponsored a ‘‘ Yard of the Week.’’ Outstand- 
ing lawns or gardens were recognized weekly from May until 
October. A sign was placed in the winner’s yard for one week. 
Eleven families were so designated that year. 

Other club projects have included, planting gardens on 
North Scott Ave., and in Memorial Park; helping the Girl Scouts 
plan Peace Park; the setting outoftrees within Belton and taking 
a tree census; judging junior high science fairs; co-operating 
with the Community Betterment program on trash pick-ups; 
sponsoring an anti-litter poster contest in the fifth grades and 
judging Christmas decorations in Raymore. 

Present officers for the club which became federated 
in 1969 are (1 to r) Mrs. Donna Wear, secretary; Mrs, 





W. G. Hoppen, vice-president; Mrs. Dorothy Looney, histor- 
ton; Mrs. F. H. Cummings, president and Mrs. Harry Owen, 
treasurer. Present membership is 14, 
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Chamber of Commerce 


Quring the early years Belton’s business and professional 
people banded together as The Commercial Club. This became 
eventually the Belton Booster Club and then during the late 
thirties became the Chamber of Commerce, As such, it was 
a leader in many civic projects, the most notable during 
those depression years was leading the effort to bring the 
Grace Company Garment Factoryto Belton. During the forties, 
they aided the effort to obtain liouse-to-house mail delivery. 

Records are not complete on the organization but projects 
that have been sponsored by the group inelude the original 
Air Foree Appreciation night which was held for the first time 
in 1954 soon after the Air Force established headquarters at 
Richards-Gebaur AFB. It was an affair, unique In civilian- 
military community relationship, The first affair was planned 
for approximately 600 people and drew instead almost 2,500 
people. The affair continued to be a highlight of Belton’s 
Fourth of July celebrations until about three years ago when 
the name was changed to Community Day. 

The Chamber has also sponsored Belton's Christmas 
lighting project through the years turning that over to the 
Belton Jaycees the last two years. 

Brochures for newcomers and other requesting infor- 
mation on Belton are supplied by the Chamber. It has sup- 





ported improvements in the city and schools and was a backer 
of the free polio vaccine program several years ago. 

Pictured (1 to r) are the present officers Russell Turk, 
treasurer; Mrs. Olive Jackson, secretary; Dr. C. F. Yeokum, 
president and Carl Gum, vice-president, 

Presidents since 1957 have included, George Spear, Jr., 
Wally Brunworth, Harold Fennema, Frank Blair, V, F, Shor- 
tino, Paul Panek, John Howard, Thad Corder, Delmar Wayman, 
Bob Smith, Vernon Mucke, J. Weldon Jackson, Jim Luster, 
Claude Fleetwood and Ed Hartzler. 


Belton Coin Club 





The Belton Coin Club was organized Jan. 28, 1969 to 
bring together adults and young people who had an interest 
in numismatics, The original officers were Virginia Bronson, 
president; Charles Wales, Jr., vice-president; Jean Mills, 
secretary and Thad Corder, treasurer. Members decided the 
junior members should have their own officers and the follow- 
ing were elected: Duane Miller, president; Tom Walter, vice- 
president; Alan Jacobs, secretary and Ken Walter, treasurer. 

The club immediately became affiliated with the American 
Numismatic Assn, and has participated in national and local 
numismatical programs by presenting exhibits and talks; by 
entering competitive exhibits in area shows and participating 
in National Coin \eek activities, 

The club has evolved into a basically junior club but 
membership is open to anyone with an interest in coins, Cen- 
tennial year officers are pictured. Second from left, back 
row, Tim Saultz, president; Mark Gerlach, secretary. Front 
row, Dan Cotterman, vice-president and Bruce Terhune, 
treasurer. Also pictured is David Cotterman who won a mem-— 
bership prize at the election meeting. 


Camp Fire Girls 


The present Camp Fire Girls started in Belton in the 
spring of 1963 although a group was active as early as 1919, 
Mrs, Dorothy Ward and Mrs, Dixie Higgins started the pres- 
ent group with the assistance of Mrs. Joyce Appel and Mrs. 
Jean Hangley, 

Two groups of the Blue Birds were formed. Belton was 
organized again in 1969 by Mrs. Connie Vogel with the as- 
sistance of Mrs. Joanne Albright when three groups started — 
one group of Blue Birds and two groups of Camp Fire Girls, 
By 1970 there were three groups of Blue Birds and two groups 
of Camp Fire Girls. 

Then in 1971 all four grade schools were organized by 
Louise Paul, There is now a membership ofapproximately 160 
girls from the Belton and Richards-Gebaur area, with six 
Blue Bird groups and five Camp Fire Groups, There is also 


one group of Junior High girls. 

Belton is part of District TV of the Kansas City Council of 
Camp Fire Girls, Ine. Blue Birds are first, second and third 
grade girls. Camp Fire Girls are fourth, fifth, and sixth 
grade girls. Junior High consists of seventh, eighth and ninth 
grades. Camp Fire does have a program for Horizon Club 
Girls consisting of tenth, eleventh and twelfth grade girls 
but none are active in Belton at this time. 


The Blue Bird program consists of fulfilling the Blue 
Bird wish. The Camp Fire program teaches the girls things 
they will need later in life on a continuous up-daled basis, The 
Camp Fire programis gearedto maintaininga girl's femininity 
and yet introducing her to the fun of out-of-doors, The cos- 
tume colors are red, white and blue. 
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Alpha Delta Kappa 





Beta Beta Chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa was installed 
on February 14, 1965 in Belton Missouri. The charter members 
were Betty (Hendrix) Frank, Alice Cox, Betty Jo Ferryman, 
Joyce Fink, Vivian Greener, Andretta Lowry, Ethel Rushing, 
Marie Franklin, Eleanor Hamby, and Jimmie Kirby. There are 
15 active members in the chapter at the present time, 


High Blue Club 


The High Blue Extension Club was organized at the High 
Blue School in September, 1933 by Laura Turner and Louella 
Henderson, members of the Belton Home Improvement Club. 
The members lived in the area and were patrons of the school. 
The first president was Blanche Reeder, Hazel Mosby was 
secretary, There were nine charter members, six are still 
active members, The present president is Flossie McKinley 
and membership now stands at 13, several of whom are 
daughters of former members, 

The club has made many donations to both Mercy and 
Harrisonville Hospitals; furnished leaders and sponsored 4-H 
Clubs; been involved in the annual County achievement Day, 
and participated in county fund drives and activities of the 
school, until it was consolidated with the Belton School district 
in 1953, The schoolhouse burned in 1961, Tripshave been made 
to interesting places and buildings inthe surrounding area, The 
club meets monthly in the homes of its members, with pro- 
grams on a variety of crafts and the projects sponsored by 
the Extension Department of the University of Missouri . 


The purposes of Alpha Delta Kappa are: 

A. To give recognition to outstanding wormeneducators who 
are actively engaged inteaching, administration, or in some 
specialized field of the teachiny profession. 

B. To build a fraternal fellowship among women in the 
teaching profession which will add to their effectiveness in the 
promotion of excellence in e* cation. 

C. To promote fhieh standards of educafion and thereby 
strengthen the status and advancement of the teaching pro- 
fession. 

D. To promote educational and charitable projects ani 
activities, to sponsor scholarships, to further and maintain 
worthy standards in the field of education, and fo co-operate 
with worthy community programs relating to education and 
charities. 

Pictured are (he 1971-72 officers. They are (Ito r) Chris- 
tine Carr, president; Vivian Greener, vice-president; Betty 
Frank, corresponding secretary; Delares White, historian; 
Jerlene List, treasurer and Joyee McCann, sergeant-at-arms 
(not pictured is Florence Hartsotk, recording secretary.) 
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Members in 1950 included back row (1 ta r) Mildred Wal- 

ton, Flossie McKinley, Hazel Mosby and Laura Turner. Front 
row, Anna Miller and Grace Ashbaugh, 


Belton Lions Club 


The Belton Lions Club first organized in May, 1936, oper- 
ated for five years until 1941, It remained idle until 1953, when 
it was reorganized and has been active ever since, 

Accomplishments of the club through the years are impres-~ 
sive, covering a wide range of activities, They organized one 
of Belton’s first Boy Scout troops in 1937, sponsored work of 
the 4-H clubs, presented a registered Hampshire gilt toa 
Future Farmers group, led in street lighting and decorating 
through the Christinas holidays, set up a welfare committee 
ta give baskets to the needy at Christmas, sponsored a water- 
melon feast with Dale Carnegie as cuest, provided several 
pairs of eyeglasses for those in need, had warning signals 
placed in school areas, aided the Red Cross and conducted 
a safety program, before the club disbanded in 1941, 

Since its reorganization, the club has organized softball 
teams, erected Lions Welcome signs, constructed a bus shel- 


ter on Highway 71, assisted with the naming of streets and 
numbering of houses in preparation for city mail delivery, 
held teen dances, served food at Air Force Appreciation night, 
sponsored Halloween parades, placed trash barrels in Belton 
city park and have adopted rest homes in the area for visits 
and gifts at Christmas time. 


In the last few years, the club has promoted its eye- 
safety program and continues to be an active civic group in 
Belton, sponsoring various fund raising projects throughout 
the year, 


Present officers are Jack Fleming, president; B, K, bam- 
eron, second vice-president; Bob Perry, third vice-president; 
Jerry Romig, secretary~treasurer; Joe Gurley and Bill Powell, 
directors; Dave Attebery, tail twister and Charley Shoemaker, 
lion tamer. 
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Senior Citizens Club 





Celebrating ifs third birthday in April, 1972 was the 
Belton Senior Citizens Club, The first officers were Bernice 
Collins, president; Mazie Meador McKee, vice-president; Clea 
Crow, secretary and Blanche Schaffer, treasurer. The charter 
members were Edna Bullock, Mayme Harrison, MaryHundley, 
Gladys Pennington, Minnie Zumwalt, Julie Holmes, Mary Cun- 
ningham and Era Marshall. 


The non-denominational group is open to anyone sixty 
years old or older, The purpose of the club is fellowship, 
programs, travel, fin and to get acquainted with other senior 
citizens and to be of service to them. Meetings are held the 
fourth Thursday of each month in the Fellowship Hall of the 
Belton United Methodist Church at 11:30 a.m. A covered dish 
luncheon is held, followed by a business meeting and social 


hour or program, 

Among the programs have been slides of member’s trips 
to Russia and Hawaii, speakers from the social security office, 
and a film of the ‘‘Show Me State’’. Trips by the groups have 
included one to‘*Arrow Rock”, 4 tour of the Ozarks while the 
Dorwood was in bloom and one to the Eisenhower Museum in 
Abilene, Birthdays of members are celebrated every three 
months and special dinners are held to celebrate Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. The club also helps someone who is alone to 
have a happier Christmas, 

Pictured are some of the members at a meeting early 
this year and reading right to left, standing, Bernice Collins, 
vice-president; Blandeau Peek, president; Gladys Pennington, 
Secretary and seated, second row right, Madalyn Mullen, 
Treasurer. 


Girl Scouts 


Although there were active Girl Scout troops inthe forties, 
troop membership fell off, and it was not until 1951 that it was 
reorzanized and has continued to grow since then, 

Early leaders for the five troops in the spring of 1951 
were: Phoehe McKee, Virginia Mosby, Elizabeth Blair, Hen- 
rietta Folk and Pauline Steinbrueck. The first neighborhood 
chairman was Bernice Robie and the first day camp was held 
in 1959 at the Paul Smith farm west of Belton. Betty McDonald 
was the first day camp director, 

By 1960, there were fen active troops. No campsite was 
available that year 50 all troops had a three day outing at 
Camp Prairie Schooner. Until 1968, the area was known as the 
Qsage Neighborhood of the Pioneer Trails of Girl Scouts, In that 
year it became a branch of Association 19 of the Mid-Continent 
Council of Girl Scouts with offices in Kansas City. 

At the present time there are 23 troops in the Belton- 
Richards-Gebaur area comprised of Brownies, Junior, Cadette 
and Senior Troops. Activities are many and varied. Favors 
and gifts are made for the patients atthree nursing homes in the 
area; parties are held at the Ozanam Boys Homes; toys and 
gifts made for the Red Cross and Children’s Mercy Hospital; 
recycling and ecology projects have been held; parks cleaned 
in Belton and at Richards-Gebaur AFB. Each year a gift fes- 
tival is held and gifts and toys made by each girl are given to 
needy persons, nursing homes, church nurseries, hospitals and 
children’s homes in the area. 

For the last two years day camp has been held at the 
Magelessen Farm south of Belton, 

Perhaps the greatest single accomplishment by any troop in 
area was the project conceived by Senior Troop 138 in 1964. 
Cyuthia Smoot Jones gave the propertyatthe northwest corner 
of Chestnut and Second Streets to her niece Martha C. Smoot, 





John Hart, Belton Fire Department and Centennial Pa- 

rade chairman, presents American Red Cross first aid 

certificates to Scouts Barbara Westhoff, Donna Kenagy 
and Catharine Hotz. 

with the understanding that one day she would turn it intoa 
park, Because of health, Martha Smoot moved to Denver many 
years ago and the house slowly deteriorated, It was torn down 
in 1956, An agreement had been reached with Miss Smoot by 
Mayor William V. Powell in 1955 that the property be deeded 
to the City of Belton and a yearly fee paid to Miss Smoot as 
long as she lived, For ten years, four men in Belton saw to it 
that Miss Smoot received this fee. 

Senior Troop 138 designed a park plan for this property 
and applied for a grant made by the Reader’s Digest Founda- 
tion to Girl Scout troops to encourage community service 
among their members. The Belion troop was awarded one of 
21 that were #iven nationally that year. The amount received 
was $321.50 and the accompanying letter signed by Dewitt 
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Wallace, president of the Reader’s Digest Foundation said, in 
part ‘It is one chosen from among many applications on the 
basis of its originality and the scope of its benefit to the com- 
munity."* Assisting the troop prepare the award winning plan 
was Carroll =. Marshall, Belton nurseryman; Bob Wallace, 
Helton park board member and the Belton Garden Club, Mrs. 
Phyllis Sheaks was advisor to Troop 138 and Wilma Zellhoefer 
was chairman of the project. Other troop members were 
Terree Pace, Roseann Gerrity, Ruby Oliver, Pat Spiker and 
Patti Allbrook. During the next few years other members of 
the troop continued the work and Peace Park today is a lovely 


area with trees, shrubs and benches, a fitting memorial to a 
woman who had a dream over 50 years ago and her niece who 
felt an obligation to fulfill it. 


Present officers for Girl Scouting in the area include 
Mrs. William Tippit, association chairman and troop services 
for Richards-Gebaur AFB Troops; Mary Ann Giddings, Brownie 
troop Services director, R-G AFB; Mrs, James Beggs, Brownie 
and Cadette troop services director, Belton, Mrs. Charles 
Foland, Junior troop services director, Belton; and Mrs. 
Harry Conditt, Senior troop services director, 


Boy Scouts 





So far as is known, Belton’s first Boy Scout Troop was 
organized sometime in the thirties, Boy Scout Troop 210, 
sponsored by the Belton United Methodist Church is one of 
two troops active in Belton today. The other is Troop 111, 
started in April, 1968 and sponsored by the Lord of Love 
Lutheran church. 

Each troop participates in a variety of activities each 
year, The highlight of the summer season for the troop is 
a ten-day trip to the H. Roe Bartle Reservation at Osceola, 
Mo, There they are eligible to join the tribe of Mic-O-Say, an 
organization founded by Bartle, the former mayor of Kansas 
City, It is based upon Indian lore and requires four consécu- 
tive years of advaticement toattainthe highestrank of Warrior. 
A record 34 boys were recommended for Mic-O-Say in 1969. 

At least one camp-out is scheduled each month of the 
year and places of interest are visited, A recent one included 


Beltan 


The Belton Jaycees (Junior Chamber of Commerce) was 
organized in Belton in March 1961, First officers were Jim 
Meador, president, pill Bierman, first vice -president; Bert 
Hubbard, second vice-president; Howard Fenton, treasurer; 
John Burdick, secretary; Eugene Moen, state director and 
Ed Leonhart, wiley Wyatt and Howard Hendricks were mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors. 


Other early officers and members included Wayne Mucks, 
Vernon Mucke, Bruce Pressley, Bob Bricker, Dan Kelly, Ed 
Hartzler, Wayne Willey and Marty Mitchell, 

Since its organization the club has beenactive in a number 
of civic projects, notably those having todo with the beiterment 
of Belton's park and play areas, At Memoria) Park, they have 
bullf two shelters, done work on the entrance marker and do- 
nated furniture to Belton’s swimming pool. At Lacy Park, on 


a tour of the hydro-electric dam which is presently wiuier 
construction at Stockton Lake, Mo, 

During Belton'’s Centennial year, the troop is planning its 
most ambitious undertaking to date. Twenty boys and eight 
leaders are signed up to so on a week-long canoe trip in the 
wilds of Canada, 

Noble Winters, until he moved to Kansas City in late 
1971, was scoutmaster for the troop for many years, Since 
his move, Don Bishop has taken the job of assistant scout- 
master and is in charge of camping activities. Others active 
in the troop are Keith Perkins, institutional representative; 
Gene Rarhart, explorer post advisor; and Bill Sanders and 
Dale Reed, assistant scoutmasters. Troop commiltteemen are 
Charles Higman, Richard Norcross, Richard Dale, Harry 
Halbasch, Kenny White and George Thornton, They work in 
all phases of the Scout program. Boys in the troop who haye 
attained the rank of Eagle Scout are Gerald Price, Fred Wil- 
liams, David Williams, Stuart Grindstaff, Mickey Marshall, 
John Pace, Paul Pace, Kent Powell, Mike ford, Wayne Win- 
ters, Mike Earhart, Arlo Gatchell, Alan Dale, Mike Boles, 
Mike Jones, Bill Sanders, Alan Jacobs, Kirk Perkins, Rick and 
Randy Norcross, 

Troop membership has ranged from a high of 100 boys 
in 1968 to 40 in September 1971. 

Troop 111 has sponsored paper drives and collected 
food, money and clothing for needy families. A book drive in 
March, 1971 was held for the benefit of the Belton Library. 

The troop has also taken part in several conservation 
projects, cleaning up litter from roadways and parks, 

A float trip on the Current River wastaken aver Memorial 
Day weekend in 1971 and they plan to return this year, 

Rey, Thomas Rarthelmeh is the troop chaplain, Several 
of the original committeemen for the troop were Russ Rettman, 
William Allen, Donald Crawford, Gene Grimes, Joe Willer and 
Allen Rogers, who is the present scoutmaster, 


Jaycees 
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jand owned by St. Sabina’s Catholic Church, the club for several 
years maintained and improved it. In addition, several mini~ 
parks In town were serviced by the club, They have named an 
«Outstanding Young Educator”? at the Belton schools, Their 
‘project St. Nick’? is looked forward to by youngsters during 
the Christmas season, The club also assists Plank Ford 


agency supervise the local Punt, Pass, Kick competition held 
in the fall, Present officers are Gary Lathrop, president; 
Arnold Botwinik, external vice-president; Dr. Ned Wither~ 
spoon, internal vice-president; Larry Huber, director; Gary 
Horner, state director; Rex Covington, secretary and Bob 
Baird, treasurer. 


Jaycee Wives 


The Missouri Jaycee Wives were organized in 1954 at the 
Jaycees spring convention in Kenneth, Mo. The local club 
was formed in 1968 with the help of the Lee’s Summit group. 
Esther Kihn, who did the foundation work in setting up the 
club was elected the first president. Joan Shields and Bonnie 
Tindall have also served as president. 

The purpose of the club is to serve, aid and assist the 
Jaycees with any project they might undertake whenever 
called upon to do so; to promote the commercial, industrial 
and civic interests of Belton; to educate its members in lea- 
dership and to promote good citizenship, 


The club holds many projects during the year to help 
raise money to support the group’s charities. The main 
activity has been the Valentine Baby Sweepstakes held in 
February each year. Much of the money from this contest 
is used to maintain a dental care fund for the Belton school 
system, For two years a good portion of the money was turned 
over to the Belton Ambulance Fund. 

Present officers are Georgianna Huber, president; Bon- 
nie Adcock, vice-president; Kathy Horn, recording secretary; 
Carol Botwinik, corresponding secretary; Pat Jackson, trea- 
surer and Joan Shields, social chairman, 


Belton Merchants Association 





Mary Gochnauer of Belton Home Laundry, and Vance 
Magee of Magee Tax Service are secretary and president 
respectively of the Belton Merchants Association. The group, 
active for the past decade or so, has done much to promote 
Belton’s business community. Sponsors until this year of the 
annual ‘Unveiling Night’? which officially opened Belton’s 
Christmas season, and of the annual Easter Egg Hunt at Bel- 
ton’s Memorial Park, the group seeks to keep Belton’s busi- 
ness community active in civic affairs and conducive to 
hometown patronage. 





The Belton Booster Club is one of Belton’s newer organ- 
izations. It was started in early 1971 and its aim is to assist 
and support the activities of the Belton schools with financial 
and personal help as requested by school officials and student 
organizations; to promote attendance at all activities and to 


be non-commercial, non-sectarian and non-partisan, ft is a 
non-profit organization registered with the secretary of state 
of Missouri. 

The original officers were Lew Raines, president; Bill 
Mosby, vice-president; Joan Kolesar, secretary and Don 
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Renken, treasurer. 


At the end of its first year, the club had 225 members, 
Activities have been varied and many, from supplying judzes 
for track meets, chaperoning various school trips fo art 
and music contests; furnishing cold drinks for players at 
all home sporting events; a clean up day at the football field 
at which time bleachers were painted, a ticket booth was 
constructed, concrete bleachers were repairedand the practice 


and main field was graded and seeded, 

The club gave $1500 for seven scholarships for L971 
seniors and in 1972, seven #300 scholarships were awarded. 
The principal fund raising project was the sale of yellow 
saisty jackets donated by the Frito-Lay company. ; 


The group has sponsored an elementary school track 
meet for grades five through seven the past two years, 
Pictured are the winners of the first such meet ip 1971, 


Belton Baseball Association 


The present Number One ballfield, first in the area, was 
erected complete with lights in late 1945 — early 1946. The 
first game was between Belton and Grandview. The Belton 
teams consisted mostly of returned World War II veterans, 
Local players were Leo Quick, Leo Moshy, Bolivar Lawrence, 
G. G. Coomes, Jr., Russell Feeback, Bill Mosby, Ed Pugh, 
Jim Reynolds, Franeis Steinbrueck, Jack Miller, Bill Carter, 
Bud Letzig, Tom Keeney, Bob Campbell, Joe Weis, and Bud 
Idol, The manager was G, C, Coomes, Sr. 

The team was dissolved after eight years, but was rated 
the top Semi-Pro team in the area. More men wished ta play 
solthall and in addition, youth baseball moved on the scene. 

In 1954, boys softball organized for 9-12 years old; 
over 12 played American Legion baseball. Wallace Blair 
headed the program which was financed by the Belton Lion’s 
Club and the Belton American Legion, Because of illness, 
Blair was forced to give up the program, A group of about 
50 parents and baseball lovers held a meeting at Belton 
Senior High School in 1957 and formed the Belton Athletic 
Assdciation, Leo Mosby was elected president; Bob Colmer, 
vice-president; Herman Griggs, secretary and Frank Blair, 
treasurer. 

The first act of the board was to install youth baseball 
instead of softball, They built a new field for the 9-12 year 
ald group. Only 12 teams participated the first year. The 
second year they organized 9-15 year olds and had a total of 
20 teams. 

Mrs. Dorothy Still and Leo Mosby organized the first 
Girls’ Softball Leagues in 1958, Gene Higgins, Elsa Gatchel, 
Pauline Lynch, Lena White, and Lee Stark were early lead- 
ers in the program, The girls’ program was the strongest in 
this area. 

Richards-Gebaur AFB joined the program in 1961, and 
the executive board raised their total of men organizing the 
prograin to 15 including five from Richards-Gebaur AFB, 
The leagues grew to 4] teams, It was also the first time 
league commissioners were appointed. 

Through the sixties, the program grew to nearly 97 
teams. Two more fields were added and all flelds completely 
fenced, There is a working agreement with the park board that 


is unique in this area, 

A mass change was made in the make-up of the offices 
on the executive board in 1970. Leo Mosby presented a ftour- 
point program of reorganizing the board which would consist 
of a chairman of the board, chatrman of finances, military 
liason officers, election of president, vice-president, secre 
tary and the forming of membership club. ‘The proposals 
were accepted, Leo Mosby was named chairman of the hoard: 
Frank Blair, chairman of finances; Capt. Hertzog, military Lia- 
son; Charles Holden, president; Charles Arnspiger, vive- 
president, and Pat Simpson, secretary, Others members ap- 
pointed to the board were: Set. Car) Gipson, Morris Nock 
wood, Robert Wallace, Dengil Jenkins, Mel Hass, Emil Aswe- 
gan, Chuck Wallace, Glenn Atkinson, Arden Tindall, Charles 
Davis, Scott Davis, Sgt, John Schoffer and Mrs, Bonnie Tin- 
dall. Early in 1971 the organization lost one of its most ardent 
workers and organizers. Charles (Vic) Holden died of a heart 
attack following a visit fo the ballfields. Since Holden was 
the main organizer of the Pony League, 2 memorial Pony 
League Most Valuable Player Award was started, Phil Sousley 
received the first annual award. 


The first year in the hational franchised organization of 
Boys Basehall Inc. was 1971, The tournament teams were 
highly successful the first year. Plans for L972 are (o place 
the entire provram under Ihe rules and regulation Boys 
Baseball Inc. Officers elected for 1972 were; Scott Davis, 
president; Charles Arnspiger, vice-president; Charlie Davis, 
secretary. The name of the organization has been changed to 
the Belton Baseball Assn, after the jiecision in 1971 by 
Richards-Gebaur AFB to form their own baseball leagues, 


For the past several years, the Belton Baschal!l Mothers 
have been active. Their organization inaugurated the practice 
of awarding trophies to members of first place teams. Through 
the years a number of fund raising projects have been am- 
ployed. The last three years the group has sponsored publi- 
cation of the season schedule book. Approximately 240 trophies 
are aWarded by the proup each year. Present officers are 
Eva Bass, president; Floy Conditt, vice-president; Betsy 
Ewing, secretary and Lois simpson, treasurer. 





Belton Baseball Association representative teams, circa 1971 
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During the war years, these sentinels stood 
in City Hall Park, keeping a record of focal 
men in service. A close-up is shown below- 


Belton has always been well represented in the various 
branches of the armed services, Asfarasis known, a total 
of 12 Beltonites have lost their lives in the performance 
of their duty; two in World War I, eight in World War I 
and two in the present conflict in Vietnam, 

The honor roll of Belton servicemen on the follow- 
ing pages is as complete a list as has been possible to 
compile. There are undoubtedly others. That their name 
does not appear here does not diminish in the least, Bel- 
ton’s pride and pratitude to all its sons who have served 
their country, 

During World War Tl, letters from men overseas 
were published regularly in the newspaper and reports 


in Service 


of their activities were reported almost weekly, 

Oct, 16, 1940 was set nationally for the repistration 
of all men between the ages of 21 to 35 years old for the 
military draft. The period of service was to be one year, 
Some 170 men from the Belton-Mt, Pleasant area signed 
up. 

Cass County’s first commissioned naval officer was 
Ensign Leroy Dodson, and Sherman Crawford in 1941 was 
Belton’s first to serve in the Army under the new service 
act. With an early call number, Crawford yolunteered his 
service for one year, 

Belton’s first casualties of World War IL were Leo 
Mosby and Roger Hoback inthe closing months of 1943. Both 
were Marines stationed in the Pacific anditwas presumed 
they were wounded at Tarawa Island where the Marines had 
suffered heavy casualties. With less than 10,000 men en- 
gaged in action, over 5,000 men were wounded or killed. 
Mosby was returned to a Naval hospital in Hawaii and 
Hoback to a Base hospital, 

During 1944 two Belton men lost their lives, Sgt. 
George Crawford and Pfe. Jerry Webber, During that year 
too, Lt, Fred Campbell and Set. Robert Miller were both 
reported missing in action, Campbell became a prisoner 
of war and Miller rejoined his outfit, Pvt, Ray Lawrence 
was also reported missing in action but later rejoined his 
outfit, 

W. B. Huggins was reported missing for three years 
until his body was recovered in Germany. 

Five Belton men died in 1945, Dean Olson, Army; 
§ 1/c Eddie Hasenyager, Nay; Lt, Vernon Norris, Air 
Corps; Pfc. Charles D, Coombs, Army and Lt. Glen Jones, 
Air Corps. During that year, word was received by Betty 
Keeney that husband, Tom, was in a prisoner of war camp 
after his plane had been forced down behind enemy lines, 

During World War I, two men died, James Norris 
and Pvt, Fred Keeney. 

Darrel Aspey and Carl Hudgins have been Belton 
casualties during the current Vietnam conflict. 





These Paid The Supreme Sacrifice 


Charles Combs Dean Olson Darrell Aspey Carl Hudgins 





FRED KEENEY 


According to Claude Keeney, nf Deepwater, Mo., fred 
Franklin eeney, a wenber of the 856th Infantry, Bath Div., 
was the younest son of Richard and Lou Anna Keeney. Word 
har hot yet heen received by his cammander that the Armis- 
tice had been signed and the “over-the-top? order was 
issued. Keeney met tis death then. Ironically enough, another 
fielten man, Scolt Wilsun, was his commaning officer. Keeney 
is buriod in the Belton Cemetery. 


JAMES DANIEL NORRIS 


James Daniel Norris was bern in St. Joseph, Mo., Nov, 
16, 1895 and moved wilh his family to Belton in 1915, He en- 
listed in the Army in the spring of 1917 and was a member 
of Company ©, 23rd Infantry, Second Division, which went 
overseas mm Aurust, 1917. He was sSerivusly wounded June 
18, 1914, was hospitalized and returned to the front. He was 
killed in action, Ort, 8, 1918. 

He was one of 2 family of eight children born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Green Norris. His body was returned to Delton 
and the Keeney-Norrls American Legion Post #248, held 
a fimeral service on Sunday, Nov. 6, 1921 at the Belton 
Cemetery where he was buried, 


GEORGE CRAWFORD 


Set. George Crawford, son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Crawford, was horn Novy, 3, 1917. He entered the Army, 
Oct. 22, 1941 and after 13 weeks basio tratning, left San 
Francisco, Calif. in Mareh, 1942, He arrived in the Hawaiian 
Jslands in May. He left there in May, 1944 and landed on the 
island of Saipan, June Li. Four days laler he was killed. 
Memorial services were held Aug. 20, 1944, His body was 
returned on the transport Albert M. Roe in May, 1948 along 
with 1,940 others; 8 from Missouri and Kansas, He was 
buried in the Belton Cemetery after fineral services June 
5, 1948. 


EDDIE HASENYAGER 


Seaman First Class Fdrlie Hasenyager was killed in 
action in the Paeifie in 1945, He was a member of a de- 
stroyer erew ani for security reasons at the time of his 
death no other details were avallable. No other information 
has been obtained for inclusion in this book. 


GLENN JONES 


First Lieutenant Glenn W. Jones entered the Air Corps 
in December, 1942. After attending Officers Training School, 
he was commissioned in 1944. He was the first pilot ofa 
B-24 bomber and was agsizned to the 15th Air Corps based 
iu Ttaly. He was sent overseas Aug, 15, 1944 and was on his 
24th mission when he was killed over Italy, March 8, 1945, 
His family received word that he died in an effort to save 
his craw. At least three did escape death, His body was re- 
turned to Belton in Mecember, 1948 and he was buried in the 
Belton Cemetery. 


JERRY WEBBER 


Pfe, Jerry Vincent Webber was the son of Mr. and Mrs, 
Gerald BP. Weber. He was born in Kansas City, Nov, 19, 
1914, moved to Grandview in 1924 and he completed his 
education there. The family moved to Belton in 1994, Webber 
was inducted into the Army in February, 1942 and was sent 
overseas to England in April, 1944, Six days after D-Day, 
he was moved to the front lines of battle in France and was 
killed in action by enemy fire on July 25. 


VERNON NORRIS 


Lt. Vernon A. Norris moved to Belton in 1939 and 
eraduated from Delton Wigh School In 1940. His father was 
city marshal ef Belton, He was a member of the crew of a 
B-25 Mitchell bomber which went down in Ormac Bay, Leyte 
Island in the Phillippines, Nov. 11, 1944, He was the nephew 
of James Daniel Norris who was killed tn action in World 
War L 


WILLARD 8. HUGGINS 


Lt. Willard Hrowniig (Dub) Huggins was a native of 
Melton, tie son of Mr. and Mrs. Willard &. Huggins of 608 
Third St, He was born March 28, 1920 and enlisted in the 
Aroly, Jab. 2, 1942, While stationed at 2 then secret base 
on Ascension Island, he was accepted as an Aviation Cadet, 
and returned to the United States for schooling 2nd pre- 
flight traming. He recelved his commission and wings at 
Marfa Army Air Field, Marfa, Texas. 

He arrived im Bueland, Feb, 20, 1945 and was assigned 
to the 550 Bomb Sqdn., 385 Bomb Group in the Bighth Air 
Force where he served as a co-pilot on a B-17 flying for- 
tress bomber. On his eighth homing mission, his aireraft 
was rammed by enemy atreraft and dropped trom formation 
35 miles northeast of Wannovar, Germany on April 7, 1945, 

The graves of the man were laler lueated in Germany 
ad removed to Belgium. Lt, Huggins? body was later re- 
turned liome for internment in the Salton Cemetery after 
Memorial services were held, June 5, 1949, 


DEAN OLSON 


L. Dean Olson Was the son of Mr. aad Mrs. A. £, Olson, 
Grandview. After the death of his mother, he lived with his 
aunt and wnele, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Olson, He attended Bel- 
ton High School, graduating in 1941 as valedictorian of his 
class, He attended Central Collage at Fayette, Mo, for two 
years and was appointed by Sen. Harry 3, Truman to West 
Point Military Academy. He went to Cornell University in 
February, 1943 to prepare for entrance exains, but was turned 
down because of a slight hearing deficiency. He went overseas 
in March, 1945, to serve in the Infantry Supply Depot, 658th 
Replacement Co., and died on Leyte Island, July 29, 1948. 


CHARLES COMBS 


Pic, Charles D. (Chuck) Coombs was born Dec. 13,1926 
in Olathe, Kans, His family moved to Belton in 1936 and he 
attended Belton schools until 1942. In mid-1943, he and his 
father moved to [ivingston, Mant, where Charles enlisted 
In the Marine Corps, Dec. 14, 1943. He was assigned to the 
Fifth Marine Div., and was sent overseas in Aug. 1944. After 
further training in Hawaii, he participated in the invasion of 
Two Jima and was killed in February, 1943. We was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Asiatic Campaign and Victory Medals and 
the Presidential Unit Citation, 


DARRELL ASPEY 


Darrell Wayus Aspey was born Nov. 26, 1946 at Bolivar, 
Mo,, and attended Raymore and Grandyiew schools until he 
moved {o Belton in 1957. He married Peggy Jean Yavarian 
on Oct. 3, 1964 and ior the next three years he was 4 service 
manager for Clark's Floor Machine Co, A daughter, Angela, 
was born in 1965 anda son, Douglas Wayne in 1969, 

He volunteered for the Army in April, 1969, and after 
training at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., he was assigned to the 
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First Training Brigade Armor at Fort Knox, Ky. Aftera 
leave in Belton in Sept, 1969, he was sent to Vietnam as a 
member of D Troop, 17th Cavalry, 199th Light Infantry Brigade 
stationed in Bien Hoa, 

His platoon was ambushed by a large enemy force in Feb, 
1970. According to his troop commander, Aspey was filling the 
dual role of manning his own weapon andproviding ammunition 
for his track commander. While securing additional ammunition, 
he was critically wounded by fragments of a rocket-propelled 
grenade which struck his vehicle under heavy fire. He died 
while aboard an evacuation helicopter enroute to a hospital 
in Long Binh, Funeral services were held in Belton on March 
7, 1970 and he was buried in the National Cemetery at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kans, He was awarded the Purple Heart, Bronze 
Star and seven other medals. 
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Belton’s American Legion Post held Memorial Services after both World War | and World 


CARL HUDGINS 


Photographer Second Carl William (Buddy) Hudgins, the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl William Hudgins, Sr., was born in 
San Francisco in 1944 and moved to Belton in 1961. He was 
a 1962 graduate of Belton High School and attended William 
Jewell College in Liberty, Mo., for three and one-half years, 

He joined the Navy in 1966 and received his training at 
the Naval Air Station, Olathe, Kans. Hen then attended photo- 
graphy school at Newport, R, 1. 

He was sent to Vietnam in July, 1968 and was killed 
June 8, 1969 at Da Nang, when the jeep he was riding in 


hit a mine. 
Funeral services were held at the Belton Baptist Church 
and he was buried in the Belton Cemetery, 


War {1. Picture above was taken at services for James Daniel Norris on Nov. 6, 1927 - 
picture below was at services for George Crawford on June 5, 1948, Note white, horse 
drawn hearse in top picture, used at that time by E. K. George & Sons. 
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Ashlock, Dow D, Sr., USAF 
AuClsir, Richard F., USAF 
Batley, Irving J,, Army 
Baker, tay, Army 

Raker, Vernau, USAF 
Bankston, James H., Army 
Barnelt, Grayson H., Araiy 
Barr, Farl, Navy 

Harr, Hichard £., Army 
Bartimus, James. L., USAF 
Bartimus, James R., Navy 
Heephly, Ted f., Army 
Bell, Basil L., Army 

Bell, Richard, USAF 
Benham, Burl 1., Navy 
Bertolina, Clement, WSAP 
Blair, Jim, USAF 

Blair, Wallace, Army 
Gower, Donald, Ariny 
Bowe, Richard ., Army 
Bowe, William £,, Navy 
Bower, Paul D, USAP 
Bridgeforth, James W. Army 
Brown, Loren T., Army 
Buck, Willard, USAF 
Hurroughs, James 11 USAF 
Bush, Frederick, USAF 
Bush, 5am P., Army 

Bush, Steven, USAF 
Calvin, Dr. Harold &., USAF 
Chevalier, C. J,, Army 
Christoffell, M. H., Army 
Clark, Paul, Navy 

Clear, Harold G., Army 
Cochran, James W,, USMC 
Colaw, Richard USMC 
Coleman, Kohl l,. Army 


Coomes, Gwynne C., Jr., USAF 


Cooper, Ronald D., Army 
Crosby, James A., SMC 
Crosby, Mary B., USMC 
Crouch, Elmer J. B., Army 
Crouch, Paul B., USAF 
Cunningham, James [,., Navy 
Dale, Glenn B., Sr., USAF 
berry, Woodrow J,, USAF 
Dlamond, Ernest F., Army 
Diamond, Raymond, Army 
Diamond, R, A, (Bob) Army 
funkin Sidney, Army 
Tunilap, Richard 1.., Army 
warhart, Harald E., U8MC 
Eblen, David $., USAF 
Eblen, D, George, Navy 
Elkins, Charles, Army 





HONOR ROLL 


Feeback, i. J., Army KIA 
Feeback, Russell, Army 
Flatt, Milton, USAF 

Floyd, Glen M., USAP 
Foote, Lloyd A., Army 
Fate, Richard W., Navy 
Frank, Brian D,, USMC 
Gatehel, Arlo V., Jr., USAF 
Genre, Richard l,., army 
Giasery Tennis, Army 
Groh, Walter A,, Army 
Gore, Franeis, USAF 
Gurley, Joe 7., Navy 
Guss, Hobert 1.4 Army 
Gustelius, Greg A,, USMC 
Hall, C. D., Navy 
Halhasch, larry t., Jr. USAP 
Hamilton, David A,, USAF 
Yandley, Gary L., Navy 
Hanson, Paul W., Navy 
Harris, L, W., Army 
Harris, Ronald W., Army 
Hart, Jobo D,, USAF 
Headley, Melvin &., Army 
Herrick, Verne A., Army 
Higgins, Terrel D., Army 
Higgins, J. T., Army 
Tiggins, Eugene, Army 
Toppen, Kenneth. &., Army 
Hubach, Wesley Dou, USAF 
Hopper, Harold, Army 
Huff, Richard L., Army 
Huifman, William C., Navy 


Huffman, William Charles, Navy 


Hutson, Harold, Army 
Idol, Jay D., Navy 

Idol, Roy B., USMC 
Jackson, Charles R., Navy 
Jackson, Jerry,Army 
Jackson, J. Weldon, Navy 
Jakeman, R, K, Army 
Jeukins, Denzel, USAF 
Jones, Henry, Navy 

Jones, Glenn W., USAF 
Jones, J, L, (Jake), Jr., Army 
Jones, Stephen R., Navy 
Judd, William L., Jr., Army 
dursen, George, Army 
Keaton, David, USMC 
Keaton, Clinton, USAF 
Keeney, Thomas H., USAF 
Kelly, Carl R., Navy 
Kelly, Dennis M., Navy 
Kerr, Charles, Army 
Kidney, Joe, USAF 
Kilgore, James, Army 
Klopetek, Richard, USAF 
Kuebsl, Harold, USAF 
Krajnik, A, C,, USAP 


HH 


Lacy, Lauis, &r., Army 
Lacy, fc Edward, Jr., Army 
Lamar, Baker, Army 
Lane, Barker, Army 
Langhlin, Parke £., USAF 
Law, Georeé H., USAF 
Law, Lloyd, Army 

Lewis, Walter 4,, USMC 
Looney, Jack, Army 
Looney, Joe Bill, Army 
Lutz, Giles A., Signal Corps 
McCoy, Robert F., USAF 
McKinley, Elmer N., Navy 
McNay, Joseph, USAF 
MeNay, Richard J., Army 
Manor, Clifford E., Army 
Marler, Robert £. USAF 
Marler, Mike, Navy 
Marsh, Panl H., Navy 
Marsh, Phillip M., Wavy 
Martz, Steve, Navy 
Maurer, Joseph J., Navy 
Meador, Herbert 1, Navy 
Meador, Robert B., Army 
Meador, Robert W., Navy 
Mellinger, Joo R., USAF 
Miller, Edward, Arimy 
Moles, Manford, Army 
Montgomery, Dr. f, L., Med. 
Montgomery, Tim, Army 
Montgomery, Tory, WAC 
Morgan, Warren A,, Navy 
Morris, Edward 0,, Navy 
Marris, Lawrence #., USAP 
Mosby, Frank A., USAF 
Moshy, Jimmie Joe, USMC 
Mosby, Leo, USMC 

Mosby, LeRoy, Army 
Mosby, Robert D., Army 
Mosby, William J,, USMC 
Nielsen, Barbara, WAF' 
Norman, Richard f., Army 
Ogden, Boyd, USAF 

Peek, Vernon L,, Navy 
Pemiington, C, E., Navy 
Perkins, Keith R., Army 
Perme, Paul R., USAF 
Person, Richard L., Army 
Phalen, M. Dale, Navy 
Phillips, Charles £., Army 
Phillips, Charles IL, USAF 
Phillips, Fred L., Navy 
Peirson, Rick, Navy 

Pitts, Romulus M,, Army 
Powell, Robert V,, USAT 
Powell, William V., Navy 
Puch, Sdwin, Army 

Pullen, Charles £., USMC 
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Rebo, Roger C., Army 
Reynolds, Clarence B. (Jack), Army 
Roberts, George 4, (Bud), Army 
Robles, Ruben C., Army 
Rogers, Charles 4., USAF 
Rogers, Francis T., USMC 
Rogers, Joseph Army 

Rogers, Laurence &., Navy 
Rogers, Patrick U., Navy 
Roper, Richard L,, USAF 
Rotert, Cletus, Army 

Roth, Richard J., USAF 

Ruble, William Jr., Navy 
Rutledge, James G., Army 
Ryden, Donald 4., USAF 
Sahders, William A., Army 
Saltz, Chester, Army 


Schlesselman, Robert C., Army 
Scott, Gary Ray, Navy 
Sears, Karl, Army 
Sessions, Rondal L., USAF 
Shafer, Raymond £,, USAF 
Sharp, Joseph T,., USMC 
Shoemaker, Charles C., Navy 
Sidener, George C., Army 
Smith, Arthur §., Sr., Army 
Smith, Rov R., Army 

Spear, George, Navy 
Steinbrueck, F. G., Navy 
Stark, Rebert Lee, Navy 
Stewart, Michael W,, USMC 
Stidtam, Owen L., USAF 
Storer, Charles R,, Army 
Strodtman, Bill, Navy 
Summers, Tom, USAF 
Summers, Charles (Chuck), USAF 
Swaggart, James B., Navy 
Thompson, Richard B., Army 
Turner, Larry, Army 
Twente, Milton H, Jr., USAF 
Van Brunt, John Jr., Army 
Wasner, Gene, Navy 

Wall, Clifford E., Army 
Watts, Walter Les I, USAF 
Web#r, Eugene C., USAF 
Weber, Patrick §., USAF 
Weeks, Michael, Navy 
Weeks, Wayne, USAF 
Westhoff, Norman, Navy 
Whalen, A. I. USAF 

Whalen, Mrs. A. L, USAF 
White, Clifford P., USAF 
Wilhite, E, S., USAF 
Wilson, Scott, Army 

Woods, Gerald, Army 
Woods, Gerald F., USAF 
Woodward, Billy J., Army 
Woodward, Robert, Army 





‘4 hreads 


I Opened the yellow, brittle Pages 


Was x thtee-ineh Woolen thread 


Did he Sit with his hat on? 
Never a Cap, to Shade his eyes, 
As he Wrote in the book, 


TO see that Belton Schoo] 
Raveleq Not out, 
AS the Coat had done! 


“== Audys Duval) 
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Our Schools 


By Audys Duvall 
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OATH OF DIRECTOR 


ofS 


Ido sclomnly swear (ur affirm) that | will support che Constirutian of the United States and the Constitution 


Ae: 


for District No. 


of Missouri, to che best of my ability, according to Jaw, so help me Gad, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this___ 


NOTE; Ir is not sufficient io administering the oath of office to 3 newly elcered director chat it be done orally, The oath should 
be written or printed in the form given in this section, and signed by rhe persun or persuns to whom the same is being administered. 
It should alsa bear the signature of the person administering the same, under the proper dure thereof, 
that the oath may be administered by che members of che board, this does ner preclude the tdea that it may also be taken before any 
S. 1938, Section 9288.) 


officer authorized to administer an oath. 
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While this section provides 





R SALE SY G, W, WOODFORD, CARTHAGE vO 


DIRECTORS 


Every man who takes this oath means it and, so help him, 
he intends to keep it. Space limitations prevent our listing all 
board members who have served through our ‘*proud past?'’, 
but they were always men of distinction who met handsomely 
the challenges and responsibilities of building solidly for the 
needs of today’s children and for those of tomorrow’s ‘‘bright 
tuture,’' Their foresight is unbelievable andthey made few mis- 
judzments, and moved forcefully to rectify those when identified, 
They were aware of their own limitations and knew when and 
where to seek legal or professional advice. 

As far as feasible they patronized Belton business men. 
They pulled tight the taxpayer’s purse strings when this did 
not interfere with quality education or common justice, Ex- 
amples: April 4, 1896, the board yoted that ‘the account of 
G. W. Reynolds be allowed with the reduction of fifty cents 
for breaking a glass in setting.’’ The bill was two dollars; the 
amount allowed, one dollar and fifty cents. When Professor 
Dumm’s salary was one hundred and thirty-three and one- 
third dollars per month in 1912, the boardallowed one hundred 
and thirty-three dollars and thirty-four cents one month and 
then one hundred thirty-three dollars and thirty-three cents 


the next two months to make it come out even, 

They were products of their awn times, reflecting both 
responsibility and fairness, They could be strict as when 
making rules for collecting tuition —‘‘No teacher shall admit 
a non-resident pupil without 2 receipt from the clerk showing 
tuition paid in advance, " In 1903, the teachers were informed 
the board expected them to enforce this rule or they would be 
held responsible if the tuition were not paid, They could he 
understanding as in 1937, when they voted to employ men who 
owed tuition to dig and fill a ditch for relaying a gas line, 
They could be strict or lenient, depending on circumstances, 
in dealing with teachers, too, Miss Sallie Harrelson was in- 
formed, upon her resignation in 1904, before the end of the 
term, that "*The board expects you to teach out the term as 
per contract.” But the next year they released Miss Edna 
Barron from the fourth room on account of her father’s ill- 
ness. 

Strict they were in discipline also—always hearing parents, 
pupil, principal and teachers in cases of possible expulsion, 
They wanted the whole storyandtheyactedin ways that seemed 
to support the schools and yet were not discriminating against 
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the pupil, as when they decided thar some high school boys 
who fad damaged schoo) property could address 8 called 
assembly of students "to discuss why we should care for our 
sctiool, not unly for ovr own good but for the benelit of child- 
ren who would come alone fater,’’ Instead of having their 
parents pay the twenty-five dollars damages. 

Prices and salaries have bsen adjasted to the times as 
have levies and budgets, and assessed valuation, In LBOT 
teachers’ salaries ranged from thirty dollars toeighty dollars, 
the janitor, Earl Ferrell, received ten dollars per month 
except in the colored school where the teacher did the janitor 
work for an additional one gollar and fifty cents per month. 
The election officials received one dollar andtwenty-five cents 
for their day's work, However, the next year the judges and 
clerks received only one dollar per day and that was uot 
raised until L011 when the pay wae one dollar and fifty cetts. 

The board has kept a tight rediu ou the use of school build- 
Inds and grounds, sometimes leaving it up to the voters as to 
letting the grounds for Chatauquas (the voters always said 
yes), sometimes charging fees for subscription schools and 
daucing ulasses. Fees were charged also for the use of 
buildings for such things as dinners and outside ball games. 

arly boards adopted the texts, but at the suggestion 
of the principal, In the late $0's the board adopted Milne's 
Algebra and Myers’ Iistury. In the early part of this century 
Olle board member was given the task of comparing and eval- 
uatineg and recommending for adoption the reading texts of 
several companies. 

Board members have heen delegated many tasks as mem- 
bers of committees — such as purchasing comuitfee anda 
committee on the use of school buildin: and grounds. Periadi- 
cally they reported their progress fathe board. Then there bave 
been the shorf term comuniitfees — the committee to sell the 
boards from the old board walk, a committee to see that the 
fence posts were cut and stored inthe basement, the one tu see 
to the removing of pipe from the wall in front of the (hree-slory 
building. These ad hoc committees have functioned, reported, 
and been discharged — always meeting their assigned re- 
sponsibilities. 

There has been but one woman board member —Mrs, 
Marty Fleetwood, who resigned tn June, L971, 





s xX 
School board mombers Jo the thirtles were (1 to r) Bub 
Holloway, J. L. Campbell, Dr. Russel McKee, Roy Mea- 
dor, J. L. Phillips, G. J. Smith, superintendent; and 
Earl Nethaway. 

AppMirently the board has always consisted of Six members, 

The first board was elected in 1875 and consisted of these 
members: J, S, Torbert, J. V. Robinson, Bewjamin Barr, W, K, 
Clifford, L, M. Trumbull and G_ W, Scott. 

The board in 1494 was: T, T, Garnett, Waller Boles, A, FP, 
Hargis, F, G. Robibson, James Tl. While and J, B, Harrelson, 

Iu 1904 the following served: George Moseley, James I], 
White, John Berry, Thomas Berry, Charles Sprinkle and J, F, 
Blair, ©, 0. Campbell was secretary. 

The present board is: George Stone, presidelit; Kenneth 
McCully, vice-president, Juck MeCarthey, Roger Maier, Pat 
Simpson and George Elkins, Mrs. Joyee Walley is treasurer 
and Mrs, Jean Boston, secretary. 

There was much interest in the election this year (1972) 
with seven candidates for the two positions open, Pat Simpson 
was an easy wituier, but George Elkins and Loren Grown tiled 
for the other seat. Finally it was dectded that the board eould 
appoint one of theniand Elkins wona 3-2 decision, This appoint- 
ment Is for just one year, 

Let there be nu doubt as tu who is responsible for the 
quality of the Belton Public Schools — the board whom you 
elected, and whet can be more democratic than Luat® 


AFRICAN SCHOOL 


In its early history, Belton had a numberof black citizens 
located in the south part of old Belton where they had their own 
chureh and selool, located about a block apart, The school was 
a one-room building on the three-cornéred area (northeast 
corner) of Seott and Fifth streets, It wasalways referred to as 
(he ‘‘colored sehonl’’, although ou the 1H94 plat of Belton it fs 
designated African School."’ 

Before the end of the century it was evident that the schoal 
was in trouble because of decreased enrollment. From the 
School Beard minutes of July 16, 1897- '*It was moved and 
seconded that whereas the state superintendent has informed us 
we have no power to maintaina colored school under the present 
enumeration, it showing only eleven col’dscthool children in the 
district, wa declare the col’d school closed for one year,’ 

The Board, as always, showed proper concern for its 
actions and on Aurust 6, that year, ‘tappointed the clerk to 
write facts concerning enumeration of col'd childrentothe state 
Supe! intendent of public schools and ascertain the proper pro- 
cedure to correct the same if an error has been made,"* 

‘That same summer the clerk was instructed to write to 
Miss Caren Davis, informing her that the board had decided 
to majntain the col’dschool ona cheaper plan aud that they have 
rescinded the election of the col’d teacher, Miss Tavis," 

Miss Maniie Walker was employed asteacher in May 1698, 
but apparently she didn'tteach the school, ason July 7, 1898, the 
board contracted with A, G, Jackson for $25 per month. The next 


spring the board had the huilding painted one coat on the out- 
side, Tt was in January, 1904, that H. M. Herron’s janitor’s 
salary reached that of the coloredteacher, FrancesB, Luiders. 
Rach of them was paid $25 per month, plus $1.50 extra to Miss 
Landers for janitor work. 

bwindling enrollment continued to plague the school and in 
May, 1906, the clerk was asked ‘to check with the state super- 
intendent, W. Harrington, to see if they can give the col'd 
sehool six months, as their enumeration is below Li." 

Tt was decided in July the col'd school would be opened for 
three months, on account of enumsration being insuffielerit. In 
December (he hoard decided to continue the school for three 
months and lo make a new contract withthe teacher, ‘The fourth 
month showed an average daily attendance of only five and the 
school was discortinued for six months. 

The board decided on three months for the eol’d school, 
more if satisfactory to the board in August, 1908. In November 
they decided on two months more, Miss Ida Rutledge was 
employed to teach for three months in 1909 and she asked for 
a continuation of the term and was granted one month more. 
Her salary was $25 per month, 

At the chose of this term, the board votéd unanimously 
to close the school. 

The colored school grounds and the east 50 feet (including 
the buildings) of the Kennison properly were sold to Kathryn 
Grisham for $250 on April 16, 1929, 


- 138 - 














14 ll with cigg 
A Y Weak, es y Tette ¢ 
14 hee &xCellent Dupj ip three Month Moke, 
G 15 90d. Ve y th pi] When she S Work, 
: is Stonellent. A Plog, 2° teetingeS t0 wo 
G Ped to er. $ easily in, 
C : : Y injy 
GC " - seach, you mayer ieet Finish Jureg, 
B 4 Cellent Worke her Work €d the Course ; 
B 15 ” Condit; r, : 1 Matrimon 
B Mi wea le - 


She make 
v. UD arith Metic. 


In the early days, teachers evaluated their students at 
the end of the school year in this manner. This was a 
Broup of seventh and eighth zraders in the early 1900s. 
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EPIDEMICS 


Hefore the days of preventive vaccine medicines, 
the schools were affected several times by various types of 
epidemics, which caused the closing of schoal. 

An epidemic of measles in February, 1899 resulted in a 
mutual agreement by the Board of Education and the teachers 
that the sehool be closed from February 15 until March 6, 

Board minutes for Friday, Feb. 15,1907 read, ‘on account 
of diphtheria in our schools, with the consent of the teachers 
the school was closed until Monday, February 25, the time to 
be made up at the close of school. 

Diphtheria in November, 1914 also caused the dismissal of 
school for one week. The school board asked the management 
of the picture show to use his influence to have the show dis- 
continued. The school building was to be fumigated under the 
direction of Dr. Fair. Doctors Fair, Millerand Moad were asked 
to be present when school resumed andto inspect all pupils for 












Symptems. No pupil could enter without showing 2 certificate 
of good health. The building was fumigated during Christmas 
holidays that year. 

Contagious diseases in December, 1917 closed the school 
until the lst, and board mimmtes for Ort. 8, 1918 show that 
Doctors Miller, Moad and Henderson agreed a disease was 
highly contagious and ordered the school closed until October 21, 
This was undoubtedly the Mu epidemic of 1914 which Kathlaen 
Barnes noted was over in time to properly celebrate the Ar- 
mistice Day festivities in November of 1918. 

A scarlet fever epidemic in March, 1924 causeda one-week 
closing of the schools and the building was fumigated, Scarlet 
feyer was the culprit again in 1935 when the schools closed 
three days earlier for the Christmas holidays. The teachers 
would make up the days and books were replaced which were 
used by children having searlet fever. 


he — ——— — 


This eighth grade graduation class was prior to 1910_ Shown (1 tor) are Gnell Morris, Blanche Mondell, Nancy Reid, 


Kitty Wells, Tom Beery, Jim Hawthorne, Susan Wilson, Jim Hawthorne, Myrtle Smith, Faye Arnold, Gladys Balcher , 
Phil Kreigh, Mamie West, Evel B. Young, John Cope, Nellie Barr and Nell McManus. 


TRANSPORTATION 


The schoo] board called a special election in October, 1921, 
to authorize them to provide transportation to all pupils living 
one-half mile or more from school. In December of that 
year, Joe White was employed, at $75 per month, to transport 
the pupils from Swampy School, twoand one-half miles south of 
Belton on ¥ Highway, In August the following year, notices were 
placed in the Belton Star and the Belton Herald, inviting bids 
for transportation of the Swampy pupils. For the next few years 
Artie Crouch (Elmer’s brother) and Merl Hundley owned and 
operated the bus out on ¥ Highway for three and one-half miles, 
In 1925, Merl Hundley would be re-employed if he would get a 
new body for the bus and would operate it personally, The board 
accepted his bid of $900 for nine months for 1926-27, 

Haskell Reynolds began furnishing transportation at the 
same salary in September, 1927. The next year he reported his 
bus very crowded and in 1929 he offered to furnish a 40-pupil 
bus for $125 per month. The next owner was C, B, (Jack) 
Reynolds, Haskell’s brother, who began with one bus in 1937. 
G. C. Coomes was Jack’s other driver when he bought two new 
steel busses (as required by the state) in 1940. 

Transportation contracts were given to Mrs. Harry Olson, 
Mrs. Earl Miller, and Gus Nordstrom in 1938, Mrs. Olson 
brought children from out south of town, Mrs. Miller froin 


three-quarters of a mile west on Holmes, and Nordstrom from 
Jaudon. Mrs, J, W. McKinley took Nordstrom's route when be 
moved away. They were paid the amount the state allowed fur 
transportation. In 1941, Mrs, Miller was paid $3 par pupil 
per month and Mrs, McKinley $45 per month if six or more 
pupils were on her route. 

The school board asked Reynolds to put on the third bus 
in 1951 if High Blue would pay half of the additional $40 per 
month. The fourth bus was added in 1955, and the next year 
Reynolds was given his first two-year contract with the board, 
Reynolds was “Mr. School Bus’ for most of Belton schools’ 
transportation days — taking the children not onlyto school, but 
to ball games, field trips, the band to the American Royal — 
wherever and whenever desired, 

He added buses and miles to his routes unti) he sold the 
business, with a fleet of 25 buses, to R. W. Harmon and Sons 
in October, 1970, Under the legal name School Transportation, 
Inc., they presently operate fifteen buses (plus a spare). This 
is a decline over last year’s fleet of 23 (plus two spares) due to 
the split shifts in our high school, allowing for double runs. 

The 1972-73 school year will be similar tothis year in the 
number of buses, because at least one more year of split shift 
scheduling is anticipated. 
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ANNEXATIONS 


Through the years, six rural school districts have been 
annexed into the Belton system. The first ofthese was in April 
1912, when Belton patrons voted 105-4 to accept Baldwin 
school district 125. This schaol was on the George W. Scott 
property and was located on the northwest corner of Markey 
and Scott. 

Swampy school district 123, located two and three-quar- 
ters miles south of Belton, close tothearm of the Grand River 
and across on the east side ofthe road from what is now Brook 
Hollow Farm, was accepted on June 19, 1921. The site of the 
school had originally been about three-quarters ofa mile north 
of that location. On April 5, 1961, Belton gave a quit-claim deed 
to the old school, legally returning the property to the Brown 
brothers, the original owners. 

When the first talk of annexing High Blue School District 
126 began in the spring of 1920, the Belton school board de- 
cided to walt until Belton voters decided to provide trans- 
portation of pupils in the remote section of the district before 
they accepted the district, High Blue was located west of 










A VIEW OF 
SWAMPY SCHOOL 


ONE OF THE FIRST 
RURAL SCHOOLS 


ANNEXED BY BELTON 


Belton on 58 Highway. 

Nothing further was done until May 5, 1953 when Mr, 
Davis, president of the High Blue board appeared before 
Belton’s board with minutes of the High Blue annexation. He 
did not have the certification from Mrs. Jesse Mosby, clerk 
of the High Blue election. Superintendent Simpson confered 
with the law firm of Crouch and Crouch and on the basis of 
their report, the Belton board voted 5-1 to accept High Blue. 
They requested Mrs. Mosby to give Simpson the key to the 
building and to sign the warrant for the District funds, There 
was uncertainty concerning the title to the building and the 
grounds, The farm had been sold in the meantime by Jack 
Merriman to Mr. and Mrs, Dick Dunlap and they, not wishing 
to contest the claim of the Belton Board to the property, paid 
District 124 $2,000 for the school building and grounds, 

When Pleasant Prairie District 120 voted to annex to 
Belton, May 5, 1957, the County Board held a vote involving 
annexation of this school on June 12. Belton annexed the un- 
organized part of District 120 in September, 1957, at the same 


High Blue Students about 1935. 
Shown front row (1 to r) are Ger- 
ald Hook, Leo Mosby, Frank Tur- 
ner, Glen Smith, John Reeder and 
Robert Walton. Middle row, Doro- 
thy McKinley, Margaret Turner, 
Bonnie Hart, Fay Mosby, Mary 
Jane Reeder, Mildred Walton, 
Myrtle Porter and Kenneth Groh, 
Top row, Margie McKinley, Earl 
Miller, Jr., Hattie Porter, Hazel 
Endicott, teacher Helen McGill; 
Norine Brown, Ben Herr, Betty 
Hart and Henrietta Gray. 


time voting that Belton would not pick up any children living 
in that part of the district annexedby Peculiar. Peculiar adver- 
tlsed Pleasant Prairie school house jor sale in June, 1958, 
Judge William Kimberlin gave a temporary court order to 
hold up the same. Belton took out $1,000 insurance to protect 
the district's interest in the property, D. George Eblen, at- 
torney, in September that year advised Belton to give three- 
fifths of Mt, Pleasant funds fo Mr. Schubert, township col- 
lector to transfer to Peculiar. The school board minutes 
for Nov. 12, 1958 has the following entry: ‘‘ Pleasant Prairie 
building sold for $1,500. Where is our two-fifths of the pro- 
ceeds?’ 

Mt. Pleasant District 122 which had already voted annex- 
ation was annexed by Belton on Aug, 13, 1958, There was 
some talk in District 122 of keeping the school house for a 
community building. Dr. C. F. Yeokum called a meeting for 
discussion of this proposal but no one attended the meeting 
so the school was advertised for sale, The board voted to gather 


up the school’s obsolete equipment and auction it at the same 
time the building was pot up for sale. Remmie Pitts was the 
auctioneer for the sale which was held Nov. 15. ‘The board and 
Eblen drew up papers to sell the building and site fo Leo and 
Mabel Aldrige for $5,200, the board to furnish the warranty 
deed. The school was located on Holmas Road, about two and 
one-half miles south of Suead’s Barbecue. 

The last annexation (1961) was that of Pleasant Valley 
District 121, located about six miles south of Snead’s corner 
just off Holimes Road, The house and site were purchased 
at auction for $3,000by Mr, and Mrs. W. Rh. Willey, Sr., parents 
of Belton’s present mayor, 

A group calling themselves the Bi-Partisan Citizens Com- 
mittee for Better Schools came from Raymore to the Belton 
board on Nov. 25, 1958, asking the Raymore school be annexed 
by Balton. While Selton considered how to handle this additional 
187 children, Raymore held an annexation vote whieh did not 
carry. 


BUILDINGS 





When completed in 1922 this building (present Walnut St. building) was considered the finest in Cass County. 


As settlers pushed into new territoryand built homes, they 
soon established churches and schools. Belton was no exception. 
No authentic school records prior to 1896 are available in the 
school vault where such recrods are kept, However, talks with 
older people who can reme*aber hearing the stories, have been 
relied upon and these sometimes differ in respect to details. 

The first school house was located at Cedar and Second 
street and was built in 1878. In 1881, an addition was made 
at a cost of $1,000. This brought the building up to four-raom 
size at a total cost of $1,700. The building was moved up fown, 
between Main street and the railroad right-of-way, back of 
where the animal hospital and Belton laondry are now, When 


it was no longer in use as a schoal it was used as 4 storage 
place for grain, oats being stored upstairs. Benjamin’, Hargis 
tan the place and Mr. Berry, Mrs. Trotter's father, was his 
bookkeeper. Mr. Monroe, father of f.eta M. Corley, was another 
early manager of this ¢rain business. This building was later 
destroyed by fire. 

George Scott gave land at Walnut and Scott in order to ob- 
tain a new school. This was a two-story brick building con- 
sisting of six rooms anda hallway which was later converted 
to the seventh classroom, It had outside toilets anda water 
well, and is the building present residents refer to as ‘'the 
old school.’? It was built in 1888 andwas used until the present 
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Walnut street building was erected, After this the building was 
serviceable as a base for vocational suucation —arriculture 
and liome economics, 

In March, 1908, the Hoard. received a petition, signed by 
42 eltizens of (he sthool distri¢t, calling for 2 special election 
for Voting bonds to repair, heat by steam, and build two addi- 
tional classrooms. The election called for o $4,500 loan for 
heating and repairs and carried 124-17. Steam heat was added, 
and in 1904 a fire escape was builtby a Mr. Sharp for $169.70, 

Then, in September, 1918, ‘The teachers’ request 
for partitifions in the girts* closet was granted and the 
janitor ordered ta construct same according to specifications 
of teachers.’? 

In December, 1920, the Board began working on plans for 
whal became the Walnut street building which is still being 
used as the junior high building. Mr, Felts, arclutect, met 
with the Goard and was retained lo make plans and speclft- 
vations, Marl Ferrel (board meuiber), W. E, Sinith (superin- 
tendont) and 4, L, (Mule) Campbst! (vacational agriculture 
teacher) were appointed as a committees to work with Mr, 
Felts. The volers approved (400-33) bonding the district for 
920,000 to erect the building in May, 1921, Mr. Stultz was 
awarded the eontract for $51,750 and Mr. Foley was given the 
contrset for heating and plumbiw for $9,500. (t must have 
hecome apparent that the Tunds voted in May were \nsufficient, 
as the Board turned to the voters again in a special election in 
November, 1921, asking for $34,000 at six per cant. The bonds 
carried 271-6. Tha Helton Masonic Lodge and the Parent- 
Teachers association took charge of laying the cornerstone. 
The Walnut building was first occupied in 1922, 

During the 1930’s the inadequacy of the old building be- 
came more evident, but times were hard, andin 1933 the Board 
asked their secretary to drafta WPA project covering all pro- 
posed work on the west (old) building, playground and parking 
area and submit to WPA for consideration, In December of 
thal year, they asked the state school boardto send an inspector 
{o examine and pass on the old building from the standpoint 
of safely, Dr. Viles came, andsaiditwas not immediately dan- 
gverous but should oot be overloaded; heavy equipment used 
by the lunchroom should be kept off the top Moor and put 
in the basement instead. Dr. Viles was asked to use his in- 
Nuence to get the WPA project Jor renewal of the west bnild- 
ing. The direction of the planning changed and in October, 
1939, the Board called a special election asking for $8,000 in 
bonds to clear the site and erect 2 new science and arts 
building, That same month the old building was closed, except 
for the vocational agriculture departmentand some governnient 
sponsored adult classes such as the classes in canning in 
tin which were taught by Gladys Pennington, This science 
and arts building was completed in 1940 and fs now being 
used by junior high classes in shop, home economics, art and 
special education for the junior and senior high. An addition 
was made to the east side of the building in 1963. This, to- 


vether with the old Walnut building, is considered the junior 
high campus, the Scott building having been returned in 1971 
to elementary use, 

The school system has aften been plagued by overorowd- 
ing and in 1954 the Snott elementary was opened with ten class- 
rooms, offices and an all-purpose room, equipped with kifchen, 

This buildine was used for grades one through fonr. The 
fifth and sixth grades were not moved from the Walnut boild- 
ing until other elementary schools were erected. 

fn 1956 the Board asked for 3 $235,000 bond election 
for a high school building and purchase of a site for a new 
elementary building, The vote was favorable, 280-12. The 
first section of the new high school, completed in 1958, con- 
tained two science laboratories, home economies laboratory, 
two commerce rooms, 2 visual aid room, library, guidance 
and counseling rooms, toilet facilities, seven classrooms, ard 
administrative offices. That same year voters approved an 
additional $140,000 to complete a second section of the high 
schoal. This contained a gymiasinm-auditoriuin, ceneral 
shops, arts and crafts rooms, cafeteria, toilet and shower 
facilities, In 1989 the third section was occupied, more than 
doubling the classroom space and adding the comfort of car- 
peting and air conditioning. 

Tn August, 1958, Belton voted (260-17) bonds inthe amount 
of $140,000 ta buitd and furnish Westover school on land pur- 
chased from William H. Hargis for $7,000, adjacentto Richards- 
Gebaur Air Force base, The school has been renamed Gladden 
Rlementary in honor of Bill Glatiden who was principal from 
shortly after the school opened in 1969 until his death in 1971. 
This has always been regarded as the air base school, though 
many others have attended it and Richards-Gebaur children 
sometimes attend the other schools, 

The next vear Cambridge elementary school was erected 
on former Hankins property south of the cemetery on Cam- 
brifge road. Patrons yoted (66-14) $120,000 for this one, 
in the middle GOs, this building was about doubled in size with 
the addition of twelve classrooms andtwo small rooms, making 
it the largest elementary building in the system. 

Hillerest was built west of town on Highway 5% in 1963 and 
is oir newest elementary school. I has 24 classrooms, 
Nurses’ quarters, music reom, offices, teachers’ workroom, 
Storage, and an all-purpose room that Js built to be tornado 
proof, This roum ls equipped with a kitehen, 

In addition to these buildings, the school has purchased 
five mobile classrooms, two for kindergarten at Hillcrest. 
and twa at Gladden, one for kindergarten classes and one for 
fourth grade. 

This past January patrons yoted bonds in the amount of 
$975,000 to provide a modern junior bigh building on schoal 
property at Mill and Claveland. The first phase will consist 
of 32 classrooms, olficas, library, gymnasium, toilets, and 
storage room. The buildiug will be carpeted and air-condi- 
tioned. It will house the eighth and ninth grades, The seventh 





The present high schoo! building, 
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grade will nof move iuto the mw building 
until the second half is completed tn 
about two years. 

Bond figures quoted in this article 
are not intended to represent fotal costs 
of the buildings. Government grants 
have been added to district effort in 
every instance beginning with the fund- 
ing, through WPA, on the science ond 
arts building in 1931, 

Belton can justly take pride in tts 
school facilities. The district keeps 
planning and building to keep pace with 
increased enrollment and to maintain a 
Triple A rating (the highest given by 
the state) and fo keep accrediation by 
the North Central Association ofSchools, 








- * oF ae 


~ - 


Artist’s drawing of new Junior High Schoo}, 


PROGRESS AND PRODUCT 


Belton's curriculums have changedtofitthe changing times 
and have always been adequate, including subjects that would 
anable the student to find and to qualify for a niche in life. 
Before music, drama and the finearts became course subjects, 
the Board encouraged them by letting the school rooms to 
teachers of piano and dancing and hiring coaches for drama, 
declamations, debating. Mary Catherine Sams, a first grade 
teacher at the time, was so employed in the 1930's, For all 
this she received seventy dollars per month, 

When school was out in 1899, the Board **let the building 
to Miss Lora Grimes and Miss Lizzie Shouse to teach a one- 
month subseription school”? In 1938 they decided ‘ Hartman 
be permitted to use the old building for music instruction 
during the summer, the new building to be closed June 1.” 
The next year ‘*Special teachers of music, dancing, etc. be 
allowed to use the old building after May 1.’ 

There were early attempts to provide an adequate library. 
In the early years of the century the Board gave the five cents 
per child enumeration paid to the school for the purchase of 
library books, 

mm 1906, the purcnasing committee of the Board was 
authorized to supply Room One with slate and lead pencils, 

Vocational agriculture for high school students came in with 
the Walnut street building, thongh the old building was used for 
this department. The snbject was introduced by J. L, (Mule) 





Class of 1918 


This class was the first to wear capsand gowns. Shown (1 to r) 
front row are Florence Houston, Harry McNutt, Leta Schwanke, 
Wallace Blair and Lizzie Williams. Back row, Catherine 
Johnson and Gilmore Bradford, 


Campbell, who had conducted practice teaching classes here 
for the University of Missouri as early as 1920, when there 
was only one other such program in the state. Other vocational 
agriculture teachers were Gus Dierks, Clawson and Kroeck. 
The vocational agriculture judging teams won many honors 
in competition at the American Royal and in the state, The 
Belton dairy judging team won first place at Memphis in 
competition with teams [rom 32 states in 1927, 

As Belton moved from an agricultural community to a 
more industrial one, the school moved too, and vocational 
agriculture was exchanged for industrial arts and additional 
commercial courses, Home economics was kept as girls 
are still preparing for homemaking. 

If close attention is paid, reflections of our country’s 
history can be seen in the curricular changes, John Meador 
of Grandview says his high school German courses served 
a useful purpose for him when he went to fight them in World 


War 1, but on August 2, 1918, the Board ruled **No German 
shall be taught?’ and offered a course in french instead, 
Shadows of the depression are seen when, during the 1930's, 
the Board agreed that ‘‘any post-graduate student in the 
Commerce Department shall pay $25 per year, one semester’s 
tuition to be paid in advance"? 

Another example of changing the currleulum to fit the 
times: In 1499 the “Board decided that a diploma might be 
issued to Miss Sadie Monroe by making an exception of 
Latin. The next year ''The course will be the same as last 
year excepting latin which may be optional with the student.’ 
Later children were designated as being in the Latin course 
or the Engitsh course. 

No one received a diploma without working for if in the 
early days. In 1899 the Board fixed a grade of eighty percent 
for examination of pupils for graduating, and they seemed lo 
adhere to it. The quality of the school anda little insight on 
the part of the Board drew ‘the cream of the crop’ lo Belton, 
In 1912 the Board gave scholarships to “honor student from 
Drexel, Cleveland, Raymore, Cass County, and to each district 
in Cass County.”? This attracted capable and serious students 
and enhanced the quality of the graduates. Following is a list 
of some of Helton’s graduates from these outlying districts. 
Names followed by (T) shaw those who became teachers. 
Wo claim is made for the completeness of this list. 

PECULIAR —9 miles S. ©, James Welborn; RAYMORE — 
Sallie Harwood, Lois Lighteap, Ida Mae Smith, Raymond 
Brisbin, Ralph Chaffin, Dean Shipley, Kenneth Bier, Carl 
Moneymaker; GILMORE ~ John, Milton, Laura and Verna 
Twente, Lydia, Bertha, Nannie, Mollie, Sallie, Howard and 
John Perkins, Russel and Susie Crum, Ethel and Harry Seha, 
Maude and Lea Yost, Mable and Wayne Painter, 

MAPLE RIDGE ~ John \W. Meador, Bill Davidson, Ivy 
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Green ('T); HIGH GROVE ~ Margaret Snider (T); GRANDVIEW 
Fannie Lillard) Robinson (T), Herbert Kreeger; MASTTY — 
Arthur and Henry Botts, Emma Sage, Gladys, Clarence and 
Ray Reynolds, 

BALDWIN — Roy, Kerry, Clarente, Chester and Mazie 
Meadur, Mary Barr, Mary C. Sams (1), Hathe, Clyde and 
Maude faldime; MeSpadden — Mary, Dot and June Holloway; 
HIGH BLUE — Kate Trullinger, Tiaura, Fannie and hd Haw- 
thorne, Huel B. and Kathleen Young, Robert Halloway; MT. 
PLEASANT —Lena Walters (T), Morineand Mary Bill Hendrix, 
Esther (T), Ruth, Doris and Baker LaMar, Grace Dohsor; 
PLEASANT PRAIRIE — Inerums (T), Wests and Aldersons. 
PLEASANT VALLEY — Marie, Faustina and LeRoy Dodson, 
Hazal Nelson Kineaid, Jerry Sullivan, A Rosier, William Tar~- 
Tison, Harriet (T), Nell and John Shouse, Rev. Jaudon. 

SWAMPY — Charlie Brown, Andy Sears (T), Charley and 
Carl Wenderson, Wallace and Mike Flair, tes, Nancy (T), 
Florence (T), Fetn (T}, Jom (T) and Albert (T) Reid, Verna 
Olivia, and Catherine Boren; DREXEL —Francis Vogel, Goldie 
Davis, Mae Shorb (T) and Herpalicy Gray (T). 

Many graduates from Belton itself became teachers. Many 
others have made useful places for themselves in other areas 
of service, David Allen Lasley, M, DB, is a arologist in the 
state of Kansas. Harold Rosier is an outstanding surgeon in 
Waurika, Okla, In World War I he served with General Patton 
and at one time worked 72 hours without stopping. Dr, Ivan 
Miller is a radiologist in the San Francisco area. Don Bishop 
is an orthopedic surgeon with General Motors, Join McKee 
is a Doctor of Osteopathy, practicing in Bellon, Terry Tracy 
specialized in gynecelogy and obstreties and is practicing in 
Wichita. 

Then there was the other kind of doctor —the Ph.D. George 
Spear, Jr., is the newest one, having just earned his degree 
from the University of Missouri where he is assistant Dean of 
Continuing Education. Henry Boots’ Ph.) was in chemistry 
and he was with Hercules Powder Company until he retired in 
Florida. John Shouse, Ph.D, was at one time Superintendent 
of Schools in Kansas City. The brothers Ryden were two 
Belton high school graduates who became Ph.D's, George H. 
Ryden took his degree in Education and Lawrence Ryden, 
Ph.p., was the originator of latex paint for the Dow Chemical 
Company. Other Ryden graduates of accomplishment are 
Carl, who was afl engineer with the Federal Aviation Authority 
in planning Richards-Gebaur and Donald Ryden whoisa retired 
Air Force Colonel. Another Belton graduate who is a Ph.D. is 
Dr. Harold Black, principal of un elementary school in Calif, 

These are amouy Belton graduates serving as gospel 
ministers; Fred Campbell in Texas; Frank Herr in Colorado; 
Harry Spear in Maryville, Missouri; and Franklin Lohr in 
Liberal, Missouri, The Rey. Fuller Jaudon was a preacher 


in the corninunity that bears that name. 

In addition to these professionals, we have Grace Wilson 
Vau Brunt, fuunder and president of the Graca Company, 
mamwacturer of children's elothes and Lucey Wilsor Dunlap, 
wiio nperales lhe Little Shirt Company. A Ives Reid was at one 
time State Representative for this area, Many Beltongraduates 
have gone on to earn college degrees and bring distinction to 
themselves and 6 their country, 

If you have attended Belton Public School at any time 
suice 1896, be assured there Is a record, not only of your 
attendance, but of your conduct and performance as a student, 
This may sound like ‘*Judgment Day’ but a student should 
take his rasponsibilities seriously and accept free public 
education as a privilege not to be taken lightly. Thousands of 
hours of study and preparation and many dollars have gone 
into the planning and development of an institution of which 
Belton is justly proud, and it’s yours -- so work for its con- 
tinued improvement and never, never abnse It. 


BELTON'S PRESENT 
SUPERINTENDENT 


Dr. James N. Shannahan ** 





The Meadors 


Over a period of 68 years there has been a member of the 
Meador family attending the Belton schools, 

Beginning with Roy W. Meador, who enrolled in the Belton 
Hich School from the Baldwin country school north of town in 
Sept. 1904, the next in line were his brothers and sisters, 
Berry, Clarence, Chester, Mazie, Harry, Herbert and Mar- 
euerite, 

In the next generation there was Marjorie L¢e, Chester L., 
Sara Margaret, Robert W., Nellie, Irma, Dean, Sara Ellen, 
James G, and Harry Dallas. 

Robert W. Jr.'s enrollment hegan the third generation. 
Theresa will be 2 senior this year at Belton High School mak- 
ing 19 members of the family whohave attended Belton schools. 


Class of 1919 


Because of World War J, this class had 
no formal graduation pictures taken, 
Shown hottom row (1 to r) is Frank 
Smith and Russell Crow. Middle row 
Faye Casper, Bernice Blair, Marian 
Wells, Kathleen Barnes, Frances Meil- 
ler and Mildred Hart. Top row Mildred 
Smith, Verdi Gibbs, Pauline Alderson, 
Charles Middleton, Allen George, Mil- 
lard §verett and Mildred Street, Miss 
Gibbs taught physics, agriculture and 
basketball, Miss Street taught French, 
English and Economics. 


Dr. C. F. Yeokum 


1894-1906 — A, A, Wirt (salary $80 per month); 1906- 
1909 —Tom Walker (salary $75 per month); 1909-1911 —F,. L. 
Harrison ($100 per month); 1911-1918 —F, M, Dumm ($125), 
the first one referred to as superintendent; 1918-1919 — 
Lucius §. Wright ($133 1/3 ) one month his warrant was made 
out for $133.34 and then for two months $133.33; 1919-1924 — 
W. E. Smith ($100 —in 1920 he was given $2,000 over a 12- 
month period, the first on other than a monthly basis, and 
the first with an expense account), 

1924-Jan. 17, 1925 — C. E. Brock. For the last half-year 





Prof. F. M. Dumm 


Miss Hazel Slusher, now Mrs. Hazel O’Dell, was promoted to 
superintendent. She was offered the position again but preferred 
classroom teaching, and was given a $100 bonus in appreci- 
ation for her fine service; 1925-1934 — G. J, Smith ($2,400); 
1934-1936 — FE. L, Zion ($1,485); 1936-1939 — David U. Groce 
($150 per month for ten months); 1939-1947 — Vernon Griggs 
($155 to $2,600); 1947-1948 — Charles E. Nesbitt ($2,800); 
1948-1955 — Elvis FE. Simpson ($3,000); 1955-1968 — pr. C. F. 
Yeokum; 1968-1971 — Dr. Donald E. Tolbert; 1971 —Dpr, 
James N. Shannahan, 
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At top left is Vernon W. Wille, who 
left the Belton school system at the 
end of the 1972 school year after ha- 
ving been high school principal for 
14 years, Topright, The Beta Mothers 
at a meeting early this year. This 
organization has helped the members 
of Beta Club attend state conventions 
in St. Louis the past several years. 
Students are selected on the basis 
of scholarship, character and service, 
Bottom left, Belton Red Cross volun- 
teers help out during the year in the 
school health rooms, Mrs, Kay Mc- 
Cartney presents an oil painting of 
the late Bill Gladden to James N. 
Shannahan, superintendent. The pic- 
ture hangs in the W. O. Gladden 
school (formerly Westover Elemen- 
tary). 






t 
Mrs. Mary 


Belton’s first kindergarten began in 1951. 
Ketteman established a spring term kindergarten in her 
llome with eight pupils, That fall, she beran a [ull term with 


14 pupils. A committee of the Baptist Church membership 
then helped organize and sponsor the school which met at the 
churel) under the cuidance of Mrs. C, E, Keltner, These 
youngsters were the first group-to officially '‘graduate’? from 
Buttons first kindergarten which was eventually tec parmen 


oe. a 


ea 





Hit, 


into the Belton school system. Pictured back row (1 to r) are 
Linda McKee, LeRoy Dillon, Pamela Bishop, David Folk, 
Nancy Alexander, Ricky Pearson, Donna Harris, Jim Blair, 
Lana Buck and Billy Westhoff, Front row, Diana Shirk, Naney 
Lee Benson, Jimmy Sperling, Margo Tabor, Billy Keeney, 
Alice Shader, Don Balding, Glenda Combs, Jerry Jackson and 
Ruth McNeil. A good many of these students went on through 
school together and graduated from Belton High School in 1965. 





CASS COUNTY BASKETBALL champions for 
the 1929-30 season was this group. Knownas 
the ‘point-a-minute’ team shown top row 
(1 to r) are Eugene Hart, Jesse Grisham, 
Prof. G. PD, Keith, coach; Wilber Wyatt, 
Albert Craycratt, Bottom row, Kenneth Groh, 
Harold Rosier, Terrill Yocum and James 
Pettus. Three high school students of the 

seventies ‘ham it up’ after a unique band 

concert. Representing the thirties (left) is” 
Janell Chadbourne; the fifties, Kathy Maurer, 
and the seventies, Barbara Klaus, At right, 
a typical Belton school class of the seventies, 


Shown back row (1 to r) are Mrs. Howard 
Westermall, Richard Fager, Roger Cecil, 
Brenden Wiley, Wayne Spencer, Evelyn Mur- 
phy, Karén Duncan, Sandy Lane, Bob Gaul- 
din, principal and director of elementary 
education: Third row, Terry McHale, Jim- 
my Gunning, Sherry Lofstrom, Lori Dea- 
kins, Patti Maurer, Billy Buzzini. Second 
row, Linda Benning, Adrian Turner, Kim 
Green, Billy O’Connell, Randy Cummings, ty 
Gary Beauchamp, Jimmy Sears, First row, 
Michael Van Ess, Daniel Porter, Mark Ren- 
ken and Patricia Sloan, 
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Denise Pamela Anams, Dottie L. Anderson, Greg Arm- 
strong, Steve Armstrong, Deborah Rae Arterbery, Randall 
Taylor Attwood, Lee Baker, John Bath, Stan Lee Bell, Ralph 
T. Berry, Vicki G. Berry, Bobette Bess, Jonathan Grant 
Biddison, Donna Jean Biles, Gregg Rohert Rogucki, Michael 
Wayne Boydston, Stanley Michael Bozarth, Dwight C, Bran- 
non, Debra K, Brewer, Sandra L, Brooks, Patricia L, 
Burke, Jennifer Ann Butler, Roger 4. Callahan, Angelia 
Carlene Candler, Steyen L, Carson, Marjory Elizabeth 
Chapman, Marianne Coe, Carol Ann Coit, Billy G. Coleman, 
Jr., Lang K. Coleman, Marvin Lee Colgin, Blizabeth Marie 
Combs, Craig frnest Conklin, Arthur W, Courcelle, Sallie 
Ellen Courter, Vicki Lyn Cunningham, Allen Dale, Ragina 
Kay Daieron, Susan R. Darden, Robert Davidson, David 
Davis, Robert B. Dehnert, Jr., Margo Lynn bellaguardia, 
Michael A. Depants, Ava Marilyn Diamond, Damon kK. Dim- 
mick, Diana K. Dimmick, Donna G. Dobson, Janice gue 
Dockery, Karharz Jo Dorsey, John Oowns, Mike Earhart, 
Linda Kay Elkins, Susan J. Ferraro, Jill Ann Ferree, Monte 
Ray Fleagle, Sheryl Ann Fleming, Anita Carol Ford, Roger 
Leigh Fouts, Pat Frazier, Robert D, Freeman, Warl C. 
Fuller, Mark Gaby, Billie Ann Gammill, Timothy Patrick 
Garrahan, Lorraine Ganvin, Gigi G. Gieger, Mary Desira 
Gillespie, Daniela Glaser, Sharon Mai Goin, Patricla Ann 
Goldman, Michael &. Grant, Martin L. Griffin, William ©, 
Griner, Stephen D, Gray, Rex Anthony Hainey, Linda L, 
Rall, Terry Louise Hall, Chris E. Hambley, Vinnie Mae 
Hammond, Vickt Lynn laukins, Janice Irene [flayes, Judith 
Lynn TWayes, Joseph Steven Hayes, Jay Stuart Helland, 
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Graduates - 
William Michael [Jenry, Sandra Lee Hibbert, Ricky L. 
Hicks, Karen l.ynn jiilaszek, Rhonda Hilburn, Kathryn Ann 
Hill, Patricia Diane Hillis, Chuck A. Molden, William Ss. 
Holden, Gerald Howell, Donna Lynn |lubbard, Michael 
Hughes, Romonia &, Hunholz, Sharon Kay Hutchinson, 
Donna Lynn Hutto, Joh Ww, Irwin, Richard W. Jakeman, 
Steve E, January, Jerry Lynn Jeremiah, Curtis Lee John- 
son, Steve W, Johnston, Cheryl Dalynn Jones, Teresa Lynn 
Jonés, James Edward Jursch, Keith Kappen, Janice Pileen 
Keller, Rita Kay Kelley, Edwin Dale Kenslow, Robert Fred 
Kiefer, Albert 1. Kinwarthy, Jr., Randy &. Knippa, Warry 
Steven Knoblauch, Janell fae Kolesar, Rud Lager, Cindy 
Laine, Claire janet Lambert, Mendis G, LaMons, Maniel 
Lawrence, Randall L. Lawson, Tnel W. Looney, Patricia 
Jean Lowry, Naney Faye Lusk, Linda McAllister, Leslie 
MeéCanon, Michael Edward MeDonough, Patricia Catherinu 
MeNDoholgh, Mark leonard MeFarland, andy Verne 
McKee, Richard Waile MeKinley, Susau Marie McKnight, 
Charley N, MeNeely, Mona R, Mackey, Walter Josepli 
Maguire, Joyee Louise Manor, Georsanne Martin, Donald 
J. Miller, Kevin Mugene Miller, Sharilyum Rae Miler, 
Linda Sue Mills, Kayla Sue Mitchell, Sharon Kay Morris, 
Sheila Morris, Douglas Mosby, lL. K, Mosby, Jr., Jan T, 
Moseh, Anita A. Moyer, Gree L, Mull, Douglas A. Neuge- 
bauer, Steven G. Newkirk, Susan J. Newman, Brent James 
Nick#l, Joy Lynn Offutt, Janice Paeth, Mary Louise Patter- 
son, Linda Pelers, Margie ER. Peters, Timothy R. Peter- 
son, Wade Scott Plummer, Rehekah Lu Papejoy, Edward 
J. Porter, John ©. Powell, Mark Douvlas Putnam, Robin 
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hk, Quass, Douglas Joseph failey, Jr., Dehorsh susan 
Raines, Mary Dianne ffanev, Thonias Wayne franseher, 
Diane Marie Ravellette, Paula Jo Pawlins, Cethy Ray, 
Debersh Ann Ray, Jo Ready, Shirley lucille Reardon, 
Joha Edward Renken, James Navid Robbins, Jenntfer Loa 
Rode, Debbie iwnn Roebuck, Gloria Jae Rossiter, Fred- 
erick Allen Rudroff, Larry Rogers Sanders, fends 
Joanie Sawyer, Gary Robert Scott, Harbara A.Shaw, 4. ©, 
Shepherd, Keith Michael Stevens, David Stevenson, Fugers 
L, Strathman, Charles Joseph Stukesbary, Roy Alesandor 
Skivers, Colleen Frances Slinker, Dan f. Smith, Jan M. 
Smith, Jack Oliver Smith, .fr., Andrew Prank Snead, Alan 
Spidla, Mare R, Sportsman, Judith Kay Sprige, yanee 
Steen, June Asie Steinbrueck, Paul J. Stoll, Jr., Miehael 
Deas Sulgrove, Lewis Robert Sullivan, kick F, Swaffer, 
Tebra Sue Swaffer, stan L, Swaggart, Linda Lee Swan, 
Willian G. Talett, Jv., Deborah Kay Taylor, fohert 
Yerreall ‘Taylor, Anthooy Albert Tuylor, John Mitchel! 
Teal, James Francis Terry, Renleth W. Thoms, Larry 
Rav Tadd, JT Rae Toon, Rielhurd R. Tracy, Freda Tray- 
lor, Felwina Ann Tull, tyntse Adele Turtier, Michiel W. 
Valdepena, Michael W. Valdepena, Michael J. Van Akon, 
Terry Lee Van Dyne, Shirley Anu Van Wyk, Gary Vidmar, 
fravid. Voorhees, Bonita Ruby Walker, Sharun Kay Walker, 
Marsaret Janette Wall, Pegay Aun Thoripsun Weemer, 
Jobn 5. Wenkel, hebra “oan West, Naulel Nayal White, 
Nauey Gall White, Linda Ann Winnie, Lari Lee woll, 
Christopher DL Wool, Barry BR. \Wonlwervl, Butera Wrlrlt 
Guy Wrighl, Jowt Davie wyseman and Larry Wh. Younp. 
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Belton's Main Street in 1951 looked {ike this. The aeria/ photo was taken the same year 
looking northeast from the then new Lacy Estates development. 


The transition of a city that had been provincial began to 
take shape in the 1950s with a population growth to 1,226 from 
a 1940 census figure of 971, its eventual status later in the de- 
cade as the largest cityin Cass County, and fruition of an uphill 
struggle for establishment of Nouse-to-house mail delivery. 

Later came anannouncenient that would send Belton’s popu~ 
lation soaring when it was revealed in January of 1951 that 
the headquarters of a new air command to protect the Midwest 
against enemy bomber attack would be located at fhe Grand- 
view Airport. The Grandview Air Base (later to be ranamed 
Richards-Gebaur in July, 1956), was to serve as headquarters 
for a Central Air Command and act as a nerve-center for a 
network of outlying interceptor aircraft bases, 

At the mayoral reins during these years of tremendous 
srowth pofential was George E, Spear, who won re-election in 
April of 1951, three weeks after Memorial Park had been 
freed from debt when the sale of advertising space around 
baseball fields brought in snough money to pay off loans made 
by public spirited citizens. 


The Mount Pleasant and Pleasant Prairie school districts 
voted to join the Belton school district in April, 1950, to indi- 
cate expansion on the school front, Belton High School’s 1950 
graduation class numbered 20 and its 1960 class graduated 62, 


At the August, 1950 Belton High School reunion, Mrs. Lou 
Lewis of the class of 1894 wastheeldest rraduate. Mrs. Frank 
Mosby acted as chairwoman for more than 300 graduates and 
guests, In September of that year, the school system opened 
with an enrollment of 216 grade and 89 high school students, 


Probably the most spectacular accident pfthe decade came 
in September when John Van Brunt Jr. narrowly escaped fatal 
injury when his motor vehicle collided with a passenger train 
at the High Blue crossing on Highway 58. The crack diesel, 
making the crossing between 70 and 80 mph, was northbound 
when Mr. Van Brunt, eastbound, crossed the blind intersection. 

The nationally-famous Dale Carnegie, then living in For- 
est Hills, N. Y,, visited his Belton farm home in October, 

In addition to increased activity at Richards-Gebaur (nee 
Grandview Air Base) May of 1951 brought with it an over- 
whelming annexation vote to embrace areas on both sides of 
Highway 71 to the CaSs-Jackson County line into the city limit 
of Selton, Three months later the Ferd Owen Livestock Com- 


mission moved its headquarters tu the Belton area from Kan- 
sas City, In September the city conncil appointed the first plan- 
ning commission to initiate zoninz laws for Belton, Servine on 
that first commission were Mary Catherine Sams, Frank Blair, 
Jr, Willlam V. Powell, Earl Westholf and George i. Spear, 
mayor. In October a plat was filed for a new ten-aere addition 
which provided for 20 building sites, It was named Catron 
Addition, 

In early 1952 agroupalcitizenspratestedin Jefferson City 
the relocation of Htevway 71 fo its present location from what 
is now Worth Scott Avenue, State engineers disavreed wilh the 
protest saying the move was necessary to eliminate a number 
af dangerous cttrves aid to conform ta the state's Llong—ranwe 
highway improvement program, 





Boy Scouts Fred Lininger, Skip Wyatt and Terry 


Wear spent a session at Camp Osceola in the early 
fifties. 


Belton schools continued to suffer growing pains in March 
when average daily attendance shot to 270 from 213 in 1949- 
1960. Figures pointed out that the cost to operate schools 
had risen to $58,000 annually from an $18,000 1939-40 figure. 

In April of 1952 the responsibility for operationand control 
of Memorial Park was turned over to the city council by the 
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DRILL TEAMS were active in the late for. 
ties and fifties, This was Belton’s Royal 
Neizhbors group. Pictured (1 to r) are 
Nainie Idol, musician; Mary Pitts, Coleen 
Hampshire, Pauline Hankins, Martha Pea- 
cock, Erith Gross, captain; Kathryn Rey- 
nolus, Mary Louis Hampshire, Helen Hamp- 
sire, Gladys Carter, Lillian Jdol, captain; 
Dorothy Feeback and Johnnie Deere, 


THE HELTON BOOTS AND BELLES 
Square bance Club at their Faster 
Dance in 1992. Standing (1 tu r) are 
Laura Dorrell, T[ouisa Gabrail, 
Marilyn Dial, Leo Dorrell, Richard 
Quim, Warren ial, Mary Faulkner, 
Frank Blair, Lloyd Starner, Paul 
Wyatt and Leo Mosby, Middle row, 
Rea Starner, Mary Lucille Bishop, 
unknown, and Kathryn Hankins. 
Kneeling are ill Powell, Helen 
Quinn, Ricky Quinn, Elizabeth Blair, 
Elean Wyatt, Ernestine Powell and 
Virginia Mosby. 


BETHEL CHAPTER of Job’s Daughters was 
granted its charter on Nov, 14, 1955, Charter 
members pictured are first row (1 tor) Mary 
Lou Webb, Emma Hundley, Betty Mustion, 
Mary Helen Erwin, Carol Jane Whittington, 
Rosemary Still, Jean Ann Jones and Harriet 
Hundley, Second row, Linda Howard, Michal 
Jackson, Mickey Tabor, Debbie Hockaday, 
Mary Ann Tabor, Barbara Herndon, Mary 
Lou Jacoby, Jessie Mae Bower, KarenSalis- 
bury, Mary McKinley, Beverly Beidleman. 
Third row, Verna Hopper, Janice Wyatt, Vir- 
ginia Nodine, Dixie McKinley, Anita McKin- 
ley, Harriet Turner, Nina Ladd, Ina Ladd, 
Margaret Hundley, Sharon Anderson, Ella 
Marie Still, Nancy Ann Price, Maria Ladd, 
Margaret Murphy and Jeannie Robie. 
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THIS IS BELTON’S only undefeated 11-man 
football team. The feat was accomplished in 
the fall of 1953, with a squad of 17 players. 
The team was coached by G. C. Coomes, Jr., 
himself a Belton alumnus. It was his first 
year of coaching 1l-man football. Team 
members were Verl Bowers, J. R. Wyatt, 
Larry Hankins, Brian Frank, Roland Neth- 
away, Johnny Groh, Johnny Haskins, Bob 
Carter, Ed Greenwell, Adrian Hampshire, 
John Porter, Jerry Hankins, Bruce Pressly, 
Don Greenwell, Vernon Mucke and Elmer 
Bishop, 


Chamber of Commerce and a merry-go-round, donated three 
weeks later by the Pleasant Prairie school district, proved 
the sturdiness of its construction by still being a part of the 
park’s recreational equipment to this day, 

After a drive for city mail delivery, Belton learned in 
May that if was turned down by postal department until a 
number of qualifications were met. Some of the qualifications 
ineluded af least $10,000 annually in postal receipts, improved 
streets and sidewalks, und the ereetion of house mimbers 
and street sigus, To acd to the frustration it was learned that 
a city must have more than 2,400 population, 

In June of 1952 Hy~Klas food stores, still serving Belton, 
became the official name of the Shawhan-Herndon grocery part- 
nership. In the same monthSouthwestern Bellacquiredthe local 
telephone company from Western Light and Telephone, 

Belton faced a severe water shortage in July when the 
Kansas City and Jackson County Water Ca. notified city of- 


EMERGENCY ORDER! 


(Conserve Your Water 


The City of Belton no linger is receiving water from KRannas 
City and mut deyend om lwo local wells for our waler supply. 
These wells DO NOT yive adequate water for normal use, so 
CONSERVE in every poestble way 


Do not wask cars 


Do not wast) unnecessary clothes 


Close all fsucets tightly 


Use sparinsly for Sanitation 


Water custoayiis bounc waeling water willie shut of f until 
the emergency is ever 


By order of the Mayor 
BELTON, MISSOURI 





fitlals use of water must be curtailed and that emergzency 
restrictions would be enforced, The same month Lamar Alr- 
port (uow Villnave), six miles southwest of Belton, opened for 
husiness for private airplanes. 

The year 1952 also saw the end of an era when the Dixie 
Theater, whieh started in 1909, went out of business with Citi- 
zens Bank moving into the 325 Main Street location, its pres- 
ent site. 

In January of 1953 Southwestern Bell, continuing to flex its 
expansion muscles, look over the Belton and Raymore tele- 
phone systems, Keeping abreast of the school district?s growth 
pattern, voters approved in March a $140,000 bond issue to 
construct what is now Scott elementary school. In May, the 
High Blue district foined the Belton district and in July the 
Methodist Church held an auction sale that elsared more 
than }1,000 to pave the way for construction of a new educa- 
tional building and sanctuary. In September, Belton schools 
opened with 469 pupils and in October, the first Air Force 
unit to be assigned to Richards-Gebaur -~ the 4876th Air 
Defense Group -- received orders it would be activated in 
October. 

In November Belton became the 279th community in the 
State ta welcome a Lions Club into its arms, Tha same month 
the BHS Pirates completed the 1963 football season with an 
unbeaten record in nine games. 


February Of 1154 saw the first Air Force unils move 
to Richards-Gebaur and in March the Central Air Defense 
Command completed the full transplant making elton » sur- 
vice community, New streel lights illuminated North Seatt 
Avenue and, Ina wolf drive spousoredby the American Lesion, 
500 hunters bagged four wolves, Tantamount to community 
progress Was the establishmen! of a building goning corte 
in May to bring orderliness to Relton's rapid prowth. Servine 
on the zoning commission were Russel] Mullen, chairman; 
Richard E, George, William V. Powell, Robert ff. Jones ant! 
dames ©. Branham, 

With the Chamber of Commerce erecting new pienit (abe 
les and the elty adding heavy daly playwround equipment, 
Memorial Park gained attention with its increased recrea- 
tional facilities. In August voters added 60 more acres to the 
city limit. That month also saw the advent of Air Foree Ap- 
preciation Night when more than 2,000 persons jammed the 
park. It remained Air Force Appreciation Night until the late 
sixties when the name was chanped to Reltun-Richards-Gebaur 
Community Day. September marked another record when 
school enrollment reached 587 pupils, 

In February of 1955 another 44 acres in Lacy Hstates was 
annexed into the city limil. After eight years ofa one-man 
reign in the mayoral seat, William VY, Powell chalked upa 
clear-cut victory over George ©. Spear to vive Relton a new 
adnligistration tn April, The same month the 442nd Troop 
Carrier Wing relocated at Richards-Gebaur. In May an open 
tonse at Richards-Gebaur saw a plane christened ‘The 
Spirit of Belton,’? Mayor Powell and Queen Carol Still offieci- 
aled at the christening. 

‘The change of more than 2,100 Belton and Raymore tele- 
Phones from manual to dial brought curiosity toarea residents 
in June with many trial calls, In September, Highway 71 
opened to by-pass Belton to the east and relieve considerable 
traffic problems, Now cussed by many, and ta be cussed by 
many in the future, one-way traffic was established on Main 
Street in September. Instituted in Getober was a first step 
in a renewed effort headed by the Lions Club to obtain city 
mall delivery. Direct dialing between Belton-Raymore and 
Kansas City was institufed in December, a month before 
Belton voters overwhelmingly supported a $230,000 band issue 
to expand water and sewer facilities, $70,000 to be used for 
a 300,000 gallon water tower at Deer Park and $160,000 for a 
new sewage plant just off Cambridgs Road. 

With a special census conducted in December, the impetus 
of which was started by the Lions Chih fo establish house-(o- 
house mail dalivery, Helton officially became the largest 
city in Cass Connty with a population of 3,010. 





NELSON MULLEN, prestdent of the Belton Lions 
Club made the presentation of the first metal streel 
signs to Mayor William Y. Powell as Herman Griggs 
(rizht) looks on. 
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in January of 1956 a new fire track was being equipped 
to replace a unit built for fhe department several years ago. 
A new city park (now called Peace Park) at Second and Chest- 
nut streets was to become a reality when in February, Miss 
Martha Smoot deeded six lots to the city. voters approved in 
March the addition of 239 acres (220 in Lacy Estates, 10 on 
South Avenue and nine on Markey Road) into the city. Belton 
placed its first official police car into service in March. The 
law enforcement vehicle was equipped with siren, red light, 
spotlight and two-way radio. After years of service in Belton, 
The Grace Company moved into its new building on Mill 
Street and in June a $235,000 hond issue was appraved with 
little opposition for a new high school building, The long battle 
for house-to-house mail delivery received a boost with the 
installation of street signs in August. In September the Belton 
school system hard 810 pupils enrolled. 

Finally, in June of 1957, house-to-house mail delivery was 
approved and after five years of frustration was instituted in 
November, Earlier in the year 65 acres on the old Carnegie 
farm and a ten-acre tract of G, C, Hankins was approved for 
annexation, Belton school enrollment approached the 1,000 
mark with the enrollment of 924 pupils, 

A complete police protection system was initiated in 
January af 1958 by Mayor Powell and the city council with 
the appointment of John Blum as special police officer, a 
step to give Belton 24-hour protection for the first time in 
its history. 

In June the Belton post office was elevated to first class 
status and master plans were drawn for sewer expansion in 
September, Ten acres for what is now Gladden elementary 
schobd] were annexed into the city in November and in December 
Raymore voters rejected a proposal to join the Belton school 
district, 

With Mayor Powell still at the mayoral helm (he won his 
third term in office in April) the year 1959 continued to show 
a tremendous growth pattern with 1,500 enrolled in the 


school system that September. Richards-Gebaur established 
base housing and the first family moved into the new quar- 
ters, 

The pattern set, the onee small-town Belton community 
would remain on its course for its establishment as a leader 
in Cass County. 


witiaS eye re 


CONSTRUCTION OF BELTON’S sewer plant was started on June i, 
1956 and was completed Jan 15, 1957. The project was written up in 
the October, 1957 issue of AMERICAN CITY magazine and was ap- 
proved by the State Board of Health in March, 1957, All work was 
done under the administration of William ¥V, Powell and aldermen 
James A, Herndon, J. Maurice Robie, G. ©. Coomes and Fred Folk. 
Shown accepting the keys to the plant from contractor John H, Par- 








Cu Memorial Day morning in 1957, a new flag pole was in- 
augurated al City Hall. These cub scouts were members of 
Belton’s newest den under the leadership of Mrs, Shirley 
Woodward, Pictured are (1 to r) Dick Summers, Tommy 
Peters, Bob Woodward, Zane Gresham, Donald Shaw and 
Kent Powell, 


LOS ANEELES FAMILY AISTORY CEN ita 





SAM FEEBACK, presents a picture he took of the first 


family ta President Harry S. Truman, Feeback had a 
studio in Belton after World War Tl and went on to be- 
come a well-known television cameraman. 


kinson is Mayor Powell. Others (1 to r) are R. IH, Sorber, engineer; 
Lyle Furman, plant operator; J. A. Herndon; Maurice Robie and John 


Folk. 
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City Government 





J. Wayne Willey, present mayor of Belton, was born in 
Kansas City, Jan. 22, 1934. He is a 1952 graduate of Center 
High School and graduated from the University of Missouri in 
1956. He served two years in the Army from 1956 until 1958 
and moved to Belton in 1962. 

He was a member of the Belton Jaycees for six years from 
1963 to 1969 and was president of that organization in 1967, 

He was elected city councilman in 1965, served two terms 
and was elected mayor in 1969. He is presently serving his 
second term. 

During his terms of office, the swimming pool was con- 
structed, the ambulance service was put into operation, the 
water lines were brought in from Kansas City, and the city 
limits of Belton have almost doubled by various annexations. 

A comprehensive zoning plan has almost been completed, 
and the city has established 4 Civil Defense and Warning Sys- 
tem, He is the first mayortopreside over an eight man council 
due to the change and addition of voting wards. 

Willey has operated the Wayne Willey Disposal Service 
in Belton since 1962 and .n 1971 acquired the Hickman Mills 
Garage, 


Tee teates 


z= 


Bates = ee 





Belton’s City Hall Park as it appeared in an earlier day. 
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J. R. Parrish and his family -- Belton’s first mayor 


George W. Scott and William H. Colbern platted and dedi- 
cated the town of Belton on Dec. 20, 1871. This dedication 
was witnessed by James B, Campbell, Notary Public of Jack~ 
son County. 

Within a year at least two-thirds of the town’s inhabitants 
signed the petition requesting incorporation and on Tuesday, 
August 27, 1872, the County Court of Cass County at Harrison- 
ville, Mo. did ‘order, adjudge and decree that henceforth 
the inhabitants - - - shall be a body politic and corporate 
by the name and style of ‘The Inhabitants of the town of Bel- 
ton’ and are hereby incorporated under said name ,,." 
The first Board of Trustees for the governing of the new 
town was appointed by the county court and consisted of J, B, 
Robinson, B. F, Dresser, L, M. Trumbull, A, M. Phleagur 
and McHenry Long, 

The Scott and Colbern First Addition to the town of Belton 
was platted and recorded on April 10, 1872 and the plat showing 
the original town boundaries was filed for record ten years 
later on April 11, 1882, 

Belton’s first mayor, elected in 1879, was J, R, Parrish 
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and he was followed in 1881 by George W. Seatt. Not all of 
the town’s mayors are known. City records prior to 1905 
are no longer in existence, 

W. J. Bradford was mayor for a total of 12 years, He 
served from 1905 to 1909, from 1923 to 1924 and from 1935 to 
1939, During Bradford's first term construction was begun on 
the present City Hall with one directive ordering ‘‘all lumber 
to be straight and sound, free from loose knots, shakes and 
well seasoned”, 

W. P,. Houston governed Belton [or 10 years from 1911 
ta 1919 and from 1921 to 1923. In April, 1911, an election of 
Ordinance 138 regarding an electric light franchise was held 
and defeated, 

Next in length of service were G. A, Noland and George 
E, Spear with atotal ofeight yearseach as mayor, 1925 through 
1931 were the years in which Noland led the town’s growth. 
Ronds were approved on Jrdinance 241 coyering a water works 
and sewer system in 1929. Spear directed Belton’s advance 
from 1947 to 1955, 1948 saw the passage of the gas Franchise 
Ordinance (298) and the passage of Ordinance 204 in May of 
1951 saw further growth as Belton extended its city limits. 

A. Ives Reid elected April 7, 1941 as mayor served until 
Jan, 4, 1943 when he resigned totake office as State Represen- 
tative. 

Arthur Francis (Frank) Hundley, the only mayor to die in 
office, was born in Kansas City, Kans. on May 3, 1883. Or- 
phaned when he was 14 years old, he and a younger brother, 
Charles Groyer Hundley, made their home with relatives, 


Hundley married Mary Emiline Hundley on June 8, 1904, 
He was employed by the Hope Lumber Company, starting as a 
yard man, and during the next twenty years in Belton, he be- 
tame bookkeeper, local manager and then district manager 
for the lumber yard, He was also a contractor and builder and 
built many homes in Belton. After his death, his wife served 
as city clerk for seven years, 

William J. Mosby was the first mayor who was born and 
raised in Belton and his term of office extended from 1961 to 


FORMER 


J. R. Parrish, 1879-1880; George W. Scott, 1881; George 
W. Ferrill, 1882; mayors are not known for the years 1883 
to 1888; G. W. Reynolds, 1889; J, H. Young, 1890; William 
Chandler, 1891; William Anes, 1892; Dr, R. M, Slaughter, 
1893-1895; T. R. Hughes, 1897-1899; George W. Ferrill, 1900- 
1902; J. F. Blair, 1903-1904; w. J, Bradford, 1905-1907; 
George TE, Mosely, 1909; W. P. Houston, 1911-1917; Gus 





Mr. and Mrs. William P. Houston 





Arnold Davis, city administrator; Estella Davis, 
Alice Strathman and Mary Lucille Bishop are the 
office staff at city hall, 


1965. During his terms, the first city administrator was hired. 

The present mayor is J. Wayne Willey who was first 
elected in 1969, Working with him is Arnold E. Davis, city 
administrator. Present city councilmen are Leo Mosby, Thad 
P. Corder, Elmo Seymour, Melvin Bass, J. L. (Jake) Jones, 
Charles Davis, Leonard Rudroff and Russell Oliver. 

Still active in community affairs are past mayors, William 
V. Powell, William J. Mosby and Robert FE. Jones, 

Men who served on earlier city councils have not been 
mentioned, nor have those who worked on various city boards 
and committees; but without the efforts of good, well-intentioned 
men who gave generonsly of time andenergy, Belton would never 
have reached its 100th birthday. 


MAYORS 


Handley, 1919; wW. P, Houston, 1921; W. J. Bradford, 1923; 
G,. A, Noland, 1925-1931; E. D. Enloe, 1933; W. J. Bradford, 
1935-1939; A. Ives Reid, 1941; W, Burkhart, 1943; A. F. Hund- 
ley, 1943-1945; Dr. H. L. Bussong, 1945; George EF. Spear, 
1947-1953; Willfam V. Powell 1955-1959; William J, Mosby, 


1961-1963; Robert E. Jones, 1965-1967; J. Wayne Willey, 
1969-1971, 





Mr, and Mrs. Gus Handley 


A. Ives Reid 
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Mr. and Mrs. William V. Powell and Kent 





Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Jones 
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Belton Library 


Heiton’s Parent ‘Yeauher Association (PTA) led by Mrs, 
VY, S. (Laura) ‘Turner in 1936, laie the foundation for Beltan's 
One library. After d round lable discussion at d PTA program 
in the spring of thal year, followed by an organizational dinuer 
attended by some 50 people, the Belton Library Center was 
organized, Connittees were appointed to investigate location, 
shelving, books, means of support and operation, 

The site chosen was the Cunningham building (new Dryden 
Drug Store) using the small front room as the library and the 
larger room as a lounge for the convenience of women who 
lived in the country when they needed a place for meeting, 
rest, or care of children. 

Lumber wag donated by the Hope Lumber Company for 
shelves and the men of the community made them, Books were 
donated by the PTA, clubs and churches. 

The lounjre was open every day, but the Library fora 
while was open onlyafew duysa week and operated by meuibers 
of the PTA, In the early years, it was Supporled by donations, 
the proceeds of hamburger stands at street fairs, book reviews, 
newspaper 4nd magazine collections, a library association and 
other projects, The book reviews were given by women from 
Kausas City and held in the loonze, 

Members of the first board chosen from clvyic organizations 
and churches were Mrs. §, D. Sprinkle, president; Mrs, Millard 
McCulloh, secretary and board members, Miss Rose Glenn, 
Mrs, Hena Huber, Wylie Wood, Rev. C, A. Lemon and mys, 
Turner, 

Dr, J. BH. Lee Kinzy became a board member in 1937 and 
through his efforts N. Y. A. (National Youth Assn.) funds be- 
came available and Miss Pauline Endicott, Miss Frieda Wal- 
ker, Miss Virginia Herr and Miss Lila Filzgerald were bred 
aé clerks, 

A move was made to the Harris Muilding (419 Main) and in 
July, 1999, a Public Library Association was formedas a means 
of supporting the library. Another move was made, this time to 
rooms ahove the Murray Grocery Store in August of that 
year and in September, the board found itadvisable to transfer 
to a W, BP. A, project. Mrs. Margaret Miller snd Miss Kate 
Trullinger became clerks whose salary was paid by WP. A, 

Sometime In 194], the Library was moved to a downstairs 
room in the present Missouri Public Service building and then 


to an upstairs room over Turk’s Grocery Store (320 Main 
$t.) in 19493. The following year it became a tax supported 
municipal library and was moved to City Hall where it remained 
until it was moved to its present location in the American 
Legion building in June 1963, 

With the move its services began to grow Hike Topsy and 
in July, 1903, 1,763 books were circulated as opposed to 762 
the previous year. Children’s reading sessions were instituted 





and the library continued to craw, 

{u 196fi there was some diseussionanda petition circulated 
for thé Library to merge with the Cass County Publie Library 
Distriet with headquarters at Harrisonville, The local library 
board felt the merger‘*was notin the best interest of the Belton 
brary at this time." Eventually, in 1967, anesperimental nine 
month contract was entered into between the Belton Library, 
Cass County Library and Mid-Continent library association. 

Mid-Continent is a service set up to provide adequate, 
hibrary service to a number of libraries by using mass pur- 
chasing, provessing 2nd distritution of library materials, 
Belton’s library today is a member of Mid-Continent service 
as are all other Cass County litraries. All 30 libraries in 
the system share their reference sections and circulation 
collections, For Belton residents this means that they have 
access to almost any desired referance material within the 
space of a few days, simply by leaving their request at the 
local library, 

In the years 1947 to 1945, circulation figures ran from 
a low of 3,551 to a high of 4,940 in 1955. fm the next seven 
years, somewhere around 7,000 books were circulated per 
year, But from 1962 when circulation was 8,350, circulation 
figures jumped dramatically te 14,527 in 1963 to 26,048 in 
1966, The last five years the figure has averaged about 35,000 
annually, 

Pictured are (left) Miss Mildred Walker, assistant librarian 
who has been with the Belton library for 10 years and Mrs, 
Glenn Cowan, who after doing yolunteer work with the library 
for several years was named head librarian in 1967. 


Belton Post Office 


Belton's post office was established as a fourth class 
post office, March 18, 1872. It became a Presidential third 
class office on Feb. 14, 1899, advanced to second class July 
1, 1943 and to a first class office, July 1, 1958. 

There had been a post office at High Blue dating back to 
Aug, 21, 1860. James M, Woods was postmaster and the office 
was discontinued Nov, 14, 1462. It was re-established May 
15, 1867 and John #. L, Harris was postmaster followed by 
Hamilton Willis, Jan. 25, 1870 and Jerry V. Robinson on 
Apri] 19, 1871. Robinson became Selton’s first postmaster 
om March 18, 1872 and the High Blue office was discontinued 
April 22, 1872, 


Rural Free Delivery was started at the Belton Post Office 
with the establishments of Poutes One and Two on Nov. Ll, 
1902. Regular carriers that have served these Routes are 
Route One: Claude Metheny, Frank L, Hogard, Edward C, 
Barr, John Jones, Frank Schackelford, Claude Laughlin, 
Edgar Hitvelberger and W. H. Holman, On Route Two; Charles 
Casper, William E. Lawrence, J, Orville Gochnaner, Chester 
Meador and Thomas Keeney. 

City delivery was established at Selton on Nov. 16, 1957 
with two city carriers, At the present time there are 1] 
serving the area, 

The present post office twilding was occupied on Jan, 
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1, 1962, Before this, the post office had been located on Main 
Street for close to 50 years or more, first at 418 Main and 
then at 415 Main. Prior to that, according to old-timers, 
it had been located behind what is now Citizens Bank, 

In 1957, the rural routes served 314 families and at 
present they serve 1,051 families. The post office serves 
a total population of approximately 14,000 people. The pre- 
sent force consists of a postmaster, assistant postmaster, 
six clerks, 11 carriers, two rural carriers and two substi- 
tute rural carriers, 

Postmasters who have served the office and their ap- 
pointment dates are Frank G. Robinson, March 18, 1872; 
James A. Powell, Sept, 9, 1875; Marcelus Gilham, July 30, 
1878; Charles Heaven, April 27, 1881; Richard M, Johnson, 
Sept, 28, 1885; McHenry Long, Oct, 12, 1889; Richard M. 
Johnson, June 23, 1893; Abraham M. Johnson, July 14, 1897; 


Belton Fire 


The Belton Volunteer Fire Department was organized 
about 1913 when the city council agreed to purchase a hand- 
drawn chemical engine from Eureka Fire Hose Company for 
a total price of $287.56. Prior to that time Belton depended 
upon a bucket brigade ta extinguish fires anda fire marshal 
whose duties were to direet the citizens in their attempt to 
keep fire from spreading. Many fires at that time were im- 
possible ta extinguish and the order would be given to tear 
the building down tokeepthe fire from spreading and destroying 
the town. 

Belton's first appointed Fire Chief was C. E, Reynolds, 
a local grocer, Firemen were summoned byalarge bell, which 
is now in possession of the Baptist Church, Shortly after 1930, 
a siren was installed on the cityhall water tower to summon 
firemen and later they were also contacted by telephone. In 
recent years, additional sirens have been added and are in use 
today in conjunction with a modern tone-controlled alerting 
radio system which is used to contact firemen. 

The first modern fire equipment was a hearse which was 
purchased to keep the hose and equipment in, and the fire 
chief also attached a hitch to his automobile with which to pull 
the chemical engine. Later, a Model T Ford fire truck was 
purchased and at that time was considered very modern. 

In 1945, a 1923 Dodge fire truck was purchased from 
Mexico, Mo. It was balky, however, and when Henry Mucke was 
appointed fire chief in 1948, he built a fire truck from an old 
Chevy truck. According to Henry, it’sagoodthing Belton didn’t 
have many fires for a while because the old Dodge would never 
start. Mucke is credited with putting the department on a 
paying basis. 

There was no money to fix the Dodge truck, so Mucke 
checked with farmers within a six-mile radius and in three 
weeks, $1,800 was raised, A Chevrolet truck with stock bars 





Long-time postal employees were (! to r) Chester 
Meador, Nelson Mullen and E. #H. Hitzelberger. 


Charles Casper, Dec. 14, 1903; William A, Roberts, Jan, 5, 
1916; J. Orville Gochnauer, March 2, 1923; Nelson H. Mullen, 
Aug. 24, 1935 and Warren H. Dial, the present postmaster, 
Nov. 19, 1963. 

Employees pictured are back row (1 to r) Warren Dial, 
Rollin Ashbaugh, Gary Handley, Bill Holman, Steve Smith, 
Bill Halterman, Alben McDonald, Front row, Lela Handley, 
Mildred Houston, Carol Lindley, Marvin Brewer, Carl ud- 
gins, Carl Nelson and Tommy Dobson. Not present were 
Tommy Keeney, Bill Keeney, Roy Dougan, Ernie Diamond, 
Wayne Mooré, Woodrow Ellison and Charlene Tunnell, 


Departm ent 





George Spear, Jr. beside the truck bui/t by Henry 
Mucke, 


was converted to a fire truck and the pumping equipment from 
the old truck was bought. Mucke also built a tank for it, In the 
10 years Mucke was chief, the department paid its own way. 
There were sometimes as many as 60 grass Tires a month 
in those days. 

In the fifties, a surplus International truck became avail- 
able through a government program and was bought for around 
$500. During the sixties, the International was retired. Shown 
with the truck at that time are (1 tor) Dalhart Foster, Jun 
Steinbrueck, Bob Diamond, Lloyd Woodward, Kenny Woods 
and Ed Brunner, 

Other equipment has been added through the years and 
Belton’s department now has three pumpers, one tanker- 


- 158.- 





pumiper, @ rescue ambulance, utility truck and the city 
ambulance is operated jointly with the police and civil defense 
department. 

The first fire station was located on Ella Street where the 
water dock now stands. It was later torn down and equipment 
was housed in the rear of cityhall, On Dec. 14, 1971, voters ap- 
proved a bond election to purchase the Fleetwood Chevrolet 
building at 223 Main Street foranew police and fire station and 
the move to the new quarters was completed in early 1972. 

Records before 1955 are sketchy, but several damaging 
fires occured in Belton’s early years, one in 1889 and one in 
1904, both of which destroyed a good part of Main Street. In 
1961, Fay Hardware Co. at 401 Main was destroyed and in 1966 
the Home Lumber was seriously damaged, Records indicate that 
four fatalities have occured from fires in Belton, 

Belton’s department now consists of 24 volunteers and 








Belton’s first full time department member, Kirt Denkler, fire 
chief, A new, modern fire truck will be delivered soon, Denkler 
is shown beside the truck which is being custom-made for the 
Belton department. 

Members of the department pictured are back row (1 to r) 
Ron Wooderson, Fred McCombs, captain; Bud Mosby, Joe Tar- 
water, fire prevention officer; John Wit, Neil Bangs, Bob 
Meador, Gerald McCombs, Don Dunn, Don Webber, Basil 
Frasher, Barney Cable, Dick Bell, mechanic; John Porter, 
Bruce Frasher, captain; Curt Huckshorn, Larry Gravitt, Kibbey 
George and Buck Colaw. Front row, John Hart, assistant chief; 
Jerry Porter, captain and Denkler, Absent when the picture was 
taken was Joe Kidney, assistant chief andfiremen, Roy Porter, 
Don C. Fitzhugh and Jim Pratt. 





Above left, members of the department several years 

j ish a fire in Harry Olson's welding truck. 
Sat hte Seba Line: Dick Guanes Ray 
Batchelder, Jack Weeks and Bob Livingston, At 
right, the aftermath of the disastrous Fay Hardware 
fire. At left, Kirt Denkler, fire chief, stands beside 
the partially completed new fire truck, 
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Belton Police Department 
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Chief of Police - John Blum 


Until January, 1958, Belton’s police department consisted 
of a marshal, a post held by various men through the years. 
Some of these were Jim Lewis, Kinney Feeback, Mart Jacoby, 
Vernon Norris and Temple Forrest. 

At that time, John Blum, who had been training over- 
the-road drivers since 1948 became chief of police. The de~ 
partment then had one police officer, one patrol car anda 
base station at city hall, There was no record system; no 
accident reports were kept. 

A second patrol car was obtained in 1960 and there was 


then two patrol officers. Two more police officers were hired 
in 1964 and a radar set was purchased, By 1966, there was 
a total of five officers and a breatholizer was purchased which 
has since proven very successful, A police station was built 
in the back of city hall downstairs oceupying 450 square feet. 

A 2740 computer was acquired in 1971, which can contact 
points all over the United States in a matter of seconds, It re 
ceives and sends messages and checks records of any sub- 
ject in question, Ten full time officers are now employed 
and five patrol cars moderately equipped, are serving Belton 
today. 

When Blum took over in 1958, Belton had a population 
between four and five thousand and comprised an area of 
four square miles. Belton’s area is now 16 square miles 
and the population is over 12,000, Two cars are patrolling 
the streets, 24 hours a day. It is anticipated that by 1975, 
there will be 15 police officers and seven patrol cars serving 
Belton’s every increasing population. An elaborate records 
system is now in effect and the new quarters of the police 
department at 223 Main is considered adequate for the nezt 
1 years, 

Surprising statistics indicate that in 1968, the police de- 
partment handled 15,815 phone calls. In 1971, 23, 429 were 
received, Complaints in 1968 numbered 1,903, in 1971 the 
figure had jumped to 2,781; accidents in 1967 were 110, in 
1971, the figure was 271, There had been one fatal accident 
recorded from 1967 to the end of 1971. Mileage figures for 
the patrol cars have gone from 65,717 miles in 1967 to 
125,822 in 1971. Radio calls have gone from 1,393 in 1969 
to 1,994 in 1971. The Belton ambulance answered 270 calls 
during its first full year of operation in 1971. 


Miscellany ... 


The following articles were received too late for inclusion in their regular section or were of a nature that 


did not lend themselves to a particular category. 


Ken's Standard Station 





Ken Wyman, who was a bulk station operator for Standard 
Oil Company at Cawker City and Manhattan, Kans. for eight 
years, leased the Standard Qil Station in Belton from Mr. 
Hassler on Nov. 1, 1949, At that time, 71 Highway ran by the 
old station and although traffic was not as heavy, drivers 
often had trouble making the curve and a few came to rest 
in the station. 


Wyman purchased the property from Hassler in 1954 
and additional land was obtained in 1957 when the present 
building was built, facing west instead of north as the old 
one had. In the beginning the station was a one-man opera- 
tion, but as Belton grew, more employees were added and 
in 1969, son George joined Ken in the business. 
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Calla’s Beauty Salon 





The Belton Free Will Baptist Church was organized in 
1964 and for about a year held services in the American Legion 
Hall. Junior Ussery was pastor. Early in 1965, the congregation 
leased the old Christian Church and elected Rev. Jack Mc- 
Allister as pastor. The present property, at 215 Mill St., 
was bought in 1966 and the present sanctuary was built. 
Rey. Charles Black served as pastor until August, 1968 
when the present pastor, Rev. Bill Christensen assumed the 
duties, He has served since then except for a few months when 
Rev, Dennis Bowman served. 

The church at the present time has a Sunday School Bus 
Ministry and a membership which makes up an evangelistic, 
fundamental and conservative type of church, They are as- 
sociated with the National Association of Free Will Baptists, 
supporting missionaries scattered over the world. 


Calla Saultz, who had been employed at the John Taylor 
Beauty Salon in downtown Kansas City came to Belton in 
1948 and leased the Bellon Beauty Shop at 4171/2 Main 
Street from Pauline and Don Hankins. When the building was 
sald in 1949, she went to work for the Frances Etena Beauty 
Salon at 110th and Hillcrest Road returning to Belton in 
1957 when she opened her own shop at 408 Ella St. She 
is shown in front of the shop which is undergoing remodel- 
ing as this book goes to press, She has been a member of the 
board of Belton Community Projects, Inc., an active worker 
on Belton'’s Centennial committee and with the mother’s 
group of Boy Scout Troop 111. She is also an active member 
of the National Hairdressers and Cosmetologists Assn.; the 
Missouri Hair Fashion committee and the Kansas City Coif- 
fure Guild. 





| REMEMBER. . 


By Mary Kathryn (Keeney) Chamberlain 


When this book was in its early stages, Belton residents 
were invited to tell us some of the things they remembered. 
Many came in with pictures, anecdotes, facts and stories that 
have been included in other sections of the book, Mary K, 
Chamberlain responded with a few personal written remem- 
brances. 

Mrs. Chamberlain was born in 1915 in a house that her 
father, Clarence Keeney, later helped Frank Hundley tear 
down in order to build a service station and cafe. Hundley’s 
wife, Mary, still a resident of Belton, operated a tea room 
in conjunction with the service station which was on the 
corner of 71 Highway (now 58 Highway) and Walnut Street. 
Mrs. Chamberlain’s husband, Mack, started in business in 
1945 in that same location, and they operated there until 
1961, when they built a new station at 332 North Scott, For 
26 years until Mack’s death in 1971, they were a part of 
Belton's business community, They were agents for the 
Crown Coach Company for five years, 1956 to 1962. Mrs. 
Chamberlain’s grandfather, John Thomas Keeney, was a 
partner with J. M. Smith, before the turn of the century and 
later had a clock and sewing machine repair shop in the rear 
of the Mosely and George Furniture store. 

Her father, Clarence I. Keeney, owned a transfer business 


which was sold to Mart King in 1921, In the early thirties, he 
built houses for A, J, King Realty Co, in the Kingsland addi- 
tion. In the forties and early fiftias, he and her brother, 
Thomas H, Keeney built houses on Scott and North Avenues, 

Tom Keeney was Belton’s milk man before and after 
service in World War I, first for Turner Farm Dairy and 
then as owner of Belton Milk Products. He is presently a 
rural mail carrier on Route Two, 

Mrs. Chamberlain’s remembrances follow . 


In the twenties; “I remember . . . tent shows on Main 
Street at Chestnut, croquet and miniature golf; Mr. Rider’s 
stand where you could get barbecue (about where H, & His 
now on North Ave.); silent movies at the city hall theatre with 
Mrs. J. R. Campbell playing the piano; Mr. Bagshaw’s goat 
tied to the Baptist Church bell rope; a complete bugey on top 
of the Citizens Bank building; a cow in the high school gym on 
Halloween; Grandview boys stealing Belton’s fire truck. 

In the thirties: ‘*, . . . graduating from high school in 
1932; The Crimson Diner, famous for its good food the length 
of 71 Highway (and its slot machines); a dance platform in 
Kingsland where the music was good, Noor smoothand dancing 
under the stars was the ‘in thing’; the Grace Company, which 
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LumberCo. 





The George D D. Hope + fitinbar Co, in 1972, (t was later the Todd Noland yard and is the present site of 
Benson Lumber Co, At right, Mack's Service Station on North Scott Ave. in 1962. 


rescued the economy of the town; and the fire at Tadd Noland’s 
lumber yard about. 1938, 

In the forties; ‘‘, . Saturday night on Main Street, 
shoppers from Raymore, Peculiar, Cleveland Stilwell and 
Grandview; women shopping at Belton Dry Goods while the 
children were at the theatre and their husbands were at the 
feed store, barber shop or pool hall. There was a rug on the 
floor and rocking chairs back by the dress racks where the 
women waited and visited until the men came by for them. If 
a man bought a pair of pants and wanted to wear them Sunday, 
they were altered that night while he waited. Stores didn’t close 
until the last customer left; Temple Forrest's Ford Garage had 
4 mechanic on duty until 10 p, m. Saturday nights, 

tf remember a prize winning window in a national contest, 
Quite an honor for a small town! 

World War Il boys I worked with going to war and not 
coming back (Glenn Jones and Vernon Norris); my brother, 
Tom Keeney, a prisoner of war, 

Going into business in 1945; gasoline available after the 
war, and people lined up on both sides of our driveway waiting 
for gas; tourists driving miles out of their way to see Carry 
Nation’s monument. 

‘During the 1951 flood in Kansas City, residents from there 
drove to Belton to get water todrink (we had wells and springs); 
Belma Apartments, Huffman Trailer Court and the others that 
followed, 

‘Belton, growing, changing, from the small town where na 
one locked their doors, businessmen knew all their customers, 
and neighbors knew each other’s family histories .. . to the 
present city which retains enough of the small] town to attract 
new residents. 

‘I'm proud to have lived here and seen all these changes 
from the days when there was a ‘beer joint” on Main Street 
and the men and boys lined up and watched *‘all the girls go 


by’’, until the present time, 


Belton’s claims to fame have mostlybeen taken for granted 
by local residents, but Carry Nation, Dale Carnegie, a marrying 
justice af the peace and local physicians who doctored the 
mother and brother of a president ofthe United States (Doctors 
Gertrude and John McKee) have all been a part of its history, 

Belton has not been without the normal tragedies and scan- 
dals that are a part ofanytown, but the last hundred years have 
been for the most part, ones of progressand growth and [ wish 
my great-grandfather, Jacob Keeney, who came to this area in 
1839 could see it now!’ 





At left, Tom Keeney in 1942, At right, Mary 
K. Chamberlain in 1932. 
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At left, the original Mack’s Service Station in 1946 and at right, the famous Crimson Diner. 
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Manzey Q. Ashby 





Manzey Quiticy Ashby who was born August, 1787 and 
died April 1, 1873 was a resident of Montgomery Covnty, 
Kentucky, 

Ancarding to recards, he was a large land owner in 
Cass County, Missouri and visited the area ta look after 
his land interests, 

On December 22, 1854, when he was 47 years old, he 
purchased from the United States, the eastern three-fourths 
of Section 14 and the western one-fourth of Section 13, Town- 
ship 46, Range 33, This comprised the equivalent of a full 
section or 640 acres, Belton lies within this area and is the 
land which was purchased by George W, Seott and William 
H, Colbern. As mentioned on page 11, Ashby is a great- 
sreat grandfather of Barker Lane, present resident of Belton 
and recent city-councilman, 


Belton’'s First Barber 





Alec Ramey was Belton’s first barber. He came to 
Belton probably in the 1970’s when the railroad was being 
built and the town was newly founded. He married Ada Me- 
Pherson of Martin City and they had eight children. Two 
older brothers of Alee’s took over the barbershop when he 
retired and they operated it until about 1915, It was located 
at 421 Main Street. Ramey’s grandson, Lee, still lives in 
Belton and two granddaughter’s, Lela Albertson and Ethel 
Ferguson are residents of Kansas City, 


Joe Sanders 


Joe Sanders, widely-known bandleader, songwriter, sin- 
fer and piano player came to Belton as a boy of five in 1897. 
His father worked at Hawthorne’s store and his mother owned 
the Belton Hotel on Main Street. He was a member of some 
of Belton's early ball teams and went all through grade school 
and three years of high school in Belton before moving to 
Kansas City about 1910. 

Playing for the Kansas City Athletic Club in the twenties, 
he once pitched a perfect baseball game of 27 consecutive 
strike-outs, a record that still stands in semi-pro ball, 
His brother Roy, went from playing on a Belton team to the 
major leagues, playing with the Cincinnati Reds and Pittsburgh 
Pirates, 

Joe Sanders and Carleton Coon in 1919 organized the 
Cobn-Sanders band which became nationally known through 
its pioneering radio broadcasts over the old WDAF Night- 
hawk Frolics, The first broadcast was Dec. 5, 1922 and more 
than 37,000 Nighthawk membership cards were issued fo 
listeners the first year. 

AS a composer, his most successful song was ‘‘ Beloved’’ 
written with Gus Kahn, It sold more than a million copies in 
sheet music. Among the hundreds of other numbers he wrote 
were ‘*What a Girl, What a Night,’’ “Martha,?’ ™“Billy,” 
and several concertos, 

The Coon- Sanders band moved to Chicago and was one 
of the first bands to tour the country on one-night stands. 
Coon died in 1982 and Sanders moved to Hollywood, where 
he wrote screen music for two years. He returned to Chi- 
eago and formed another band, calling himself the Ole Left 
Hander and his band the Ducky Wuckies. He entertained at 
Army camps and hospitals during World War IL. One of the 
stunts his band performed was at the opening of the San 
Francisco fair in 1939 when they played 5,000 feet above the 
city in an airplane, 

Sanders, who was a member of the Belton Methodist 
Church died in 1965, His brother Roy died in 1949, 

His widow, Gertrude, still lives in Kansas City and 
the Kansas City Public Library is in possession of the 
Sanders memorabilia as his music is considered to he 
representative of the jazz age of which he was a part. 


The Dixie T. heater 


ey 1 





This picture came to light after thearticle on the theaters, 
which is on page 49, was completed, This is a picture of the 
Dixie Theater at the corner of Main and Walnut Streets before 
remodeling was done by Whit Mustion. The owner in the early 
forties, was Jim Pressly, shown here with his family. Note 
the ladder at right, which was used to get to the projectionist 
booth. 
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1960 to the Present 


By Joe Maurer 


The thirst of a city that would become more than twice 
as large as any other in Cass County and which would boast 
nearly a third of the county’s population by 1970 was finally 
slaked after years of water shortages with the passage of a 
water bond issue in December, 1963 that would provide a two 
million gallon reseryoir and a direct water hook-up with 
Kansas City, 

An overwhelming 652-101 approval of the voters clearly 
indicated a break with Belton’s proud past that shunned close 
tles with the monstrous city to the north and insured its bright 
Tulure. Water ratioging would become a thing of the past, a 
thing that reared its arid head periodically for nearly one and 
one-half decades. The rapidly-growing City of Belton would 
have at least seven days water supply in the cavernous res- 
ervoir located east of Holtnes Road and north of Highway 58, 
Previously, Belton's 75,000-galion water tower at city hall 
and its 300,000-gallon tower at Deer Park could satisfy the 
populace for less than 24 hours in case of emergency. 

The sixties and early seventies were years of accomp- 
lishment for a city that now engulfs 16 square miles within 
its boundaries. 

Just recently, in April 1972, came the announcement that 
a Ramada Inn would locate west of North Scott at County Line 
Road. The way, of course, was paved with overwhelming ap- 
proval by Belton voters of a liquor-by-the-drink ordinance in 
June of 1967. The passage of the ordinance in Carry Nation's 
resting place was a must before a complete motel could be 
enticed. 

Belton voters waved a 610-94 flaz of welcome as a lure 
but fhe first motel strike hit a snag when the fish became in- 
hooked as financing reached low tide. The site of the lost 
motel was to have been east of Highway71 just South of County 
Line Road. 

A favorite expression of Beltonites in the ensuing months 
was ‘Whatever happened to our motel?’ Patiently the residents 
waited for another strike. 

It took nearly five years of anxious waiting but the hardier 
sportsmen were rewarded, It should be woted that Belton’s 
churches were instrumental in allowine a complete motel to 
locale in Belton. Preceding the 1967 election opposition from 
Belton'’s churehes was nil, indicating the forward thinking of 
Belton's slable of fine ministers and pastors. Some are still 
with vs — Richard Person, Monte Peterson, Roger Miller, Virgil 
Moccia, Monald Rowen. It also should be noted that the liquor- 
hy-the-drink ordinance was restrictive in that it pertained only 
to such sarvice in motels that had a restaurant serving three 
meals a ay and that the cocktail loange would bé divorced from 
the restaurant. 

The sixties furnished Belton with (ts own swimming pool 





Belton's Municipal Pool 





The Belton Ambulance 


and its own ambulance; a comprehensive plan establishing an 
orderly pattern for its spirited erowth; annexation of an area 
west of Belton that many residents looked upon as an enignua, 
but that now is an instrumental part of the cammunity; an 
enlarged sewer plant and system that still is fortheominge 
with approval of federal and state ulatching funds; the expan— 
sion of Memorial Park to a recreation site envied by sur- 
Tounding communities and a population of 12,220 aceordiue ts 
1970 census figures. 

‘The seventies offered a police and fire department com- 
plex separate from its previous operations at the city hall 
building, a new ijize truck still to be delivered that will round 
out the department, a back-up ambulanea, the aforementioned 
motel and an emergency clinic, 

Belton voters gave strong support of a bond proposal in 
February 1967 that would vive residents modern swimming 
facilitles at Memorial Park, a pool complex second to none 
in the immediate area. {ts completion enhanced an already 
fine park and recreation area. 

After the swimming pool approval, Belton became aleader 
in Cass County with its initiation of a city-based ambulance 
that was sparked by an editorial in The Belton Star-Herald in 
1969. The installation of the state-approved vehicle came in 
1970. At the suggestion of the Star-Herald, residents opened 
their wallets and iheir hearts to unifiedsupport of the project. 
In a little more than a year close to $11,000 was raised and 
the fully-equipped van ambulance was purchased. Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, high school and grade school froups, civie and 
social Oryvanizations, businesses — and people, generous, 
rreat Belton people — raised the money. It was done by kids, 
young adults, mature adults and senior citizens, The unique 
accomplishment reached its zenith when, in 1971, the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars decided one ambulance is great, but two is 
better, The organization purehased another vehicle that has 
been fully equipped with money from the initial drive that gives 
Belton a brace of emergency vehicles. 

tm the mayor’s seat during the early years of the past 
decade was Willlam V. Powell, who first was elected to that 
post in 1955 when he defeated George ©. Spear in his quest 
for a fitth term. Powsll was inayor until 196L whan William 
J. Mosby unseated him inabid fora fourth term. Mosby retired 
from vifice undefeated in L965 and Robert £. Jones was Bellon’s 
mayor for two terms until 1969. Jones, seeking a third term 
in 1969, was beaten hy J. Wayne Willey, who still holds the tap 
office. Willey was re-elected in 1971. 

The period was one of expansive building that could not 
haye heen realized unless the present water system had heen 
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jnitiated. 

On the commercial front new buildings house Western 
Auto, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, North Ameri- 
can Savings Association, H. C, Owen Lumber Company and 
Fleetwood Chevrolet. The Bank of Belton should be moved 
into its elaborate quarters by the time this book is published, 
A new home was built for the post office and the Belton Emer- 
gency Clinic was constructed, In June of 1972 construction of 
4 Ramada Inn is expected to begin. The Belton Plaza Shopping 
Center and the Twin Oaks Shopping Center became realities, 

Residentlally Roger Maier and Edward B. Thomson were 
busy developing Countryside Manor, HargisGardens West, Con- 
cord Hills and Ye English Hills tonamea few. Bel Ray Estates 
will be fortheoming. 

To keep pace with the rapid growth, another elementary 
sehool - Hillcrest - was constructed. Cambridge and Gladden 
(formerly Westover) were built less than five years previously, 
More recently, in January of 1972, a $975,000 bond issue was 
approved by yoters to construct the first phase ofa new 
junior high school on Mill Street. Completion of that school 
is expected to bring an end to current split shifts for junior 
high and high school students. The split shift nightmare de~- 
scended upon Beltonites for the first time in the fall of 1971, 


City Hall, built in 1906 remains. An effort to construct a 
new municipal complex to house administrative offices, the 
fire and police departments and provide for a community 
center was defeated by voters. As an alternative, in De- 
cember of 1971, voters approved an $85,000 proposal to pur- 
chase and remodel the Fleetwood Chevrolet building to es- 
tablish new quarters. for the police and fire departments, 


For the sake of brevity and space, the progressive sixties 
and early seventies has been condensed to minimal propor- 
tions, aS was the chapter on the fifties. But these years can 
more easily be researched by future historians because records 
are more complete for thesé periods. In addition the purpose 
of Centennial Books is to delye ito the past and to resurrect 
a city’s beginnings into its present shape. 

While Belton’s past shines withaccomplishments, its future 
will shine even brighter, Beltonites have proved they can ac- 
complish anything they set their minds and hearts to and in- 
dications are they will continue along similar lines, 

A city that exploded from a population of 1,226 in 1950 to 
4,696 in 1960 to 12,220 in 1970 isbound to have suffered grow- 
ing pains, But the pains will abate and an orderly srowth has 
been instituted by Cass County's largest city. 





IN THE SIXTIES... 


Air Force Appreciation Day (above left) 
came to an end in the sixties, to be re- 
placed by Community Day, Below lett, 
Belton’s W. E, (Ozzie) Osborn continued 
to win honors at the American Royal in 
Kansas City and above, Del Moody and 
his miniature horses were a source of 
wander and amazement, 


At top left, Mayor Wayne Willey re- 
ceives the keys to the city ambulance 
while Chief of Police John Blum and 
Dr. Charles F. Yeokum, chairman of 
the successful amublance drive look on, 
At right, Elmer and Enid McKinley, a 
familiar sight in local parades in their 
old car. At left, Miss Debbie Tormanen 
receives the crown as Queen of Com- 
Mmunity Day festivities in 1971. Making 
the presentation is Cathy Carpenter, 
1970 queen. Also pictured is J, Weldon 
Jackson, master of ceremonies and the 
other contestants, Cinde Tate, partially 
hidden; Marianne Coe and Leslie Mc- 
Canon. Bottom left, H, Roe Bartle, for- 
mer mayor of Kansas City was a fea- 
tured speaker at the annual Athletic 
Banquet; center, Dave Foote puts the 
finishing touches on a piece of fire 
department equipment; and at right, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Davidson of Belton 
who celebrated their 68th wedding anni- 
versay in Jan. 1972. 
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THIS GROUP OF OLDSTERS was taken in 1922 and was taken 
on the Dan Idol property on Commercial Street, They were all 
early settlers in Belton and played croquet together. Shown are 
(bottom row) Isaac Keeney, Clayton Bane, John W, Williams, 
W. Belford, George N. Smoot, Eli Maxwell, ?? Mercer, J. V. 
Robinson, Thomas Keeney, Adam Casper, Henry Long and 
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J. B, Hixon. On the top row, Thomas H. Calvert, Isaac Hol- 
loway, H, S, Turner, William Downing, A. J. Walker, J. W. 
Snider, J, P. Stansberry, Charles W. Eaton, George W. Scott, 
R. M. Johnson, E. M. Bailey and John B. Powell, The boys in 
the back row are (first) James A. Lewis, (second) Clarence 
(Tucky) Reynolds, and the other two boys are unidentified, 
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PLAYING ON THE BELTON BASEBALL TEAM about 1910 was this group of young men. Still living are 
Jim Campbell, of Belton and Ernie (Bolivar) Wales of Harrisonville, Shown back row (1 to r) are Fred 
Burkhart, Bill Alderson, Clyde Balding, Charles Smith, Harold Kreigh, Merl Hundley, Russell Mullen, 
Ganderburk, (the Christian Church minister), Artie Crouch, Christy McCullough, Ernie Wales, Roy Sanders, 
(who played pro ball for Cincinnati and Pittsburg), Skeets Samples, Sam Berry, Jim Campbell, Charley 


Wales, Sam Roberts and Allen Mullen, 
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Mr, L. M. Grouch returned from a! 
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Belton High School Band --- 1971 - ’72 


( 
A 





BAND MEMBERS; Jacquie Jackson, Brenda Morris, Sandy Witt, Janice Keller, Patty Ayers, Tim Cox, Glenda Floyd, Richard Curvey, Randy McKee, Ron Martz, Chris 
Burke, Susan Nodine, Sandy Wright, Barbara Klaus, Johnna Kolesar, Betty Dorsey, Wood, Phillip Phyler, Laloni Rice, Randy Neil, Denise Lindsay, David Simpson, 
Baverly Bonhatn, Regina Reno, Doronda Hillis, Sandra Keeth, Becky Dale, Sherry John Powell, Chris Beever, Kevin Burke, Pat McKarnin, Kirk Perkins, Albert 
Fleming, Linda Buck, Kathy Maurer, Randy Knippe, Cindy Boydston, Janell Chad~ Hill, Robert Kelsey, Joey Looney, Jim Bradford, Don Brown, Mike Baker, Steven 
bourne, Joy Offutt, Debbie Ray, Richelle Person, Anita Ford, Terri Jenkins, Denise 

Turner, Kathy Gore, Linda Simpson, Debbie Hendrix, Vicki Lindberg, Gail Carothers, Holle, Bud Lager, David Doherty, Kenny Thomas, Gloria Hunholz, Ken Stone, Bob 
Brenda Laffoon, Vicky Goodall, Linda Gilbert, Melody Davidson, Vinnie Hammond, Hudgins, Micke Kickerson, Ed Porter, Mark McFarland, Ken McCutcheon, Jerry 
Susie Swaffer, Pam Barnes, Curtis Tinkey, Rex Hainey, Kevin McCartney, Patty  Warren,Ernest Kary, Curt Shields, Gary Boler and Janet Conditt. 
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Years ago Willard and Reba Huggins had their picture 





The original George W. Scott home as it 
taken in front of the old African Church on Ella St. Wyatt's Service Station which used to be on looks today on Spring St. 


Old 77 Highway. 





Paul Wyatt cuts the ribbon which officially opened the Lamar Airport (Now Vilinave) 
in 1952. 


1971-72 FOOTBALL TEAM 





L-# — Bottom Row - Larry Lewis, Dennis Lamons, Bob Dehnert, Rex Hainey, Jay Helland, Mare Sportsman, Craig 
Conklin, Steve Hays, Eugene Wright, John Downs, Mike Baker; Row 1 - Tom Greenwell, Dean Rasmussen, David 
Davis, Dan White, Mike Valdepena, Bob Davidson, Mike Earhart, Mike McDonough, Dave Nagel, Don Miller, Mike 
Boston, Randy Shepherd; Row 2 - William Dusseschleger, Keith Parks, Barry Haskins, Gary Sowell, Richard Ham- 
mond, Bill Utterhack, Jim Webber, Tony Taylor, James Gammil, Jim Massiongale, John Shern, Ran Wright, Jerry 
King. Row 3 - Kirk Perkins, Lee Padget, Dean Ferarro, Steve Anderson, Terry Jenkins, Tim Spartz, Qavid Simpson, 
Randy Houseman, Steve Campbell, Jim Bradford; Top row - Jim McKnight, Richard Railey, Clif Kelly, Jack Brew- 
ster, Tim Renken, Randy Burke, Ron Martz, Mark Jones, Tom Regan, Dennis Schnell, Dan Raines, Randy Norcross, 
Kevin Burke, Don Raines. 
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Credits 





Margie Dimick 


MARGIE MC KINLEY DIMICK created all of the original 
art work found in the book. One of the fourth generation of 
McKinleys to live here, she is a 1943 graduate of Belton 
schools. At the banquet of the National 4-H Club Conference 


in Chicago in 1943, she presidedas Mistress of Ceremonies. 


DOROTHY MC KINLEY LANE, another of the fourth- 
generation McKinleys, she painstakingly researched and wrote 
the articles on the Indians, the railroads and Carry Nation, 
among others, 


AUDYS DUVALL, who researched and wrote the section 
on Belton’s schools, retired this spring after teaching in the 
elementary grades here since 1955, 


MARGARET WADE assembled many of the family histories, 


Kathleen Barnes 





She is active in the Cass County Historical Society and enjoys 
delving into the area’s past. 


WILLIAM V. (Bill) POWELL has been active in civic 
matters throughout his 31 years in Belton and served as 
mayor from 1961 to 1965, Due to his efforts, the review of 
Belton in the fifties appears. 


MAURINE WYATT assembled the information about the 
decade of the 30’s. After 17 years of teaching in Belton schools, 
she retired in 1970 to the farm where she and her husband, 
George, have lived for 24 years. 


LEO MOSBY, 4 life-long Belton resident, has been a 
leader in the summer baseball program for 17 years, and is 
presently a member of the city council. He investigated and 


mAs 


wrote of activities during the forties. 


WELDON JACKSON, born in Belton, in reminiscing about 
the years of the twenties, found muchtorecall. He is president 
of Citizens Bank of Belton and participates actively in num- 
erous civic organizations and projects which have always 
been of interest to him. 


DOROTHY LOONEY recorded and transcribed the recol- 
jections of Jim Lewis and summarized the history of the 
Belton Fair Association and the theaters among others. 
Having taught English in the Belton schools in the late for- 
ties and fifties, she has been active since that time in civic 
undertakings. 


THANKS AND APPRECIATION to Charles Hight, Sr., of 
Hight and Associates, Land Title, Inc., of Harrisonville, Mo., 
for his assistance and use of his records and office in check- 
ing land transfers. 


JOE AND DODIE MAURER have been residents of Belton 
for nine years, Joe is editor of The Belton Star-Herald and 
recapped the fifties and the sixties. Dodie did the general 
editing, rewrite and layout of the book. 


KATHLEEN YOUNG BARNES, along-time Belton resident, 
and whose grandfather, James Hickman Young was one of 
Belton’s early settlers, She is responsible for ‘*A Nostalgic 
Walk Down Main Street,’’ a look at the years 1900 to 1920. 


DELORIS PERSON AND MARY BERTOLINO, the former 
contacted all the local churches and the latter researched the 
section on Belton’s city government, 


TO ALL THE MEMBERS of the Belton Centennial Histor- 
ical Committee, who have couLlributed time and energy towards 
the publication and distribution of this book, a grateful and 
heartfelt thanks. 


A SPECIAL THANKS to all the wonderful people of Belton, 
whose pictures and remembrances have gone into these pages. 
Aside from the pictures submitted in connection with family 
histories and those supplied for the section on Belton’s busi- 
ness community special thanks go to the following: Grace 
Wilson Van Brunt, Lucy Wilson Dunlap, Mrs, Arthur James, 
Mrs. Frank Green, Cicero Taylor, Dick George, Elizabeth 
Jones, Hazel Groh, Maxine Hankins, Audys Duvall, Jo Sit- 
lington, Minnie Zumwalt, Glenn Harrison,.Mary K, Cham- 
berlain, Nancy Wright, Mary Alice Yaeger, Mary Catherine 
Sams, Mildred Pugh, Maurine Wyatt, Minnie Wyrick, Clarence 
Ashbaugh, Thaisa Stidham, W. B. Huggins, Howard Huggins. 
Mrs, Ted Reeghly, Ed Greenwell, Jean Cunningham, Mrs. Verl 
Bower, Mildred Walton, Wilma Crawford, Weldon Jackson, 
Harry Meador, Alex Diamond, Mary Pitts, Martha Peacock, 
Kathleen Barnes, Fred Lininger, Bill Houston, Mae Webb, 
Pauline Houston, Hazel Jacoby, Mrs. John Perry, ElmoStump, 
E. S. Wilhite, Herman Weeks, Jan Foland, Ethel Seba, Frankie 
Stark, Mrs. Florence Catlin, Mrs, Wayne Harris, Helen Hen- 
derson, Pauline Mosby, Bernice Weadock, Margaret Wade, 
The Belton Star-Herald, Dorothy Lane, Dorothy Looney, 
Gladys Pennington, Laura Turner, Mrs. C. K. Frank, Wallace 
Blair, Chester Saultz, Don Ryden, Carol Quick, Bill Davidson 
Frances Sharp, Jim Miller, Lucille Savage, Rommie Pitts, 
Cora Pitts Troxell, W. D. Harrison, Mrs, A. D, Elkins, 
Mildred Houston, Mary Hundley, Evelyn Ramey, Enid Olson 


and Sam Feeback, To any, we may have inadvertantly omitted, 
our apologies and our thanks. 


This book is one of 3,500 copies of a First Edition 
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Index to Families 
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Harrelson 





Nuthan &. Harrelson Wrank Harrelson Scott 


One of the original organizers of Cass County (formerly 
Ven Buren) was Nathanlel Eetor Harrelson. Born Jan, 10, 
1807 in Caswell County, N. C,, he was the eldest son of a 
family of five sons and two daughters born to Jeremiah and 
Martha Bracken Harrelson, 

In 1825, four years after Missouri was admitted to the 
Ifnion, the Harrelsons came to the new state, settling first in 
Latayette County and then in Jackson County at Fort Sibley, 
At this time western Missouri was sparsely settled and 
farms were scattered, 

Nathaniel married Maleta West of Simpson County, Ky. 


Mr. and Mrs. James West Harrelson 


on Sept. 10, 1831. She was the daughter of James West and 
his wife Mourning Howard. West was a professor of Greek 
at Transylvania College, Lexington, Ky. 

Realizing the needs of the farmers and the advantage of 
supplying these needs by trade, Nathaniel in 1834, equipped 
with a wagon a team of oxen, engaged in the exchange of goods 
for stock of all kinds, furs and other commodities over the 
vast new territory. By 1835 he was a partner in the mercan- 
tile business in Pleasant Hill with a relative, W. W. Wright. 
Later he bought the Younger Ferry and land on the Missouri 





River pear Randolph and started a store, He helped organize 
the town, sald lots, did a thriving business and purchased a 
farm of 900 acres. Hecametoafarm near Belton in 1845, which 
rematned his home until his death Jan, 18, 1893, 

He went to California in 1849 axpecting to prospect for 
wold but instead supplied the miners with equipment and liying 
commodities. Successful in this venture he sold out in 1851 
and returned to Missouri. 

Assisted hy his sons, James West and William Howard, 
he began freighting tor the government to Sante Fe, N. M. in 
1854, When he disposed of his teams, he began dealing in and 
raisitz mules and entering land from the government. At the 
tim2 of his death, he was known as one of the largest land 
owners in Missouri. When the Frisco railroad was surveyed 
through land owned by him and his son, James West, they were 
able to establish a livestock shipping yard near their farms 
which was known aS Harrelson Station and was used for many 
years. 





The James West Harrelson home, still standing on 
West North Aye. 


Harrelson was another victim of Order No. 11, Forced 
ta leave his home, he took his family and his slaves who re- 
mained loyal, overland to Texas, settling in Austin for the 
duration, When they returned to Belton, they found their home 
completely destroyed, He rebuilt and improved what he had 
left. A colonial mansion and other buildings were built, the 
house from bricks which were made on the farm. 

He went to Colorado in the spring of 1865 with a large herd 
of cattle and located near Cocheco Springs where he estab- 
lished a ranch, before returning again to Cass County. 

Besides James West and William Howard, the Harrelsons 
were the parents of Amanda Minerva, John Bracken and Mar- 
tha who died in infancy. 

Harrelson was a member of the Belton Baptist Church. 
He presented the church with its first organ and a bell which 
was used for many years to call the members to church and to 
alarm the town when fire was discovered, 

He and his wife, who died Sept. 28, 1880 are buried in 
the Pleasant Hill Cemetery. 

James West Harrelson who was born in Jackson County, 
Mo., on March 6, 1836 marriéd Olivia Fulkerson in November, 
1468, She was the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. John Fulkerson of 
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Lafayette County. Olivia died soon alter giving birth to Nathan 
Olivia on Sept. 3, 1869. 


James married Sarah Ann Shelton, daughter of Col. Henry 
Winston Shelton of Cabell County, Va., on May 7, 1872, and 
they settled on a farm near Belton, He had purchased 2,000 
acres adjacent to his father’s land in 1470. He engaged in 
grazing, feeding and dealing with cattle, handling 500to 600 head 
a year for market. The Harrelson's were the parents of nine 
children, two of whom died tn infancy. The others were Maleta 
West, Frank Shelton, Sarah Wilson, Annie, Helen, Lena and 


Martha Bracken (Mrs, Arthur TD. James of Kansas City). 

Nathan O, Harrelson became head surgeon of 'rinity 
Lutheran Tospital in Kansas City. 

James West turned the management of his farm over to 
iis son Prank Shelton in 1895 and mover to Belton where lie 
lived until his death, May 28, 1904, Sarah Shelton [Harrelson 
died Feb, 14, 1987, Both are buried in Belton Cemelery. Pen 
Harrelson of Santa Movica, Calif,, Alma Harrelson Kit, who 
died Aug. 11, 1971, Howard and Martin were children of John 
Bracken Harrelson another son of Nathaniel and Maleta West 
Harrelson. 


Casper 


Charles Casper was born in Independence, Mo. in 1873 
and came to Belton as a very young boy with his parents, 
Margaret aid Adam Casper, 

Grace Bivens was born in 1876, in Clinton County, Mis~ 
souri and she moved to Helton as a small child with her 
widowed mother, Mrs. Lizzie Bivens. 


Charles Casper and Grace Bivens were married in 1896, 
alter both had received their education in the Belton school, 
When he was 19, Charles opened a barber shop, was 
later a rural mail carrier aud was apmintsd Post Master of 
Belton during the administration of William Moward Tait, 


He served in that post for H years, Later he worked for 
Citizens Bank, A, Rosier and Co., and Kratz Dry Goods Store, 
retiring in 1950. 

He served abont 18 years un the school board, was an 
elder in Presbyterian Church, andbothleandhis wite belonged 
to humerous lodges. ‘Ths Caspers had six children: Carl 
Bivens Casper, who died in 1971, Fay Brawner, Maurice 
Walden, Margaret Casper, who died in infancy, Grace Etta 
Runyon and Don Casper, ‘ 

The surviving family all live in Kansas City. 

ocene Bivens Casper died in 193dand Charles Casper died 
in 1969. 


Gilmore - Dehoney - Bradford 


Joseph Gilmore, his wife Mary, daughters, Elizabeth and 
Belle and some 20 slaves migrated from near Lexington, Ky. 
to Cass County, Mo, in 1848. They located on 200 acres of 
land three miles east of where Belton was later founded. He 
pullt a home on a high knoll which became a stopping place 
for trayeler's voing west. 

In 1855 Elizabeth married Simeon V. Dehoney who had 
migrated from Kentucky to Raytown, Mo, in 1846. Joseph Gil- 
More Ouilt « home for thema quarter of a mile east of the fam- 
ily home and gave them a householdslaveas a wedding present. 

When the Civil War started Gilmore fook all his slaves 
except for household servants to New Orleans and leased them 
out. They were lost when the Emancipation Proclamation was 
issued. During the war the Gilmore home was bnurned sither by 
Federal troups or Jayhawkers but the Dshoney house was not 
touched. 

he Gilmore and Dehoney families, being Southern sym- 
pathizers, were forced to leave Cass County onder Order Num- 
her 11 and spent the last year of the war in Clay County. Both 
families relurned after the war and the Gilmore home was 
rebuilt, 

Joseph Gilmore died in 1876. Shortly after, his wife, 
Mary moved to Belton and lived with her younger daughter 
Belle who had married Buena Vista Robinson and established 
a home near where the A&P store now stands, She remained 
there until her death in 1890. 

After Joseph Gilmore’s death, Simeon and Elizabeth 
Dshoney left the home place and moved to Belton, building a 
home on the east endof MainSt. Simeon opened a grocery store 
in the building now occapied by the Dryden Drug Co. and 
operated it antil 1900. 

Simeon and Elizabeth had sicht children, four boys and 
four girls. Only three, Joseph B., Thomas B., and Sallie &. 
survived through early childhood. Thomas was killed in 9 
railway accident ot the age of 25, Joseph lived to a ripe old 
age and died in Wichita, Kans., after a career with the Sante 


Fe Wailrosd. Sallie, their youngest daughter horn in 1872, 
attended Bellon schools and was one of the early graduates of 
Helton High School. 

Wlizabeth died in 1907 and Simeon in L909, 

John R. Bradford and Selena G. Garland were born in 134% 
in Summerset Eteland, They married tn 1866, and emigrated 
to America, jurehasing & farm neny Lee's Summit, Mo. 
They had two children; William J., born in 1868 and Rhoda 
born in 1870, They sold the Lee’s Summit farm in LB70 and 
purchased land a few miles west of Belton, across the state 
line in Kansas, Soon after moving Jobn contacted pneumanuia 
and died, Two years later Selena married Jacob White. They 
had six children, two boys and four girls. 

In 1888 they sold the farm in Kansas and inoved to Belton 
where Seléna lived until her death in 1904. In the meantime 
William J. Bradford bad taken his younger sister Rhoda to 
England to live with relatives and she remained there, 

William Bradford married Sallie Dehoney in 1895, He 
established a home in Drexel, Mo. He had an insurance agency 
and published the local weekly newspaper. While Sallie was on 
a visit to her parents in Belton in 1898, their only child, 
Gilmore G, was born, Soon after, William sold his interests 
in Drexel and joined Simeon Dehoney in the grocery store in 
Belton, Their home was on Commercial St. In 1900 when 
Simeon retired he sold the store to Bradford. He operated it 
alone for several years, then sold it and opened a real estate 
and insurance agency. He opened another grocery store in 
1916 in the building now occupied by Dryden Drug Co, and 
operated it for six years, the first two in partnership with 
Charles Reed, He sold the home on Commercial St. in 1909 and 
purchased a home and two acres of land where the A&P Store 
how stands, This remained his home for 50 years until his death 
in 1960 at the age of 92, 

The Bratifords were active in religious, fraternal, civic and 
political affairs. He was a life long member of the Baptist 
Church and was active in the Masonic Lodge, the Odd Fellows 
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and the Woodmen of the World. He served as mayor of Belton 
in 1906, 07, 08, 23, 24, 35, 36, 38, 39 and 1940. He also served 
as Associate Judge on the Cass County Court in Harrisonville 
for twa term, 1929 through 1932, She served as Sunday School 
teacher in the Baptist Chureh for 10 years and was active 
in the EasternStar, Rebeckah's, Royal Neighbors andthe Dorhpa 
Club, She died in 1939, 

Gilmore Bradford attended Belton public schools and the 
University of Missouri at Columbia. During summers at the 
University he served as platform superintendent for Redpath 
Chautaquas, When finished at the University he went to the 
Philippines tor two years. He was a high school teacher in 
northern Luzon the first year. The second year he was 
principal of schools in Jolo, Sulu. When he returned to the 
United States he joined the Frigidaire Corp, in Dayton, Ohio, 
For seven years he traveled throughout Asiaandthe Near East 
introducing Frividaire, which was then a new product, He mar- 
ried Lometa Mooney in Kobe, Japan in 1933, About this time 





Dr. T. 'T, Garnett was one of Belton's first physicians. 
He began his practice here in 1872 when the town’s population 
was less than fifty persons, 


Born on Nov, 4, 1846 in Culpepper county, Virginia, 
he studied medicine at the University of Missouri but was 
later graduated from the University of Virginia. He married 
Armede Scott in 1872, They were charter members of the 


Garnett 
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General Motor Corp., owner of the Frigidaire Corp., took over 
the export of Frigidaire products and began to market them 
through its branches abroad, Bradford was appointed manager 
for Frigidaire in the China territory in 1935, He and his wife 
established a home in Shanghai until 1939 when he was trans- 
ferred to Tientsin as North China manager for General Motors. 

After a home leave in 1941, Mrs, Bradford was not per- 
mitted to return to China with her husband because of the 
tense political situation in the Far East. He returned alone in 
October of that year and was stationed in Hong Kong and was 
there when the city fell to the Japanese on Christmas Day, 
1941, He was aprisoner of the Japanese until August 1942, when 
he was included In the first prisoner exchange and returned 
to the United States on the M. S, Gripsholm. 

He returned to Asia for General Motorsafter the war, first 
as Sales Manager and later as Managing Director of its oper- 
ations in several countries, Since his retirement in 1961, he 
and his wife have maintained homes in Hot Springs, Ark., and 
Boca Raton, F'la, 


i 


ut 
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Dr, '. T. Garnett, in front of his home on Second Street 


First Baptist Chureh here. Dr. Garnett served as the town’s 
mayor, a director and president of the Bank of Belton, and a 
member and president of the school board. 

After he gave up his practice of medicine, he became 
the druggist here and had the drug store for many years, 
He died July 24, 1927 at the age of 80, 

Richard E. George, of E, K, George andSon’s, is a grand- 
son of Dr. Garnett, 


George 


John &. George, the ninth of ten children of James W, 
George and Fanny Brooker George, was born in Shelbyville, 
Ky., Aug. 7, 1843. The family moyed to Texas in 1860. He 
served in the Confederate Army in Col. Ireland’s regiment 
under his brother Capt, W. S. George, At the close of the war 
he moved to Kansas City, where he was married to Sallie Gill, 
May 11, 1871, They had four children: E. K. George who later 
Married Jess Garnett and owned E, K, George Funeral Home, 
Belton; J, F. George, who married Laura Hawthorne and lived 
in Belton; Mrs. W, 8, Hocker of Kansas and Mamie George 


who died at the age of 10, 

Sallie George died Dec. 17, 1887. John Gearge moved to 
Slater, Mo. in 1889 and later moved back to the Belton area 
to a farm northwest of Belton now known as the McLaughlin 
farm on Holmes Road. On May 23, 1891 John George and Rose 
Willis were married and one daughter, Mayme was born to 
them July 12, 1892. The family moved to Belton in 1911 where 
John died in 1920 and Rose in 1936. 

A son of E. K., Richard George carries on the family 


.business today. 
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Hockaday 





Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ernest Hockaday 
December, 1948 


The Hockaday family first arrived in Jamestown, Va., in 
1647 from England, They were pioneers in Virginia and Ken- 
tucky, and migrated westward to Missouri in 1833 when 
George Edmund Otey Hockaday (1805-1885) and his wife, Laura 
Catherine Hart (1817-1892) settled in Callaway County. He 
was engaged in farming and stock raising until his death. 
He served one term as representative in the state legislature 
and was also county judge and sheriff of Calloway County. 

His son, Charles Stuart Hockaday (1840-1921) served 
in the Federal army during the Civil War, and then moved 
to Cass County in 1863 where he also bécame a farmer. In 


1870, he married Salena Ellen Young (1653-1919), He was 
elected county judge in 1878 and served in thal offlee for four 
years. He was again elected jude of the county court it 
1962. During both terms, he served as presiding judge, We 
also served as justice of the peace of Union Towuship for many 
years, 

Caroline Abbot Stanley, author of the hook ‘Order No. 
11" was a first cousin of C, S, Hockaday. 

The ¢C. 8. Hockadays had four sos who were lone time 
residents of Cass County. They were Charles Ernest (1872 - 
1959), Thomas Otey (1875-1967), Lean Melville (1881-1997), 
and Roy Francis (1888-1958), 

In 1903, Charles Ernest Wockaday married Bertha A. 
Fritz (1871-1950), She was the daughter of Fred and Elizabeth 
Phillips Fritz, and was born ona farmeight miles southwest of 
Belton on which her parents had setled in 1866, coming here 
from Mercersburg, Pa. 

After their marriage, the Ernest Hockaday’s moved to 
Kirksville, Mo., where he operated a shoe store in partner- 
ship with M. E. Haleomh. The family moved to Harrisonville, 
Mo,, in 1905 where the Halcomb and Hockaday firm bought a 
clothing store, After five years, Halcomb purchased his 
partner’s interest, and in 1910, the Hockadays moved to the 
family farm south of Belton where they resided nearly 36 
years. 

Ernest Hockaday attended Missouri University at Co- 
lumbia as a young man and taught in several rural schools 
over Cass County and in the Harrisonville High School. He 
was always active in civic and community affairs, 

The Ernest Hockadays became parents of five children, 
They are Mrs. Elizabeth Starner of Belton: Mrs. Katharine 
Hankins, formerly of Belton and now of San Juan, Tex.; Mrs, 
Ernestine Powell of Belton; Mrs, Harriett Bishop of Engle- 
wood, Colo.; and Charles Fritz Hockaday, who still resides 
on the family farm southwest of Belton, 


March 


James L. March was born in Jasamine County, Kentucky, 
in 1836. He was the son of George and Mary Gregg March and 
came with his parents to Missouri in 1844, The family settled 
in St. Louis County, where they bought a farm, In 1855 they 
sold their farm and moved to Jackson County. George died that 
same year. James stayed at home until 1858, when he went 
West driving a team of oxen to old Sante Fe, New Mexico, 

He returnéd to Missouri ten years later in 1868 and 
bought a farm of 160 acres south and west of Belton, He mar- 
ried Mary Dobbins, a native of Missouri in 1872. Three child- 
ren were born before Mary’s death in 1681, James D., Susan 
Ella and William G. 

James married Pearl Patterson of Marshall, theyare both 
now deceased. Susan Ella married Charles Blair of Belton, now 
both deceased, William married Pearl Short of Lincoln, DI. 
William is deceased. 


James and his wife hadnochildren. Susan Ella and Charles 
had three boys born tothem, James Wallace, Charles Lawrence 
(deceased) and Julian D. William and Pearl Short Mareh had 
two daughters, Thea and Fannie March Riley (deceased). 
Theo and Mrs, Pearl March live in Kansas City, 

James March married as his second wife, Sarah Creggar 
in 1895 and to the couple, a daughter, Frances, was born. 
Sarah died in 1901 and James Marchand Frances moved to live 
with his brother, Wallace March and his mother Mrs, Mary A. 
Sexton, Frances was reared and received her education in the 
Belton schools, she now lives in Los Angeles, Calif. Mr. 





Susan Elia Blair 


James L. March 


March continued to live in the family home until t was 
destroyed by fire. He then built a home on the southwest 
corner of Mill and Colbern streets in Belton, where he lived 
until his death in 1923, 
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Bright 


Samuel Brizhl, a farmer of Mt. Pleasant Township two 
miles west and two miles south of Kelton, was born in Canada 
in L829. He was the son Of Mirhael and Rosana Brirht, 
natiyes af Germany, In 1860 lie married Anna C. Swan in 
Grundy Coury, fl, where Tright was liyint for atime, 

They came to Johnson County, Kans, in 1965 where he 


farmer until the death of tis wife in 1879. He moved to Cass 
Couoty tn 1880 and bought 200 aeres in section 20 southwest 
of Belton. Te married Ella Rose dauzhteroik, 7, and Rebecca 
Mechorman Ross in 1881, They had two sons Fred Charles and 
Henry Lewis. The elder son farmed the land and raised 
cattle on the same farm after the death of his father. 


Dodson - Jeter - White 





Mr. and Mrs. Greenup Berry Dodson 


The Berry Pitman Nodson family moved to a farm four 
miles south of Belton in 1875 from a farm in Jackson County 
between Dodson and Dallas, Mo. B, P, Dodson had come to 
Westport Landing in the 1840’s as a boy with his parents, 
Greenup and Verlina Dodson, from §t. Charles, Missouri. 
Greenup was a direct decendent of Daniel Boone and the family 
had moved west with the Boone clan, B, P, and brother James 
were drivers on the Sante Fe Trail in their youth. 

The children of Berry Pitman and Maria Matney Dodson 
were Charles, Greenup Berry, Fredrick M., Lucinda, and 
Faustina. Greenup B. Dodson married Edna Rarl Jeter whose 
grandfather was Col, William Allen White. 

Col. William Allen and Sarah White came to Cass County 
from Bedford, Virginia, in the early 1840s. Between 1853 and 
1857 Col, White purchased 1500 acres of landfrom the govern- 
ment, The land lay south of what is now Belton, 

During the Civil War, Col, White served under Gen. Price. 
His family was burned out of their home under Gen, Ewing’s 
Order Number Eleven. For a time the ladies and children of 
the family returned to Virginia where Col. White’s daughter 
Matilda Jane met Capt, T. W, Jeter, who was with Lee through 
out the war and at the time of surrender at Appomattox, They 
later married in 1873 in the White home that had been rebuilt 
and is yet occupied five miles south of Belton, 

The children of the marriage of Tinsley White and Matilda 
Jeter were Sarah Ann, Edna Earl and Tinsley. Edna Earl 
Jeter married Greenup Berry Dodson in 1897. The children 
of this marriage were Irene, who died in infancy; Marie, 
who is now Mrs. C. R. Meador of Belton; Faustina, who is 
now Mrs. C, L, Ray of Raytown, Mo.; Albery LeRoy, who is 
married to Jane Turner of Belton and now living in Leawood, 
Kans. Mrs, Edna Jeter Dodson at the age of 96, is living in a 
fursing home in Grandview, Mo. 





Matilda White Jeter, James A 
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Berry P. and Maria Matney Dodson 
Lucinda Muir (standing) 
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Wingert 


Johnathan Wingert and Cordelia A, Burr were married 
in Franklin Grove, Lee County, Tl. and had five children. 
Columbus, Byron (1851), William, Florence and Mary Belle 
(1854). 

Wingert went to California in the gold rush of 1849 by 
way of Cape Horn and returned overland. During the Civil War 
he was a carpenter and bridge builder. The Wingerts were 
Mlinois Dunkards which indicated they were opposed to the 
Civil War and in fact any war, Finding a coi) of rope on his 
front doorstep, Wingert knew he was out of harmony with 
his neighbors, the more especially since he usually voted 
Democratic. The incident prompted a mave from Mlinois 
about 1862 to northeast Cass County, Mo, where they lived 
in a log cabin, The story is told that when Byron was about 12 
years old he was attending a celebration at school in which 
those present cheered for Lincoln, Sherman and Sheridan. 
Suddenly, young Byron arose and shouted, Hip! Hip! Hurrah! 
three cheers for Jefferson Davis. Instinctively the entire 
audience cheered, then stopped suddenly. The school board 
met on the spot and expelled Byron from school. They asked 
him what had possessed him. Byron answered ‘‘Isn’t Jeffer- 
son Davis a big man in the war too?’ 


Byron married and lived in Kansas City. He worked 25 
years for the Santa Fe Railroad and 30 years for the Swift 
Packing plant before his death in 1942, 

Mary Bell Wingert taught school in Belton 1875-76. She 
was matriedto A, R, C, Sloan in March 1876. Sloan was born 
in Otterville, Mo. When he was 20, in 1862, he enlisted in the 
Missouri Militia. Two years later the militia was taken 


into the U.S, Army and Sloan was a teamster, freighting army 
supplies with a six-mule team. Six months afler the close of 
the war, he left the Army and purchased a farm west of 
Belton and east of the Johnson County, Kansas Line. 

A daughter, Cordelia Jane was born Jan, 10, 1877. The 
Sloans moved to Kansas and five boys and another daughter 
was born. Mary Bell died in 1489 and was buried in the 
Valley Brook cemetery south of Overbrook, Kans. Sloan 
moved to the Texas panhandle in 1900 died in 1925 and was 
buried at Stratford, Texas. 

Cordelia Jane taught school in Kansas, Indian Territory 
(Okla.) and Texas. She died July 23, 1966 at Dalhart, Tex., 
where she was buried, An historie plaque was dedicated to 
her memory July 1971 at Dalhart where she lived. Inscribed 
on the plaque is the following; ‘‘Mrs. Cordelia Sloan Duke, 
1877-1966, Chronicler of a unique era in the history of the 
southwest. Born in Belton, Mo. at 17 taught school in the 
Indian Territory (Okla.) In 1907 married Robert L. Duke, a 
ranch hand who had risen to division manager of the XIT Ranch 
(then the world’s largest). In addition to her own family, she 
‘looked after’ the 150 cowbays who worked the 3,000,000 acre 
spread. Kept a diary of everyday ranch life around her and 
successfully encouraged §1 others to do likewise, Thus was 
preserved an authentic account of a passing phase of Ameri- 
can life —the cowboy and his work.*' 

Cordelia Sloan Duke with the assistance of Dr. Joe B. 
Frantz of the history department of the University of Texas 
is the author of the book ‘*6,000 Miles of Fence’’, published 
in 1961 by the University of Texas Press ... Berniece 
Sloan Crandall, zreat-granddaughter of J. Wingert, 


Crouch 





Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Milton Crouch, Sr. 


Leslie Milton Crouch, was born Dec. 28, 1872 near War- 
saw, Gallatin County Ky., a son of Henry Elijah and Mary Ann 
(Connely) Crouch, grandson of Elijah and Sarah (Lady) Crouch, 
and great-grandson of Jesse Crouch, Revolutionary soldier, 
and his wife Mary Nance, The family migrated from Virginia 
to Washington County, Tenn., and Elijah Crouch moved on to 
Gallatin County, Ky. Mary Ann Connely was a daughter of 
Granyille Milton and Harriet H. (Conner) Connely, grand- 
daughter of Thomas and Mary Connely who had migrated 
fram Augusta County, Va., to Boone County, Ky. 


Leslie Crouch attended elementary school in Warsaw, Ky., 
high school in Carroliton, Ky., then Washington and Lee Uni- 
versity in Lexington, Va, where he graduated with an LLB 
Degree in 1894, His uncle, Charles Connely, owned a farm 
immediately north of Belton, now part of the air base, He 
urged his young nephew to settle in Cass County. Crouch was 
admitted to the Cass County Bar, Jan, 8, 1895 and opened an 
office in Pleasant Hill for about six months, then moyed to 
Belton, He later formed a partnership with the late James 





The Crouch home in Belton on the corner 
of Mill and Scott Streets 


M. Houston as Crouch and Houston. 

He married Zadah Laura Pearson on Nov. 19, 1896 in 
Harrisonville, Mo, She was born July 25, 1875 in Harrisonville 
a daughter of William Dudley and Laura Corbin (Hidden) 
Pearson, Her Pearson grandparents were early settlersin Van 
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Buren (later Cass) Connty Mo. from Kentucky, andher Belcher 
greal—prandparents were early settlers in Jackson County, Mis- 
souri from Virginia. 

The Crouch’s had two children, William Pearson, born 
Mar. d1, 1898, died Mar. 3, 1902. LL. M. Jr., was born Aug, 
23, 1902 in the home built by the Crouches in 1899 at the 
northwest corner of Seott Avenue and Mill Street (the house 
pictured still stands though much enlarged). 

Crouch received the Demoeratic nomination for Cass 
County Probate Judge in Aug. 1902, and when elected the 
following November, the family moved to Harrisonville, He 
served two four-year terms as Probate Judge and after that 
was in general law practice in Harrisonville until] his retire- 
ment in 1955, 

Zadah Crouch died May 8, 1945. Judge Crouch married 
Mrs. Edna C, Groehe on Feb. 12, 1949. Judge Crouch who died 
Jan, 22, 1966, was a devout Baptist, and active iu church work 
in both Belton and Marrisonyille, He was a Mason and Shriner. 

L. M. dr., was educated in the Harrisonville schools and 
the University of Missouri (Columbia), He finished his law 
course January 1924 and was admitted to the Cass County 
Bar on Jan. 7, of that year. ‘The firm of Crauch and Crouch 


was established Feb. 1 of that year and still exists, now as 
Crouch, Crouch, Spangler and Douglas, He is a member of the 
Missouri and American Bar Associations, a Fellow in the 
American College of Trial Lawyers, and a member of the 
Missouri Commission on Higher Education. 

L. M., dr., married Dixie Faye Griffith on Nov, 30, 1935 
in Harrisonville. She was born Oct. 17,1912 at Creighton, Mo., 
a daughter of Edgar McDonnell and Georgia Beatrice (Cowan) 
Griffith. They had one son, Leslie Milton, MI, born Nec, 14, 
1936, His mother, Dixie, died November 4, 1960. 

L. M., dr., married Mary (Blomeyer) Byram on Mareh 
12, 1966. She wasborn July 11, 1907at Charleston, Mo., and was 
the widow of Frank Fowler Byram who was born and reared 
in Harrisonville. They now live in the old Pearson-Crouch 
family home at 909 East Pearl Street, Harrisonville, 

Leslie Milton III, was educated in Harrisonville and the 
University of Missouri (Columbia) and received his law de- 
gree in 1964 after serving two years in the Navy. He is now an 
attorney in San Diego, Calif. He married Janet Lee Sebesky, 
on Noy. 25, 1961 and they are the parents of two children, 
get Kevin, born Oct, 28, 1964, and Lisa Dixie born March 
4, 1967. 


Barr 





The Benjamin Barr Home 


One of the early pioneers of this areawas Benjamin Barr. 
Born in Laneaster County, Penn., on Aug. 17, 1823, he was 
the only son ina family of eight born to Samuel and Maria Barr. 
He married Barbara Groff, the daughter of Johnand Susan Groff 
in 1845. The families of each were farmers. The Barrs were 
the parents of 13 children, two of whom died in infancy. 

When the Civil War erupted, the eldest son was not old 
enough to serve; but, as was the custom, part of their posses- 
sions were subject to conscription. As the story goes, a hoarse 
was contributed to the cause, and was used for the duration of 
the war when it was returned to the owner. 

In 1869, Barr came to look over the new land in Missouri, 
He bought some 400 acres for $55peracre from John Dennis, 
and was offered $75 before the final settlement was made, 
The attraction of this tract ofland wasthe plentiful water supply 


which was furnished by four or five springs. There was also 
a barn and a six room house.The recently constructed ‘*y"’ 
Highway Extension runs through this land. 

Barr, his wife and 11 children, journeyed to this area 
which was practically ‘fopen”’ prairie in 1870, Three carloads 
of furniture and farming equipment had been shipped to Pleasant 
Hill which was the nearest shipping point. These possessions 
were moved with wagons and teams over nearly non-existent 
roads, Not long after their arrival, theyaddedfive rooms to the 
house which stood until 1922 when the present home was builf. 

The family, Mennonites, would drive to Garden City, Mo., 
site of the nearest church. 

Later, at various times, 600 more acres were acduired. 
After the death of Benjamin in 1881, his widow and children 
carried on the farming operations. The estate was divided 
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among the 11 children; Mary (Herr), Samuel, Pmma(Keyport), 
Catherine (Huber), Frances (Goodbar), Benjamin, John, Bar- 
bara (Crumley), Anna (Wood), Sirah (Meador)and Abraham, Thea 
mother sept the home place of 299 acres (now known as the 
Wyall farm) with one of the children living with her al alt limes. 

Joho the eighth ebild of the family was married fo Valinda 
Goud in 1887. They had four children; falhryn (Reid) who 
died in 1940, Mary (Roberts) Frankandfarl. John, lis wife and 
family moved in with his mothsrin 1899 and remained until her 
death in April, 1912, 

The estate was settled in 115 by the sale. ol the farm to 
Frank Sweet, who later sold lo George \vyatt. 

In 1914 the family moved to the Blair farm about Iwo und 
one-half miles east of Belton, adjacent to Highway 58, where 
they lived for five years. During this time the two sons served 
Inthe first world war, Prankinthe Army and @arl in the Navy. 

John Barr bought about 40 acres onthe east edge of Belton 
in 191k, This tract can be remembered by the old Hmers as 
the Falr Grounds. The following year, 2 Nome was built in 
which Barr lived until bis death in 1929, and his wife wntil her 
death in 1944, This home isnow owntedby Ives and Wilma Reid, 
The rest of the land is mow the site of Wemorlal Park and a 
humber of homes. 

Earl Barr, youngest son of Jobo and Malinda Rarr was 
born March 16, 1894. He was married to Laura Twente on 
Feb, 29, 1920 and they established their fome three miles 
east Of Raymore. Their children are; Olin, Marylin (Miller) 
Elainé (Espino) and Richard. They have 13 grandchildren, 
two grandehildren by marriage and one great grandchild, 


The form, known as wie C, C, Painter frin cousistiiy 
of 426 aeres was murelmsed in M46, by Olin on hiv return 
from service in the Naval Air Force ins World War UL Ie 
aud Wis wife imade their home hare ane be and hls father 
eoutinued us partners in faem operations. Thy lara: Wudly east 
of Rayoiore were sold in 1952 andthe Jerry Sullivan fori ut 
416 acres, sight and one-half miles sulithal Hellion was boyy. 
Afler servivee In We Aray (Uirteen wionths being spent a 
Korwa), Ritherd returned home aid wanted to conte firmine, 
The parents moved to Reltow to retive and ttebard and wtle 
took over (ie home place, Mr, Barr cemtinued js nurter 
with eaoh of the bows until 108 when le sole tle restrective 
farms to them where thay Live with thee farilies. 

The complete families wt this lume (Taavary LYI2) gen: 
Olin ane wife Vera (Millar) son Kenueth and with Curul 
(Smith) and Kevin; Marviin wand husband Oharles Miller, daw 
ter Janis and husband Marold Brunkow and their sons, Ciena, 
Jim and Carl al) of near Lawrence, Kans.; Elaine and hustand 
(eorge spino, sons, Francisro, hichard and George ani 
daughters, Virginia and ilaine all of Mexico City, Mesieo. 

Richard and wife Rita (Alexander) daughters Malinda, 
Linda (deceased), Jeanette, and |anra of Belton, 

Many other descendants of Benjamin Barr, ineludingeven 
great, vreat, great grandchildren live im this immediate 
vieinity as well as many parts of the United States, 

The picture shows the Barr house about 1907, The marti 
house has been added to the original Barr home, Shown are 
G to r) John, Barbara fin window), Malinda Good Barr, 
Frank and Carl Barr. 


Gregg 


Samuel ani Mary Ann Greey were brother and Sister. 
Mary Ann Greee married George Washinston March on Sept. 
£5, 1825. She was the mother of Wallace WeCamobell Mareh 
and Susan Eleanor March who became the wife of George 
Washington Seott, founder of Relfon — Jan. 14, 1858, 

Samuel Grege married Maria. They were the parents of 
John William, Walfer, Wallace, Edward, Nellie, Mame, and 
Mattie Gregg; all born in Independence, Mo. Samuel Grege had 
slaves, and when the Civil War broke out, he took his slaves 
to Sherman, Tex. in 3 big covered wagon. The slaves didn’t 
care for Texas, and after the war ended, they returned to 
Independence. Gregg told them that he couldn’t pay them any 
money, bat they said they just wanted ta be back home in the 
little brick houses overlooking the Gregg Cemetery, So they 
lived there, took care of the horses and cows, put ice in the 
ice house, and raised food for themselves and for the Gregg 
family, Samuel Boon Gregg, their grandson, remembers sleep- 
ing with the little Negro boys. Eventually, the slaves died and 
were buried there on the farm. 

During the Civil War, Samuel Gregg took care of some poor 
families while their fathers were away. After the war, they 
gave him an ebony, gold-headed cane, which his graridson, 
Samuel Boon Gregg in Kansas City, stil! has. 

John William (Will) Gregg married Jessie Smith in 
September of 1885. They lived in Belton, and their only son, 
Samuel Boon Gregg, was born Sept. 20, 1886, John had a small 
dry goods store in Belton where Citizen’s Bankis now located. 
Cowan Wilson was a silent partner and helped in many ways. 
One day Wilson was in the store and Fanny Scott came in, Will 
Grege, her cousin, said‘*Famny, here’s Cowan Wilson who you 
should meet.’? Wilson was a tall man and Fanny was a slim 
girl. Wilson said, “*You sure are a little girl, let me weigh 
you.” He weighed her on some sealesnearby, she weighed only 
98 pounds. From then on, there wasa romance, Fafiny married 
Wilson in Belton on Sept. 1, 1886, 

John Grege died of typhoid fever when he was 27, on 
March 12, 1890. R. C. Wilson was a great help to his widow, 
Jessie Smith Gregg. Jessie married R, T. Morrison of Kansas 





House on Walnut Street where S, Boon 
Grege was born. 


City in 1890, He was a widower with two children, Alice and 
Paul. He came to Belton to buy corn to ship to his crain 
elevator in Wilson, Kans, Boon’s mother, Jessie Morrison, 
died in the flu epidemic of 1918, Boon went to Missouri Valley 
College at Marshall, Mo. in 1905 and met Gertrude Thompson 
of Pilot Grove, Mo. in 1906. They were married near Pilot 
Grove in 1911, Her father, Joseph, was a Confederate soldier 
who took part in the Battle of Westport in 1864 and remembered 
riding by the Wornall home in Kansas City after the battle. Boon 


and Gertrude had twa sons and one daughter; Joseph Boon, 
Joho William and Helen Louise, Samuel Boon Gregg became 
2 member of the Kansas City Board of Trade, and is now its 
oldest active member, Gregg has been a trustee of Missouri 
Valley College since 1910, Their son, John was killed in 1944 
in an airplane accident during World War Il, Their son, Joseph, 
is also a member af the Kansas City Board of Trade, and 
president of the Governing Board of Children's Mercy Hospital 
in Kansas City, His son, Joseph Pickering Greve, is alsoa 
member of Board of Trade. They are the only three members 
ofa family within this organization. 
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Robinson - Dunlap 





Jeremiah V. Robinson in 1878 


Shortly after the Civil War, Jeremiah Vardeman Robin- 
son of Kentucky, born in 1823, came to Missouri looking for 
a uew hume for his family. He traveled by steamboat from 
Cincinnali, Ohio, down the Ohio River to Cairo, Mll,, then up 
the Mississippi River to Kansas City. He visited with his 
brother, Ben, living in Hickman Mills, who had migrated 
to Missouri prior to the war. Deciding to move to Missouri, 
Robinson went back to Kentucky for his family. 

Tn 1823 he had married Jane Bush also of Kentucky, who 
died shortly after giving birth to theironly child, Frank Gentry 
Robinson tn 1850, She was buried in Kentucky, 

J. V. then married Mary Catherine Hampton, who was 
born in Kentucky in 1837, They had a daughter, Minerva Fran- 
ces, born in 1866, also in Kentucky. 

The Kobinsans moved to Kansas City about 1867 where 
they had a home at Ninth and MainStreets. Robinson purchased 
a farm south of Kansas City which today would be bounded as 
follows; on the north Armour Boulevard; on the east, The 
Paseo; on the South, Brush Creek and on the west, Troost 
Avenue. When he sold the farm, Robinson decided to move 
south into Cass County, 

The family settled at High Blue, the northwest corner of 
Missouri Highway 58 and Prospect Ave. Robinson and his son 
Frank Gettry, established a general merchandise store at that 
location which opened in 1869. Two black men who were exper- 
ienced blacksmiths eame to Missouri with the Robinson family 
and J, V, put up a shop for them at High Blue. 

When Belton was platted, Robinson decided to move his 
stare and blacksmith shop to the new town, and the move was 
completed in early 1872. It is believedthat the Robinson family 
were the first settlers after George Scott laid out the town, 
Robinson built two store buildings at what Is now the south- 
east corner of Main and Walnut Streets (Western Auto). He 
also built a residence at Scott Ave. and Main Streets, The 
store was operated by J. V., his son Frank, his nephew, B. V. 
Robinson and later they were joined by R, P, Dunlap of Ken- 
tucky, 

After many years of successful operation the store was 
sold to local Belton interests, J, V. Robinson, who was the 
twelfth of thirteen children, was a member of the first Belton 
school board, an early day member ofthe board of directors of 
the Bank of Belton, and one of the founders of the Belton 
Christian Church, He was succeeded on the Bank of Belton 


board by his son, Frank Gentry, who served for many years 
even after his move to Kansas City. 

J, V, retired from business when he was fifty years old 
in 1873 andlivedanother 50 years. He died in 1923 and is buried 
in the Belton Cemetery. A sister, Mildred Robinson had fol- 
lowed ter brothers, J, V, and Ben to Missouri. She also 
settled in Belton and married Thomas Berry. 

Mary Catherine Hampton Robinson, who died in 1922 and 
is buried in Belton, was a direct descendent of General Wade 
Hampton of Revolutionary War fame. She was the cousin of 
the second Gen, Wade Hampton of the Civil War, who was a 
son of the former. He later became a governor of South Caro- 
lina and a United States senator from that state, A statue af 
him on horseback is in the capitol grounds at Columbia, S, C, 
Several other members of the Hampton family later moved to 
Belton, among these the mother, father and sister of Mary 
Catherine Robinson, 

Frank G. Rabinson moved to Kansas City after the Robin- 
son stock was sold and he became a livestock commission 
merchant and banker, He died in 1931 and is buried in Kansas. 
City. 

He had married Sarah Frances Lillardof Kentucky in 1870, 
They made their home in Belton where the A&P Market is now, 
There were four children, naw all deceased. Thomas Lillard, 
Mary, Frances and Patricia who died in Kansas City, Jan. 24, 
1972, 

Thomas Lillard married Dora McDaniel. Both are buried 
in the Belton Cemetery. They had five children; Fannie Lillard 
Botts, deceased; Eleanor Jane Collins and Mary Bright Hamil- 
ton, both of Colorado; Frank Gentry Robinson of Arkansas and 
Jerry V¥. Robinson, deceased, buried in the Belton cemetery 

Frances Robinson married Don P. Ricksecker of Kansas 





Minerva Frances Robinson, 1869 


City. There were two children, John and Frankie Ricksecker 
Atkeson, both of Kansas City. 

Patricia Robinson married Forest Merchant of Kansas 
City and they had two children, Russell, deceased; and Mary 
Annette who lives in Kansas City, 

Frank Gentry Robinson later married Clara Belle Bush 
of Chicago. There were no children, The second Mrs. Robin- 
son died and was buried in Kansas City in 1935. 

Richard Patton Dunlap who was born in Kentucky in 1861, 
came to Missouri after his graduation from Center College, 
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Manville, Ky, He married Minerva Frances Robinson and after 
the Robinson store was sold, they moved to Tanopah, Nev. He 
engaged in the silver mining business and had copper mining 
interests in Arizona and gold mining interests in California. Not 
long after his move to Nevada, he established a home in San 
Francisco where he and his family lived for many years. He 
was a president of the San Francisco Stock Exchange and had 
ather business interests in that city. His wife, Minerva died 
in San Francisco in 1918 and was buriedin the Belton Cemetery, 
After Dunlap retired from business he made his home in Mis- 
souri. He was buried on the Robinson-Dunlap lot in the Belton 
Cemetery after tis death in 1941, 

The only direct descendent of J, V. Robinson and Mary 
Catherine Hampton Robinson in the Belton area at this time is 
Richard L, Dunlap, He is the son of R, P. Dunlap and Minerva 
Frances Robinson Dunlap. He is married to the former Lucy 
Wilson, a granddaughter af George WW, Scott, the founder of 
Belton. They have one daughter, Frances Scott Dunlap names 
after her grandmothers, Scott and Dunlap. 





Richard L. Dunlap between L900 - 1910 


Killinger 





Vere E. and Anna Lee Killinger, 1961 


Veroe E, Klinger was bornin Belton wr 1082, anil attended 
grade and high school here, 

During yacation periods te worked for Slmean behoney 
delivering groceries ina one horse vig, receiving five doviars 
a month, 

When he was 17 he worked on the farm of Sani Nollowny 
and earned $L5 per month. Wis tather wae a stone mason con- 


tractor and he worked for him during the summer ol 140, 
Killinger earned enough to enter Central Susiness College in 
Kansas City, After graduation he was eniglovyen by the Lickey 


Mercantile Co. for one year. 

He returnedto Belton andwasemployedby A, Roster & Co, 
dry goods store. When Rosiers decided to opén o branch slre 
in Tarned, Kans., in 1911, Killinger was named mataver, A 
three year lease was not renewed and Killinger mioyed to 
Montana where he was eniployed bythenewJ, C. Penney Co. of 
Great Falls. 

He was appointed manager of the store there ln 1917 suv- 
ceeding Herb Penney who was called into the New York office. 

Killinger retired from the Pentey Co. in 1930 but was 
named to open a new store tn Long Beach, Calif., in 1932, 
where he stayed until retiring for good in 1935, 

Killinger married Anna Lee Allison of Belton on June 16, 
1908. They moved to Santa Monica, Calif, in 1937, where they 
built a home. Killinger lives there today, his wife died Sept. 25, 
1970, 


lamar 


John Lamar, son of James Lamar and Elizabeth Seavers 
Lamar was a native of Jefferson County, Tennessee, born 
Oct. 24, 1819. He married Frances Hodges, daughter of 
William Welcome Hodges in Jefferson County Feb. 18, 1641. 
One son, James Callaway, was born to them in Tennessee 
in Jan. 1842. Later that year John, Frances, four month old 
James, John’s mother and Frances's father and family left 
Tennessee for Missouri, After a months travel, they found two 
log houses in what is now Polk county and here they spent the 
summer of 1842, They had crossed the Mississippi in the 
neighborhood of Cairo, Ill. by ferry and spent a few days in 
Charleston where the horses were shodandthe families rested. 
Mr. Hodges and John Lamar were not satisfied with the land 
in Polk County so they left the families there and set out on 
horseback for Platte Purchase where John’s brother William 
had already settled. They found the land more to their liking 


and returned for their families and brought them to Platte 
County near Weston, John and family came to Cass County in 
1853, spent a short time near Morristown and finally settled 
four miles southwest of Belton anda home was built in 1854. 
The land was bought from the U, S, Government and a grand- 
son, Baker, still has the original land grant issued when 
Franklin Pierce was president. 

When Order No. 11 was issued during the Civil War, Mrs, 
Lamar took the small children and returned to Platte County 
where they stayed for the duration. John and his two oldest 
sons, James Callaway (Cal) and Napoleon Bonaparte (Bone) 
mounted their hourse and joined the Confederate forces, The 
house was set on fire two or three times, but it was not de- 
stroyed, The three men returned home but had to relinquish 
their horses to the Union forces, The horses were later re- 
turned if the owners could identify them. Mr. Lamar went to 
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John Lamar at 90 (center) with his children 


Harrisonville where the Union Army had corralled them and 
was able to identify two of them. 

After the war the two older sons joined a wagon train in 
Westport and made a trip ta Oregon and back, They were 
gone so long the family had almost given them up as lost when 
they returned, Of the seven sons and two daughters born to 
John and Frances, six sons, N. B., J. C., Charles, William, 
John Jr., and Henry and one daughter, Harriet, were married 
and settled in the surrounding area. Thomas, the other son, 
died at the age of 23 and Rebecca Blizabeth, never married and 
lived with and cared ior her father affer the death of Frances 
in 1898, John died in 1905. 

John Lamar was associate judge of the county court of 
Cass County for part of one term and was elected for another. 
He and his family were members of the Christian Church at 
High Blue which was later moved to Belton. 

One rather unusual aspect of this family is that the entire 
family are all buried at the Bryant Cemetery three miles 
west of Belton. 

In 1892 John and Franees Lamar celebrated their 50th 


welding anniversary in the old home. ‘'wo of the original 
rooms of the home still stand as part of the home place al- 
though it has been remodeled from time to time. 


The youngest son, Henry, builta small home on the original 
farm not far from his father’s home and lived and raised his 
family there. His son, Walter and his bride moved into the old 
home and raised their family on the farm, Henry’s grandson, 
Baker LaMar built a home on part of the original land and still 
lives there. 


T. M. Dobson, grandson of Henry, N, B, Lamar, grandson 
of N.B., and Harriet’s granddaughter, Margaret Wade live near 
by in the community, Mrs. Nellie Rosier, daughter of Harriet, 
and her son Robert have made their home in Belton and Buford 
Lamar of Belton who died in 197] was a son of N, B. Several 
other grandchildren of John and Frances still live in the Kansas 
City area, 

J. Cal LaMar, 88, a descendant of William Lamar was 3 
lifelong resident of Belton until 1971 when he moved to Leawood, 
Kans. 


Shouse 


Jamies Monroe Shouse was born Nec. 21, 1845 near New 
Market, Platte County, Mo. He was the son of Benjamin Perry 
Shouse and Margaret Farra Shouse who migrated to Platte 
County from Woodford County, Kentucky in 1844, with six 
brothers and four sisters, Jim Shouse grew to manhood in 
Platte County, At the age of nineteen he joined the Bee Creek 
Baptist Church and from that time his life was closely allied 
to the church, He was later a member of the Aubry Baptist 
Church, the Pleasant Valley Baptist Church, which he and his 
wife helped organize, and where he was Sunday School super- 
intendent, and the Belton Baptist Church where as a deacon, 
trustee, Sunday School superintendent and teacher he served 
ior 20 years, 

James Shouse and Harriett Lamar, daughter of John and 
Frances Hodges Lamar, were married Nov. 5, 1868, For three 
years they lived in Platte County. In 1871 Shouse purchased 
96 acres of land in Johnson County, Kans., seven miles south- 
west of Belton, From time to time he added acreage until he 
owned 695 acres, part of if on the Missouri side of the state 
line, 

Mr. and Mrs. Shouse were interested in their children’s 
etlucation and all of them attended college. The sons attended 


William Jewell College and the daughters, Liberty Ladies 
College, which later was combined with William Jewell. Mr. 
Shouse served as treasurer and member of the school board in 
Belton for 20 years. 

in 1916 Mr, and Mrs, Shouse celebrated their golden wed- 
ding anniversary at the home in Belton with all their children 
and grandchildren in attendance. 

In 1903 the Shouse’s moved to Belton and left two sons in 
charge of the farming operation which he supervised. He be- 
came president of the Citizens Bank of Belton when it was 
organized in 1903 and kept that post until his death July 11, 
1922. 

Nine children were born to James and Harriett, One died 
in infancy and two. boys, Frank and Edward died in childhood. 
The six who survived were: John Lamar Shouse, born June 
7, 1871, died May 8, 1964; married Emeline Ingram; two child- 
ren, Phoebe Shouse Mueller and J, L, Shouse Jr, 

Mary Elizabeth Shouse born Sept. 18, 1874, died July 11 
1950; married Edgar Ross Idol; six children, Harriett J, 
Young, Edgar Shouse Idol, James Daniel Idol, Blizabeth I. 
Yoss, and twins, Frances I. Chamberlainand Margaret Wade. 

James Herbert Shouse, born March 19, 1878, died Aug. 2, 
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Mr, and Mrs. J. M. Shouse, sons, daughters and grandchildren about 1904 


1966; married Lillian Clarks; two daughters, Margaret §, 
Jones, deceased and Nell S. Diel. 

Nellie Frances Shouse, born Feb. 22, 1880, is still living 
and made Helton her home until Dec, 1971, when she moved 
to Waurika, Okla.; married Roy L. Rosier, three sons, Shouse 
Rosier, deceased, Dr. Harold A. Rosier and Robert Rosier. 

Napoleon Bonaparte Shouse, born Sept, 18, 1882, died May 
8, 1962; married Fan Garnett; one son, James Garnett, 
deceased, 

Harriet Belle, born Nov. 26, 1884, died Dec. 29, 1964, 

After the death of Harriet Shouse’s father, John Lamar 
in 1905, her sister, Rebecca Elizabeth Lamar, known affec- 
tionately as Aunt Betty to her friends and many nieces and 
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nephews, made her home with the Shouse family. When James 
Shouse passed away his wife, Harriett and Miss Lamar made 
their home in Kansas City with Miss Harriet Shouse who was 
a librarian there. Miss Lamar died Feb. 19, 1931 and Mrs. 
Shouse died Aug. 28, 1935. 


Members of the Shouse family still in and near Belton 
are; Mrs. Nellie Shouse Rosier and her son, Robert, who re~ 
cently maved to Waurika, Okla, but still maintain their home 
of 50 years at 803 Commercial; Mrs. Phoebe Shouse Mueller 
and her brother J, L, Shouse, Jr,, of Kansas City own the ald 
farm home and part of the farmland southwest of Belton on 
the state line; and Mrs. Margaret Idol Wade of Rt. 1 of Belton. 


Idal 


Saying he had found a “veritable nest of Virginians in 
Belton,’ Daniel Christian Idol in the spring of 1884 sent for 
his family in Mouth of Wilson, Va. 

He was born Dec. 23, 1851 at Guilford Court House, N, C, 
to John and Charity Ann Huff Idol, John was a Christian minister 
and served later as a captain in the Confederate Army. 

Dan married Nancy Caroline Ross, daughter of Wilborn 
and Adah Perkins Ross at the Ross home, Mouth of Wilson, 
Feb, 15, 1874. Idol was a carpenter and cabinet maker and 
built a home on the bank of Wilson Creek where it enters 
New River. The natives referredtoitasthe ‘‘round house’* and 
it was still standing a few years ago. It was octagon in shape 
and today would be called split-level as the lower floor was 
built on a huge rack foundation at the base of a hill and the 
upper floor was built into the hill top. Five of the Idol’s seven 
children were born in this house, 

Times were lean in 1882 and leaving his family in Vir- 
ginia, Idol and four other men went to Ruby Hill, Nev., where 
they did carpenter work in a mine for a year. When the mine 
went bankrupt, they went to Salt Lake City, Utah, where they 
found plenty of building going on. Idol stayed there until 1884, 
when his debts were paid. 

It was on a4 trip to Belton tovisit relatiyes that he sent for 
his family, feeling they would be happy living among so many 
Virginians, 


He and George Ferre] formed a partnership in contract- 
ing buildings, 

He purchased the ‘‘Cass County Leader” in 1890 and in 1892 
‘*The Belton Herald’, From that time, until 1924, except for a 
few years he was synonomous with ‘‘newspaper’’ in Belton, 

Four of the Idol children grew to adulthood. Three sons: 
Edgar Ross, Sidney Clyde and Roy Clarence; andone daughter, 
Nancy Ruth. The three sons learned the newspaper business 
from their father and went on to make it their vocation, 

Idol was a member of the Democratic county committee 
and served as committeeman in Mt. Pleasant Township for 
several years. He also served as justice of the peace fora 
number of years. He was a life-long Christian and never for- 
got the Scripture quotations learned from his father, 

Nancy Ross Idol died May 24, 1926, after 52 years of 
marriage. After her death, Idol made his home with his 
daughter and son-in-law Nannie and James R. Campbell. His 
later years were spent refinishing antique furniture and 
making new pieces by hand. Many homes in Cass County still 
have footstools and tables of intricate inlaid work, products 
of his talent, Several of his pieces were in the Missouri display 
" us World’s Fair in Chicago in 1933, Dan Idol died Sept, 8, 

as 

Several houses in Belton are samples of his workman- 
ship, for he never completely gave up carpentry. The E, £, 
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At left, top to bottom; John, Dan, Edgar and Harriet Idol. At right, in front of [dol home still standing on Commercial 





Street are Clyde, Edgar and Roy Idol, Mrs. Dan Idol holding Nannie Idol, and Dan [dol. 


Hawthorne home (110 So. Scott), the Roy Rosier residence 
(803 Commercial), and the Lawrence Bishop home (310 Cedar) 
are all built by Idol. Besides the Campbell home already men- 
tioned he also remodeled and lived in the Maria Perkins 
home at Hackberry and Commercial, 






“ 
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Hawthorne 


_ Several grandchildren besides Nancy Wright are still 
living in the vicinity, Mrs. Lodine Campbell Prewitt, Pleas- 
ant Hill, Bill Idol of Grandview, Mrs. Lillian Idol Owen of 
Overland Park, Mrs. Margaret Idol Wade of Beltonand numer- 
ous great-grandchildren. 


_ y of — 
Summer 1898 - (1 tor) Mrs, A. C. Hawthorne, A. C. Hawthorne, Edwin Hawthorne, James George, 
Fannie Hawthorne, Laura Hawthorne George and James Glen Hawthorne on step. 


Andrew Carson Hawthorne was born July 16, 1843 at King’s 
Salt Works, Washington County, Virginia, His parents were An- 
drew and Elizabeth McLain Hawthorne who came from Scotland 
in 1839, When he was 19, A. CG, joined the Confederate Army, 
He was wounded at Gettysburg, rejoined his company and was 
captured at the Wilderness and was a prisoner at Elmira when 
the war ended. His uncle, George Hawthorne knew Andrew 
Jackson through whose authority the young soldier was finally 
paroled, He came to Cass County when he was 23 and was soon 
breaking prairie ground west of Belton, 

Hawthorne married Jane Ross, daughter of Capt. John Ross, 


Oct. 6, 1875 at the family home one mile west of Grandview, 
Two sons and two daughters were born to them. They were 
Laura, whomarriedJ, Frank George, E, E,, who married Maude 
Ellen Yost, Fannie and J. R. 


For many years A, C, was a merchant in Belton and at 
his death his son E. &, Hawthorne assumed the management of 
the store. He andhis wife kept the store until the middle 1940’s, 
when the stock was sold out and the store closed. They devoted 
their time to supervising the farm lands they had inherited 
from their parents, 
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June 1908 - Mr. and Mrs. William E. Yost, Maude Yost Hawthorne and Anna Lee 


Yost Rosier 


An early pioneer farmer in Cass County was William E. 
Yost, He was born in Jessamine County, Kentucky July 27, 
1839 to George J, Yost and Elizabeth Ritter Yost, The family 
moved to Missouri in 1852, first locating in Jackson County 
for two years. They then came to Cass County and settled 
near Harrisonville. In March, 1862, they came to a farm near 
Belton in Raymore township, 

William Yost enlisted in the Confederate Army in Sept. 
1861, and served in Company C of Col. Irvin’s Cavalry and was 
in the battle of Pea Ridge. He served until May 1862, returned 
home and spent some three years traveling through Colorado 
and New Mexico. He was married to Philena Umstead, a native 
of Indiana on Jan. 20, 1879. Yost had 920 aeres of land, all 
under fence. At the time of his death, May 4, 1919, he owned 
1800 acres of land. He was equally successful in the world of 


finance and for a fime served as president of the Bank of 
Belton. The Yosts were members of the Baptist Church in 
Belton and were public spirited and charitable, They were 
the parents of four children; George J. born 1881 died at an 
early age; Maude Ellen born Aug. 7, 1882, later married 
E, E, Hawthorne; Mary E. born Aug. 25, 1885 also deceased 
in her youth; Anna Lee born Aug. 6, 1886, later became Mrs. 
Glen H. Rosier. Both of the daughters who survived to maturity, 
attended Hardin College in Mexico, Mo. They were both active 
in business affairs, serving on the board of directors for the 
Bank of Belton at times and supervising the land which they 
inherited. They were both active members inthe Baptist Church, 

The only surviving member of this family now is William 
Yost Rosier of Albuquerque, New Mexico, whose wife, Ruby 
Bishop Rosier was also a member of a Belton family. 


Rosier 


Will and Absolom Rosier were bornnear West Union, lowa. 
Will came to Belton in the late 1880’s and started a dry goods 
store, In 1892 Absolom brought his family to Belton and joined 
his brother as a partner in the business. A few years later he 
bought Will’s interest and moved the business next door to 
the Bank of Belton, Will, a few months later, opened a grocery 
business next door fa A. Rosier & Co. and kept it until his 
death, Will and his wife had two children: Leota, who passed 
away in her early 20's; and Glenn who married Anna Lee Yost, 
They had one son, William Yost Rosier, now of Albuquerque, 
N. M, 

Absolom and his wife had two children; RoyL., and Maude 
Ellen. Roy married Nellie F. Shouse. They had three sons: 
Shouse, deceased; Harold A., nowa doctorin Waurlka, Okla, and 
Robert L., who until recently made his home in Belton with his 
mother, They are both now living in Waurika, Okla, Robert 
manages the family real estate holdings, 


Maude Ellen married Cecil Boyer, They had one daughter, 
Betty. Mrs. Boyer is now a resident of Lee’s Summit. 

Roy Rosier and Walter C, Pettus became members of the 
firm of A. Rosier & So, in1903 and were in charge of the busi- 
ness in Belton and kept it a live and thriving retail store until 
it was sold to Mr, Kratzin 1938, 4, Rosier opened and operated 
a store in Harrisonville for a short time and then moved to 
Kansas City in 1905 where he liyed until his death in 1937. 

For many years, A. Rosier -- Pettus Co., had an annual 
Picnic for their employees and families, Roy Rosier was a great 
believer in reereation and was a member of the Belton T2nnis 
Club as a young man. Later his interests turned to fishing, 
hunting and golf. Roy and Nellie Rosier were long time members 
of the Belton Baptist Church and Mrs. Rosier is probably the 
oldest living member today at age 92. Roy Rosier died in 
May 1951 being preceded in death by his aldest son, Shouse, in 
January, 1951. 


Evans 


Squire William Newman Evans born June 7, 1832 in Bowl- 
ing Green, Ky. enlisted in the Union Army in 1861 and served 


Trai ”, (58 Highway east of Belton). He married Mary Elizabeth 
Yost in 1870. She was the daughter of George and Elizabeth 


as a veterinarian, After the war he settled onthe Old Ritter Yost, also natives of Kentucky, The Yost family had 
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settled south of TWigh Grove Road néar Grandview. When the 
Civil War broke oul the Yost men joined the Confederate 
Army, The family was driven from their home and it was 
burned. A youny daughter who was very ill, died that night 
frum exposure. ‘The Yost familly then settled near Freeman, 





Fred Eyans, early 1900's 
war bomesreaded land un the Cass~Jaekson 


Mo, dnl ater the 
vounty Line. 

Qqiiire jivans was active in early local history serving 
on the Tremivrant Committee aul Grand Jury. He was a Belton 
Fair Beard Direntor, and was active in the Masons, Church 
ann school activities, 

William Fredertek Evans (Pred) was the feurth of seven 
ehildren barn ta Wilizin Newwias and Mary Clizabeth Evans. 
The others were Ceures, Cora, Thomas, Jolin, Laura Lone and 
Mary McPhweeters. 

Fred was married to Mollie Perkins at the home of Rev. 
Charles Searritt ti Kansas City on Oer. 2], 1903. They re- 
malned in the city and attended the American Royal as part of 
their wedding celebration. Mvans, a well known stockman, had 
attended the first Amarican Royal held in the 1890’s and never 
missed a one during his lifetime. 

Fred and Mollie established their home east of Belton, 
Mollie was the daughter of John R. and Melvina bealy Perkins 
whose families came to this area from North Carolina and 
North Tennessee and settled near Lone Jack long before the 
Civil War. After their marriage in 1876, they came to the 
Raymore-Belton area and settled southeast of Belton on what 
is known as the Pickering Farm. It was known then as Har- 
relson Station. Mollie was the third child in a family of 14 


children, five of whom are still living: they are Mrs. Pearl 
Holth and Miss Elsie Perkins of Elgin, Til.; Mrs. Sallie Barger 
(Mrs. John G., Jr.) of Kansas City; Mrs. Susan Fred and Miss 
Pausy Perkins of Grandview, The others were Lydia, wife af 
Joh Maxwell; Bertha, wifé of Arthur Wright; Thomas, Jessie, 
Karl (twin of Pearl); Walter; Howard, who married Maria 
Thompson of Belton and who is still a resident, and John, 

Fred Evans, a farm manager for 33 years, was a charter 
member of the Eastern Star at Raymore, past-president of the 
Raymore sehool board, and a member of the Masons for 61 
years, He and his wife celebrated their golden wedding anni- 
versary in 1953. Fred died in 1954, Mollie in 1964. 

They were the parents ci three daughters, all of whom 
graduated from Belton High School. Margaret af Kansas City, 
Married Robert Ross Clendenen, son of Robert Ross and 
Josephine Morrow Clendenen of Northeast of Raymore; June, 
of Raytown, married William S. Bullock, son of Elphus and 
Reulah Stewarw Bullock of Belton; Elizabeth married John P. 
Perry and they are residents of Belton, There are two 
grandchildren, Fred \W. Hodkins, son of Elizabeth Perry by a 
former marriage, who with his wife, Gale, lives in Kent, Ohio, 
and Betty Jane Bullock of Lawrence, Kans. The three grand- 
vhildren hold Master’s degrees, Frer and Gale from Kent 
State University, Betty Jane from Kansas University. 





Mr. and Mrs. Fred Evans, 1903 - 1953 


Sprinkle 


8. D. Sprinkle of Virginia was conscripted by the Confed- 
erate Army to make all hats and caps for the soldiers. He had 
a furniture and cabinet factory onthe Holston River in Virginia, 
whieh was converted to the making of hats and caps. He was a 
personal friend of Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederacy. 

During the war, the Sprinkle home was destroyed and he 
brought his family west to Missouri, They settled in Belton 


in 1880, 

His son S, D,, Jr. hada dry goods store (formerly Robin- 
sans) on what is now the Western Auto corner. (401 Main) 

A son of S, D, Jr., Paul C, Sprinkle, was an attorney and 
practiced in Kansas City until his death in 1962. 

A daughter, Jessie, (Mrs, C. O. Campbell) is a resident 
of Scottsdale, Ariz. 


Reynolds 


George William (Uncle Billie) Reynolds and his wife, 
Tilitha Ann Robinson Reynolds, lefta rural home near Nicholas- 
ville, Ky., which is a little town south of Lexington, and with 
their family of five children came to Belton in 1885. They 
settled and lived here the rest of their lives, 

William Barry (Bill) Reynolds, was their eldest son. 


He married Almina Mae Newsom on Oct, 21, 1891 and eventually 
settled on a farm which waslocated onthe Cass-Jackson County 
line, where the Richard-Gebaur Air Field is now located. 
On this farm they reared their four children; Gladys, Clarence 
B, (known as Jack to everyone around Belton), Ray and Haskell. 
All of this family are now deceased with the exception of 
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Haskell, affectionately known as ‘Hack*', who lives in Port- 
land, Ore, 

Jack's widow, Emma Mae Reynolds, still lives in Belton. 

George Mortimer Reynolds, second son of George and 
Tilitha, married Julia Ann Casper and they hadthree children, 
Lovenia, Jola and Pauline, They lived in Belton for a few years 
after their marriage but finally moved to the Shefield district 
in Kansas City, where they lived the rest of their lives, 
Lovenia Jewell, their eldest daughter still lives in the home 
place at 127 So, Bellaire, 

Frank Hackett Reynolds, another son, grew to manhood 
in Belton and was known as ‘‘Old Hack” . He married Anna 
Gertrude Handley, They settled in Belton, where they reared 


five children; Fsther Lucille, who is now deceased, Milo 
Hackett who livesin Lee's Summit, Mildred June, who lives with 
her husband, Luther Pugh in Independence, Mo., Keith Horridge, 
also of Independence and Bethel Gertrude (Beth) who lives in 
Latour, Mo, with her husband Glenn Harper, She is Post- 
mistress there, 

Clarente Vince Reynalds, known as “Tucky”? married 
Norma Kepner and they settled in Belton. They had no child- 
ren. Hé was the owner of the grocery store that stood in the 
center of the Belton business district far many years. Both 
‘*Tucky’’ and Norma are deceased. 

Lela Ellis Reynolds, the youngest child and only daughter 
of G. W, and his wife, died when she was only 18 years old. 


Jackson 


The C, 8. (Jack) Jackson family moved to Belton from 
Browington, Mo. in 1888, Jack Jackson, as he was known, was 
born in Jackson Ferry, Ky. He was married to Matilda Baker 
of McPherson County Kans. in 1876, They had four sons: Will, 
Jotin, Milo and Charlie when Jack died in 1904, Matilda, and 
the two younger sons, Milo and Charlie, migrated to Oklahoma 
where her father was living on a farm near Okeene that he 
had secured in the Cherokee land rush, They made their home 
in Oklahoma the rest of their lives, 

The oldest son, Will, married Naomi (Topsy) Alderson, 
a daughter of George and Rachel Alderson, who were among 
the earliest settlers of this community. They had six children all 
of whom made their home in Belton during their formative 
years. These children are; Mildred Sheridanand Ruth Reynolds 
of Portland, Ore.; Kenneth of Kirksville, Mo.; Morris of 
California; Lois Owen of Kansas City, Mo. and Nadine Rey- 
nolds, deceased. 

John Jackson was married in 1903 to Stella O'Dell of 
Atherton, Mo. and they had three children: Orlynn, now fe- 
ceased; Emma Mae and Weldon, 

Emma Mae married C. B, (Jack) Reynolds of another old 
time Belton family, He died in 1971, They had one daughter, 
Shirley Heidinger. Shirley has two sons, Robert and Barry 
Woodward. 

Weldon married the former Olive Herrick, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs, D. Virgil Herrick. They have eight children: 


Oldham - 





James Madison Campbell 
Flemmon Bentley Oldham who came to Missouri in 1843 
was born in Madison County, Ky., April 26, 1826. His parents 
were Enoch and Harriet Bentley Oldham, natives of the same 
state. Enoch was born in 1801 and died in 1879, Harriet was 
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C. S. (Jack) Jackson, son Will, wife Matilda, and front 
row, John, Milo and Charlie, 


John of Gladstone, Mo.; Michal (Mickey) Moss, of Anchorage, 
Alaska; Linda Jo Lloyd of Staten Island, N, Y.; Captain Jerald 
(Jerry) Jackson of Karlsrultie, Germany; Janet Marler of 
Orlando, Florida, and Jacquie, Jeff and Jim, still of the home, 


Campbell 


born in 1805, 

F,. B. spent many days during his boyhood upon the 
old mound at Boonesboro, Ky,, which was the remains of 
Daniel Boone’s fort. 

When he first came to Missouri he settled in Jackson 
county and began life as a farmer. He married Eveline whit- 
sett in July 1848, also a native of Kentucky, born there Aug. 25, 
1848. According to the 1883 Cass County history book, Oldham 
was quite successful in business until 18457 when he was cheated 
by a partner out of his farm and practically all his belongings, 

Oldham and his family moved to Miami County, Kamis. in 
1860 where he engaged in farming and stock raising. When the 
Civil War began, he was In northern territary and because he 
was a southerner it was dangerous for him to remain. He took 
his invalid wife and large family by coyered wagon to near 
Castle Rock, Colorado in 1863. Whenhe returnedto Cass County 
in 1865, he and his brother, Capt. William Oldham, bought 
their father’s farm west of Belton. 

Oldham, who first settled at High Blue and then came to 
Belton was a dealer in groceries and provisions, tobacco, 
cigars and notions. He took aninterestinthe schools, churches 
and civic affairs. He and his wife were active members of 
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the Christian Church. 

A daughter of the Oldhams, Cassandra Navis married 
James Madison Campbell, who was born Feb. 3, 1849 ona 
farm in Platte County, Mo,, five miles north of Parkville, 
He was the sixth of 14 children born to George Washington 
Campbell and Mary Ann Fox Campbell wha settled there 
after coming from Campbell County, Tenn, They had an 80 
acre fruit farm and sold apples fo the soldiers during the Civil 
War at Leavenworth, Kans. Before Burbank was heard of 
“‘Wash’? Campbell knew how to graft and bud fruit trees, ac- 
cording to his vreat-pranddaughter, Nancy Wright of Kansas 
City. He was an intelligent man and kept himself informed by 
taking eastern newspapers. He did not believe in slavery, but 
did believe in states rights. His father was a soldier in the 
Revolutionary war, The Campbells had evidently come fo this 
country quite a while before that from Scotland and northern 
[reland, 

James Campbell came to Belton as a young man and in 
1880 started his business career associated in a dry foods 
and general merchandise store with M. Praghheimer, Later 
he worked for Gilham and Hargis, 

At one time, aceording to his daughter, Glenn Campbell 
of Kansas City, he and a Christian minister of Belton, Jesse 
Hughes, hired a detective to get evidence andthey ran a whiskey 
selling drug store out of Belton, 

The Campbell’s had four children; James Monser (named 
for one of the Christian preachers of Belton), Jesse Todd 


(named for Rev. Jesse Hughes), and daughters, Glenn and 
Pauline. Miss Glenn Campbell of Kansas City was associated 
with the old Kansas City Provident Assn. at 1115 Charlotte for 
18 years, She then spent three years with the City Welfare 
Division and organized the relief office in Newton County, Mo, 
Much of her work was done during the Depression years when 
the relief programs were swamped with applicants. 

During the grasshopper year of 1874, F_ B, Oldham and 
James Campbell drove to Independence, Mo. and hauled seed 
to the farmers in the Beltonarea, The grasshoppers ate every- 
thing in sight, even the fence posts, 

Oldham and Campbell were charter members of the Christ- 
ian Church in Belton, helped build the church at High Blue and 
hauled lumber for the new building in Belton. 

A son of Plemmon Oldham, Paseal \W, had a hardware 
store at 59th Street and Swope Parkway in Kansas City. 
While locking up his store on election day in 1934, he was 
killed either by a bullet intended for someone else or ‘‘be- 
cause he had seen too much.’ According to Miss Glenn 
Campbell, his niece, this incident was a smalllink in the chain 
that eventually led to the downfall of the Pendergast machine 
in Kansas City, 

Flemmon Oldham died April 27, 1899 and is buried in the 
Belton Cemetery, James Madison Campbell who movedto Kan- 
sas City in 1900 died there in 1928. Cassandra Madison Camp-~ 
bell lived 100 years plus five months, She died in Kansas City 
in Oct. 1962, 


Campbell 





Jim Campbell home on Second Street 


Robert Edgar Campbell, born May 7, 1843, was the fourth 
child born to George Washington Campbell and Mary Ann Fox. 

Barely 18 when the Civil War began, he joined the Con- 
federate Army under General Sterling Price. He returned to 
Westport Landing at the close of the war and was later given 
the Southern Cross of Honor by the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy, This medal is now in possession of Jim Terril, 
his 18-year-old great-great-great-grandson, 

Robert Edgar married Sarah Alice ‘Molly’? Mansell, who 
was born in Kentucky. Her mother was Mary Catherine Mc- 
Kinley, a cousin of President William McKinley. 

Robert and ‘'Molly’’ had eight children, six of whom 
lived. They were James Robert, William Edgar, Kathryn 
Bernice, Caroline Virginia, John Washington and Anna Laura, 
all born in or near Belton. ‘ 

James (Jim) Robert born Nov. 9, 1886 has been a life- 
lone resident of Belton, He has lived for some 50 years at 702 
Second St, at the corner of Hackberry across from the present 


Methodist Church, He married Naney Ruth Idol, Dec, 23, 1911, 

They had three daughters, Kathryn Lodine, Virzinia Ruth and 

Nant Alice who grew up in Belton and went through school 
iére. 

Jim, a painter and decorator aided by his father-in-law 
Daniel C. Idol remodeled his home which wasthe original North 
Methodist Church, Several of the rooms still have the old tin 
scrollwork ceiling that was in the church. 

Nancy Alice Campbell Wright is an artist with the Grace 
Co. She has been with the firm 20 years. 





Above; Nannie Idol, 
Nannie Idol Camp- 
bell and Lodine 
Campbell.At left, 
James, Nannie and 
Lodine Campbell. 
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Twente 


Fred R. Twente, a farmer and stockman of the Belton 
community, was a native of Missouri. He was born in St. 
Charles County in 1859 —son of Henry and Elizabeth Twente, 
who immigrated from Germany to America in the early 
1850's, making the voyage in one ofthe old-time sailing vessels 
of that day. Fred Twente moved to Cass County in 1910, lo- 
eating on a farm two miles east of Belton, on what is now 
58 Highway. There he engaged in farming and stock-raising 
making a specialty of white-faced cattle. He wasalso an exten- 
sive breeder of (al) blood Duroc-Jersey hogs. Twente built a 
§-room modern home in 1910, The Twente family were active 
members of the Belton Methodist Church, several of his des- 
rendants still are members of that church. Fred also served 
as a member of the Board of Pirectors of Citizens Bank of 
Belton lor many years. 

Ti 1885, Pred married Mary Woestemeyer, Thay had the 
following children; John, Ella, Milton, Laura and Verna, Fred, 
and his wife, and their youngest daughter, Verna, moved to Bel- 


ton in 1919 Where they lived unti) the death of Mrs, Twente, 
Their second son, Milton, spent most of his lifetime on the 
home farm, carrying on the farming operations begun by his 
father, Milton married Hattie Balding, of Belton, on Dec. 28, 
1516. Their three children were borninthe house built by their 
grandfather — Mabel Rea (Mrs. J. 'T, Degn) vow of Belton; 
Mary Lucille (Mrs. Ted Higgins) of Grandview; and Milton H. 
Twente Jr., of Belton. Milton Jr. served his country im World 
War Ti, from 1942 to 1946. Other descendants include the 
sons of J, T, and Mabel Rea: Ronaldand Milton Dean, Ronild’s 
two daughters, Christine and Cheryl and Milton’s daughter 
Deborah Jane and son Michael OWen. Also Mary and Ted’s 
son Mark Higgins, and Milton Jr. and Martha"s two sons, 
Edwin and Steven Twente. 


Milton, John and Ella are now deceased. Laura, Mrs. 
Rarl Barr, and Verua, Mrs. Gleen Voorhees are still resi- 
dents of Kelton, as is Mrs, Milton Twente Sr. 


Wyatt 





The Wyley Wyatt family in 1910. Picture was taken in 
front of the George Wyatt home, 608 No. Scott. He and 
his wife, Ona, are second and third from left (seated). 
George W. Wyatt, Jr., is on the hobby horse. 


Wyley Wyatt served in the Confederate Army during the 
Civil War, At the close of the war he and his wife. Sarah 
(Maxwell) Wyatt settled on a farm in Southern Jackson County 


one and one-half miles south of Grandview, Mo. They were 
the parents of 11 children. George W. Wyatt Sr,, one of the 
11, and Ona Wallingford, also of Southern Jackson County, and 
the daughter of P, I, Wallineford were married in 1905. 


They owned a 160 acre farm located on North Seatt which 
is known as part of Kingsland and part of the base housing for 
Richard-Gebaur AFB. George W. Wyatt Jr., was born in 1907 
at this residence. In 1912 they sold this farm and moved to 
Freeman, Mo. Marvaret Wyatt was born in December of that 
year. In 1919 the present farm localed at the northeast oorner 
of Helton was purchased and the family moved there in the 
spring of 1920. They continued to live here until they moved 
inta Belton in 1948, 

In the meantime Margaret Wyatt allended business college 
after graduating from the Belton High School. She was employed 
for a time at the Cass County Treasurer's Office in Harrison- 
ville, She became affiliated with the Merriman Mortgage Com- 
pany in Kansas City, Ma, in 1934 where she continued to live 
and work until her death in July, 1971. George W. Wyatt Sr., died 
in the fall of 1948 and his wife continued to live in Belton 
until her death in December, 1969, 

In 1934 George W, Wyatt Jr. and Maurine Arnold Wyatt 
were married and are the parents of Wyley Wyatt of Belton 
and Wanda Wyatt Tarpey of San Diego, Calif. This family 
moved on the Wyatt Furm in 1948 and are still residing there, 


Seba - Meinershagen 


George W, and Fred M. Seba from Napoleon, Mo, purchased 
adjoining farms three miles Northeast of Belton in 1908, 
They were born near Bay, in Gastovade County, Mo., sons of 
Fritz and Mary Seba. 


George was married to Lydia Woestemeyer in 1899. They 
had two sons, Erwin D. and Stanley M. Seba, Erwin was married 
to Clara Moneymaker of Raymore, Mo. They had three sous, 
Erwin Donald, Fred Marvin and Maurice Winton; and four 
daughters, Mary Ann, Clara Beth, Linda Leeand Karen Elaine. 
In 1930 Mr. and Mrs. George Seba moved to Belton and their 
son Erwin and family moved to the Seba farm. Erwin Seha 
passed away in 1954. Stanley married Thelma Ray of Belton. 
They lived in the greater Kansas City area. Lydia Seba died 
in 1950 and George Seba in 1968, 


Fred M. Seba married Emma Meinershagen of Higgins- 


ville, Mo. in 1909 and moved to their Belton farm, They had a 
daughter, Ethel A. and a son Harvey W. Seba. Fred Seba 
died in 1916, Emma Seha’s brother, Hugo Meinershagen, came 
to live with his Sister and do the farming, In 1919 he married 
Alice Winkler of Raymore and lived on the Seba farm and 
Mrs. Seba and children went to Higginsville. One daughter, 
Laura A., was born to the Meinershagens. When Mrs, Meiner- 
shagen died in 1921, Hugo and his daughter, Laura, moved 
to Higzinsville, After several years in Higginsville, Emma Seba 
and children returned to Belton, Harvey married Faustine 
Clemons of Pineville, Mo. They had three children, John 
Harvey, George Paul and Sue Ellen. They have lived near 
Neosho since World War If, Laura Meinershagen returned to 
eo in 1940 and made her home with Emma Seba and rthel 
A. Seba. 
Mrs. Emma Seba died in 1969, 


- 18F - 


Huggins 





u 


The Howard Huggins family. James William, Laura 
and Howard, Back row: Oscar, Geraldine, Thaisa, 
Gladys and Robert. 


Howard | ranklin Hugeins, born in Stilwell, Kans. in 1888, 
moved with his family to Belton on March 4, 1898. At the 
are of 21, in 1909, he and his brother Willard formed the Huz- 
wins ‘Trausfer Company and continued this partnership until 
T916 when Moward betame sole owner. 

Howard married Laura Belle St. Clair who was born in 
Vernon County, Mo. and has always lived tn the vicinity of 
Helton, ‘They were married Nov. 27, 1912, in Ft, Seott, Kans. 

They had seven children. Their first son, Woodrow F rank - 
lin died in infancy. Two years later their second son, Osear 
lloward was born. When Osear was seven months old the 
Hugeins family moved to 808 South Cedar where Thaisa 
Louise, Geraldine, Gladys Elizabeth, Rohert eugene and James 
William were born. Taura and Howard lived in this house for 
4 years, 

During the flu epidemic of 1918, Howard fell ill and was 
forced to give up his transfer business. He worked for the 
Tolm Berry Feed Store until it was destrayed by fire. Then he 
worked several years for the state highway department and 
finally heeame superintendent for the water department of 


Belton, Huggins served as Belton’s only salaried employe until 
1950 and handled the water and sewer department by himself. 
He was probably more Informed than any other person on lo- 
ealions of water and sewer lines within the city. On April 1, 
1959, he would have completed 25 years of service to the city. 
Ile Suffered a stroke, Mar. 4, 1959 and died in his home just 
a month short ofhaving 25 years service with the City of Belton, 
The Howard Huggins family tree now has 13 grandchildren, 
tliree step-grandehildren, 15 great grandchildren, one step- 
ereat-grandchild and one great-creat-srandchild, 


_ Thaisa Hugzins Stidhbam is the only child who has re- 
mained in Belton all of her 55 years. She has two children 
seven yrandchildren and one sreat-grandchild, She and her 
lusband are in the furniture business located at 561 North 
Scott, Belton. 

Robert Huggins has lived in Belton all of his life, with the 
exception of one year spent in Harrisonville. He and his wife 
Louise have two children and two grandchildren, 

The eldest son, Oscar met his wife Bernice while both were 
employed at the Grace Company in Belton. This was in fact the 
first romance at the Grace Company. Osear served for four 
years in General Patton’s 8rd Army as a Sergeant in Recon- 
Communications, and wow lives in Kansas City. He has two 
children and three grandchildren, 

James William Huggins was also in the Armed Forces, 
serving two years with the United States Navy. He now lives 
in Holden, Mo, He has three children, three step-children and 
a sranddauchter, 

Gladys Huggins Raupp now lives in Kansas and has two 
children, Geraldine Huggins Handley also has two children 
and three grandchildren and lives in Lee’s Summit, Mo. 





Huggins home ut 808 So. Cedar Street 


Groh 


William Groh was a farmer of German descent. His 
parents came to America as youn people, meeting and 
marrying in the 1850's, They lived near Liberty at the time 
of the war between the States, William was born in 1866 
and when he was about five years of age the family purchased 
a farm at Kansas City what is now about 40th and Cleveland. 

In later years his father purchased a farm four miles 
South and two miles ast of Belton. Here William grew to 
manhood and married Lura Rttie McAninch, a daughter of 
W. WH, and Julia (Hon) McAninch, early settlers of the area 


who lived four and one-half miles south of Belton. 

Three of the William Groh'’s children were born on the 
*homeplace’, Elsie, William H. and Earl, 

In 1894 the family moved to the farm six miles south oJ 
Belton on ¥ Highway where the youngest son, Kenneth now 
lives. Here Charles, Howard, Julia, Ralph and Kenneth were 
born. William began with 80 acres and accumulated 460 
acres. He lived to he 88 years old. 

The house on the home place burned in November, 1971, 
having stood nearly 100 years. 
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Huber 


Frank Huber, born at Lancaster, Penn., in 1847 came to 
Missouri in 1870 and settled at Lee’s Summit. In 1872 he pur- 
chased 153 acres one mile north of Belton. He followed farm- 
ing and general stock raising, increasing his acreage until at 
his death in 1931, the farm totaled four hundred acres, 

Huber married Catherine Barr fn 1875. They had four 
children; Bertha, deceased; Benjamin, deceased; Mrs. Mary 
Yocom, Kansas City and Mrs, Mattie Sams, Belton, The grand- 


children are Frank C. Huber, deceased; Mary Catherine Sams 
and Ben Huber of Belton; Margaret Huber Miller and Terril 
H, Yocom. 

Huber was one of ten early Belton settlers who borrowed 
eleven thousand dollars to buy the 1870 township railroad 
bonds, He contributed $1,000 toward the construction of the first 
rock road from Belton to Kansas City, He was also president 
of the Bank of Belton from 1914 to 1926, 


Alderson 


The first Alderson house was 


built about 1849. This was built in 1877 and torn down in 1908. Shown (1 to r) 





aré Grandpa Work, Grandma Gael Work, Emma Fitch, Cowan Fitch, Nellie and Ernest Alderson; Vincent Al- 
Alderson and daughter, Nellie; William D. Alderson holding Neil; and Mr. Fitch 


James C, and Lucinda Bush Alderson came to Missouri 
from Kentucky in the early 1840's and settled in Independence 
coming to Cass County in 1849, They settled in the High 
Blue community. In 1851 they became members of the High 
Blue Cumberland Presbyterian church. While in the High 
Blue Community, they were partners in a general store with 
a Mr, Young, Later they settled on a farm south of Belton in 
the Swampy School District. Three children were born to them, 
Vincent, Margaret and James. 

Vineent married Gail Collins Judd, a Civil War widow in 
1865, Mrs. Judd had a daughter, &mma. Five bays were born to 
Vincent and Gail: Edgar, James, William, Vincent and Ernest, 

William was born in Belton March 14, 1874 at what is 
now 202 2nd Street, He was married to Martha Ross October 
27, 1897, They had four daughters: Marie, Mrs. W, H, Groh, 





Aunt Cindy Alderson 





who died January 2, 1952; Pauline, Mrs. Frank Mosby; 
Berniece, Mrs. Weadock, and Kathryn June, Mrs, R, V. 
Powell, 

Pauline and Kathryn June both still live in Belton, Pauline 
Mosby has a son, William J., two daughters, Frances and 
Mrs. W, M, (Helen) Graham and two grandsons, David and 
Douglas Mosby, Mrs. Powell has two sons, Robert and Don, 

Four generations of this family have been born in Bel- 
ton; William Alderson, Pauline Mosby, Bill Mosby and David 
Mosby, 


Kathryn June Powell and son Don, at Alderson gtaveyard. 
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Henderson 


Henry Clay Henderson, born lu Morgan County, 1., Feb. 
21, 1853 was reared on a farm in that state and received his 
education in the public schools and Jacksonville Business Col- 
lege, Jacksonville, Tl, When he first came to. Missouri, he 
settled on a farin near Hopkins. 

Henry married Gertrude L. Blair of Belvon in 1893, Her 
brothers were James Franklin and Charles R. Blair. 

The Hendersons moved from Hopkins to Belton in 1907, 
settling on a farm south of Belton. They were the parents of 
two sons, Charles Franklin and Carl Blair. 

Charles Franklin, now deceased, was born March 5, 1894 
and married Luella Conrad in 1919, They had three children; 
Maxine, born Jan. 30, 1922, wha married Bill Moore in 1944, 
They have two daughters, Maryjac and Barbie, Charles Wendell 
was born Oct. 9, 1920 and he married Gloria Morris in 1948, 
they have a daughter, Karla Lynn; Mary Lou was born July 
9, 1932 and married Bill Barker in 1951, they have two sons, 
Paul Stephen and Matthew Wade. 

The other Henderson son, Carl Blair still residing in Belton 
was Married to Helen Becker, April 13, 1924, She was the 
daughter of Calvin and Anna Becker, Carl and Helen Henderson 
were the parents of three sons; Donald Eugene who died at birth 
Ocl, 27, 1925; Robert Carl, born July28, 1929 and John Marvin 
born Feb, 18, 1934, 

Robert married Betty Nicholas andthey have three children; 
Tavid Patrick, Ruth Ann and Sharon Flaine. 

John Marvin married Terrill Anne White in 1947 and they 
have one son, Mark Alan, 

Henry and Gertrude Henderson left the farmand moved into 
Belton in 1924, Gas was new to Belton in 1929 and they were 
both overcome by fumes in December of that year. Henry died 
Dec. 6 without regaining consciousness, Gertrude never re- 
cavered and remained an invalid until her death, 21 years later 
on Jan, 16, 1950. 








Charles and Carl Henderson 


Kerr 


John B. and George T. Kerr, farmers, wholived in Section 
20, Mt. Pleasant Township, were owners of 230acres of land in 
1883 when an early history of Cass County was written, They 
were both natives af Madison County, Ky. John was born April 
4, 1850 and George, Sept. 13, 1854, They were the sons of 
Simpson and America Stone Kerr, natives of Clark Caunty, 
Kentucky, The mother died in 1857, leaving, besides John 
and George, two other sons, W. Frank and Caleb D. and 
two daughters, Lizzie and Catherine, The father and his 
family came to Missouri in 1865 and settled at Old West- 
port in Jackson County where the father was in merchandis- 
ing until 1878. Then he located where his two sons lived until 
his death in 1881, 


_ John B. Kerr married Ada Kisinger, daughter of J. T. 
Kisinger, They were parents of three children; Bertie, who 


later married Roy Mosby; Alva and Mabel. Leroy Kerr Mosby 
wha presently lives in Belton is the son of Bertie and Roy 
Masby, 

George T,. Kerr married Cinderella McKinney of Martin 
City and they had one son, Clark, 

Caleb D, Kerr and Pauline Kidwell were married and 
were parents of six children: Kirby, Virgil, wha married 
Mattie Garnett; Daniel, Brutus, who lost his life in the Klondike; 
Mary Elizabeth, wife of Walter E, LaMar; and Nannie Brown 
who married Sidney J, Hamilton. 

Walter and Mary Elizabeth LaMar had two sons and one 
daughter- Caleb Henry deceased; Eugene Raker, who married 
Myrtle Mae Warren and who live onthe old LaMar homestead, 
and Mrs. Doris Chambers of Needles, Calif. 

Lizgte Kerr married James Cassell and they were parents 
of five children: David, Beverly, Sadie, Georgia and Catherine. 


Hami/ton 


Sid J, Hamilton and Nannie Brown Kerr were married Mar, 
1, 1893 and lived onthe Leonard Place” two and one-half miles 
worth of Peculiar, until 1901, Hamilton hadbeen born on a farm 
west of Belton and his wife, a native of Kentucky, had moved to 
Missouri with her family when she was three years ald. Her 
father, Caleb Kerr, moved to Missouri in the 1850’s, following 
his father, Simpson Kerr, who had made the move in the 40's. 
Caleb and his family first settled in the old Santa Fe section 


of Jackson County near the Missouri-Kansas line. They moved 
to the West Belton community shortly after the Civil War and 
lived there the rest of their lives. 

While the Hamiltons were tenants on the farm near 
Peculiar, they had three sons; Glenn on Feb, 18, 1894; Paul 
ou Nov, 15, 1896 and Brutus on July 19, 1900. 

Sid Hamilton purchased a farm northwest of Belton in 
1901 and moved to Harrisonville in 1907 when he was elected 
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Sheriff of Cass County, 

Glenn, Paul and Brutus graduated from Harrisonville High 
School after having attended High Blue School while living 
in Belton, 

Glenn attended Warrensburg State Normal School, served 
in the Nayy during World War T, andthen settled In Neodoshea, 
Kans., where he served as city clerk for 35 years until his 
retirement in 1959, He married the former Esther Hodges of 
Paola, Kans. in 1921, Their son, Sidney Glenn Hamilton, is now 
a Scientist with the Aero-space Corporation with headquarters 
in Long Beach, Calif. They haye six children, 

Paul Hamilton attended the University of Missouri from 
1914 until 1917 when he entered the Arniy. He played football 
at the University and was captain of the 1917 team. He re- 
turned to Kansas City after two years in the Army and be- 
came a real estate salesman for the J, C, Nichols company. 
With the late William J. Crawford, in 1937, he formed the 
Hamilton-Crawford Realty Co. which later became the Paul 
Hamilton Co., Realtors. He now serves as consultant for his 
firm and several other firms and individuals in Kansas City, 
Hamilton has served as chairman of the Kansas City Police 
Board from 1944 to 1948; a member and chairman of the City 
Planning Commission, 1950 to 1967; president of the Kansas 
City Real Estate Board, 1959-60, president of the Missouri 
Real Estate Assn, 1964 and is a director of the Kansas City 
Title Insurarce Co, and the Grand Avenue Hank. 

Brutus Hamilton excelled in track and field events durimg 
his high school days and in 1916 ledthe Harrisonville track team 
to its first state championship in the high school meet held at 
the University of Missouri, He graduated from the University 
of Missouri in 1922. He was a member of the football team but 





Sam and Gertrude Feeback 


Samuel F. Feehack, an early Cass County resident, came 
to Missouri with his parents from Carlysle, Ky,, where he was 
born, They made the trip in a covered wagon and settled near 
Fast Lynne, Mo, 

Sam had a horse drawn hearse, ran a livery barn and 
was a horse and mule buyer, 

ig married Gertrude Stella Babylon of Warrensburg, Mo, 
in 1902, 

The Feebacks moved to Bellon in March, 1929 and farmed 
until their retirement. They were the parents ofseven children 
and celebrated their f4th wedding anniversary on Feb. 10, 1966. 
Gertrude died on her 67th anniversary in 1969 and Samuel died 
Dee, 28, 1970. 

Their children are all still residents of the Belton and 
Kansas City areas, except Ewing J, Feeback, born Oct, 18, 
1921 who died during World War I in Dec, 1946 while a mem- 
her of the armed forces, 


fained fame in track and field events, He was the American 
Penthalon and Decathlon champion in 1920 anda meniber of the 
1920 LU, S, Olympic team that competed in Antwerp, Belgrum, 
winning second place in the Decathlon. He was captain of the 
University track and field team in 1922 and a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa. 


After a brief business career, he turned to coaching and 
teaching, first ait Westminster College, fulton, Mo., where 
he taught history and English and was assistant football coach. 
He jormed a track and field team that garnered three stale 
championships before he left there iu 1929, 

Named lead track and field coach at the University of 
Kansas, he helped develop stars Jim Bausch and Glenn 
Cunningham, whom he took to the 1932 Olympic games at Los 
Angeles. He accepted the position as head track and field 
coach at the University of California, Berkeley and remained 
there unti] 1965, He was also Athletic Director there and Ian 
of Men. He was head coach of the U_ 8. Olympic track and field 
team in 1952 at Helsinki, Finland; the State Department sent 
him to work with athletes in India in 1954; he was head ecach 
of the American track and field team sent ta Rurope in 1965 
to campete against the Russians in Kiev, the Poles in Warsaw 
and the Germans in Augsburg, 


During World War UW, he was commissioned a Captain in 
the Air Foree and spent three years in England and North 
Africa, He married Rowena Thornburg in 1926, They have a 
married daughter, Jean and two grandchildren. 

Sid J. Hamilton died in 1943, his wife in 1959 and Brutus, 
Nec. 29, 197L. All are buried in Bryant Cemetery, three miles 
west of Belton, 


Feeback 


The others are: Lee Erma who married Dwight Coryell. 
They live in Independence and have a son, Bruce and grandson, 
Kevin; Lyle B, of Belton who married [felen Kresse; Kinney 
of Belton, who married Marjorie Tunseth., They have 2 soni, 
Johnny, of Overland Park who married Loretta Kruger, they 
have a daugliter Marlene and a sot, Todd; Sammie G. of Kan- 
sas City, who married Dorothy Sheehan; Elizabeth of Belton 
who married Robert E, Jones, they have a daughter, Jean Ann 
who married Duane [, Hylton; Russell Allen of Bellon who 
married Hazel Foster. They have two sons, fwing J. and Rus- 
sell Allen TI. 





The Feebacks celebrate the g4th wedding anniver- 
sary of Sam and Gertrude. Shown behind their par- 
ents are Lee Erma, Kinney, Lyle, Sam, Elizabeth 
and Russell, 
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Johnsan 





John Johnson 


The Johnson family were early pioneer settlers of Cass 
(Van Buren) County. The family had come from Kentucky in 
1825 and had settled originally in Westport. The John Johnson 
family first settled in Belton in 1870 on the land where South- 
western Bell Telephone Co, is now located. Johnson helped in 
platting the town, was active during the early growth of Belton 
and was a member o! the first town board, He was in the hard~- 
ware and general merchandising business before the family 
located on « farm south of Belton which is still Johnson owned 
(off present Y Highway). John and his wife, Anna Easley had 
seven children, Nellie M. (1877— _+); Kirby E. (1879 —1970); 
Jennie Catherine Kelly (1881 —1958); Francis (Frank) Arthur 
(1884 — 1937); Susie (1886 — 1888); Alberta Lane (1888— —); 
and Manor Schooley (1892 —__), 

Frank Arthur remained on the family farm. He and his 
wife, El Nora (Tribby) had three children, Leonard F., 
Dorothy, and Marguerite, All were graduates of Belton schools. 

Leonard married Maxine Faust and they had two children, 
Gerald and Judith Lyn. Gerald married Nancy Ruhl and they have 
two sons, Michael Francis and Jeffery Dale, Judith married 
James A; Waters and they have two children, Glen Alan and 
Susan Lyn. 

borothy Johnson married Gordon E&, Jeter and their 
daughter, Sandra Sue, is marriedto Dr. Norman Stephenson and 
they have a son, Brian Glen. 

Marguerite Johnson married Wayne A. Harris and they have 
two children, Ronald W. and Donna, Ronaldandhis wife, Geneva, 
have two daughters, Kari L. and Brenda Sue. Donna is married 
to Jerald W. Gilkeson and they have a son, Seth Wayne. 


Nellie Johnson Remembers .. . 


Miss Nellie McGee Johnson, who is 95, remembers her 
younger years spent inandnear Belton. Whenshe was six years 
old her parents, John Francis Johnson and Annie Adelia Easley 
Johnson, brought their family to Belton from Harrisonville 
where he had served as deputy in the Recorder of Deeds office 
from 1872 to 1878. Mr. Johnson had a hardware store in part- 
nership with C, W. Williams, a lawyer in Belton. Later the firm 
became Sidebottom and Johnson, 

When Nellie was 12 years old the family moved to a farm 
south of Belton near her grandmother’s home in the Pleasant 
Prairie school district. The farm has stayed in the Johnson 
family and is now owned by Leonard Johnson. She recalls 


the year 1889 when seyeral members of the family were ill 
from typhoid and Dr, Slaughter was the physician who treated 
them. She remembers Lola Ingram, a classmate at Pleasant 
Prairie school, teaching her to subtract, She also recalls the 
names of Ellen Stafford and Fannie Carmichael, 

Miss Johnson is a resident of Harrisonville now and is an 
interested member of the Cass County Historical Society. 





The John Johnson family, Nellie John- 
Son is seated on the left, 





Francis (Frank) Arthur Johnson and-his wife, 
El Nara Myrtle Tribby, Feb, 20, 1910. 
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Hallaway 


Isaac J. Holloway, Cass County pioneer was a native of 
Kentucky who was born in Madison County in 1892. He came 
to Missouri as a child in a two-horse wagon with his parents, 
John G. and Sallie (Jacobs) Holloway. 

They first settled in Jackson County and homesteaded a 
quarter section of land in the western part, not far from the 
Black Bob Reservation. 

Isaac married America Ann Wilson who died some time 
after giving birth to William A. Isaac then married Mary Ann 
Keeney in 1860, who was the daughter of Michael and Nancy 
Keeney, natives of Tennessee. Mary Ann was born in Jackson 
County and was raised on a farm there. 

Isaae and Mary Ann had two children, Sam R., and Ernast 
Ll. 

Holloway was a teacher in the old subscription schools 
where families donated to pay the teacher's salary. At this 
time Belton was 4 prairie abounding in deer, wild turkeys and 
prairie chickens, 

Sam R. attended school at High Blue. He married Lou 
Crutchfield in 1894, Her parents were H. W. and Marguerite 
Crutchfield, natives of Clark County, Ky, Sam and Lou hada 
son Robert L, (deceased). 

In the early days of the Civil War in 1661, a report came 
to the Holloway farm that Jemison’s Army was headed that 
way. Isaac gathered up a few things, put them in a wagon, put 
W. A., who was seven years old, on a horse and the family 
retreated to Pleasant Hill. When they returned after the war, 
the horses were vone and they farmed with oxen for awhile, 

W. A. joined &, H. Walton in 1874, went to Texas, and enzayed 
in the dairy business. He returned some time later and bought 
his grandfather’s homestead in Jackson County. He moved to 
Belton in 19904 and raiséd stock, farmed and had a dairy 


business, He married Magsie A. Ambrose in 1874. They had 
three children, Mary, Genevieve and W.A., Jr. Mary married 
Chester Berry and they had one sun, Thomas. Chester and 
his son are both still residents of Kansas City. 

W. A,, Jv., married Thelma Walton, daughter of Sidney 
Lee and Emma Arlene (Roberts) Walton. !mma’sbrother, Lex, 
was Belton postmaster from 1916 to 1923. W. 4. and Thelma 
had four children; William Allen, 1, Margaret, Mary Patricia 
and June, William and his wife, Carol, live in Chatham, N. J, 
and have three sons, Dennis, William A., IIL, and Stuart, Mar- 
paret Holloway Allen lives in Hazelwood, Mo., with her two 
daughters, Dawn atid Leeanne. Mary Holloway Slater lives with 
her husband, Douglas, and children: Carol, Cathy and Charles 
Douglas in Bellevue, Wash. June Holloway Jacobs. her hus- 
band, Michael and children; Jeff, Julie and Michelle live in 
Vincennes, Ind. 

W. A. (Jun) Holloway was county clerk and county treas- 
urer for Cass County, chief clerk of the auditor’s office under 
Forrest Smith for the State of Missouri and Regional Director 
of the General Services Administration in Kansas City, holding 
that post until his death in June, 1966, 

Genevieve Dot Holloway married Russell Mullen and they 
had two daughters, Madalyn and Mary Jane, Mullen was also 
from an old Belton family and bad an insurance business on 
Main St. for many years. Mary Jane married Lee Faust and 
they had two children, Russell and Toni. 

Madalyn is married to Herb Gebertundshe has a son Fred 
Buchanan by a former marriage. He fs presently ap officer at 
Citizens Bank of Belton, Madalyn, now a resident of Colorado 
Springs, Colo., was secretary to Dr. C, F, Yeokum, superin- 
tendent of Belton schools. Pred und his wife, frene, have a 
daughter, Carrie Lynn. 


Jacoby 





Mart and Ella Jacoby and their daughters in 1908 


J, M. (Mart) Jacoby, his wife Ella, and their three 
daughters, Josephine, Hazel and Mary moved to Belton in Jan- 
nary 1906, from Hennessee, Okla, 

Jacoby was a blacksmith and implement dealer for many 
years, in gssociation with Ed Blanton and Pred Ruch, Jaouby’s 
brother-in-law, 

Mart was a charter member of the Odd Fellows and Woods- 
man lodges and Ella was a charter member of the Baptist 
Church. She was also a2 member of the ald Royal Netebbur’s 
Lodge, 

Jacoby also served as police judge for same time aud was 
an active member of te ald Belton band, playing in the Sabur~ 
day night concerts that were beld at the old bandstand in city 
hall park. He played many of the wind instruments, the slide 
trombone and bass hort. 

Three sons were born to Mart and lla after they settled 
in Belton; Richard, Harryand Norman. All six children attended 
Belton grade and high school, All of them, with the exeeption of 
Richard still live in the sarrounding area, Hazel Jacoby Fallis, 
Mary Jacoby Sands and Norman Jacoby live in Kansas City; Jo- 
sephine Jacoby 0’ Bert is a resident of Warrensburgand Harry 
Jacoby and his wife Ethel live in the original Jacoby home at 
712 Main St. in Belton, Their daughters, Mary Lou King anid 
Peggy Taylor live with their families in Belton, 

Mart Jacoby died in March, 1950, and his wife, Illa, in 
March, 1968, 


Taylor - Pitts 


Martin A, ‘Taylor and his wife came to Missouri from Al- 
bany, Kentucky in 1884. They bought afarmfrom Monroe Phil- 
lips of Peculiar in 1914 and farmed until moving to Belton in 


1920, where they lived until their death, They were the parents 
of seven children, three who survive still live in Belton. Cicera 
A, Taylor, Mrs. Ranzey W, (Neta) Pitts and Mrs. Mary Taylor 
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Pitts, 

Mary Yaylor married Pearl H. Bitte, the son of Romulus 
and Nancy Avn Pitts who also came to Minsouwr trot Kentucky 
wud Ineated on a farm south of Belfarm iy the Plessant Praine 
conimunily. 

They were farmers, but Tills also tauzht penmanship for 
SU years, Te had a cane mill and made several hundred vallon 
of surgiuin each aulamn before retiring and moving to Belton, 
Romulus aud Nancy Aun Lived with their dauchter, Kathryn 
Grisham uhtl! (heir death, 

Hearl and Mary were the parents of six children. The 
family moved to elton from the farm in March, 1422, The 


chilfrell are Mrs. LeRoy W. (Hattie) Roebuck and Romalus 
M. Pitts, both of Bellon; Mrs, Jesse L. (Hazel) Grisham, Par- 
winount, Calif, Mrs. Robert A. (Cora L.) Troxell, Anaheim, 
Calif,, Harold ‘T. Pitts, Chelau, Wash,, and Charles PF. Pitts, 
Pacific Pahsades, Calif. All graduated from felton High 
Schoul except Harold who graduated from Stanwood High School 
(Washington). 

Two grandsons presently are altendiug Belton schoels, 
Randy Martin and Steven Curtis, sons of Romulus and Franees 
Pitts, 

Pearl Pitts died Dec, 31, 1963. Mary is retired from The 
Grace Company, where she was employed for 25 years, 


Houston 





The Houston family in 1906. Pictured [1 to r) are Mrs. 
Mary Houston, William Perny, Myrtle Hyatt, Florence, 
William Jr., Esther and George. 


Newton F, and Jennie A, (Williams) Houston cams ta Cass 
County from Maniteau County, Missouri in April 1873, They 
settled on a farm in the Haymore community known as the 
Joseph Gilmore farm, half way between Belton and Raymore, 
A few years later they moved into Raymore where they lived 


the rest af their lives. They were the parents of four children, 
William Perry; James who died in 1942: Blanche and Maude. 

William Perry attended school in Raymore, then entered 
Warrensburg State Normal school receiving his degree two 
years later, He then entered Dixon Schoolof Law at Dixon, IIl., 
wiiere fle receiver his law degree. He returnedto Missouri and 
taught sehool for ten years in Maries and Franklin counties. 
Hé wasadmittedto the bar, September, 1903 and began his prac- 
tice in Belton, Where he purchased a law office. 

He was elected Cass County’s representative in the Mis- 
souri Legislature in 1904 and was re-elected in 1996. When he 
returned to Belton, he served four years as city attorney and 
was elected mayor in 191]. He served four consecutive terms 
ani was Te-lected again in 1921, During his terms of office, 
the town spent $10,000 on its streets; 312,000 for an electric 
light plant, and he induced the Frisco railroad to spend about 
$5,000 in improving its property in Belton, During his terms as 
representative, he was instrumental in the building of the 
present city hall, 

Houston married Mary Elizabeth Iiatt in 1895, They were 
the parents of six children, five of whom survive; gster 
West of Rocky Ford, Colo; Florence Houston, Green Bay, Wisc.; 
George, St. Louis, Mo. and James and William of Belton. 
Myrtle Houston Frasure died in 1971, 

James married Pauline Kearney, also of Belton and Wil- 
liam married Mildred Shelton of Belton, 

William Perry Houston died in 1947, his wife, Mary, in 
1935, 


Blair 


Alexunder Franklin Blair and James Harrison Blair were 
brothers in a family of five sous and three daughters born 
to John Peoples and Susan Ogden Blair who were farmers 
hear Ligonier in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. 

Alexander was barn in 1833 and came west in 1857 to 
engage ina [reighting operation on the plains, During the Civil 
War he enlisted in the Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry serving 
in the Quartermaster Department. In the later years of the 
war he was stationed at Rolla, Mo., and at Ft. Scott, Kans, 
Mustered out of the army at the end of the war, he decided 
to settle in Cass County, and homesteaded a farm about one 
and one-half miles northeast of what later became Belton, 
He became a cattleman and continued his freighting operations. 
He married Nancy P. Johnson from Westmoreland County, 
Penn., in 1867. The couple had no children, He was instrumen- 
tal in founding the Bank of Belton in 1484 with other Belton 
citizens and served as its president until his death in 1909. 

James, the other brother, also enlisted in the Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry in the Quartermaster Department. He was 
wounded in the Battle of Bull Run, was transferred to Rolla, 
Mo., and subsequently was sent to Ft. Scott, Kans., with his 


brother, where he was given a disability discharge. Ife also 
settled near Belton and homesteaded a farm about two miles 
southeast of Belton. He married Rebecca Reed, also from 
Westmoreland County, Penn,, and they had two sons, James 
Franklin Blair born in 1868, Charles Reed Blair, born in 
1875, and a daughter, Gertrude Lawrence Blair, born in 1871. 
James remained a farmer all of his life, but from time ta 
time engaged in freighting operations on the plains with his 
Wrother, Alexander. 

James Franklin Blair was reared and educated in the 
Belton area schools, When he was 19 he became associated 
with his uncle, Alexander F, Blair, in the Rank of Belton, and 
served in varlous capacities for 47 years until his death in 
1934. James married Agnes Green in 1891, and they had five 
children: Nadine, Bernice Garnett, Mary Rebecea, and twins 
Agnes Frances (iow deceased) and James Franklin Jr, James 
Franklin Jr., (Frank) was associated with his father in the 
Bank of Belton in 1931 and is now president of the bank, He 
and his wife Elizabeth Atteberry Blair reside in the family 
home place. They have two children, Virginia Blair Benz, and 
James Franklin Blair II, 
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Gertrude Lawrence Blair was born near Belton in 1871. 
She was educated in the Belton schools and in 1893 married 
Henry Clay Henderson. The Henderson history appears else- 
where in this book, 

Charles Reed Blair, the youngest of the children of 
James H. Blair, was born and educated in the Belton area. 
He was a successful farmer on the home place about two miles 
southeast of Belton. He married Susan Ellen March and to this 
marriage three children were born; James Wallace, Charles 


Lawrence (now deceased), and Julia: D. James Wallace 
married Beulah Micke. He is now retired from the Grace 
Company and lives in Belton. He is president of the Belton 
Cemetery Assn., active in the American Lewion and was in- 
strumental in organizing some of Belton’s baseball teams 
after World War TI. 

Julian DP, married Dorothy Seitz and they had three child- 
ren: Robert J, Blair, Barbara Blair Peden, and Judy Blair 
McDowell. They live in Kansas City, Mo. 


Young 
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Blizabeth Sanford Young Mullen 


James Hickman Young was born March 10, 1849 in old 
Westport that small but historical community not far from 
the banks of the Missouri River. He had three brothers and 
one sister, 

His mother Elizabeth Sanford had come to Missouri from 
Kentucky, emigrating to that state from Ohio in 1835, They 
traveled by oxen teams and when they arrived on the banks of 
the Mississippi, the river was at Mood stage, Her step-father 
and family forced her to ride the lead oxen across the flooding 
river into Missouri and safety. It was a terrifying experience 
she was forced to undertake and from that time on there seems 
to be no further relationship with her family, She taught school 
in Independence several years and married Chesney Young, a 
widower with three daughters, 

There were only a few houses inthe community of Westport 
and their home was situated on the road leading to the Oregon 
and Santa Fe Trails, Elizabeth Sanford Young assisted the 
frontiersman, Jim Bridger and others to prepare for their 
long trips into the wilderness. Bridger was in the first party 
of white men to discover Great Salt Lake and Salt Lake Desert. 
Sewing, mending and inventorying supplies were a part of her 
services. 

By the year 1854, Missouri was in muchunrest politically. 
By 1661, the Civil War and all its devastation was affecting the 
areas of Belton and Cass County, Order #11 and the scorched 
earth policy wasenforced. The Chesney Youngs had moved south 
of Belton one and one-half miles and the home was burned 
in August, 1861 leaving Rlizabeth with her eight children. 
James Young was then 12 years old and large for his age, He 
was threatened by hanging with a rope aroundhis neck to make 
him divulge the whereabouts of his older brothers. James was 
forced to flee the country. With his sister Rachel and her new- 
born baby, they rode horseback to Paris, Tex. En route, the 
baby died, and Rachel’s husband had been killed in battle, 


James Young remained in Texas at the barracks, and when the 
war Was aver caine north living with the Cherokee Indians for 
about a year before returning ta Belton, 

His mother, Elizabeth, was typical of the pioneering 
frontier women who were on call at alltimes for medical help. 
Family history has it that one of the babies she delivered was 
Frank Blair, Sr, When cholera struck there were no facilities 
for caring for the ill, Elizabeth used cabbage leaves to help 
assuage the fever, but many died, including her husband, 
Chesney, Elizabeth later married Patrick Mullen, 

James Young married Lou Belle Edelen in 1889, She 
had come with her parents at the close of the Civil War from 
Kentucky. Her background was caught up in the history of 





Lou Belle and James Hickman Young 


Kentucky, Her grandfather, Gen. Robert B, McAfee, was 
Lieutenant Governor of Kentucky, president of the board at 
West Point, and Ambassador to Bogota, Colombia, under 
President Polk. Gen. McAfee contributed much to the historical 
and educational development of Kentucky and after the family 
migrated to Missouri, Dr. John McAfee became co-founder of 
Park College at Parkville, Mo. Eventually he sent his daughter 
ta Wellesley, She was president of that college, later she be- 
came the first captain of the WAVES. 

James Hickman Young and Lou Belle Edelen Young were 
the parents af two children, Euel Bruce and Kathleen, 

Martin Bruce Young the son of Euel and Lucille Martin 
Young, lives with his wife, Jan, and four children in Overland 
Park, Kans, Both of his parents are deceased. 

The two daughters of Kathleen andher late husband, Walter 
J. Barnes, reside with their husbands and children in a suburb 
of Portland, Ore., and Walla Walla, Wash, Their families con- 
sist of six children, 

Thus the descendants of Rlizabeth and Chesney Young have 
now crossed the continent. 
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Robert Cowan and Fanny Scott Wilson 


Robert Cowan Wilson was born Feb. 26, 1856 in Moore- 
field, Hardy Coutity, Va. His father, Dr. William Venable Wil- 
son, 2 graduate of Hampton Sidney College, was born January, 
1819 in Prince Edward County, Va. His mother, Grace Anne 
Wilson was also born in Virginia in 1816. Although both par- 
ents were Wilsons, they came from far different branches 
of the Wilson families in Virginia, They were married in 
‘Woodville’, Cumberland, Va. in 1843, Dr. Wilson wasa 
Presbyterian minister who read the Bible in Hebrewas well as 
in English. After a ministry of more than 50 years at Marion 
and Max Meadows, Ya, the Wilsons refired to their home in 
Lynchburg, 

Besides Robert Cowan, the Wilsons had five other children, 
Goodridge followed his father as a Presbyterian minister, 
married, had six children and remained in Virginia, Elizabeth 
married, had three sons anda daughter andremained in Lynch- 
burg. Samuel Graham came to St. Louis, Mo. at an early age 
and entered the wholesale dry goods business, He and his wife 
had seven children. William, Jr., married but had 10 children 
and remained in Lynchburg. He was a corporation lawyer who 
wrote the Federal Reserve Bank Act for Senator Carter Glass 
of Virginia with the understanding that no one but the family 
would know about it. Grace Macon neyer married and also 
remained in Lynchburg at the family home called ‘*The Old 
Open Door.’ 

Robert Cowan followed his brother Samuel to St. Louis 
in 1876 and joined him in the wholesale dry goods business. 
The association lasted 32 years and eventually includedR, C,’s 
son, Scott, and two nephews, R, C, enjoyed traveling instead of 
spending his time in the store and so became a part-time 
‘drummer.’ He often invested in stores he sold to, 

Robert Cowan Wilson married Fanny Scott, daughter of 
George W. Scott, Belton's founder, on Sept, 1, 1886, The 
Wilson’s Siyed for a time in St. Louis, but soon returned to 
Belton. They made their home with Fanny’s parents for six 
years. Both their daughter, Grace and son Scott, were born 
in the original Scott home, Grace on March, 1892 and Scott on 
Jan, 23, 1889. George Scott gave his daughter and son-in-law 
part of his property and they built the large Victorian home, 
still standing at 206 So, Scott St. They moved into their 
new home in November, 1892 and there their two other child- 
mt were born, Susan on March 11, 1894 and Lucy on Sept, 

0, 1897, 


cy) 


R. C. Wilson commuted to St. Louis for 32 years coming 
ta Belton weekends by riding the Missouri-Pacific train from 
St. Lowis ta Pleasant Hillandthenhiringa team and carriage to 
bring him to Belton. 

The four Wilson children attended Belton schools for 12 
years and all attended college in or near Lynchburg, During 
their childhood years, Grace Wilson Van Brunt remembers a 
playhouse back of their home builtby Arch Sprinkle and painted 
by Bill Leonard. Toys and dolls were kept here and she used 
the yard-square discarded samples her father brought hometa 
make clothes for her dolls, This early pastime was to assert 
itself in later years when she founded The Grace Company, 
specializing in children’s sizes. She remembers too, her 
brother Scott raised White Wyandotte chickens and she and 
her sisters were ‘‘weak partners.’? He made coops and 
shipped out many chickens and became a close friend of Bill 
Davidson who raised prized Wyandottes. Davidson is still a 
resident of Belton. Mrs. Van Brunt also remembers fondly 
Rose McSpadden and Mrs. Emma Seba who lived with the 
R. C, Wilsons at different times. Also ‘*Uncle” Dan Tucker, a 
Negro servant who came with the Scotts from Kenticky. He 
remained with the Scott and Wilson families until his death 
in 1920, 

Fanny Wilson saw her husband’s health failing in 1900, so 
in November of fhat year she went to a Hereford cattle sale 
and bought six pure-bred Anxiety the Fourth Herefords, enough 
for a foundation herd. R, C, came back to Belton and on April 
8, 1901, bought the 300-acre Beckman Farm just north of 





Lucy, Scolt, Grace and Susan Wilson 


Belton. John Mullen was the agent on the sale, The farm was 
just across the road from the Frank Huber farm and they 
became life-long friends. 

The land on which The Grace Company is now, was 
purchased from the Irvin family by George W. Scott and his 
brother-in-law, Wallace March, Jan. 12, 1480, They also 
raised Herefords and in March, 1902 they formed the Scott 
and March Land and Cattle Co. Stockholders besides Scott 
and March were John W, Scott, Fanny Wilsonand R. C. Wilson. 
March died later that monthandalthoughhe had never married, 
there were 14 heirs, To settle the estate, Wilson bought out the 
other heirs and puf the land in his wife’s name where it 
remained until her death Oct. 21, 1944. Five generations have 
now walked on the land: Grace’s daughter, Margaret Van Brunt 
Rymar and her daughters, of Kansas City being the fourth and 
fifth, 

After Wilson bought the land, he put most of his Here- 





The first Wilson Golden Wedding was celebrated by Dr. William Venable Wilson and his wife, Grace, with their children at 
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the Wilson home in Lynchburg, Va., ''The Old Open Door,"’ on Nov. 8, 1893. 





Robert Cowan and Fanny Scott Wilson and their chil- 
dren celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on 
Sept. 1, 1936 at the Wilson home on North Scott St., 
Belton. Shown with their parents are Susan, Grace 
Scott and Lucy. 


ford herd on it and it was managed by Joe Higgins for many 
years, 

After the Chaney Mill on Mill St. was abandoned, Wilson 
bought the property, erected a windmill over the well and 
piped water to his home and to both the Christian and Bap- 
tist Churches for their baptistries, He became associated 
with the Bank of Belton as a shareholder in 1907 and in 


1932 was named president of the Board of Directors, a post 


he held until his death Sept. 25, 1942. 

The four Wilson children married as follows: Susan 
Ella married Dr. Lynn B. Greene, Dec. 3, 1919 at the Meth- 
odist Church South in Belton, They have one daughter, Susanne 
Lee who married William E. Seyfried at Columbia, Mo, in 
1949, The Seyfrieds, who have two children, Lynda and Paul, 
live in Webster Grove, Mo. 

Grace March Wilson married John Van Brunt, Jr., on 
June 2, 1920 at the Methodist Church South, Belton, The 
Van Brunts were married by Charles Wesley Scarritt,a mem- 
ber of the pioneer Searritt family in Kansas City. He was 
pastor of the Belton church from 1896 to 1900. The Van Brunt?s 
have one daughter, Margaret Macon, who married Lt, Cdr. 


Julian W, Rymar at the Van Brunt home, Dee. 11, 1994. They 
have three daughters, Aun Mackall, Gracen Macon and Margaret 
Gibson. The Rymars live in Kansas City, 

Margaret Lucy Wilson married Richard L. Dunlap.on April 
12, 1923 at the Wilson home in Belton. They have one daughter, 
Frances Scott, The Dunlaps live in Kansas City, 

George Scatt Wilson married Sue Clarke Williams, June 
2, 1923 at the Boonville Presbyterian Church in Boonville, Ma. 
They had two children, William Wilson and Sue Scott, William 
married Nathalie Grey, Mareh 31, 1951 at Charleston, §. C. 
They have five children, John Scott, Sue Ann, Mary (lizabeth, 
Ruth Ann and Jessie Evans. The Wilsons live in Adam’s Run, 
8. C. 

Sue Seott Wilson married Dr. Arnold Eversull, July 28, 
1951 in Kansas City, Mo, They have three children, Susan 
Elizabeth, Mary Margaret and Hubert Arnold, Jr. all living 
in Mission, Kans. 

Scott Wilson, who entered World War I asa private and 
was commissioned an officer, died in Washington, D, C, July 
21, 1970. He is buried in the Belton cemetery, 





John and Grace Wilson Van Brunt, Jr., celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary with daughter, Margaret, her husband 
Julian Rymar, and children, Ann, Gracen and Gibson on 
June 2, 1970, at the Van Brunt home in Kansas City. 


- 28P - 


Dye - Boren 





Moses and Caroline Boren and their daughter, Carrie Lou. 


fsaae Kye and fis wife Migabeth (Alderson) Nye and their 
familly came to Missouri in a2 covered wagon from Kentucky 
in L850. ‘There were tio roads ar bridges as we know them, 
only trails. Streams had to be ‘forded.’ Some places on the 
Missouri River fad a ferry boat but most times, the teams 
of either horses or oxen had to swim across as they pulled 
the warons, which carried all a family’s possessions. The 
first home of the Dye’s was of logs, built on the farm four 
miles south and one mile east of what is now Belton. 

uring the days of Order #11, the covernment requisi- 
tioned the best horses, mules, cattle, household goods, cured 
meat, bedding and other provisions. 


The Dye children, @lizabeth, Louisa and Caroline, along 
with the neighboring Jeter and White families and children 
walked and drove what chickens, turkeys, geese and cattle 
that were left to Westport Landing where they crossed the 
river and continued on to Liberty where they stayed for the 
duration. On their return, they found some of the outbuildings 
had been burned but the main house remained intact, A part 
of it was torn down in the 1880’s and the house standing 


today (the C, K, Frank home) was built by a son, Isaac Per- 
cival Dye who owned the Jand at that time. It was built around 
one of the rooms of the original house, The elder Isaae had 
lost his life when a team ran away overturning the wagon in 
which he and his wife were riding, 

Moses fF, Boren and his brother, Riley, were early set- 
tlers in the area, coming from the Kentucky-Tennessee region, 
These meno married the Dye sisters, Caroline and Elizabeth 


Jones 


James A, and Annie Jones came to Belton from North 
Carolina In 189] with their four sons, William L.j Gilbert 
A. (Bert); Robert (Curly); and John M. They Came by way 
of the Mississippi River and settled on a farm near Belton, 
later moving into town. 

James served as marshal of Belton at one time and was 
affectionately nicknamed ‘‘Unele Liner” for the state from 
which he had come, 

Jotin M. Jones attended Belton schools and was on the 
football team in 1906. He married Laura J. Bullock in 1908, 
She was the daughter of George F, Bullock and his wife of 
Garden city, Mo. He worked in Gilham’s Grocery Store 
and then spent three years in the Gilham store in Hinton, 
Okla, When he returned to Belton, he joined S. D. Sprinkle 


respectively. Moses and Caroline were the parents of one 
daazhter, Carrie Lou. 

Riley and Plizabeth were the parents of four children, two 
sons and twa dauzhters, One daughter, Anna Lee was married 
to Joseph Brown and they were the parents of three sons: 
Charles, Forrest and Claude, owners of the Crown Coach Co. 
bus line unti] their deaths, 

Moses Boren was enrolled in the Missouri Militia in 
December, 1866 and after the war was over, he and Caroline 
hve rode horseback to Pleasant Hill where they were married. 
They made their home, two miles south and one-half mile 
east of Pelion wheré the Oasis Tavern is now located. Their 
daughter, Carrie Lou, was married to Andy J, Sears on Aug, 
31, 1496 in the house at the northwest corner of Walnut aad 
B Streets. The house was owned at that time by Josesl 1. 
Reynolds an his wife, who was a sister of Sears. 

Andy Sears was born on a farm seven miles south and 
two miles east of Belton in 1868, He attended rural schools 
in the area, most of the time at the Burney School. He later 
went to Chillicothe where he was viven a certificate to teach 
school, In the early days there were so ealled ‘*Institutes’’ at 
Harrisonyille and Garden City which teachers could attend 
durine yacations to further their educations. Sears taught 19 
terms of school in the rural schools of the area, including 
Swampy, Pleasant Prairie, Burney, West Union, Glenwilde and 
Hazel Hill. The top salary was $45 per month. At Pleasant 
Prairie school, Sears had 75 pupils. 

Carrie Lou Boren Sears was educated at the Swampy school 
and in the Belton school when it wasa white clapboard building 
located about where Belton Home Laundry is now, She also 
attended the first brick school buildins in Belton which was 
completed in 1888. 

Andy and Carrie Sears were the parents of three children, 
Lena Aylene Estelle; Paul 0., and Hazel G. 

Sears was also a farmer and a merchant and was Justice 
of the Peace in Belton for a number of years. He died in 
January, 1946, his wife, Carried in December, 1942. 

Hazel Sears married Howard F. Groh in October, 1929, 
They are the parents of two daughters, Joyce Jean Rice 
and Ruby Lee Myers. 

Groh has been a farmer most of his life except when he 
served in the cavalry in 1921-22 and when he worked at North 
American Aviation plant and at Pratt-whitney during World 
War IL 

Joyce Jean is a teacher in the Knob Noster schoo] sys- 
tem, her husband, Don, teaches at Central Missouri State 
College, They have a son and two daughters, 

Ruby Lee and her husband, Paul E., live in Greentown, 
Ind., where Paul works at the Chrysler Corp. offices at 
Kokomo, Ind, They have four sons. 





Mr. and Mrs. James A. Jones 
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Robert E, and Bertha King Jones 


The four Jones brothers. Top right, Robert Eugene and John 
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M. On bottom row, Gilbert A. and William L. 


and the store was known as Sprinkle and Jones, He became 
a rural mail carrier in 1918 and had Route One in Belton for 
18 years. He was a Mason and member of the Methodist 
Church, Laura Jones was a member of the Eastern Star. 
The Jones home was at the present site of the Belton Post 
Office, He died at the home on July 29, 1936, Laura died 
July 13, 1954, 

John and Laura had two children, Marguerite and Glenn 
Wilson, 

Marguerite married Ted Beeghly of Peculiar, Mo, and 
they made their home in Peculiar for 15 years before moving 
to Belton in 1948, They have beenownersof the Belton Cleaners 
since then, 

Glenn was born in 1918, attended Belfon schools and was 
attending Junior College in Kansas City before his father’s 
illness, He was married to Ruth Beem of Belton and was 
employed at the Missouri Public Service Co. in Clinton when 
World War II started. He enlisted in the Air Force and was 
killed in action, March 8, 1945, 

The second Jones brother, Gilbert, and his wife, Annie, 
had eight children: Lorena F. Hood, Florida; Theresa &. 
Cowan, Bethany, Mo.; Verna King, Independence, Mo.; Imo- 
gene E, Goddard, Freeman, Mo.; Joseph J., Gilbert J., and 
Charles E, all of Harrisonville. A daughter, Marie A., is 
deceased. Gilbert Jones died in 1953. 

William L. Jones was a horse and mule buyer. He and his 
wife, Ora, had two children; Luther, who died in 1966 and 
Jessie Jones Davis of Kansas City, Ma, 

Robert E. (Curly) Jones was born in 1882. He married 
Bertha King in June, 1905andtheyhadone son, Robert E. (Bob) 
Jr,, born Feb. 21, 1911, Bertha diedin 1915 and Jones married 
Mary Knight in 1917, They had a daughter, Mary Louise, 


Robert, Jr, married Elizabeth Feeback, July 8, 1933, They 
have one daughter, Jean Ann, who was born Feb. 2, 1940. She 
married Duane E. Hylton in 1963 and they make their home in 





Marguerite and John M, Jones 


Laura Jones 


Belton, 

Bob Jones was township trustee for seven years and in 
1939 was elected to the Belton city council. He was the 
youngest member at that time. He served four years as mayor 
of Belton from 1965 to 1969, 

Mary Louise Jones married Jack Lightfoot on Aug. 9, 1947. 
They had two children; Jack, who is presently attending North- 
east Missouri State College, Kirksville; and Laura, who isa 
high school student. Mary Louise is presently head of the 
music department at Shelbina, Mo, Her husband, Jack, died 
Dec, 17, 1971, 


Keeney 


Thomas Keeney (1824-1900), came with his brothers to 
Cass County, Missouri in 1844 and homesteaded land located 
at the Cass County line and Prospect Ave., only recently sold 
by Mrs. Fred Yeager and Elsie Paterson to Rosehill Nursery. 

Keeney married Lou Ann Gregory (1836-1855) in 1853, 
They had one daughter, Mary Alice Keeney (1854-1937), 
After Lou Ann Keeney’s death in 1855, Thomas remained on 
his farm west of Belton, and with the help of a devoted colored 
woman, Mary, he raised his daughter, 

When Order No, 11 was issued, Mary Alice was sent to 
live with the family of her mother’s brother, Will Gregory 
(for whom Gregory Blvd. in Kansas City was named). They 


lived in Old Westport and she remained with her Uncle until 
the cessation of hostility in the area, She returned to live 
with her father, nearby uncles and numerous cousins, 

Mary Alice Keeney married Edward McPherson of the 
Martin City - Santa Fe area in 1872. McPherson traveled for 
many years for McCormick Implement Company and they 
continued to live on the farm with her father until 1907 when 
McPherson purchased a coal yard at 22nd and Brooklyn Ave., 
where Municipal Stadium is now located, The family moved 
to Kansas City for a number of years, returning to Belton in 
1918, 

The McPherson’s had six children: 
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Pictured (1 tor) are Tom McPherson, Elsie McPherson Patterson, Jim 
Thomas Keeney Lewis, Louann McPherson Lewis, Mame McPherson, Walter McPherson, 
Mary Alice Keeney McPherson and Ernest McPherson. The picture was 
taken in September, 1916. 


Thomas Edward (1873-1945) was an early day druggist 
who operated a drug store in Kennett, Mo. for over 50 years. 

Lou Ann (1875-1965) was an instructor of tailoring and , & 
sewing at Keister College, Omaha, Neb., later part of the ‘ 

Tniversity of Nebraska. She was married to James Alfred - 
Lewis in 1912 and they returned to make Belton their home in 7 
1918. They had one daughter, Mary Alice (1917-  ), who with 

her husband, Fred Yeager, lives at 502 Second St. = —s 

James Ernest (1882-1956), who was instrumental, along 
with Chares Marr, husband of Lorine Mullen, in the formation 
of the original Pigely Wiggly grocery chain, 

Walter Cleveland (1884-1937), a veterinarian for the City 
af New York, caring for the police and fire department horses 
for ovey 30 years. 

Fredrick McPherson was born in 1886 and diedin infaney. 

Elsie Mae (1890- ) wife of Ronald L, Paterson, whose 
family was prominent in mining circles in Colorado and who 
later was instrumental in the development of oil, gas and res~ 








idential subdivisions in the Los Angeles area in the late 1920s Dr. Walter McPherson in his buggy making rounds of 
and 1930s. Mrs, Paterson still lives inBeltonat 502 Second St. NYC police and fire department horse barns. 
Ashbaugh 
Rollin and Clarence Ashbaugh, who both live on Mill (i's 





Street, are descendants of an early day settler in Missouri 
and Belton, Joseph L. Ashbaugh came to Kansas City from 
Kentucky by boat and hada blacksmith shop at High Blue 
before Belton was founded. He went from there to St. 
Joseph, Mo, where he shod horses for the government, 
This was probably about 1877. A quit claim deed, 
dated March, 1870, shows property transferred from A. G, 
Carpenter to Joseph L. Ashbaugh, A deed of trust, dated 
Jan. 25, 1875, shows Joseph L, Ashbaugh to A, G. Car- 
penter, and a warranty deed, dated Feb, 8, 1877, shows 
Joseph L, Ashbaugh fo Benjamin F. Jones. The anvil from 
Ashbaugh’s shop at High Blue is still in the community, 
This picture of members of the Ashbaugh family was 
taken at a family reunion in 1925. Shown (1 tor)are 
Rollin Ashbaugh, Virginia ( a step-daughter of Lewis 
Ashbaugh); the McSpadden sisters; Nadine McSpadden; 
Pearl Ashbaugh,(deceased); Ed (brother to Virginia), Sec- 
ond row is Lewis Ashbaugh; Mamie Parsons; Will Ash- 
baugh (brother of Clarence’s grandfather, Sam); Beulah 
Miller; Joe MeSpadden holding his daughter; and Joe’s 
wife. Third row, Jim Parsons; Rhody McSpadden; George 
Ashbaugh (father of Rollin and Clarence); Mrs, Lewis 
Ashbaugh; Rob McSpadden; Mrs, George Ashbaugh (Grace); ee 
and Clarence Ashbaugh, The picture was taken in front of The Ashbaugh Family reunion, 1925 
the home at Second and Pine, which has since been torn 
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John Mullen and his twin sister, Mary Mullen Brown, in 1937, At right, Mullen family descendants at 


a family reunion several years ago, 


John £. Mullen, father of Allen, Russell and Nelson 
(all deceased), was a native pioneer of Belton. He was born 
Aug, 31, 1855 on a farm one and one-half miles south of Bel- 
ton. At the age of 20, he came to Belton and found employment 
with Robinson and Waller Hardware Company as a clerk. 

Several years later he became the owner of a hardware 
store. He entered the real estate business in 1898, which he 
continued until his retirement in 1939. four years before his 
death in 1943, 

Mullen saw the surrounding country, including the site 
of Belton grow from a blue stem prairie to the present day 


Downing 
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The Downing Home south of Beton 


William Downing migrated to Missour! in 1867 from Ohio, 
settling first in Jackson County, then moving to Cass County, 
southwest of Belton in 1868, He raisedandsold stock and raised 
corn, when the nearest market place was a general store at 
High Blue, 

He had married Abigail Campbell, also a native of Ohio, in 
1861, 

During the Civil War, Abigail’s brother was in the Union 
Army stationed at Kansas City. When he was mustered out 
of the Army, he returned to Willoughby, Ohio and spoke 
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development, It is quite possible that Mullen sold more real 
estate in Cass County than any other salesman, 

As far as is known, he was, at the time of his death, the 
oldest living native of Cass County. He was president of Citi- 
zens Bank of Belton for 20 years, His son, Nelson was posl~ 
master of Belton for 30 years, Allen wasa farmer, and Russell 
followed his father in the real estate business. 

Grandchildren still living are; James F. Mullen, Grandview; 
Paul Mullen, Tulsa, Okla,; Gilbert Mullen, Grandview, and 
Madalyn Gebert, Colorado, Springs, Colo, A great-grandson, 
Fred Buchanan, is with the Citizens Bank of Belton, 


Harrison 


plowingly of the area in and around Kansas City, 

Abigail’s uncle, Alonzo A. Goodman, was the first to 
migrate westward. He purchased some land east of the road 
that went to Westport (now about Main St. and south of Fifth 
St. in Kansas City.) He built a large brick home at what is now 
Independence and Woodland Avenues in 1865, 

William was then a young man with a wife and two young 
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Glenn E. Harrison (on right) with a grandson. Pictured 
on right is William Downing, 


children, His father, 4 large land owner in Ohio, had hired a 
substitute to take his place in the Army, paying $13.50 per 
month which was permissable by law. Downing'’s father had 
come by the land through his wife’s father whose name was 
Simmons, He had been a corporal in the Revolutionary War. 
The soldiers received little or no pay, but when they opened 
up the northwest territory, land wasgivenaccordingto a man’s 
Army rank, which in Simimons case was 2,000 acres, 


To raise the money to come west, Downing’s father let him 
keep what money he made threshing for the neighbors Jor one 
season. It added up to $1200. This, plus a team of horses and 
other items necessary for farming, he brought to Kansas City. 
He traveled by boat, his wife, Abigail, came by train and met 
him when he landed in Kansas City, 

Goodman wanted Downing to join him in the store he 
owned, but William and Abigail decided on farming, They 
settled first near Greenwood, Mo,, buying a farm in part~ 
nership with Abigail’s brother, Ren. Both families shared 
a house and Mary Campbell (Abigail's sister) taught school 
there for awhile. 

In the spring of 1868, the Downing’s bought the land that 
their grandson, Glenn Harrison, stil) lives on. It has remained 
in the family for 105 years. 

The Downings had five children, Clifford, Sarah Eleanor, 
Lida, Cora and William, wha died in infancy. After the death 
af William, the Downings returned to Ohio for a few years, 
but returned to their farm south of Belton in 1880, 

Sarah Downing married Sgbert Sidney Harrison, son of 
Jotn T, and Sarah Robbins Harrison. Born in 1869, he was 
raised on a farm southwest of Belton and attended the String- 
town school near Stilwell, Kans., and a college in Paola, Kans, 
for one year, 

Eebert and Sarah were married Oct, 12, 1887. The Har- 
risons had two sons, Glenn Egbert, born Sept. 9, 1888 and 
William Downing, born in 1892, both still residents of the 
Belton area, The family lived in Kansas City for a short 
time around 1890, where Harrison had a butcher shop at 
18th and Prospect. When they returned to Belton, they lived 
on a farm now owned by W. D. Harrison, three miles south 
and thres miles west of Belton, Later they moved toa farm 
one-half mile north of Jaudon on Holmes Road, now owned 
by Glenn Harrison, 

William Downing Harrison married Mayme George, daugh- 
ler of Rose Willis and John E. George, in 1915. Harrison 
opened 2 plumbing and heating bosiness in Belton, They were 





Mr, and Mrs. William D. Harrison 


the parents of two children, Saran Rose and John Sirney, both 
graduates of Belton schools. Sarah Rose married Walter H, 
Mohr and lives in Kansas City. John Sidney married Mary 
Jane Schonholtz of Hutchinson, Kans. Their home is in San 
Diego, Calif, They aré the parents of three children, John is 
now senior flight test engineer for General Dynamics and was 
the man who pushed the button that launched the first Atlas 
ICBM at Cape Canaveral. 

W. D. Harrison served on the Belton school board for 
several years and was a city council member for nine years. 
He sold his plumbing and heating business to Jim Kennemer 
in 1946, He received a 50-year pin from the Masonic Lodge 
several years ago, The Harrisons have made their home at 
712 Second St., for 53 years. 

Glenn E, Harrison married Myrtle Lee Mosby. They had 
three sons: Robert William and Chester Irwin, now both 
deceased, Chester married Mary Louise Gore of Raymore and 
they had one son, Paul Lee, 

The third son, Glenn Eugene, now of Kansas City, married 
Rdith Mae Wright of Lowry City, Mo, They had two sons: Ronald, 
who has one son; and Robert. The Harrisons have been connected 
with the Kansas City Power and Light Co, for a number of years. 


Daulton 


Harrison Daulton was born in Grandview, Mo., Oct, 12, 
1484, His wife, Cordie, was born in Carlisle, Ky., on Sept. 
22, 1890 and came with her parents to Butler, Mo, in a covered 
wafon, when she was six years old, 

The Daulton’s were married in Belton on Aug. 12, 1911. 
Daulton was a carpenter and the family lived all their lives 
in Belton. They had six children; Harve, born in June, 1912, 
died in infancy; Frances (Sharp) born April 16, 1913; Mariene 
(ilopper) born Nov. 23, 1915; Robert F., who lives in Excelsior 
Springs, born April 9, 1918; Davey Lee of Overland Park, 
born Nov. 14, 1929 and Dean, also of Excelsior Springs, born 
April 20, 1939. 

All the children attended Belton Schools, Frances graduated 
in 1932; Robert in1936, Davey Lee in 1947 and Dean in 1956, 

Harrison Daulton died Jan. 22, 1966. Mrs. Daulton makes 
her home with her daughter, Frances Sharp at 621 Main St. 
Frances and her husband, Charles W., have lived there for 35 
years, Mariene Hopper is also a resident of Belton, 
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Mr. and Mrs. Harrison Daulton 
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Della and Charles Keeney 


Over 145 years ago Michael and Nancy (Wiley) Keeney 
migrated to Missouri from Tennessee in 1829. They settled 
on a farm that was in both Jackson and Cass Counties and on 
the part of the farm that was in Jackson County, See. 32, 
Twp. 47, Range 33 W, was a burial ground for the members 
of the Keeney family, 

Michael and Nancy had five sons and two daughters, The 
oldest son, Jacob, born in Tennessee in 1818, married Juha 
Ann Fox in 1839. To them were born ten children, 


They were farmers with considerable stock and grain. 
During the Civil War, the government took the following list 
of animals, grain and meat, with the total amount of the ac- 
quisition to be paid at the end of the war. The claim was 
never paid. 13 horses @ $125 each, $1,950; 17 mules @ $200 


each, $3,400; 7 cows @ $40 each, $280; 4 work steers @ $100 
each, $400; 4 heifers @ $25 each, $100; 3,000 bushel corn @ 
$1 per bushel, $3,000; 30 hogs, 300 pounds each, $900; 11 
sheep @ $6 each, $66; 1,500 pounds bacon @ 20¢ pound, $300 
for a total of $10,396, 

John Thomas Keeney, the oldest son of Jacob and Julia 
Ann, married Elizabeth J. Smith in 1869, She was the sister of 


Hargis 


William Henry Hargis, for whom the Hargis residential 
area in Belton is named was the son and grandson of early 
day Missouri pioneers in Howard, Cass and Jackson counties, 

His grandfather, Josiah N. Hargis was born in Howard 
County, Mo. in 1820. Of French origin, he was the son of one of 
four brothers who migrated to Missouri from Kentucky in the 
earliest days of settlements across the Mississippi, Twoother 
brothers were lost to Indians en route. Josiah, a school teacher, 
joined the California gold rush in 1849 and returned to Bunker 
Hill in Howard County with $500, enough to enter the mercan- 
tile business. When the Kansas Territory was opened for 
settlement, he took up government land in Douglas County, 
Kansas near the present site of Lawrence. He moved to Lee’s 
Summit, Mo. in 1857 and built the first house there in 1858. 
With William Colbern, he founded the first bank in Lee's 
Summit and in 1874, founded the first bank in Belton, the 
J, N. Hargis & Son Bank, He also bought a 400 acre farm near 
Belton. 

Josiah Hargis married Mary Finley a native of Alabama, 
on Feb, 2, 1845. Ten children were born to them: Malinda J. 






Clarence and Edgar Keeney - 1909 






¢ i 
da 


Clarence and Esther Keeney and 
dangliter, Mary - 1919 


his partner in the grocery business, J, M, Smith, The Keeneys 
had three daughters and in 1881 Elizabeth died. In 1885, John 
married Mrs. Emma Jane Mecay, a widow with two daughters. 
They had five children, two of whom are stil] living, Mrs. Della 
J. (Keeney) Bradley, born in 1894 and Claude C, Keeney, born 
in 1897, Mrs, Bradley is living in Bellon and Clande lives in 
Teepwater, Henry County, Mo. Clarence Keeney, born in 
1892, married Ksther Harrison and they had lwo children, 
Mary Kathryn Chamberlain and Thamas H, Keeney, 

Thomas Keeney and his wife, Betty Sue (Crow) Keeney 
had one child, Thomas William, Bill and his wife, Nancy 
Karen Kohler have two children, Carolyn Kay and Thomas 
W., Jr. 

Through the years the Keeney family have been farmers, 
merchants, gunsmiths and clock repairers, carpenters and at 
the present time, Tom and son Bill are with the postal service 
at Belton. 

For many years, Mary Kathryn with her husband, Mack, 
operated Mack’s Service Station, During the 40’sand50’s it was 
located at Walnut and 58 Highway, in 1961 they moved to a new 
station on North Scott St., which they operated until Mack's 
death in 1971. 


Myrtle Mae and William H. Hargis about 1901 
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Smith, T.auiss Thampsou, Benjamin Finley, Audrew J., Jobo 
C, GB, Viola Me Conelly, Josdali NL, William J., Mary C. 
Wendrick aod Lillian Civens. 

Tusiah died Feb. 11, 188], lis wife, Mary, July 11, 1914. 

Renjamin Finley Hargis was born May 29, 1852 in Howard 
Counrv. Affer ecompletini his education in Lee’s Summit and 
Independencs, Mo., he became a junior inamber of his father’s 
banking concern. He opened a grain office in Belton in 1884 
and became cashier of the Bank of Belton i 1896. He moved 
to Kausas City and was active inbusinessthere for many vears. 
Tle was president of the Westport Avenue Bank for more than 
10 years dnd was also a director of several other Kansas City 
banks. Tle wes president of the Kansas City Board of Trade in 
1901, and a foundez of Citizens Bank of Belton in 1908, Ben- 
jamin married Patricia Lillard of Danville, Kentucky un April 
27, 1KBO, She was the daughter of Thomas M. and Mary Patricia 
(fright) Lillard, Refare her death on Mareh 27, L890, three 
children were born to the Harsis’; Benjamin, Maryand William 
llenry. leven years alter the death of his first wife, Benjamin 
Piney married her sister, Henrietta Lillard. No children were 
born fo this inarriase, Benjamin Finley Hargis died July 24, 
1934, his wife, Henrietta in 1935, 

William Henry Nargis was born in Belton on Nov, 12, 1885. 
He joined his father’s orantzation soon after the turo of the 
century and was active in the grain market for many years. 
He settled in Belton in 1913 andopsratedhis farm ecoutinuously 
until 1945, He became one of the leading producers in Missouri 
of Polled Hereford cattle and the stock farm in Belton was 
one of the show places of the area around Kansas City. He 
retired from active ranching in 1945, but was active in many 
civie projects. He served for years on the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council; was vice-president of the Cass County Met- 
ropolitan Planning Council and served on many committees 
and boards that dealt with civic and political matters. The 
development of Hargis Gardens was a pet project of his and 
the development was on the Hargis farm land. 


William Harsis married Myrtle Mae Jackson on Jan, 3, 
1912. She was the daughter of William andSerelda Floyd (Boyd) 
Jackson. She was born at Fargo Springs, Kans. William and 
Myrtle had no children. William (Bill) Hargis died following 
a heart attack on Aug. 6, 1962. His wife, Myrtle, died in 
December, 1971, The Hargis? donated the land for the Belton 
Christian Chureb and William Hargis was responsible for sav- 
ing the smal] park by city hall. ; 

Lillian Hargis Givens, daughter of Josiah N, Hargis was 
married to Georme Givens in 1900. He was a native of Dan- 
Ville, Kentucky and was an extensive coal operator, He opened 
up and developed a great deal of coal land during his business 
career, He died in 1904. Lillian Givens livedin Delton and was 
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At left, the original Hargis home. Above, 


io the home as it appears today. 


active in many fields. She wasanactive member of the W.C,T,U, 
and ai attive advocate of equal suffrage for women. 

Benjamin Lillard Hargis, older brother of William Henry, 
iarried James Stoddard and they were the parents of Benjamin 
Stoddard Hargis (1906- ) who married Helen Ree (1906- Jj 
on Nov. 30, 1937. They live in Kansas City, as does their 
daughter, Helen Rosalyn Hargis (194d- ), Helen married 
William Calhoun Motter, Jr. in 1967, 

Nancy Jane Hargis (1912 - ) married Stoddard Hammond 
Martin (1905- ) in 1946, Their two children are Jane Hargis 
Martin (1947 - )and Stoddard, Martin, Jr. (1948- ), They 





Mary Finley Hargis 


are all residents of California, 

John C, 8. Hargis, anather son of Josiah N, Haris, was 
born Jan, 9, 1857. He died in February, 1922 and is buried in 
the Belton Cemetery, He married Louella Gill, daughter of Mar- 
cus Gill, an early settler of Missouri. They had two children, 
Susan Bruton Hargis (1881-1965) who married Max A. Chris- 
topher in 1900. They had one daughter, Maxine, who married 
Byron T. Shutz in 1923. They live in Kansas City, as do their 
three children: Byron Christopher Shutz, Laura Ann Shutz 
Slough and Susanne Christopher Shutz Curry, Susan Hargis 
Christopher was a noted genealogist and compiled six books of 
family genealogy. She was national president of the Huguenot 
Society of the Founders of Manakin Towne, Va., an active 
member in the National Society, Daughters of American Colo- 
nists and honorary regent of the Kansas City Chapter, Danghters 
of the American Revolution, 

John C, B, and Louella Hargis also hada son, John C, B,, 
Jr, His family, John C, B, Hargis, Itt; William Richardson 
Harvis; Max Bruton Hargis and Louella Sue Hargis (Mrs. 
Robert Richard Rettke) have lived in California far many years, 
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Briant 


Alexander Chapman Briant was born in Cooper County, 
Mo., Dec. 16, 1827. His father, William, was born in Virginia, 
Feb. 7, 1793. William was married twice. First toa Miss 
Barnett and before her death in 1824, they had three children, 
Elizabeth, Judith and a son, Davis, 

He then married Elizabeth Sloan, sister of Rev. Robert 
Sloan, a well known divine of the Presbyterian Church, Eliza- 
beth and William were the parents of three sons and seven 
daughters, 

When Alexander was 11 years old the family moved to 
Lafayette County, Mo., and in 1846, moved to Jackson Coun- 
ty. 

Alexander married Susan G. Moore in 1852. She was the 
daughter of Travis G. Moore, a native Kentuckian, who had 
settled early in Jackson County. In the early 60’s, the Briants 


moved to Cass County. 

From 1859 to 1867, Briant was engaged in transporting 
goods across the plains to Mexico, often contracting with the 
U. S. Government, 

He was elected sheriff and collector of Cass County in 
1870, It was during his term of office that the railroad bond 
scandal occurred. (See article in this book *‘Let’s Build a 
Railroad,” 


Briant was elected to the State Legislature from Cass 
County in 1874 on the Democratic ticket, andhe was a member 
of the state executive and congressional committees, 

Alexander and Elizabeth Briant were members of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church for many years. They left no 
direct descendants. 


Meador 





ea 


Mr, and Mrs. W. I. Meador 


William I. Meador and Sadie Ellen Barr of Belton were 
married on March 3, 1886 and soon after their marriage 
settled on a farm north of town, where they lived until their 
deaths, he in 1935 and she in 1937, Their farm home was where 
Crest Thriftway store is now, 

They were the parents of nine children; Ida, who died in 
infancy; William Roy, Berry Barr and Clarence Dennis, all 
deceased; Chester Ray, Mazie Leona (McKee), Harry Dallas, 
all of Belton; Herbert Isaac of Grove, Okla,; and Sarah Mar- 
guerite of Tulsa, Okla, 

Roy and his wife, Minnie had two children: Sarah Margaret 
Rothfuss, Albany, Ore., and Marjorie Lee Shultz, deceased; 

Berry and his wife, Edith (Bumgardner) had one son, Bob. 
Bob and his wife, Nadine, had two children, Bob Jr., and 
Theresa. Bob, Jr., and his wife, Sue, have two children, Robin 
and Douglas, They live in Belton, 

Chester and his wife, Marie, had three children, Their 


children are; Chester Lee of Overland Park, Kans.; Mrs, Dean 
Barker of Crystal Lake, 111,; and Jim Meador of Aurora, Colo, 

Harry Meador and his wife, Marjorie, have three children: 
Mrs, Robert Miller of Ft. Worth, Tex.; Mrs. Terry Tracy of 
Wichita, Kans., and Harry D. Jr., with Army Intelligence in 
Thailand. 

Clarence and his wife, Minnie, had two children; George 
D., Oklahoma City, Okla, and Bill of Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Mr. and Mrs. Roy Meador on the occasion of their 
50th Wedding Anniversary 


McKinley 


John Henry McKinley, son of John and Kezia McKinley, 
married Sarah Elizabeth Nichols, daughter of Elizabeth and 
Daniel Nichols, on June 11, 1870 in KansasCity, The McKinley 
family was from Olinois, the Nichols were from Iowa. 

Kansas City was not a large place at that time. The Mc- 
Kinleys took an afternoon stroll the day before they were mar- 
ried, walked on every street in town and returned home before 
the evening meal, 

They purchased a farmi in the Stilwell, Kansas area five 


miles west of Belton in 1872 where they raised eight of their 
eleven children to adulthaod. They were the parents of William 
W., Charles Henry, Rosa E. Fitzjerald, M. Elizabeth Hallisey, 
D. Newton, Thomas N., Earl ©., and Fanny G. Kinnison. 

Thomas N. and his wife live at 120 E, South Avenue in 
Belton and Mrs. Fanny Kinnison lives in Stilwell, Kans. 

Charles Henry McKinley was married to Velma I. Kinni- 
son in 1899 at Old Sante Fe, Velma was the daughter of Eliza 
J. (Wright) and Wesley Kinnison, One of the family’s favorite 
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Charles and Velma McKinley 


stories is the one about Charlie onhis wedding day. When leav- 
ing for his wedding, he stepped into the buggy reached for the 
reins but alas! no reins. In the excitement he had neglected to 
bring the horse from the barn. 

Charles and Velma bought a farm inthe Stilwell area when 
they were married and later owned and operated the hotel and 
livery stable at Stilwell before moving tothe Belton community, 

They are the parents of three children; Sarah Ellen, John 
Wesley and Elmer Newton, 

Sarah Ellen was married to Oral Fisele in 1921, They owned 
the Belton Hotel of Main Street during World War II, Ellen 
passed away in 1953. 

John Wesley married Flossie E. Ashin1924in Belton, She 
was the daughter of Mary R. (Hankins) and George W, Ash. 
Wesley and Flossie operated a dairy farm at Jaudon for 20 
years prior to 1968, at which time they converted to raising 
Black Angus cattle. The McKinleys have three daughters all 
living in the Belton area: Margie M. Dimick, Dorothy E. Lane 
and Mary I. Laffoon, 


Margie and D. Kent Dimick, from E] Dorado Springs, have 
four children; Dana K,, Damon K., Diana K., arid D. Kevin. 


Dorothy is married to George Barker Lane, from Raymore, 
and they have one daughter, Sandra Edith, 

Mary is the wife of Bill D, Laffoon, from Cleveland, and 
they have one daughter, Brenda Lee, 

Elmer N. McKinley married Enid L, Olson, daughter of 
Irene B. ([mel) and Harry M. J, Olson, They were married in 
1941 at the Olson farm home which is now a part of the 
Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base, Elmerisa senior tool design 
engineer for Bendix Corp, Elmer and Enid have five children: 
Anita L. Kuhn, Sylvia A. Amborn, Leanne K. Dial, Richard w, 
and Jeanette Lynn, 

Anita is the wife of Jack W, Kuhn from Pennsylvania and 
they have a daughter, Lila Louise, 4 years old. The Kuhns live 
in Harrisonville. 

Sylvia is married to Albert C, Amborn, from Kansas 
City, and they live in Mission, Kans. 

Leanne is the wife of Larry Dial of Belton, 

Three generations of the McKinley family have attended 
Belton schools, 

Charles was killed inabus.accident in March, 1945, During 
World War IT the bus carried local residents to employment at 
the Pratt & Whitney Defense Plant at 95th & Bannister Road. 

Velma still lives in Belton and only in recent years has 
she retired from driving her red electric car, which was a 
familiar sight on Main Street. 





Velma McKinley beside her red electric car which was 
a familiar sight in Belton. 


Higgins 


Joe Higgins came from Collins, St, Claire County, Mo. to 
Belton in 1919, with his bride Annie Elkins, His parents came 
to Belton the following year and remained until their deaths, 

Higgins worked first on the Pickering Farm (now the 
Owen Good Ranch) and the Merryvale Farm. li 1922, he went 
to work for R. C. Wilson and was with him for 30 years until 
Wilson's death in 1942. The Wilson farm was located where the 
Grace Company is now. After Wilson's death, Higgins rented 
the farm and farmed for himself until he retired in 1947, He 
moved into Belton and built the home on Spring St., where he 
still lives. 

The Higgins’ had four children, Faye, Gene, Theodore and 
Virginia. Im later years Annie worked for The Little Shirt Ca. 
and the Grace Company until poor health forcedher retirement 
in 1961, She died in February, 1964, 

Fay Higgins married Joe Leader andthey have three child- 
ren, Daughter Judy still lives at home; son Jeff and daughter 
Jackie Benzaquen, her husband and daughter Enit live ona 
Kibbutz in Israel, Fay graduated from Belton High School and 





At left, Joe and Annie Higgins with Fay, Ted and Gene 


in the mid-twenties. At right, (1 to r), Fay, Gene, Annie, 
Joe, Virginia and Ted in the late forties. 


was employed for many years at The Grace Company, 
Gene Higgins lives in Belton with his wife, Evelyn Peek 


Higgins and daughters, Janet and Lari, Son Terryand his wife, 
Jeannie and daughter, Cathy, moved ta Belton this year. Their 
other daughter, Sheila, also lives in Belton with her husband, 
Den Strong, and daughter, Shelley. Gene served with the Army 
fn World War II, works at the Bandix Company and builds 
houses in his spare time. 

Dr. Theodore Higgins, DVM, has an animal hospital in 
Grandview. He graduated from Belton High Schoo! and spent 
some time in Oregott where he enlisted in the Marines, After 
he returned to Belton he had a dairy herd for a time and then 
decided to finish college. He startedthe HiBer Nursing home in 


Middleton - 


Samuel George Middleton and his wife moved to an area 
about three miles west of Belton in 1885, from Miami County, 
Kans. with their three sons and a daughter that died in her 
youth. Samuel worked as a carpenter on the railroad and died 
in 1940. 

One son Ransom Frederick (Fred), born 3-16-82, married 
Annie Elizabeth Garrett in Scotland County, Mo., 7-28-01, 
where they lived until 1902 wheuthey movedto Belton on Spring 
Street. He worked on the railroad. In the summer of 1905 Fred 
aid Annie lef Belton with their small son, Lester David, ina 
covered wagon te homestead 160 acres of Wheatland in Texas 
County, Okla. Living in a dug-out, a daughter, Ethel May, and 
a son, Joseph Gordon were born, They returnedto Belton in the 
summer of 1913, and built ¢ one room house which is still a 
part ofthe house at 115 Carnegie, The following year they moved 
to Miami, Okla, while Fred worked on a railroad project, 
returning to their home in Belton in late 1915, 

Middleton worked on the railroad here and, was a straw- 
bess oo the construction of 71 and 69 Highways, coming home 





Ethel Mae, Gordon and Lester 
Middleton taken about 1915. 
The picture was taken by Dale 
Carnegie. 

only on weekends from the Louisburg, Kans. area, He would 


spend most of the weekend working on his Model T to make the 
return trip. Here, 2 daughter, Mary Catherine and two sons, 





Grandview im 1904. He lives in Grandview with his wife, }iary 
Twente Higgins and son Mark, 

Virginia Higgins graduated from Melton Mighsechoul, worked 
for a few years at The Grace Company and then married Leo 
Mosby, also a native of Beltom The Mosby’s have a daughter, 
Cindy, who with her husband, Ray Tootle aiddaughter, Michele, 
lives in Dublin, Ge. Their son, Jimmy Joeis undergoing USMC 
basic training. The Mosby’s have been active in 4-H, Girl 
Scouts and for the past 17 years have been actively connected 
with youth baseball in Belton. Leo is presently a eity courictl- 
man. 


Lininger 





Fred Lininger, Sr., in 1933 and a picture of the Lininger 


home at 115 Carnegie taken in 1926. 


Charles Edward and Cleo Neal were born. 

Lester David worked around the Reltonarea with his lather 
and later operated Middleton Sheet Metal Shophere. He married 
Clara Louise Linder, from Belton, and they lived where the 
house at 107 Carnegie is now. The original house burned duwn 
in. 1927, killing their two-year-old daughter. A son, Adam was 
born in Belton, March 5, 1928. Lester and his family moved 
from Belton in 1940, returning in 1956. Lester ched in 1958. Mis 
wife and son still reside here. 

Ethel May graduated from Belton High School in 1926, She 
went to Kansas City to work and in 1928 married Fred If, 
Lininger (who in 1907 moved to Belton with his mother ated 
brother, and lived on Third Street), They returned to Belton 
with their children, Shirley and Fred J., in 1944. Shirley was 
a 1954 graduate of Belton, Pred Graduated in 1957. They lived 
in Belton (except for two years) until their deaths, Fred in 
1964 and Ethel in 1967. Fred Jr., his wife, Charlotte, and sons, 
Donald, Ronald and Steven, presently live in Belton, 

Gordon Middleton left Belton to work in Kansas Cily, 

Mary Catherine graduated fram Belton High School in 1934 
and went to Kansas City. 

Charles Edward graduated from Belton in 1937. Me 
married Hazel May Endicott, from Belton, and went to Kansas 
City to work, 

Cleo Neal was a 1941 Belton graduate, He married Lela 
Ruth Lewis from Belton. Three children were born in Belton: 
Cleo Jr., Susan and Ruth Ann. Another son Richard (born in 
Calif.) left Belton in 1953 and returned in 1964, All of the family 
presently live in Belton. 


Reid 


John W. and Martha Reid came to Belton in 1907 from 
Coleman, Mo., just north of Harrisonville, where they had 
settled in 1886, 

John was born in TWlinois in 1860, and came to Missouri 
as a young man in his twenties, looking for farmland. The 


first piece of property he looked at was in Kansas City where 
the Nelson Art Gallery is today. But he liked what he saw 
farther south and settled in Coleman. 

Martha Reeder Reid had come to Coleman from South 
Missouri where she was born in 1862. Her parents had come 
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north during the Civil War and while the family was in Kansas 
city, was offered 40 acres oflandtu the south in trade for their 
teams of horses and oxen. Martha’s father declined the offer, 
aud the family returned to their home in South Missouri after 
the war, only to find not a brace of their home, The family 
then settled it Coleman aeross the road from the Reids. 

Their home in fselton was in the northeast section of 
town, They had six children, k. Kay (deceased) was born in 
18a6; A, [ves was horn in 1887; 0, Elton (deceased) was 
born in 1888; Nauey (whe marrie? Leslie Ramey of Belton) 
was born in 18938; fern was born ui 1898: Jotin, Jr., in 1902 
and Albert in 1905, 

AIL the children attended the Pelton seliools and Joho 
and Albert were members of the championship basketball 
team of 1920 -21 at Belton Hirh Sehool. 

Join, Fern, Naney and Albert all received Bachelor’s 
devrees at Coutral Missourt Slate College al Warrensburg, 
afd their Master’s Ges'rees af the University of Missouri, The 
first three are all retired fromm lone teaching careers in the 
Kansas City Public Sekeels. Albert was superintendent of 
sclionls at Warsaw, Mo., but later gave up the teaching pro- 
fession, 

Naney is now d resident of Ft, Smith, Ark., John lives 
in Independence, \o., Fern in Kansas City and Albert in 
Yorktown, Tex, 

A. Ives Reid, now of Gratidview, was one of three Belton- 
lies ever to serve in the State Legislature at Jefferson City. 
He was treasurer and ex officio collector of Cass County for 
two terms, 1933-1941; mayor of Belton, 1941-1942; and state 
representative from 1943 to 1946, He was elected a senator 
in 1948 and served in the sixty-sixth General Assembly as 
chairman of the committee on Agriculture and a member of 
the following committees: Ways and Means, State Departments, 
Boards, Commissions and Agencies and Public Buildings; 
Fees, Salaries and Local Government; Education, University, 
School of Mines, State Colleges and Libraries, Corrections, 
Penal Institutions, and Training Schools; and Conservation, 
Parks and Forestry, He served two terms, 

His first wife, Kathryn B. Barr, died in 1940 and in 1945 
he married Wilma E. Brown of Kingsville, Mo. He has a son, 
Allen Ives, Jr., of Clovis, N. M., who a few years ago, bought 
back the original Reid home in Coleman, 





A. Ives Reid, one of three Beltonites to serve in the 
State Legislature in Jefferson City. The other two were 
William Perry Houston and Alexander Chapman Briant. 


John W. Reid died in 1938, his wife Martha in 1946. 


They are buried in the Wills Cemetery in Peculiar, Mo. 


Roberts 


James F. Roberts was a farmer, who in 1883 owned 180 
acres of improved land, surrounded and subdivided by a hedge 
fence, which he had bought in 1869. Roberts was a native of 
Madison County, Ky., and was born March 12, 1839. He was 
the son of S. and M. (Park) Roberts. His father, a native of 
North Carolina, was born in 1793 and died in 1863, His mother 
was born in Madison County, Ky. in 1809 and died in 1851, 

James F. was raised in Madison County and when he was 
17 years old, he began working at odd jobs and by the month, He 
went to Brown County, Ml,, in 1855. He came to Cass County, 
Mo., four years later. He farmed for two years and during 


the Civil War spent his time in New Mexico and Colorado, 


He married Mattie Oldham on March 26, 1874, She was 
a native of Cass County, born June 7, 1857. Her parents were 
William W. and Mary (Moore) Oldham, The Roberts, members 
of the Christian Church, had nine children: Alexis, Emily, 
George P,, Nellie, Benjamin, Edith, Samuel, James and Opal, 


Three of the children still survive. James Roberts lives 
in Yorba Linda, Calif., Nellie (Mrs. Nellie Mizener) lives in 
El Paso, Texas and Edith (Mrs, Edgar £. Carson is alsoa 
resident of El Paso. 
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Kinnison 








The Kinnison family at a reunion in the thirties. Shown in front are Wesley 
and Eliza Kinnison. Back row (1 to r) are Iva, George, Grace (mother of 
Clarence and Rollin Ashbaugh), Lloyd, Alvy, Velma (who married Charles 
McKinley), Henry (still of Belton) and Fanny, 


Harrison 


MAMIE > rarer, 
Messrs ae Titi prem 


Standing in front of their children are Mathew T.. and Mary Susan Harrison. Behind their parents are Mrs. 
Clarence Keeney, Mrs. Henry Bricker, I. O. and Marion Harrison. The picture was taken in June, 1919 
in front of the present Sams home on Mill Street. 
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The cooperation, goodwill and civic-mindedness of the busi- 
nesses and professional men whose messages appear on the 


following pages added to the donors previously listed are re- 
sponsible for the publication of this book, Your support of 
them is encouraged, 








Belton Is Our Town 


Ada Maxine’s Beauty Salon 


522 N. Scott 331—3048 


Mr. Marty’s Coiffure 


525 N. Scott 331—2828 


Sue Ann’s Hair Styles 


307 Main 331—3121 


co Lea’s Beauty Salon 


a Springdale Lake Estates 331—0185 
Qo) SRS 
S mapany 
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Beauty ls Our Business a 


Sharon Rae’s Beauty Shop 


342 N. Scott 331—0010 


Mr. Roy’s Beauty Salon 


120 E. North Ave. 331—3329 


Calla’s Beauty Salon 


408 Ella 331—1360 
Peg’s Style Setters aa 
551 N. Scott 331—2747 ‘3 
iy 


We salute the Belton community on ite centennial 


(and wed like to make a timely obewation . . . ) 


N ASA isn't exactly “a newcomer” either 


As Belton celebrates its 100th year, the folks at the sign of the silver dollar are marking 
their own 46th year of service to the metropolitan area. We're proud of Belton’s steady 


progress and we're privileged to have played a part in its booming growth in recent years. 


Serving three generations of area residents with all types of insured savings plans, and loans 
to buy and build new homes and improve existing homes is a contribution to community 
progress which expresses our appreciation of your patronage. ““Thank you” for making us 


an integral part of the booming Belton area! 


a. ee 


@ MODERN INSURED 
SAVINGS PLANS TO SUIT / oath ° 
YOUR SPECIAL GOALS: men ‘ 
e Regular Passhook Savings 


7 
Sunes — #4 
© 90 -Day Accounts z AMERICAN. 
» 4 Types of Savings Certificates 200 4: 
im 4° 


e Christmas Club Accounts 
e Trust Accounts 


B "3 M" SAVINGS—YOUR 
MONEY MAILED MONTHLY 
@ Fxcellent Earnings and Your 
Savings Principal Remains Intact 


Mf SAVE IN PERSON OR 519 Main — At Silver Dollar Lane 


BY MAIL ; ; 
iy Opposite Post Office 


LOANS Phone (816) 331-6400 
TRAVELERS’ CHECKS 


@ HOME LOANS TO 
BUY OF BUILD 


W CUSTOMER CHECK 
CASHING 

M@ MONEY ORDERS 

M@ NOTARY SERVICE 


NORTH AMERICAN SAVINGS 


ASSOCIAT 


Established 1927 Robert F. Hoefer, Pres. 


Home Office: 1220 E. 63rd 3rd and Jefferson 125th & So.71 Hwy. 515 Main 501 Francis St. 
1009 Grand © Opposite The Landing Lee's Summit, Mo. — Grandview, Mo. Belton, Mo. St. Joseph, Mo. 
Phone: 842-2305 Phone; 363-3682 Phone: 524-0500 Phone: 763-3100 Phone: 331-6400 Phone (816) 233-8091 








FLEETWOOD 


SINCE 1936 


Congratulations, Belton, on Your 100th Year 
“We Are Proud To Be a Part of Your Growth.” 


VIRGIL J. OHMES Construction Co. 


Distinctive Homes 


— = ew a Seer ER ess cies 
Our Entry in the Spring Parade of Homes 
During Belton’s 100th Year 





106 No. Hillcrest Belton, Missouri (816)331—6710 


Congratulations, Belton, on Your 100th Birthday 


Paul Hamilton Realty Company 


4333 Madison 


Kansas City, Missouri 





A Newspaper For 


Yesterday... 


Today «+ 


And 
Tomorrow. 


“Serving Belton Since 1892” 


Aene, ys 





Compliments of: 


Belton Dry Goods 


SINCE 1950 
Murray and Esther Rosenthal 


322 Main 331-4314 


Bob Wildermuth 
Owner — Operator 


Cass County Typewriter 


Sales - Service - Rentals 


Harrisonville, Missouri 884-5310 


Residential e Farms e Commercial 


Don 


RYDEN 
Realty 


G05 CHERRY STREET @ BELTON, MISSOURI @ 331-3030 
Bank of Belton Building 


‘A NAME ASSOCIATED WITH BELTON SINCE 1910”’ 





We’re glad to be part of Belton during its Centennial 


Manley Furniture 


Milton Manley 


410 Main 331-1515 


Home Lumber Co. 


Frank Votova—Owner 


SERVING BELTON SINCE 1943 


308 Walnut 331-4565 


Mosby Insurance Service 


(Formerly Russell $. Mullen Insurance Agency) 


SERVING BELTON SINCE 1917 
408 Main William J. Mosby, Agent 331-2660 
PHILLIPS 


Ware's ‘66 


Dee Ware — Owner 


331-9890 301 No. Scott 





Wag AGENCY 


Lyon Drug Company 


‘‘ON THE BELTON PLAZA”’ 
331-6040 


George Funeral Homes 
SINCE 1905 


Grandview 





Maier Developments, Inc. 


103 South Scott Ave. 


Builders and Developers (Belton and Raymore) 


OUR 19TH YEAR IN BELTON 


Office: 331-6363 


Roger S. Maier, Realtor 
Res: 331-5216 


First Realty of Belton 


103 South Scott Ave. 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


Office: 331-6363 
Roger S. Maier, Pres. Res: 331-5216 





Abbeygale’s Antiques 


Belton, Missouri 


4 Miles South on Y-1/4 Mile East 331-6199 


Don Buck 


AUCTIONEER 
All Types Auction Sales 


Raymore, Missouri 64083 331-2140 


Compliments of: 


fine food stores and restaurants 
owned and operated by the Wolferman family 


for your family....since 1888 


Corner of Commercial 331-3097 
And Cherry Streets 


Ted’s Belton Cleaners 


Ted R. Beeghly, Owner 


Complete Laundry Service 


-SINCE 1948- 





138 East North Ave. 


Belton, Missouri 


CSO IDIEIN <DI< 


RESTAURANT 


‘Where the Steak is Born’ 


1600 Genesee Kansas City, Missouri 


Plank Ford Sales 


SINCE 1960 
Gerald Plank 





320 C Street 331-4567 


What a way 
to go. 


Command Performance Gasolines 


Joe’s Oil Company 
SINCE 1944 


Joseph A. Pusateri 


1008 North Scott 331-9714 


Apollo Ceramics 


Distributor and Factory Representative For 


CERAMICHROME 


Greenware — Brushes — Slip 
DISTRIBUTOR for MCNEES MOLDS 


Joseph A. Pusateri 





1002 North Scott 331-4529 


‘Your Home-Owned, Hometown Bank’ 


| a 
ar ESR | 324 MAIN ST. @ 331-4888 
Sin ytd | MEMBER FDIC 

a * 





Congratulations Belton on your 100th Anniversary 


L.T. Brown 


Lawn Service 


HOME OWNED AND OPERATED 


5 Belmo Dr. 


* Dresses * Skirts * Pant Suits * Suits * Blouses * Slacks 


* Coats * Shells * Sweaters * Lingerie * Swim Suits * After Five Dresses 2 


save up to 50% . 
Mr. and Mrs. Ned Weiss, Owners 


Boas Sample Shop 


W 


§ Hours: 9 A.M.-5:30 P.M. — Thursday Eves. “til 8:30 
TWO LOCATIONS: 
Overland Park Belton 


Be) 7327 W. 80, NI8-3.4.1.0| Twir Ooks Plaza, 331-59 11 


EDWARD B. THOMSON 
ENTERPRISES INC. 


543 N. SCOTT — BELTON, MO. 


Countryside Realty 331-4326 


@ experienced sales service in residential, 


SILVER LAKE OFFICE 
commercial & rural properties 


Edward B. Thomson & Son 


Builder & Developer 331-5211 


331-7227 


@ quality designed & constructed homes 








Centennial Congratulations 








Real Estate Bought - Sold - Traded 
‘‘A HOME TOWN FAMILY STILL AT HOME!”’ 


Rommie, Frances, Randy, Steven Pitts 















119 E. South Ave. Belton, Mo. 331-2992 





Xi Gamma Kappa 


(Beta Sigma Phi) 


Salutes Belton On Its 100th Anniversary 


Wishing Belton the best on its 100th 


The Barber Bar 


Jerry Barr—Owner Peculiar, Missouri 





Fred Busker 


MFA Insurance 


217 North Scott 331-0480 





© 


COLUMBIA UNION 


NATIONAL BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
900 Walnut, Kansas City, Missouri 64106 (816) 474-6211 


“The Bank That Makes Things Happen’ 





Belton American Legion Post 488 


BELTON, MISSOURI 


MORE THAN 50 YEARS SERVICE TO GOD AND COUNTRY 


Happy Birthday Belton On Your 100th 
Our low overhead means lower prices for you. 
SALES AND SERVICE We will be glad to give you a free estimate. 
Financing Available 


Lasswell 
Heating and Air Conditioning 
200 Park Ave. 331-4516 Belton, Mo. 





“a Broadmoor Gardens 


533 No. Scott 
Belton, Missouri 


Harry Burry Floretta Burry 


We're Proud To Be A Part Of This Growing Community! 


Belton Businessmen’s Association 





ELEGTRIG 
NG 


missouri public service company 
serving 222 communities In western missouri 





Bud McCauley 


McCauley Trucking 


Rock — Sand — Dirt 
331-1084 


621 Commercial Belton, Mo. 


Fay Hardware Co. 
1932-1972 


Cooks Paints and Varnishes, Housewares, Frankoma Pottery, 
Plumbing and Electrical Supplies, Gift Merchandise and General Hardware 


It has been a pleasure to serve our customers during the last 40 years. 


415 Main 331-4350 


Carl Gum 
John Wickert 





Congratulations Belton on your 100th anniversary — you've come a 
long way — wishing you a progressive and prosperous future. 


Double J Janitor Service 


421 Main -331-5570 — Belton, Mo. 
SERVING YOUR AREA SINCE 1962 


J.J. Waltmire, Pres. Ron Cotter, Vice—Pres. 
331-3593 331-5570 


Green Valley 


MOBILE HOME PARK 


Highway 71 South, Kansas City, Mo. 


@ Close to Richards—Gebaur AFB @Shude Trees & Patios @ Mail to Door @ Laundry @ City Water 
@ 220 V. Elec. ® Natural Gas ® Storage @ Storm Shelter @ Playground ® Schoo) Bus 


1501 N. Scott Belton, Mo. 331-4892 


Compliments Of: 


Dr. & Mrs. Harold E. Calvin, D.C. 


Lininger Real Lstate 


Serving Belton With Residential 
Rental Property Since 1952 


115 Carnegie 331-8767 





We Extend Our Congratulations 


to Belton on It’s Centennial 


Dale Carnegie - Founder 


Dale Carnegie & Associates, Inc. 
Suite 200B 1475 Franklin Avenue 
Garden City, New York 11530 





Congratulations Belton! 


Benson Lumber Company 


SINCE 1939 


323 Commercial Street 331-4777 


BENS i 
Se 





For Your Best Buys Shop Belton T. G. & Y 


134 East North Avenue Twin Oaks Shopping Center 


SINCE 1947 


John Klaus and Sons 
Greenhouses 


Barney Klaus, Owner 


Cass County Line Road 331-4900 


SINCE 1953 
Belton Grain Company 
Feed—Grain—Lawn and Garden Supplies 
Tack Shop 


Bob and Frank Buerge 


507 Walnut 331-4845 





We Are Proud To Be A Part Of The Great City Of Belton. 


We operate two stores -- One in Hickman Mills, Missouri and one in Belton. Our 
Belton store was opened in 1957 in our present location, and the building was enlarged 
to its present size in 1961, to keep pace with the growth of the city. 


Our policy has always been to bring you quality and a variety of merchandise at a 
fair price and ‘‘The Customer is Always Right in Our Stores."’ 


Sincerely, 


W. A. Schaper 
Robt. M. Bowes, Jr. -- Owners 


CREST FOOD CENTER, Inc. 


THUR TF I TIWIALY 


SUPER MARKETS 
Quality Foods at Everyday Low Prices 


305 N. Scott 331-4544 


George Raupp Realty 


10919 Hickman Mills Drive 


761-5400 
Kansas City, Missouri 


Mendell Myers Agency 


COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICE 
Commerce Bank Building 
Since 1930 


Steve Myers Tana Field Mendell Myers 





INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS BELTON LODGE NO. 891, BELTON, MISSOURI 
1819 — 1972 1944 -— 1972 


MEETING PLACE — American Legion Hal! 
CED WHEN — Ist and 3rd Wednesday of Month TIME — 8 o'clock 
cS 


Theodore Roberts, Noble Grand 
Henry R. Dryer, Secretary 


For Luncheon and Dinner 7 Days « Week The Plaza Cafeteria, the Corinth 


PUTSCH’S Cafeteria, and the Metcalf Cafe- 
teria offer different decor — 

CAFETERIAS modern on the Plaza, authentic 

COUNTRY CLUB PLAZA IN CORINTH SQUARE Williamsburg in Corinth Square, 
300 West 47th Street Mission Road at 83rd Contemporary English in Metcalf 


IN METCALF SOUTH South — all three offer quality 
Metcalf at 95th food, moderate prices, and vari- 


Also enjoy Putsch's Sidewalk Cafe on the Country Club Plaza ely that make Putsch’s popular. 


Charles Benjamin Frank Benjamin, Jr. 


Benjamin Sundries and Bait Shop 


LIQUOR e BEER @ FINE WINES 
Live Bait & Tackle Suppties Block Ice for Campers 


217 E. North Ave. 331-9861 
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Bob and Meg Smith 





A Centennial Message from 






THE MANAGEMENT AND EMPLOYEES OF THE HY KLAS FOOD 






STORE, WHILE CELEBRATING OUR TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY, 






WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR FELLOW RESIDENTS AND FRIENDS IN HER- 






ALDING BELTON’S CENTENNIAL. THE HY KLAS FOOD STORE IS PROUD 


OF ITS TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF LOCAL OWNERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 







AND IS HONORED TO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN BELTON’S GROWTH 






THROUGH THE YEARS AND TO BE A PART OF ITS CENTENNIAL. WE 






SALUTE YOU BELTON, ‘THE FRIENDLY CITY.” 


VERNON AND JO ANN MUCKE, OWNERS 









EMPLOYEES 





John Shawhan Harold Kruse 












Jimmy Dickerson Harold Kihn 
Gaylord Carrell Mary Alice Lee 
Arthur Weaver Lydin Moles 

J. R. Eastnam, Jr. Myrtle Walker 
Jim Stone Rooert Day 
John Renken John Powell 
Chick Pennington Phil Cummings 
Howard Zachary Marjorie Furman 






Lyle Furman 





[Western Looking Forward With Belton to a Bright Future 


THE FAMILY STORE 
AND CATALOG ORDER CENTER 


Western Auto Associate Store 


Allan and Jake Jones 


402 Main 331-4989 


We Salute Belton On Its 100th Birthday 


Catron Furniture 
and 


Appliance, Inc. 


SINCE 1950 


Herb and Lena Catron 





331-4711 


We can help. 


e ir mont 


Citizens Bank 
of Belton 


325 Main St. 


“Service with security since 1908”’ 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Ciigiter 


FIRST NATIONAL CHARTER CORPORATION 





SINCE 1929 A 
fe) . 4 
4 =6Steinbrueck’s Inc. %ey 


With All Honor We Pay Tribute to Belton For Its 
Century of Progress 
While We Celebrate 
Our 44th Year Serving Belton 


G.G. - BOB — JUN STEINBRUECK 


Kens Mens Wear 


“Clothes for Dad and the Lad’’ 


BankAmericard — Master Charge 


Twin Oaks Shopping Center 331-1716 


MANY OF THESE OLD REMEDIES 
HAVE NOT WITHSTOOD THE TEST 
OF TIME. ALTHOUGH OUR DRUG 
STORE IS NOT OF ANTIQUE VIN- 
TAGE, WE’VE BEEN SERVING THE 
DRUG NEEDS OF BELTON SINCE 
1931. WE THINK OUR MODERN 
DRUG STORE WILL PROVE WE 
HAVE WITHSTOOD THE TEST OF 
TIME. WE ARE STANDING READY 
TO SERVE YOU. 


401 Main St. 
331-4747 


Dryden Drug Co. 





